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PREFACE. 



i««*- 



The publication of another life of. Lord Kenton maj 
perhaps require an apology. 

Shortly after his death, a literary man expressed a 
wish to become his biographer ; but his son, the second 
Lord Eenyon, was dissuaded from giving his counten- 
ance to the undertaking, by his father's successor, 
Lord C!hief Justice Ellenborough. 

* I feel an anxiety,* writes that nobleman, * that so 
delicate and important a subject as the writing of the 
liistory of the life of my virtuous and very learned pre- 
decessor should not be committed to any but the most 
able, judicious, and re8i)ectable hands. . . . Tour 
Lordship may remember how very little Lord Mans- 
field*s celebrity was advanced by the indiscreet Life of 
him by Holliday.* * 

This advice was Uiken, and no authorised Life of 
Lord Kenyon appeared till the publication of Mr. 
Townshend's * Lives of Twelve Eminent Judges.* 

With some inaccuracies, the character of the eminent 
Judge was here &irly and impaitinlly drawn ; and had 

> Lord Ellenborongh to 2nd Lord Kmiyoii, 1804. 
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the picture thus presented been allowed to remain 
undaubed by othec artists, these pages would probably 
never have seen the light. 

But in 1855, Lonl Campbell, then at the height of 
his judidal reputation, published the third volume of 
his ' lives of the Chief Justices ; ' and while borrowing 
lai^Iy fix>m Townslicnd, so exaggerated and distorted 
his fiicts, that it bcqime impossible to allow a biassed 
estimate of the character of a great and good man 
to remain undiallengcd. 

Lord Campbeirs qualifications as a biographer have 
been frequently arraigned. 

On the first publication of his * lives of the Chief 
Justices,' he was very roughly handled in the * Law 
Magazine ' and other reviews. 

* We regret,' says the writer in tlie Law Magazine, 
* that Lord Campbell should have considered it neces- 
sary to introduce anecdotes of pure surmise, ill suited 
to the refined taste of the age, and unnecessary for any 
historical purpose.' .... 

*Lord Campbell has confounded, or not rightly 
understood, the distinction between true and false. . . 
His political virus oozes out in sly general remarks 
and bantering innuendoes.* ^ 

I do not think that posterity will ratify Lord 
Gampbell's condemnation of Jiord Kenyon's character, 
but I have felt it a duty, which, as one of his de- 
scendants, I owe to his memoiy, to give to the world 

* Law Magnim,'riA. 43, p. 6, 209. 
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nil tlic facts in the poescssion of the family, whidi 
may enablo tlic public to fonn an impartial opinion 
as to his merits. I have inserted much also which 
relates to the more eminent of his many illustrious 
contemporaries. 
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CHAPTER I. 

JnlroJudoTy^FawHy o/Kenyon — Birth and Early Lt/e of 

Lord Kenyon, 

(1732—1755.) 

The latter part of the eighteenth century was singularly chap. 
rich in great lawyers. The names of Dunning ami ^t- .' 
Camden alone would be sufficient to irradiate the age ^^*^ 
in which they lived ; and when the same era can boast 
tlie forensic pre-eminence of an Erskine, the classical 
perspicuity of a Mansfield, the force and fire of a 
Tliurlow, and the judicial acumen of an Eldon, a 
gallery of distinguished men is presented such as 
perhaps no shnilar period of time can furnish. 

It is an exalted standard, therefore, by which the 
subject of this biography must be estimated, and an 
impartial judge will not hesitate to acknowledge his 
extraordinary merits, because he was deficient in some 
of the more brilliant characteristics which adorned his 
contemporaries. There b no greater error in bio- 
graphy than to attempt to enliance the excellence of a 
chanicter by suppressing its faults. Such a process is 
like the bad restoration of a uicture, which deprives it 
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GSAP. of all light and shade. A purely negative character is 
■■ » ■' as insipid a study as the lay figure of a painter. 

^^^ On the other hand, it must be confessed that some 
biographers have attempted to season their books by a 
gross exaggeration of the personal peculiarities and 
fiulings of their heroes, and by the insertion as au- 
thentic narrative of the gossiping political anecdotes 
of the day. There is no temptation more dangerous 
to a biographer than anecdote. A great writer has 
said that 'all anecdotes are false, and all dealers in 
anecdotes tamted with mendacity.' * Barer than the 
phomiz,' he continues, * is that virtuous man who will 
consent to lose a prosperous anecdote on the consi- 
deration that it happens to be a lie.' ^ 

If I am enabled to some extent to avoid the above 
severe condemnation in the following pages, it will be 
because I feel sensibly how unfairly Lord Kcnyon's 
name has been handled by such a method of treating 
cliaracter : a feeling which I have reason to believe is 
shared by a laige number of persons by whom his 
great attainments and his personal worth arc still licld 
in high estimation. 

The fiimily of Eenion or Kenyon is of Saxon origin, 
and was settled in Lancashire as early as the reign of 
Henry HL In the year 1154, as appears from manu- 
scripts still in existence, one Adam de Loton or Lauton, 
residing near Newton-in-the- Willows, in the Hundred 
of Makerfield, was lord of Kenyon. His son William 
married the daughter of Hugh de Winique, and by her 
had issue, Jordan and two daughters. To Jonlan his 
fiither maile over the lonlship of Kenyon, in right of 
which he was styled (1249), in accordance with the cus- 

■ De Qainoey's Worlu, voL it. p. 2G5. 
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torn of those days, Jordan de Ecnyon. In the fiftli gene- chap. 
ration, however, (1359), the lordship was carried off by ^- » * 
an heiress, Ahnerica, or Ameria, who married Eichard, ^^^ 
son of Thurstan Holland, of Heaton, near Manchester. 

From this alliance were descended the Hollands of 
Heaton, in the county of Lancaster, through whom the 
lordship of Kenyon passed (1684) to the family of 
Egerton, of Heaton and Wrine Hill, now represented 
by the Earl of Wilton.* 

The Eenyons deduce their pedigree in the male line 
from Gilbert,* uncle of Almerica, whose descendants re- 
sided for several generations at Dincklcy and other places 
in Lancashire, where they held sundry small offices. 

One of these, Roger Kenyon, married, towards the 
year 1600, a daughter of Bicliard Assheton, head of 
tlie old Lancashire &mily of Assheton of Chadderton, 
and settled at Parkhead, near Blackburn. He appears 
to have been a man of some consequence in his own 
county. The quaint epitaph which records his virtues 
may still be seen in Whalley Church : — 

Hoie ileeiM Mr. Roger Kenjron, who wm the muror of hie time 
for wit, valoiir, peace-making and charity. 

Hoe 
Departed this life the 14th of August, anno Domini 1G36, in the 

62nd year of his age : 
Leaving 
Jane, hia loving wife, and aix children, vis., Ann, Dorothy, 
Jane, lU^ger, Edward, and Alice, to lament their loia. 

RoosRUs Kenyon. 
Evert Kros Gonn. 

If the peacemaker be pronounced bloat, 
Of how great gloiy ia hia soul poaaoat^ 
Whoae worth did ever aett all foea at one, 

I And now*a himaelf at peace, each croaa ia gone. 

■"""■■■"^^■^~^"^~^"^^"^^™"^^^'~^'""""'""^ 

j > Famny MSS. Cf . alao Bainea' Lancashire, vol. iu. pp. 084, 636 ; 
• Oregion*a IVagmonts, Ae.^ pp. 40, 43, Appendix. 
* Otherwise Matthew. 

r2 
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GBAF. His son, Bogcr Kenyon the younger, further im- 

._r — ' proved the circumstances of his family, by nuunying 

^''^ Alice, daughter of George Bigby, of Peel Hall, near 

Solton, clerk of the peace for the county palatine.' 

(1657). 

On the death of his &ther-in-law, Bogcr inherited 
Peel Hall, which thenceforward became the seat of 
the fiunily. He was Member of Parliament for the 
borough of Clitheroe from 1685 to 1691, and Deputy- 
Governor of the Isle of Man under the ninth Earl of 
Derby, whose confidence, if we may judge from a 
curious mass of correspondence which has been pre- 
served, he seems to have enjoyed in no ordinaiy 
degree. 

Through the Bigbp also Roger obtained the oflicc 
of clerk of the peace for the county palatine, a lucrative 
place, the reversion of which the Kenyons contrived 
to retain in the fiimily for several generations. By the 
influence, probably, of Lord Derby, he obtained for liis 
nephew the position of court physician to James, tlieFirst 
Ph^tender. Dr. Kenyon resided for many years at the 
court of St. Germains, where he vras on terms of inti- 
macy with the chaplain, the celebrated Dr. Leslie, who 
dedicated to him the last edition of his theological works. 

Boger was succeeded in the family estates by his 
eldest surviving son Geoif;e, who was Member of Par- 
liament for the borough of Wigan firom 1710 to 1714. 
He was a strong Jacobite, and was to some extent im- 
plicated in the plots and counterplots of that date. 

* Boftri KflOifon, G«nt. eft Alidn Rigby nnptuo oelebrat. 17 Jun. 
1687 Maaiid. Otnon. BoeleiiiB, pr. me Gkl. Moore. Vie. de Whallej-r- 
16dQ. RepmUttae crt Jwlieur. Reetitnii VieM*. (Bxtraeted fiom 
r.) 
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His brotlicr wiis bold enough to disregard the pohtics cii.\p. 
of his family by marrying the daughter of a prominent ■» . - 
Boundhead. This was one Luke Lloyd, who owned a ^*^* 
small property at the Bryn, in Hanmer Parish, in the 
county of Flint. He had been in his youth a staunch 
CromwelUte, and had served with some distinction in 
the revolutionary war. 
Thus he writes from the army, in 1644, to his wife : — 

< WanaU, Juno 13, 1644. 

' Love, — Thyself and father taxeth me with breach of 
promise. Such promise I never made, but upon con- 
dition I might live a freeman at home, and enjoy thee 
and thine and a good conscience. Wlicn thy foot-post 
came to mo, we were preparing to defend ourselves, 
and had no time to write to thee : for the enemy 
api)cared then to us in a very great body, and we 
raising the siege and preparing for our march towards 
Staflbrd, thy foot-post I hasted away. Wlien at Stafford, 
shee arrived, witli many runaways of horse, that re- 
ported to the governor there we were all lost men. 
Truly had not Ood fought for us, it had been so : for 
tlicy were, by the confession of those prisoners we took, 
between 4,000 and 5,000 strong, and we not 2,000. 
Tlicy fell upon our rear before we could begin to 
march : only our fore horse advanced: they assaulted 
us a quarter of a mile this side the Leager, with such 
fury that had not our men behaved very gallantly wc 
had been utterly defeated ; but they were encountered 
so sharply that they were fain to retreat towards the 
Saftod, and were so handsomely beaten they had no 
minds to come on again. We slew about thirty of their 
men, whereof some of note, and one, they wished his 
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Majesty had boen killed rather than he (you may per- 
cdve by this their love to liis Majesty), and very many 
in wounded and dangerously. All the flower and the 
greatest part of the Kng's forces were in tliis body : 
there was the King's General of Horse, Uie Lord 
Willmott, the Earl of Cleyeland. The Eong and 
the poor remainder of his forces is at Worcester, 
where Sir W. Waller is advancing. Sir William, 
hearing of the enemy coming to raise our ncge, sent 
2,000 horse to our relief^ who came not till tlie nest 
morning ; had they come in time, by God's help, we 
bad given the enemy a great defeat ; but not knowing 
of their coming, we durst not pursue them, not being 
80 coiisidemblo in strength, and the place aflbrding 
the enemy many advantages. I shall give a further 
account when I see thee, or by letter when we come to 
Nantwich. I pray God bless thee and thjnic. 

* I rest tlipic, 

* Luke Lloyoe.' ^ 

Li later life Luke Lloyd became a great friend and 
associate of the celebrated divine, Philip Ilcniy, in 
Gomixiny with whom he was imprisoned in Charles tlie 
Second's reign, for non*conformity. 

Pliilip Henry thus alludes to his death in an interest- 
ing manuscript, which has been carefully preserved by 
his descendants : 

* Luke Ll<^, Esq., of Bryn, in Hanmer Parish, my 
aged worthy friend, finished his course with joy, March 
31, 1C95, being Lord's day. He was in the eighty- 
seventh year of his age, and had been married almost 

* Tliit tkiimkh Mem to hmre been pralimmify to the BatUo ei 
Cropndjr Bridge (June S9). Gf . Glarendoii, Book Tiii. pp. 481 and m^* 
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sixty-nine years to his pious wife (a daughter of Mr. ceap. 
Wliitley, of Aston), of the same age, who still survives ^ » * 
him. He waa the glory of the Uttle congr^ation, the ^^'^ 
top branch, in all respects, of our small vine, and my 
friend indeed. When he made his will, under tlie sub- 
scription of his name he wrote Job 2dx. 25, 26, 27.' ^ 

On this text of scripture, Mr. Henry, at the request of 
some of his relations, printed a sermon at the licensed 
house near Hanmer, some time after his funeral, in which 
sermon he bore a very honourable testimony to that 
worthy gentleman ; who, as he said, went to heaven 
without a blot, held fast his integrity, and was lively and 
zealous in the Cliristian profession to the end of his days. 
He was exemplary for his love of the ordinances of God, 
and his dehght in attending on them, his living upon 
Christ for strength and righteousness, his great humility 
and condescending, obUging carriage in all his converse. 
He was a man of great courage and resolution, and yet 
in prayer tender and self-abasing to admiration, often 
melting into tears in the confession of sin, and his 
charity and moderation were known to all men. He 
Uvcd and died a pattern of piety and primitive Chris- 
tianity, and still brought forth fruit in old age — his 
vigour, both of body and mind, being wonderfully pre- 
served to the last ; and by the grace of God, he finished 
well, and his sun set under no cloud. Such good men 
are intended to be to us as the star that led the wise 
men to Clirist, and as far as they do so, we are to follow 
them. * Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
for the end of that man is peace.' ' 

> Philip Henxy't Diary. 

* PhiUp Henry*t Life, by hii son, p. 966. 
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CHAP. By this marriage, which ¥ras concluded in the year 
^. , ■» 1668, Thomas Kenyon gained a long Welsh pedigree 
^^ and a small Welsh estate, where he settled on the death 
of his &ther-in-law. The eldest son of the marriage, 
Lloyd Kenyon, married Jane, eldest daughter and 
heiress of Bobert Eddowes, Esq., of Oredington,' Flint- 
shire, and Eagle Hall, co. Chester, by whom he became 
the fiEither of four sons and one daughter. The second 
~ son, who was bom at Orodington on the 5th of October, 
1732, was named after his fiither, and became suc- 
cessively Attorney-General, Master of the Bolls, and 
Lohl Chief Justice of England. 

Mr. Kenyon the elder resided principally at Ored- 
ington, where he occupied himself after the fashion of 
most country gentlemen of that date with farming, and 
drinking confusion to the Oeorges. 

He was a ripe scholar, having been educated at St. 
John's College, Cambridge, and an active justice of the 
peace. His income, however, was but small, and, much 
to liis regret, did not permit him to give his sons what 
would now be considered a liberal education. 

Lloyd and his brothers were sent first to a day-school 
in the neighbouring village of Hanmer, wliero they 
learnt their accidence and the rudiments of Latin. T)ic 
master there was shortly afterwards appointed to the 
flourishing grammar-school of Buthin, where they 
flooompanied liim when Lloyd was about twelve years 
old. Dr. Hughes, the head master, was a good scholar, 
and was afterwards tutor to some of the Boyal Princes. 

« H« iMd obtaiiiid Ortdlngton, whieh orisiiMUjr belongwi to the 
Hanmor fMntl j, bf muriag* with Ann, cbragliter of Rot. R. Hilton, 
Victf of Hmumt. 
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He was appointed by Lonl Kenyon to the only piece 
of ecclesiastical preferment he had to dispose of — tlio 
Preacliership at the Rolls ; and the King afterwards told 
Lord Kenyon tliat he had been beforehand with him in 
rewarding merit and sliowing attachment. 

Euthin was a favourite foundation vrith the gentry 
of North Wales, many of whom were content with tlic 
good elementary education which could be had tlierc 
at a modenite cost. 

Amongst other celebrities the Welsh Lord Keeper 
Williams had received his education there, and more 
recently their roll can boast tlie names of Dean 
Tucker, the controversial writer, and Richards, Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer. 

The curriculum at Ruthin appears to have been the 
same which flourished at most of oiu* second-class 
schools during the last century. The younger scliolara 
struggled through the mazes of King Edward the 
Sixth's Latin grammar ; the elder boys reiul Ilon^cc, 
Virgil, and Ovid, and even dipped into the deeper 
mysteries of Lucretius. 

Oroek seems to have been a sealed study. French 
was taught, but with what success I am unable to say, 
though a fair translation of Racine's Esther into English 
verse by one of the boys, wliich has been preserved, 
appears to prove tliat the study was not quite such a 
farce as at some of our large public schools not long 
since. Mr. Kenyon afterwards became an apt French 
sdiolar, but it is possible that he owed this to his 
own exertions in after life. The boys were ambitious of 
poetic fame, but the only specimen which has been pre- 
served docs not show any rem«arkable talent in this line. 
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cstf. Here are a few couplets : — 

Whilom M thro* the dktant gtorm I itmy'd, 
^^ And tender pest'nli on mj flaglet plejed. 

The chirpiiig bmb in tongi their joye ezpro»*d, 
All netnre in e gty Attire wtm drees'd ; 
Now this, now thai, engeg*d my nviah'd eyee» 
Eadi object fnmiah'd matter of surprin ; 
The rererend oakatheir ahady fdiage apreed. 
And f ann*d a doae nmbrella o*er my head. 

The atately doom at length themaelvoa nnfold, 

Stnddcd with diamonda, made of biuniahod gold : 

Beneath the Tanlted roof, enthion*d on high, 

The goddeaa liberty attraota my eye ; 

Kigh her the Bmti whom old Borne admired, 

Whoae patriot aoola fair yirtne alwaya fir*d ; 

Vfhh them Fabriciiia, Sdpio, and a corpa 

Such aa Bomania now moat aoe no more. 

There were thy dueftaina, Greeee, in pomp airay'd. 

There, AriatideB, aat thy mii^ty ahade. 

There Englaad'a Bdwarda, Heniya, Chariea*a atand, 

Thoee patriot kings of a once happy land. 

There Walldn atood firm to Britannia's canae, 

Guard of her ancient honoor and her lawt. 



Then follows a long eulogy of the virtues of the 
Welsh hero,^ which amusingly demonstrates the writer s 
fervid patriotism. 

The two brothers were esteemed the best scholars 
at Buthin. Among their intimates was Bobert Salus- 
buiy Ciotton, father of the first Lord Combermere. 

lioyd Eenyon remained at Buthin about five years, 
when it became necessary for him to choose a 
profession. As a younger son, he could of course 
expect but little fortune, and like Lord Eldon and 
others, afterwards great lawyers, he turned a wistful 
€ye towards holy orders and a fetmily living. 

The prospect of the latter, however, proved illusoiy, 

* Sir Watkiii Wynn. 
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and he finally chose the law. As a preliminary step chap. 
to the woolsack, following the example of Hardwicke ■■ > 
and Macclesfield, he was condemned to be chained for ^^^^ 
five years to the desk of an attorney, and was articled 
to a celebrated practitioner, a Mr. Tomkinson of Nant- 
wich. The following year his elder brother died of 
the small-pox, and he became heir to the family pro- 
perty. He did not, however, relax his efibrts, but con- 
tinued at Nantwich, though sorely tempted by his 
friends to exchange the crabbed study of the law for 
the social enjoyments of college life. 

* As to myself,' he writes to his cousin, Geoi^e Kenyou, 
* I am, and shall for a considerable time continue, with a 
very eminent attorney in Nantwich ; and as you know 
I had always, when at school, a great aversion to writing 
a deal, you will imagine that this profession was not at 
first very agreeable to me. However, time has made 
the yoke much less galling tlian it at first was.' 

* With wliat patience,* rejoins his cousin, * can you 
brook tliat confinement, which you so much complain 
of P Come, come to Oxford, and there excel in the 
pohte arts and sciences, instead of troubling your head 
witli solving cases of conscience and explaining the 
knotty quirks of the law to your troublesome clients.* 

The life at Nantwich, a small country town, was at 
first very irksome, but the training was invaluable, and 
in after years Mr. Kenyon never r^retted the time 
he had spent in mastering the technicalities of fines 
and common recoveries. In November, 1750, he was 
entered as a student at the Middle Temple, and forth- 
with began eating his dinners. 

Meanwhile he opens his complaints to his firi<uids : 
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CHAP. * Listcad of enduring less confinement tluui when at 
^ - ^ ^ scbool, I have infinitely more. It's true, indeed, we've 
'"^ not that servile fear here which scholars so often are 
curbed by ; but then we can very seldom escape out of 
this cursed <^ce, Sunday excepted, nor is that always 
a day of resL The autiiors and exercises which em- 
ployed our hours afforded a pleasui'e to the reader, 
which highly compensated his labour, but the law is 
surely the most irksome and crabbed study of all otiier/ 

* We are to have another new clerk,' he writes to his 
brother, * who is above twenty-two years of age ; but I 
thuik if we were a thousand, our good master would 
not let us be idle/ 

*I am heartily sorry,' replies his correspondent, 

* to hear you are at a loss for compsmy ; 'tis as great 
a want as any can be. Indeed, all y* advantage of a 
University education is mainly this, y* you are fixed 
in y* midst of learning and learned men. For, my 
dear courin, you must not have any high notion of our 
exercises : thq^ are all but a fiirce. If a man chooses 
to read only, he may do it better in y* country, 
where he is less likely to be called off. Tou can't 
imagine what a notion I had got of our disputations 
before I came. I thought it must be devilish hard to 
talk Latin and Logick for half an hour together. But 
** parturiunt montes," &c. I believe they scarce spoke a 
hundred words apiece. I am very glad to hear you 
are entered of the Temple.' 

At Nantwich, Mr. Eenyon first showed signs of that 
wonderful quickness of perception, which was tlie pro- 
minent feature of his 1<^1 character. Before he left 
Mr. Tomkinson, he liad become a rapid and accurate 
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conveyancer. He was a great fiivourite with liis chap. 
master, who had early jx^rccived his ability. Their 
friendship, it is pleasing to be able to record, lasted 
till the end of Tomkinson*s life, and in after years, the 
old attorney was a frequent visitor at the Chief Justice's 
table. 

The life at Nantwich, though generally quiet enough, 
was not without occasional excitement. The young 
gentlemen of the long robe appear on one occasion to 
have come in collision with some officers from the 
neighbouring garrison town : — 

* Since I last wrote to you,' writes Mr. Kenyon to 
his cousin, * at an assembly in this town, an affair hap- 
{)ened not very unlike what Manchester has of late 
been plagued with : for though no swords were lugged 
out, yet it was, I think, threatened by a parcel of 
heroes, none of whom were above the rank of an 
ensign, and the reason of all this disturbance was 
nothing more than a dance, which they were pleased 
to call a party. When vermin of so mean a rank as 
these begin to show tlicir stings, what may not be 
expected from those of a superior stan^p ? It seems to 
me, and surely it is highly unreasonable that poor 
mean fellows, protected by a red coat or a cockade, 
should make that by their false construction treason, 
which the speaker never meant for such.' ^ 

Another letter speculates on the representation of 
the county at the coming election : ^ The conversation 
of most people hereabouts is taken up with fixing 
upon a proper person to succeed Mr. Crewe as member 
for the county ; and indeed almost every company one 

■ Dooomber 16» 1760. 
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hears talk on that subject finds out a new candidate : 
. though either Mr. Grosvenor or Mr. E^erton of Tatton, 
as I believe, are generally looked upon as the most 
likely. We are busy preparing sessions papers.' ^ 

The following, fix>m a fellow-sufierer in the office, 
gives a melancholy account of the destitution of the 
then little town of CSrewe : — 

^ There is no station of Ufe firee fix>m the pester of 
rascals, that will for ever be making us uneasy. The 
** material man," I have discovered, is intrusted with the 
key of all the stores at Crewe, and not only suflers us 
to live in want, even of an inch of candle to light us to 
bed, but Mr. Sherwin and myself have been obliged to 
buy com for our horses. We have, indeed, good plain 
wholesome food and small beer, but in many other 
respects, this house isan attested copy of the good **old 
house at Aston." ' 

Meanwhile, Mr. Eenyon's period of probation was 
drawing to a close, and in February, 1755, he bade 
fiurewell to Mr. Tomkinson and his office, and at once 
took up his residence in London. I have no record of 
his personal appearance at this time of his life. 

As a child he had enjoyed indiflerent health, and this, 
added to the Welsh blood in his veins, made him some- 
what irritable and sensitive : a fiiiling which through 
life he never completely overcame: but though hot- 
tempered, he was sociable and good-natured, and per- 
fectly popular with his companions. 

VU K. to liM brotte, Oetobcr a, 1762. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Id/e in Londonr-^aU to the Bar^^okn Dunning^^umber* 
land Eleeii<m—AegwUHlanc6 with Pepper Arden, 

(1755—1770.) 

* There was my first perch/ said Lord Eldon, in the chap. 
latter part of his life, pointing to a house in Cursitor ^-i / i 
Street. * Many a time have I run down from Cursitor ^'^^^ 
Street to Fleet Market, to get sixpennyworth of sprats 
for supper.** With equal complacency might Lord 
Kenyon have passed a tumble-down house in Bell 
Yard, Carey Street, in 1755 the abode of one Mrs. 
Goodfcllow, where for six shillings a week he for 
several years occupied a room on the second floor. 
His father gave him an allowance of eighty poimds 
a year, and this, with the exception of an occasional 
present from his richer relations, was for many years the 
entire amount of his income. His impecuniosity had 
the good efiect of making work necessary to him — an 
additional and effective encouragement to study. It 
was easier, however, even in those days, when the Bar 
was much less crowded than at present, for a young 
man to study the law, than to turn his labour to any 
profitable account : and Kenyon had none of the ad- 
vantages which many of his contemporaries enjoyed. 
Unknown, without interest or powerful connections, 

> Life of Lord Eldon, by Hor. Twm, toI. i. p. 06. 
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gifted with none of the chann of manner which at once 
* brought Erskinc into notice, rough and unpolished, 
the young student had indeed an upliill task before 
him. 

Nothing but the greatest eneigy and perseverance 
could have surmounted the obstacles in his path. But 
these qualities he possessed in a high dqpree. He had 
made up liis mind to succeed, and herein lay the secret 
of Ills success. Early and kte he pored over tlie dusty 
volumes of Coke and Sheppard, and his savings were 
scrupulously applied to the enlargement of his scanty 
libnury. 

At length, on February 10, 1756, after a year's 
rendence in Loudon, he was called to the Bar by the 
Hon. Society of the IGddle Temple; but for several 
years he was almost unemployed. As a diversion he 
b^an to attend the Court of King's Bench, and to take 
notes of the cases argued there before Lord Mtmsfield, 
then ooinmendng his long and splendid judicial career. 
Many yeiurs afterwards some of these quasi-reports 
were collected and published. They are for the most 
part more notes of cases than actual reports, but they 
are clearly put together and show that their author 
must even thus early have attainal to consideRible 
profidency in his craft. A just compliment was jxiid 
th^n by Lord Mansfield some years later, on the trial 
of a case before him in Banco Regis, Beferring to tlie 
case of Goodman v. Goodright, he said that he had 
founded his decinon on a report of that case by Sir 
James Burrow, but that he had since seen amanuscript 
note taken by Eenyon, which assigned a different 
ground for the determiualion, and that he should like 
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to liave the case re-argued. This was iiccordiugly done, chap. 
and Lord Mansfield eventually changed his mind.^ . >-• «.^--# 

His friends, meanwhile, who knew his abilities, en- ^ ' 
couraged him to persevere. The following good advice 
is from his kinsman, Thomas Percival, of Bowton in 
Jjancasliire : — 

'Tho* I am enlisted amongst the men of specu- 
lative learning, I would have all my relations and 
friends enrolled amongst the men of business, and have 
every one of them aspire to be at the top of his pro- 
fession, and it is but, as 1/ Somers said, a man 
making a resolution he will be Chamx^llor of England, 
and he will be so. By resolution he means endeavours 
as well as inclination to be so, and therefore I advise 
you as a friend to make that resolution in time, for 
the sooner you make it the more likely you will be to 
obtain it. 

' The glorious success of this year I ascribe solely, 
under Qod, to Mr. Pitt, for you must know that I have 
a most despicable opinion of the heads and hearts of 
the Junto. I often reflect with anguish on those 
pseudo-patriots at White's. As old Hanly said formerly, 
he feared that set would ruin the nation. I am so 
very much of his opinion that I could almost wish to 
act one winter in Middlesex in the commission of the 
peace, to rout them : for I much fear they will contrive 
to sell that they could not obtain by their own coimsels.' 

Two or three letters from his brother, relating to the 
political transactions of the day, will not be out of 
place here. The writer, Boger Eenyon, was the 
youngest son, and was brought up as a solicitor, in 

* DonglM Reporto, p. 480. 
C 
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which branch of the profeasioa he attained conmderoble 
^ enunenoe: — 

Soger Kenyan^ Esq.^ to Lloyd Kenyan^ Esq. 

(Kxtnet) 

* &r John Olynne has spccched it away last week in 
support of the Triennial BUI, and they say pretty 
aenribly, but the motion was rejected again by a great 
majority. Pitt had got the gout and did not attend, 
and Beckford is much blamed for making the motion at 
80 improper and unexpected a time. . . . 

* Jones ^ sets out to-morrow on horseback I believe, 
as does Dunning, on the Western CSircuit. The Ha. Co. 
KU is ordered to be brought into the House, but much 
oppoMtion by Mr. Soil* and Norton, till Pratt ' under- 
took them, who answered the former, and cut the latter 
Tery severely.* 

The Same to the Same. 

(Bxtnoi.) 

' Mttoh 10, 1768. 

* The Hab. Corp. Bill was read a 2nd time on Friday, 
and hot work ensued.' Wilbraham made a speech 
above an hour long against it, in which he enumerated 
the happy situation, and many blessings he enjoyed in 
a dutiful son and daughter, with other things as per- 
tinent to the question ; but Mr. Pitt soon cut down the 
applewoman and handled him most severely. Phitt 
qpposed the Soil*, and Beckford ^ roared out loudly 
that the Writ was a writ of Bight, and of too much 

* AftennidithtedebmtedSirW. JoBM. 

* Afterwudi Lofd Ohanodlar Hudwiekt. 

* ▲ Bin to MMod tiM Hia»6M CoipiM Aei. Of . Life of Loid Hud- 
wMmi Loid OimpbeD's Ohaiioelkn, T€L iri. p. S78. 

« TIm Mlsbntod Aldmnaii Bedcfofd, Lord liayor of London, died 
Jwm 31, 1770. 
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consequence to be denyed at the option of a foolish or chap. 
time-serving judge, many of whom were incapable of 



judging when it should be granted, and others so ^'^^^ 
audacious and arbitrary that (he had heard) they had 
not scrupled to show their lust of subverting our 
freedom by breaking in upon the institution of juries 
and extorting a verdict in direct opposition to their 
coasciences (meaning the late Trial of the Monitor) : 
tho' some of the jurymen had signified their doubts 
and refused to find it, they had several times been sent 
from the Bar with this memorable order, ^ That they 
must find the defendant guilty." In all probability 
this Act will pass through the Lower House, but for the 
other, I much question it.' ^ 

Kenyon's early practice was confined almost entirely 
to conveyancing business, in which, from his experience 
at Tomkinson's, he was comparatively expert He did 
not find it very profitable, and to aid his finances he 
began to ride the North Wales circuit, where he was 
able, fix>m his acquaintance with the neighbouring 
gentry, to pick up a few guineas. His old tutor did 
his best for him, and obtained him what business he 
could ; but for many years this can hardly have paid 
his expenses. After a time he began attending tlie 
sessions at Stafibrd, Oxford, and Shrewsbury, where he 
was more successful. He would generally stop a few 
days en route with his parents at Gredington, and by 
chance was employed by some of the neighbouring 
gentry to give an opinion or to draw a settlement. 

Amongst others. Sir Lynch Ciotton, grandfiaher 

* It WM Bhelvecl in the Houae of Lords. 

c2 
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oup. of the first Lord Combermere, had early perceived 

^ * ■' liis abilitiefl, and through his influence the young 

bfinister was employed in several cases in which 

Sr Lynch was locally interested. By degrees the 

attorneys found out that his work was rapidly and 

aocorately done, and his fee-book began to show a 

considerable increase. It was while his eventual 

success was thus trembling iii the balance that the 

good offices of a friend decided the scale. Kenyon*^ 

earliest friends were Filmer and Davenport. Aboui 

the year 1759 he first struck up an acquaintance with 

John Dunning, afterwards Lord Ashburton. In those 

days the lawyers used generally to dine early, and to 

spend the evenings in company at one of the numerous 

taverns in the neighbourhood of the Temple. At 

Nando 8 or Serle's, the * Trumpet * in Shoe Lane, or the 

* Crown and Anchor ' in Arundel Street, the barrister, 

whose purse was not very well lined, could pass a 

pleasant evening at a very trifling expense. 

It was at one of these symposia that a friendship 
was established between Eenyon and John Dunning, 
which lasted, without interruption, till the death of the 
latter in 1782. The two friends were especially inti- 
mate with John Home Tooke, whose biographer gives 
an amusing account of their mode of life. * These 
three, while students, and little dreaming as yet of their 
futore fortunes, were accustomed to spend much of 
their time together. 

*Two of them, as has been hinted, afterwards 
attained patrician honours, but at the period now 
alluded to, the prospects of the third were to the full 
as promising as those of his fellow-students. He, 
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Lideed, must have beeu looked up to as a superior 
character^ for, iu addition to his natunil talents, he had 
been educated at the pubUc schools, and finished his 
studies at a celebrated university, while they were 
brought up at little provincial seminaries and could not 
boast of any classical attainments whatever. It would 
appear, however, that none of the parties were very 
ricli at this period, for they lived with a degree of 
frugality that will be deemed rather singular when 
contrasted with their future wealtli and celebrity. 
They used generally, in vacation time, to dine together 
at a small eating*house near Chancery Lane, where 
their meal was supplied to them at the charge of 7^^. 
a head. Tooke, iu giving an account of these repasts 
many years after, used to say, ^* Dunning and myself 
were generous, for we gave the girl who waited on us 
a penny a piece, but Eenyon, who always knew the 
value of money, rewarded her with a halfpenny, and 
sometimes with a promise/"^ The friendship with 
Home Tooke did not last long. That eccentric genius 
went abroad, and on his return took orders, and the 
quondam alUes probably never met again till, in 1792, 
the Bev. J. Home Tooke appeared before Lord Chief 
Justice Kenyon as defendant in an action at the suit 
of Mr. Fox. The friendship of Dunning, on the con- 
ftrary, was productive of great advantage to Kenyon. 
This talented man, who was a year older than his 
friend, had been called to the Bar about the same 
time. For many years he had remained almost 
unemployed. From a comparison of their fee-books, 
which I subjoin, it will be seen that, until the year 

I Stephen's Memoin of Home Tooke, p. SSL 
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1762, Dimniiig was veiy little the better off of the 
two.^ 

In the course of that year one of * the leaders on the 
Northern CSrcuit was suddenly attacked with a fit of 
.the gout, and placed his brie& in the hands of Mr. 
Dunning, who conducted himself so aUy that his prac- 
tice began rapidly to increase/' 

His reputation was confirmed by his celebrated 
aigument against general warrants, and in 1764, he 
was making 2,000/. a year. 

This success was attained by a man who laboured 
under many disadvantages. * Never perhaps,' says 
Wrazall, * did nature enclose a more illuminated mind 
in a body of meaner or more abject appearance. It is 

' Tim foflairiiig ■taleuMni of ths oompanliT* ■anw nuKd* bj 
ThtuSag and Kenyon «fc the B«r k from Hm Diaiy : — 
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(liiBcult to do justice to the peculiar 8i)ocieis of ugliucss 
which characterized his person and figure, though he 
did not labour under any absolute deformity of shape 
or limb .... Even his voice was so husky and 
choaked with phl^m, that it refused utterance to the 
sentiments which were dictated by his superior intel- 
Ugence. But aU these imperfections and defects of 
configuration were obliterated by the ability which he 
displayed. In spite of the monotony of his tones and 
his fatal want of animation, as well as grace, yet 
so powerful was reason when flowing from his lips, 
that every murmiu: became hushed, and every ear 
attentive.* * 

This curious picture is borne out by the description 
of contemporary writers, and by the likenesses of him 
which have survived. His rapidity of thought seems 
to have been quite wonderful. * Mr. Dunning,' says 
another reminiscent, * was the quickest man I ever knew 
at the Bar. If an objection was to be taken or 
answered at Nisi Prius, he did it on the instant : his style 
of reasoning was sometimes too subtle for his 
hearers.' ' 

Bunning's acquaintance with Kenyon had convinced 
him of the great talents which the latter possessed, and 
with true firiendsliip he encouraged him to persevere. 

J. Dunning^ Esq.^ to Lbyd Kenyan^ Esq. 

* M. Temple, London, September 30, 1703. 

* Dear Sir, — Allow me to interrupt your amusements 
for a moment. I write only to tell you that I am vexy 

1 WfmuU*! Memmn, Fini Beriee, p. 41. 
' KiehoU*! ReooUeetiom, p. 346. 
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CHAP, mucli ill want of your Notetf, and to remind you of 
^■ 1 , " your promise to bring them to town with you, whidi, 
^''^ when you have this written memorandum by you, I 
trust you will not forget. 

^ Having already profited much, and being thus de* 
sirous of profiting still more, by your industry, gratitude 
as well as firiendship induce me to wish that you wo' 
put yourself in the way to profit by it as you ought. 
Let me press you, therefore, as I have often done, to 
return to us with a resolution to take or buy chambers, 
to become a rq^ular settled lawyer. Nothing more, 
be assured, is wanting to place you in that rank in the 
profession which your friends think your due, and 
cannot without indignation see others less deserving 
usurp. 

* In the meantime, shall I buy or sell any stock for 
you? That's the only business w*^ engages any- 
body's attention here at present. If you would buy, 
however, I wish I Imd had your commission before the 
intelligence of the important event which will be for- 
warded to you by this post, had niiscd the price ; an 
event on which, as a lover of peace,' I desire to con- 
gratulate you. On the fate of this place, that of his 
Orace of Bedford's negotiation was understood to de- 
pend altogether. Had the attack miscarried, tlie Spa- 
niard wo' not have acceded, 'tis said, to any terms of 
accommodation : but the restoration of this important 
place, which he cannot otherwise recover, will, 'tis 
thought, engage his assent to any treaty, of which that 
is an article. 

* I wish you a good session, and, indeed, all manner of 

> C^itim of tiM ' HftTannah,* Angiwt, 1762. 
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good thiugs ; piirticularly a good fiix', and whatever chap. 
else can contribute to make your dreary climate com- *- 
fortablc, until the impoesibiUty of continuing longer so 
near the Pole obliges you and the woodcocks to direct 
your course towards a wanner region, which I hope 
will not fail to be the case a month hence. 

*Pray convey my comp** and good wishes to your 
brother, and believe me always, 

* Your £Edthful friend and humble servant, 

*J. DciwiNo/ 

The rising advocate was, however, able to give his 
friend more valuable assistance than good advice. No 
sooner were his own feet firmly planted on the ladder 
than he at once held out a helping hand to Kenyon. 

As his business increased he found himself by 
degrees overburdened with cases. He had taken a 
villa at Ealing, and here the two friends used generally 
to dine and sleep two or three times in the week. 
Here also came Mansfield, Chambre, Vansittart^ Ley, 
Thurlow and others, after the courts were up. 

In return for his hospitality, Kenyon assisted in 
answering the oa.ses wliich they brought down with 
them. The following entry ^appears in his Diary for 
1767 : — * Answered twenty cases for Dunning. Mr. 
D. told me he had fifty-three retainers for contested 
ejections in House of Commons.' 

Another deputy, or devil, as they were called in the 
profession, was Wilson, afterwards a judge. 

It was in allusion to Uiis method of proceeding that^ 
when asked by a friend how he managed to get 
through so much business, Dunning replied, * I do one 
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third of it, another third docs itself, aud tlie rcmaiuuig 
^ third continues undone' 

The practice was of material benefit to the deputies. 
By d^rces the attomep found out how it was that tlie 
cases were so speedily answered, and Eenyon began to 
be lai^ly employed first hand. On this slight founda- 
tion his future celebrity vras built. Ten years later he 
was making 3,000/. a year solely by opinions. 

Another occurrence deserves notice, inasmuch as it 
had a material efiTect in influencing his fortunes. 

A chance had introduced him to the Duke of Port- 
land, who was then straining every nerve to secure 
the northern elections for Government against the in- 
fluence of Sir James Lowther, * a name,' says Wrazall, 
* which was rendered odious by this memorable 
contest' ^ 

The Duke was glad to secure a hard-working lawyer 
for the elections, and Kenyon accompanied him to 
OarUsle and afterwards to Cockermouth, and drew the 
necessary documents. He had the satisfitction of 
securing the return of his clients for the borough : but 
in the county the Sheriff refused so many votes on the 
ground of informality, that Sir James Lowther was re- 
turned by a small nugority. The result, however, was 
not acquiesced m by the Duke, and when Parliament 
met, Eenyon was employed as counsel for Mr. Fletcher, 
and had the satis&ction of reversing the pomtion of the 
opponents. The connection thus formed was of great 
advantage to him, and the Duke continued to consult 
him on various matters as long as he remained at the 
bar. 

* Wnunll*t Mmoin, FEnt 8«iMt. 
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The following letter will show the estimation in chap. 
which he held him : — ^* m -> 
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The Duke of Portlaiid to Lloyd KenyoUy Esq. 

' Charles Street, B. Square, Sunday, July 10, 1768L 

* My dear Sir, — ^Poorly as the inclosed may express 
the sense of the gentlemen concerned in the Cmnberland 
and Carlisle elections, as well as my own, custom 
must apologize for such an offer, and your own kind- 
ness and zeal for the cause will, I hope, represent to 
you the sentiments we entertain of the services you 
rendered to the cause. We have only to beg the con- 
tinuance of your assistance in the completion of this 
work, when Mr. Fletcher's petition comes on to bo 
heard, and I therefore shall only detain you to wish 
you all kinds of success in your journey, and to assure 
you that I am, with great haste, 

* Dear Sir, 
* Your very faithfull, humble servant, 

• Portland/ 

^ My head has been so full of Uie Cumberland business 
whenever we have met, that I never recollected to 
mention to you, or rather put you in mind of, some 
hints you once dropped about my estate in Cheshire. 
If you should remember anything upon the subject, I 
should be much obliged to you for the repetition of it. 
I can be at home at any hour to-morrow morning 
before dinner, or can call upon you.' 

The following, though they belong to a somewhat 
earlier jxsriod, may perhajM find a place hero :— 
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CHAF. 

IL F. Ftlmer^ Esq.y to Lloyd Kenyan^ Esq. 



% 



ISm. < Brick Oomt, DeoemUr 19, 1761. 

•Dear Sir, — ^With the assistance of one of your own 
franks, I am enabled to return you my thanks for your 
obli^ng letter of y* I6th, the receipt of w*^ gave 
me a very sensible pleasure. The pleadings you en- 
closed will be of service to me ; I had before been 
endeavouring to borrow a little sense uix>n y* sub- 
ject from our fnend Tom Walker, but he co' not 
furnish me with a precedent, w^ was the thing I 
chiefly wanted, and his learning upon it was somewhat 
too refined for a novice like myself, though I dare 
say it wo' have been very intelligible to Yates or 
Ashurst; however, he seemed to agree with you in 
opinion, that in ixiint of reason and sense the Bepli- 
cation ought to conclude to y* country, but that the 
current or rather torrent of authorities was otherwise, 
w^ I suppose will drive us to our Bejoinder. 

* The day you went out of town the Parliament met 
in the Middle Temple hall, and after choosing Mr. 
Morris their speaker, resolved on a call of y* House, 
and Mr. Wood, the Sei^ at Arms, was commanded 
to give personal notice to all the Members then in 
town. The session continued during the rem' of 
Vacation Commons, and as I hear, for I never attended, 
the House came to several resolutions of great import- 
ance, but as y* votes are not published, I know not 
the particulars, further than that they sat very late 
the last day of their session upon a motion for im- 
peaching Mr. Lofll, the worthy president of y* Bar- 
mess, of high crimes and misdemeanours pretended to 
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have been committed by him during the last term in chap. 
violation of the rights and privileges of the Commons. 
The debate was long and maintained with great 
obstinacy on both sides ; but at length, the worthy 
gentleman's friends so far prevailed, that he who 
attended pursuant to summons was allowed to make 
his defence in his place, which he did much to y* 
satisfaction and entertainment of all partys, not except- 
ing liis most violent opponents. The chief s^jcakers in 
this and every other debate of consequence were 
Messrs. Dunning and Hotham,^ whose eloquence lias 
been much applauded. These gentlemen attended that 
service with y* greater assiduity as they were ex- 
cluded from the gallery of y* other House of Com- 
mons by an order expressly prohibiting the admission 
of any but the sons of Members or Peers of Parliament 
.... I have been to see y* Coronation procession 
at both Houses ; that at Covent Garden is most magnifi- 
cent indeed and infinitely beyond what I expected.. 

* You see the Chief Justice of y* Common Pleas is 
dead,' and probably to-night*s Gazette may declare his 
successor ; 'tis generally thought ' Mr. Att^ vrill be the 
man, tho' 'tis said Bathiu^t makes a push. If y* 
Att' takes it, Mr. Soil' ^ will of course succeed him, 
and then the contest for Soil', 'tis imagined, will lye 
between Norton • and de Grey.* 

* I am y' affectionate and obliged serv*, 

*Frax. Filmer.' 

> Afterw»rdi Baron of the Exchequer. 

• Lord Chief Juitioe WiUee. * Pntt, afterwards Lord Camden. 

* Gharlea York*. * Afterwarda Speaker. 

* Afterwarda Lord Walaingham, Chief Jtiatioe of the Comvon 
Pleaa. 
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The following is another letter fin>m the pen of Mr. 
Perdval, who appears to have shared the perplexities 
of some people at the present day respecting the aims 
and practioes of the clergy :— 

(Bxtnet) 

* The worthy Clergy of the Diocese of Canterbury 
are very pompous in their address, and if his Majesty 
will follow the advice of that learned reverend body 
without reserve, I doubt not but the Everlasting Crown 
they promise him would be such a one as Laud pro- 
vided for Charles y* 1st I am sincerely for the 
good of the Chiuch of England, but I freely own I 
think the Clergy ought not to be concerned in State 
aflairs, for they always make blundering work of it : 
thdr politicks being more calculated for the meridian 
of Madrid or Lisbon, dian that of London or West- 
minster. In the meantime, if they can flatter the 
present King into good measures, I will say they have 
once done well. But what are we to say to the address 
of the London Clergy. They seem to be as much too 
low as the Canterbury folks are too high. Now I 
draw from these addresses this inference — Seeker^ 
thinks his interest at Court is rising, and Sherlock ' his 
over m that pious place. Tou will say I judge harshly, 
bat remember, whensoever you want a key to a priest's 
conduct, that interest is his ruling motive. 

* Y^ aff. kinsman and very humble servant, 

*Tho8. Pbrcival.* 

Meanwhile Dunning's fiune had been rising rapidly. 

« AidibUhop of GMiieriNuy ob. 1768. 
* BiilMip<ir London from 1740 to 1761. 
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* Mr. Dunning/ records Mr. Kenyon,^ * made a most 
celebrated speech at the Bar of the House of Lords 
for the East India Company, against a Bill for restrain- 
ing them from increasing theur dividends. He spoke 
above three hours.' 

^ Mr. Dunning told me that he had this evening had 
an ofier made him of the post of Solidtor-Oencral, 
which I advised him to accept.' ' 

* Mr. Dunning told me he had been last night ' with 
the Lord Chancellor and had accepted the office of 
Solicitor-General.' 

*Went to Little Ealing with Mr. Solicitor-General 
for dinner.^ Cornwall, Mansfield, Kirby and Martin 
dined there. Mr. S. G. told me he got last year by 
his business above 6,100/., and that his fees of office 
did not amount to the odd money above the 6,000/.' 

Mr. Dunning, however, felt how precarious was the 
tenure of the office he had accepted, and was not 
unnaturally solicitous as to the position he might occupy 
in the event of a change of Government. Li this 
matter he seeks the advice of his friend : — 

John Dunning^ Esq. to Uayd Kenyon^ Esq. 

* Teignmoath, near Aahbmion, DeTonahin, 
' September 27, 1768. 

* My dear Friend, — ^As it is now necessaiy for me to 
come to a speedy resolution on the question which I 
have for some time past been call'd on to consider, 
whether I ought to continue in the path I have 
hitherto successfully trod in, or to seek my fortune 

* June 23, 1767. * Deoember 16, 1767. 

> Deoember 17, 1767. « June 12, 1766. 
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GEAR elsewhere, as I am sensible Uiis is oue of tliose questioiM 
of which one's friends can judge much better than 



^^^^ one's self, and as there is none in the number of those 
I ha%'e the hon' to count such in whose friendship 
(NT in whose judgment I have a more thorough confi- 
dence, I am unwilling to decide upon this point with- 
out writing to consult you, since unfortunately I cannot 
do it in penon. I remember very well, you have told 
me more than once that I ought to take this step, but 
I am not sure whe^ you had at all coiisider'd it, or 
spoke only the opinion of the moment. Pniy weigh it 
for me with the attention it deserves, and give me the 
result as soon as you can, which will greatly conduce 
to what my mind in this instance stands much in need 
of. Decision. You will conuder that it embarks me in 
an unknown sea in which, whatever opinion I may 
entertain of my own skill, or the partiality of my 
fnends may incline them to entertain of it, there must 
be a d^ree of hazard ; what is worse, that with the 
utmost success that can be hoped for, the adventure, 
pecuniarily considered, must be a losing oue ; but what 
is still worse than all (and this makes me again and 
again regret that I did not profit by the advice you 
gave me on a former occasion) is the chance, to say no 
more, of losing the rank which alone suggests the 
measure now under consider*. To say truth, this 
is the objection that sticks most with me. The danger 
of an untrodden path, after the good fortune I have 
had in getting thro' other difficulties of the like 
nature, I am not so pusillanimous ^w to dread more 
than I ought : the pecuniary loss I have almost pre- 
dudcfl myself from laying much Mrow on by the step 
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I have already takeu, and I will not look back ; but, chap, 
having perhaps unwisely put myself in a situation ^" » ■ 
which at present I presume to think it is of no great ^^^^ 
consequence to me whether I keep or quit, I foresee 
that the measure proposed, if pursued, will enhance 
the value of it amaadngly, from the very ineligible 
station the loss of it, after having taken this step, wo' 
place me in. Now, what there is to be put in the 
other scale I hardly know ; the higher hon" of tlie 
prof, strange as it may seem, if I know myself, I 
do not wish for. However, you will, I know, see all 
these things, as you do everything, in a clearer and 
juster light, and will value them all according to their 
true estimation. Tell me thci^efore what I ought to 
chuse, and you will lend me an opinion upon a sub- 
ject on which I find myself unable to form one. I 
need not tell you, what the nature of the subject be- 
speaks, that this scrawl is intended for no eye but 
yours, nor need (I trust) make any professions of the 
regard and affect" with w^ I am 

^ Always yours, 

* J. D.* 

^ Lbyd Kenyan^ Esq.^ to John Dtmntng^ Esq. 

^ My dear Friend, — ^I am honoured with your letter 
at my return from Stafford sess*^ Nothing but the 
most extream partiality ever prompted you to ask my 
sentiments upon any point upon which you doubted, 
and that w** you now call upon me to consider is 
of all others the most important and furthest out of 
my reach. I have certainly more than once talked of 
your removal into the Couit of Chancery as a step 

D 
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GBAP. fit for you to oonrnder, and the inclination of my 
^" f - opinion wa8» that you ought to take that resolution* 

^'^ I think 80f not because it w' redound to your ad- 
vantage in point of pecuniaiy profit, but because it 
seemed the road to the highest honours of the pro- 
fession ; and I am sure I do not flatter when I say 
that you have only to take the right road to ensure 
your arriving at the end of the journey. I am afraid 
you deodve yourself when you think you do not wish 
for the higher honours of the profess^. At present, 
to be in the situation you are, is perhaps more eligible. 
But the time will come when ** non progredi est re- 
gredi,** and I am afraid it would be rather irksome to 
you to see others go forwards who can have no other 
chance but by your being out of the way. I would 
not be understood to say, for I protest I do not think, 
that you can in any situation be out of the way ; but 
still the O of Chancery seems to me to be the 
readier road, and a short attendance there before will 
make the cushion easier to you when you shall sit 
upon it. Upon this matter, therefore, I still think the 
removal a right measure, but all this depends entirely 
on your continuing within the Bar. The newspapers 
talk of changes in the State, and some of your friends 
are named as those who will resign. If you partake 
of their disgust or have any other the most distant 
view of giving up your present rank and going 
again with* the Bar, you must not think of changing 
your Court; for it would be truly ridiculous to see you 
openii^ trials and answers drawn by me and any but 
yourself. As long as the Chancellor continues in place, 
can there be any impropriety in your applying for a 
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King's Counsel's patent, or patent of precedence to chap. 
improve your rank at all events? I should think '- » 
they would hold themselves obliged to you for putting ^^^^ 
it in their power to do you a service. If the ** Ins '^ and 
the ** Outs " are in a fluctuating condi", I would not 
have you determine till you have considered. Youll 
sny I leave you as undecided as I found you — ^perhaps 
so, but upon reading what I have written, I almost 
wonder I have presumed to opine so much as I have. 
Do what your own judgment suggests and you will not 
err. I am not made of materials fit to advise you. It 
is only for me most sincerely to esteem you. I am, 
my dear Dunning, 

* Your most obliged and attached 

•UK. 

* 7ik Odober, 176S.' 

Wlicn in 1770 the difficulty here alluded to actually 
occurred, Lord Mansfield took the opportunity of pay- 
ing Mr. Dimning a singular and gratifying compliment. 
It is thus recorded in the Diary :^ * Mr. Dunning appeared 
at Westminster Hall, in Banco Regia^ in a stuff gown, 
without the Bar, having resigned the post of Solicitor- 
General. Lord Mansfield told him he should call to 
him to move next after the Serjeants and the Becorder, 
and that he supposed the rest of the Bar would not be 
displeased at it. Tlie gentlemen without the Bar in 
the other Court also gave place to him next after the 
Becorder of London.' 

About this time, Mr. Kenyon made the acquaintance 
of another rising lawyer, who became aftierwards one 

< HigrS, 1770. 
02 
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CHAP, of the most cmstant of his friends. Tlie following are 
* » -^ the earliest of a long scries of letters from Pepper 
'"'^ Aiden, afterwards Lord Alvanley : — 

(IzftrMt) 

« Slockporl, SfplMiber 4tk, 1769. 

* Some friends of mine in this town have been so 
partial to me as to desire my opinion upon a case 
which, though in a branch of the law to which I am 
at present almost an utter stranger, is to them of no 
small importance. I said the Poor Laws were a sub- 
ject which I had never properly attended to, and 
begged they would resort to other advice. But my 
oinnion was still desired. Under these circumstances, 
willing to do myself no discredit in the eyes of my 
comitiymen, I have presumed to apply to you. .... 
I am well convinced that you have buriness enough of 
your own upon your hands, which would make it 
highly improper for me to ask such a &vour from you.' 

The request was promptly granted, and Mr. Arden 
gratefully acknowledges his friend's assistance : — 

* I b^ you will accept my best thanks for the favour 
of your obli^ng letter, as also for the very friendly 
offer of your assistance upon future occasions. I value 
no man's fri^idship and advice more than yours.' 

It is pleasing to trace the early dawning of friend- 
ships which lasted without interruption as long as Mr. 
Eenyon lived. These letters, too, illustrate one very 
agreeable feature in his character : his complete unsel- 
fishness. Throughout his life, his great abilities were 
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always at the service of his friends, both high aiid low, chap. 
and the tradition still survives in the neighbourhood ^" / ■> 
in which he Uved, that he never refused to help one ^^' 
of his poorer neighbours, with the same care and 
attention that he would bestow on a case of the 
greatest importance. ^ 

' The following extracto from Mr. Kenyon*! Ditiy an wortli pra- 
■erring :— 

* 1769, May 10.^A tuiouli about tho King's Benoh Pkuon on Mr. 
Wilkes* eooount ; lome people killed by the loldien. 

' Feb. 3.— 43ir Fletcher Norton kieeed hentU on being made 0. J. 
in Eyre, whioh place for life, with a large pen'Lon annexed to it, were 
his wages from the Ministry for the part he took in Pariiament against 
Mr. Wilkes. Mr. WaUace told me he had been with the OhanoeUor 
(Oamden) last night, and had a promise of being immediately mad« 
a King's Counsel ' 
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CHAPTER m. 

BadraeUfrom Dianf-'-Charlea Tark&^IntrodtKiUm to Thmrhw aitd 

John 8eoUr~~Jjppainied a King's Oamuel and CKirf Jmliee of 

ChtncTm 

(1770-1780.) 

eoAF. Mb« Eentok had hitherto taken little or no notice 
°^ ^ of public affairs. Immersed in his professional pursuits, 
197a. he found little time to spare for the stormy contro- 
veraes which then made up political life. But his 
intimacy with Dunning gave him some insight into 
pesang events, and he occasionally recorded in his 
Diary some of the incidents which came before his 
notice in his intercourse with his friend. 

Some of these records are not without value ; and 
with a brief explanation of the events to which they 
refer, I shall proceed to insert some of them, which 
belong to this period. 

The year 1770 dawned amid intrigues which subse- 
quent events rendered eminently tragical. The Oovem- 
ment, divided against itself, and assailed from without 
with merited reproach, for its conduct towards Wilkes 
and in the management of afiairs in America, had 
hardly a friend in Parliament. The support of the 
Sng might, nevertheless, have enabled the Ministers to 
weather the storm, had it not been for the extra- 
ofdinary resuscitation of the Earl of Chatham. This 
celebrated statesman, who had been supposed dead to 
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the political world since his resignatiou iu 1768, sud- chap, 
denly re-appeared in tlie House of Lords, to protest ^— ■ ^ 
against the arbitrary measures of a Government which ^'^^ 
he himself had called into existence :— 

^ The constitution of the country/ he said, * has been 
openly invaded, in fact ; and I have heard with horror 
and astonishment, that invasion defended upon prin- 
ciple. What is this mysterious power, undefined by 
law, unknown to the subject, which we must not 
approach without leave, nor speak of without reve- 
rence ; which no man may question, and to which 
all men must submit ? I thought the slavish doctrine 
of passive obedience had long since been exploded; 
and when our kings were obliged to confess their 
title to the crown and the rule of their government 
had no other foundation than the known laws of the 
land, I never expected to hear a divine right, or 
a divine infallibility attributed to any other branch 
of the legislature. Power vdthout right is the most 
odious and detestable object that can be offered to 
the human imagination — ^it is not only pernicious to 
those who are subject to it, but tends to its own 
destruction. It is as Littleton has truly described 
it— retf detestabilia et caduca* 

This animated speech was almost theatrically effective. 
The Chancellor, Lord Camden, stung to the quick by 
some remarks on his conduct, declared himself opposed 
to the policy of his colleagues. To the astonishment of 
the House, he acknowledged that he had long tacitly 
disapproved of their measures. With a blind fiedth in 
Cliatham, he had continued to hope against hope, that 
that great statesman might, restored to health, yet 
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OAP. reanimate the fiiiliiig counseb of the Minuitry. When 
the Earl retired, he had adhered reluctantly to the 
Duke of Grafton, to whom he was personally attached. 
Stterly did he repent his adhesion* But now he would j( 

ccmipronuse hhnself no longer : his conscience would 
not allow him to assodate himself even in name witli 
measures which he detested. 

Far better would it have been for his reputation, had 
he earlier acted up to these principles. The possibility 
of his retirement had been foreseen many months 
before. As early as November Mr. Kenyon alludes, 
in a letter, to the reports then current : — 

*The papers will inform my uncle of the event 
of his friend Wilkes' cause. To-morrow it will be 
known when ihe Ftoliament will meet It is imagined 
it will not be till the 9th or 16th of January. Tlie 
Solf -Genial seems to expect considerable changes 
before the meeting, and told me he suspected tlie 
Crhancellor and he should resign.' 

The responsibility of each individual Minister for the 
acts of his colleagues is a doctrine whicli, in the 
interests of political moraUty, camiot be too rigidly 
enforced ; and Lord Camden cannot be justified for his 
tadt acquiescence in the arbitraiy measures which he 
afterwards repudiated. 

It must be owned, however, that the doctrine of 
Ministerial responmbility was, in those days, very leni- 
ently interpreted, and posterity will perhaps &voumbly 
compare the mistaken party spirit of Lord Camden with 
the unfortunate loyalty of Lord North. The Wliigs in 
opposition were naturally delighted at the defection of 
an opponent of such position and character,and did their 
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best to prevent a successor of auy calibre from filling chap. 
his place. The Earl of Shelbume declared that the ^ , _- 
seals would go a-begging, but he hoped there would WO. 
not be found in the kingdom a vnretch so base and 
mean-spirited as to accept them on the conditions on 
which they must be offered. 

The Idlnistry was at its last gasp. The Marquis of 
Granby and the Solicitor-General had divided with 
Lord Camden against their colleagues, and were 
expected to resign with him. For a few days it was 
vainly hoped that matters might be accommodated. 
But George m. was furious at the defection of the 
malcontents, and would have dismissed the Chancellor, 
if he had not followed up the intention indicated in his 
speecli and resigned. The story is here taken up 
in the Diary :— 

^ Janry. 14. — ^Mr. Solicitor told me the Chancellor 
was to go out as soon as somebody could be met with 
to take the seals ; that Lord Mansfield had refused it ; 
that he, Mr. Solicitor, should resign in a few days, 
though he was solicited by (the) administration to stay 
in, and had great promises made him. 

* Jan. 17^.— Tlie Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons ^ sent to the House to resign his place, on account 
of ill-health. The Chancellor delivered up the Seal, 
which was given to Cliarlcs Yorke. Mr. Solicitor went 
to court this day as Solicitor, but told me he should resign 
his post to-morrow, and Thurlow was to succeed him. 

'19tA.— The Sol'^-Gen^ sent to the new Chan- 
cellor, in order to wait upon him to resign his office, 
but his lordship was ill. 

■ Sir John Cust. 
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ciLkP. *20M.— News brought us to Mr. Sol*^ that L' 
^- i * Chancellor Yorke died between five and six o'clock, 
^'^ of the breaking of a blood-vessel, as it was said. 

' 21— Ur. SoV went this day to the Duke of 
Grafton, to desire he would represent to the 
King that Mr. Sol* wished to resign. The Oreat 
Seal was delivered this evening to Baron Smythe, 
Mr. Justice Bathurst, and Mr. Justice Aston. Most 
wonderful I 

* LL E. dined this day with Mr. Sol* Gen' Dunning, 
at his chambers in Lincoln's Inn, alone. Mr. Sol* 
told me that before last Tuesday the Marquis of 
Bockingham and his friends had suspected that 
Mr. Charles Yorke had a mind to take the seals : that 
on Tuesday Mr. Yorke was with the King, and then 
refused to be Chancellor. That from the Cng he 
came to Lord Bockingham's (where many of his friends 
were) and told them of his refusal. They highly ex- 
toUed his behaviour, and the Marchioness of Bock- 
ingham, and the ladies with her, were acquainted with 
Mr. Yorke's spirited behavioiur : they came downstairs 
and kissed him as the first of patriots. The next day 
Mr. Yorke was to go to court (as the etiquette requires) 
to make his bow and thank the King for the honour 
intended him. On his way thither, he called upon his 
brother the Earl of Hardwicke, and left him with a 
seeming satisfiEU^tion in what he had done in refusing 
the seals. At the levee he saw many of the Bocking- 
ham party, who coi^ratulated him on the conduct of 
the preceding day. The King, instead of taking Mr. 
Yorke's bow in the Circle, directed the Lord in waiting 
to tell Mr. Yorke to come into the closet. He went in. 
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and was there prevailed upon to take die Great Seal as chap. 



Chancellor. From court he went to his brother Lord 
Hardwicke, in order, as supposed, to give him an account ^^^ 
of what had happened, and to justify his conduct. He 
was immediately let into the room to his brother, 
where was Lord Bockingham. Neither of them knew 
or suspected what had happened. He seemed much 
confused, hesitated, and was at a loss what to say. Hb 
brother blamed him. Lord Bockingham said (politely) 
he durst say he had reasons for what he had done, and 
it was unnecessary for him then to trouble himself with 
^ving an account of the business. He left his brother's 
and ordered his carriage to drive to St. James's (with a 
view, as supposed, to resign the Great Seal). But just 
at the Palace gates he ordered his servant to drive 
home. Soon after he got home, he was seized with a 
fever (owing, as supposed, to his agitation of mind). 
About four o'clock on Saturday morning the 20th, as 
he was straining to vomit, a blood-vessel broke, and 
from that time till after five that afternoon, when 
he died, he frequently vomited great quantities of 
blood. His lady was by when the blood-vessel broke : 
she fell into hystericks, and was not recovered when he 
died. His patent for a peerage was made out and 
given liim during his illness : he threw it by, seeming 
dissatisfied. When he was looked upon by the physicians 
to be in extreme danger. Lord Hardvdcke was sent 
to and consulted with whether the patent should not 
be sealed, who directed that it should not So that it 
was not sealed when he died.' 

I have inserted this narrative, written on the evening 
after Charles Yorke's death, in txtenso^ as it to a great 
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CHAP, extent corroborates the statement afterwards published 
^- , .^ by Lord Hardwicke, and refutes the stoiy which attri- 
^**' butes the death to suicide— a story which has been 
somewhat generally believed, without, I think, suffi- 
cient evidence to substantiate it. To supply the loss 
of Charles Torke, the Government redoubled their 
eflbrts to regain Dunning. 

On the 21st, writes Mr. Eenyon : — 

* Mr. Sol* also told me (what he said he had not, nor 
probably should tell to any o' person living), that if 
he would have continued in his place, it vras intimated 
to him he should immediately be made Attorney- 
General ; and if that place was properly filled, Mr. de 
Chrey would have the Great Seal. But for his own 
part be thought it handsomer to resign, when he could 
no longer concur in the measures of Government, than 
lay them under the odium of turning him out for 
acting in Parliament according to his opinion. That he 
did not know he should ever take any imploymcnt 
again. This he was resolved of, that he would not do 
it till things were greatly changed, and till there was a 
well-grounded assurance that there would be some 
stability in Government, which he saw no prospect of. 

*That the Duke of Grafton told him this day, when 
he waited upon him about resigning the post of 
Solidtor-Gen^ that in his ride out yesterday he 
met Lord Camden, and sincerely congratulated his 
Lfship on his having retired from publick business. 
That his Grace observed to his Lordship, that since 
they who had set out in administration of publick 
aflairs with the same sentiment had not agreed to- 
gether, he saw no probability of the members of the 
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present Opposition agreeing, when the zeal of opposi- chap. 
tion could not prevail upon the leaders to avoid show- ^ ■ ■*> 
ing their differences of opinion at present. ^'^ 

*He also told me that the Hon^ Mr. Thomas 
Howard was meant to be proposed by tlie Opposition 
to-morrow, as a candidate for the post of Speaker of the 
House of Commons, against Sir Fletcher Norton ; diat 
if the Ministry could get from Sir Fletcher his grant 
for life of the Cliief-Justiceship in Eyre, he beHeved they 
did not care what became of him : that he thought 
if the Opposition would propose Mr. Grcnville or 
Mr. Dowdeswell as Speaker, tliey would carry their 
point against the Ministry. 

* He said he thought it was fortunate for Mr. Yorke's 
character, as a lawyer, that he was dead, as he did not 
look upon him (as) equal to the office of Chancellor, 
and thought if he had held the Seal two or three years 
people would have changed their opinion as to his 
ability ; that his arguments never, in his opinion, pro- 
duced conviction. 

'The day Mr. Torke refused the Great Seal, L' 
C. J. Wilmot was desired to be 1st L' Commissioner, 
and refused it.' 

These circumstances led to the resignation of the 
Duke of Grafton, and Lord North was appointed his 
successor. 

To his long administration it will be necessary here- 
after to refer. 

Mr. Eenyon, who now occupied chambers in Essex 
Court, was making rapid progress. His fee-book shows 
that his receipts, wliich in 1770 amoimted to 1,200/., 
rose the following year to 2,500/., and in 1772 to 8,200/. 
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It was now understood in the profession that his prac- 
tioe was very considerable. In 1771, Lord Mansfield 
told him *that, considering his gains, he ought no 
longer to receive recovery money; for that, though he 
did not keep a chariot, he could aflbrd to do so/ * He 
does not appear during this period to have confined 
himself to one Court, or even to one branch of the pro- 
fession, but he accepted whatever employment was 
cSisred him, whether in the Common Law Courts or in 
Chancery. It was, perhaps, partly owing to this that 
he accumulated that wonderfully varied store of legal 
knowledge, which afterwards rendered him, in the 
opinion of many, equally fit to preside in the King's 
Bench and in Chancery. 

Mr. Dunning still remained in opposition. He availed 
himself of his leisure by taking a villa at Putney, where 
his weekly gatherings were resumed. Here met Wed- 
derbum, Ashurst, Wallace, Hotham, Mansfield, Orose, 
Ley, Jack Lee, Impey, Mltford, Skynner, Booke, Day, 
and shortly afterwards. Pepper Arden and Scott : an 
extraordinary roll of legal celebrities. It was here, 
too, that Kenyon first became acquainted with his 
greatest fiiend in after life, Edward, afterwards Lord 
Chancellor Thurlow. The firiendship between these two 
remarkable men originated in reciprocal kindnesses. 
Thurlow was an idle man, though probably not so idle 
as has generally been asserted. 

Kenyon, on the contrary, had an extraordinary 
capodty for work ; which, by a sort of tacit agreement, 
he put at the service of his firiend. 

Thurlow, in return, neglected no opportunity of pro- 

> DUtfjr. 
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moling his junior's advancement. Seldom, perhaps, chap. 
has a friendship so intimate subsisted unbroken through 
life, between men of such widely different characters : 
Thurlow, brilliant and witty, equally fitted to com- 
mand the senate and to charm the social circle- 
indolent or careless in details, inaccurate often from 
mere perversity or nonchalance, but towering above 
his contemporaries by the strength and vigour of his 
intellect : dictatorial and imperious to a decree, and 
holding the laxest opinions as to religious and moral 
observances : Kenyon, on the other hand, strict in his 
principles, and consistent in his adherence to them; 
almost intolerant in his hatred of vice and immorality ; 
shy and retiring ; no orator, no statesman ; peculiarly 
destitute of wit or imagination, but singularly slirewd 
and clear in his judgment, and rapidly accurate in his 
perception of the truth. Wanting the force and fire of 
his friend, he was gifted with the sterling qualities, the 
possession of which might have made Thurlow in 
reality what he was sometimes called, the Wolsey of 
his age. 

The following letter— the first of a long series — 
answers some congratulations which Kenyon had sent 
on his appointment as a King's Counsel (1771) : — 

* Edward ThurloWj Esq.^ to Lloyd Kenyan^ Esq. 

* Adelphi : Thnndaj. 

* D' Kenion.— Many thanks. Neither ambition, nor 
avarice, nor vanity have prompted me^ but a per- 
suasion that the thing will answer to me in securing 
to me a reasonable degree of credit, and a moderate 
addition to my present fortune. As to my want of 
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CEAP. diligence, you wound me and do me an injury, if you 
^ ■ ■' think I have hitely failed in that point. I have read 

.''^ and attended, since this Chanc' had the Seals, most 
diligently, upon my honor, and I can ensure to myself 
that I shall pursue the most unremitted industiy, if 
that will serve me. 

* I wish to know if you think that, with strict attend- 
ance and exertion, I may still do well, assisted by the 
gown, w*^ may give me, I sh' think, more chances 
of being tryed, especially in Equity, where I mean 
to (practise? X ^nd to confine my little exertions? 

'May I consult you at times as a director and en- 
lightener of my labours? Pray vrrite me a comforting 
letter if you think I deserve one : y' last chilled and 
fewered me very much. Adieu. 

* Mrs. H. is better, but still so weak that slie can 
scarce move.* 

It was about tiiis time that Kenyon struck up an 
acquaintance with another celebrity, John Scott, after- 
wards Lard Chancellor Eldon. In later years Lord 
Eldon always gratefully acknowledged Mr. Eenyon*s 
kindness to him at the outset of his professional life. 
He was specially recommended by him to conduct 
the CSIitheroe Election Petition, one of the first cases in 
which he gave proof of his splendid abilities. More 
than this, as Lord Eldon afterwards told his firiend the 
second Lord Kenyon, in the early days of his life in 
London he was allowed firee and every-day access to 
Kenyon's house, and on more than one occanon to his 
purse also. * If,' he added, * I was ever to forget it, I 
should be the most ungrateful man alive.* 
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From John Dunning is the following chatty letter, chap. 
which pleasantly alludes to the relations existing be- ^ » ' "> 
tween them : — 

From J. Dunning^ Esq.^ to Hayd Kenyan^ Esq. 

' Shaldon, near ABhbiirtoii, Doron^ 
' fieptembflT 94, 1771. 

' Dear Kenyon, — I am sorry to break in upon you, 
cm])loy'd tas^ I hope you ai*e, in planting, farming, or 
some other amusements that %vill return you incolumem 
Novembribus horia ; but I fancy I have a sort of pre- 
scriptive right to your assistance in all my difficulties, 
and as I have a letter infonning me that a respectable 
opinion has been given, totally differing from mine, on 
the case inclosed, I want the sanction of your autliority 
to satisfy me I am wrong, before I give up an opinion 
I have yet found no reason to retract. Give me there- 
fore one minute, for it will cost you no more, to tell 
me what answer I ought to have given, and in return 
I will pay you with a piece of advice which I rather 
wish than expect you to follow, i.^. not to employ 
another minute on any law subject till we meet. I 
have just subscribed my concurrence to an opinion of 
yours on a case of Mr. Crew*s. I hope you did not 
prove me wrong at Cliester, in the case of your friend 
the Recorder ? 

• Yours affect^ 

•J. d: 

In 1774 Mr. Eenyon was unfortunate enough to 
lose his mother, to whom he was sincerely attached, 
and the following year his father, at the advanced age of 
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CHAP, seventy-seven, followed her to the grave. He had been a 
^ . * most indulgent parent, and his sons felt his loss deeply. 
^^ Before he died he had the satisfaction of seeing his son 
Lloyd united in marriage to a lady in eveiy respect 
worthy of him. This was his first-cousin, Mary, 
daughter and co-heiress of Oeorge Eenyon, Esq., of 
Fed Hall, county Lane. Mr. Eenyon's choice proved 
a most fortunate one. His wife was a woman of more 
than ordinary ability, and of the most amiable temper 
and di^)Oflition. Through life she enjoyed his entire 
confidence, and lived with him on terms of the greatest 
affection. In the person of her son George, the 
second Lord Eenyon, who succeeded to the old Lan- 
cashire property, the two branches of the family were 
Uius re-united. 

Tlie death of his father placed Mr. Eenyon in an 
independent poation, and he might now, had he de- 
rired repose, have retired from his profession. But an 
idle life was unsuited to him ; he was on the high-road 
to distinction, and wisely determined to persevere. He 
rented a house in lincoln's Inn Fields, where he enter- 
tained his firiends firequently during the term; the 
vacation was occupied in visiting his relations or in 
ezcurrions. 

In 1774 a dissolution of Parliament took place, and 
Mr. Eenyon was strongly urged by his friends to allow 
himself to be nominated for the borough of Flint, in 
the place of Sir J. Olynne, whose retirement was 
thought probable. He had great promises of support, 
but Sir J. Olynne was persuaded to reconsider his 
determination, and Mr. Eenyon, in consequence, 
withdrew his pretensions. He was now lai^ely em- 
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ployed in the Equity Courts, and was rctainod to chap. 

111. 



aiguc several cases of importance before the Iloiise of ' 
Lords. i^»- 

He was probably surprised, however, when he was 
applied to for his opinion by no less a personage than 
the Lord Chancellor himself (Apsley). The question 
was then violently agitated both in Parliament and out 
of doors, whether the mother country had a legal right 
to tax the colonists for imperial purposes. The Chan- 
cellor, though a most excellent man, was not a very 
profound lawyer, and he appears to have consulted Mr. 
Eenyon on this point, and directed him to ascertain 
whether there were any precedents or authorities for 
such a coiu*se of actioo. 

* The Cliancellor sent for me after tlie rising of the 
coiut, to ask me whether there were any records of 
the old Earls of Chester having raised taxes or held 
parliaments within the county palatine, and talked with 
me at large as to the power of taxing by Parliament, 
though the places were not represented.' ^ 

IZis great abilities were at length to receive a more 
official recognition. On the death of Sir E. Aston, he 
was asked separately by Thurlow and Wedderburn, 
whether he would accept the vacant judgeship. Lord 
Mansfield also inquired of Wallace, whether he thought 
it probable the offer would be accepted, but he an- 
swered, * Certainly not,' and he was right. He w,as 
now at the head of his Circuit, and his professional 
gains were far in excess of the emoluments of a Puisne 
Judgeship ; piore than this, he was encouraged by 
Thurlow, who had now reached the Woolsack, to as- 

' Diary, February 11, 1775. 
m2 
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CHJkP. • pire to the highest honoun of the profesfdon. Tlie 
offer was repeated two years later, on the death of Sir 
W. Bkckstone, but again unhesitatingly declined, 
though considerable pressure was put upon him. 

^Febjf. 14, 1780.— Sir W. Blackstone, one of the 
judges of the Court of Common Pleas, died : a most 
learned judge. 

^Feb. 16.— Dined at Lord Chancellor's tete-a-tete. 

' He talked to me about supplying the vacancy in the 

C. P. : said he was much pressed in favor of Serj^ 

For^ter, and asked my opinion of Scrj^ Grose and 

John Wilson. 

*Fdf. 17. — Mr. .Justice Buller called on me 
about taking the judge's place, ui consequence of con- 
versation he had yesterday with the Chancf. 

^Feb. 18. — ^Mr. Baron Eyre called upon me, to 
persuade me to accept Uie vacant judgesliip in C. B., 
and told me the ChancF said he should think it an 
honor to himself to give it me. I declined it. Mr. 
Dunning told me the Chanel had this day men- 
tioned to him that the judge's place was at my service, 
if I would accept of it, but Dunning told him he 
tho* I w' not 

*Feb. 18 ^Breakfasted with the Chan*. I told 

him I declined being judge. He approved of my 
resolution, and bid me look to the Ch. Justiceship 
of Chester, which I sh' have, if he had the disposi- 
tioa of it Told me what had passed with Chief 
Justice de Orey respecting Serj^ Forster being judge, 
which de Ghrey requested. 

*Feb. 29.— The Att' Oeu' (Weddcrbuni) called 
on me, presmng me to take the Judge s place 
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in C. B.9 and intimated that he was to be Chief chap. 
Justice. • — ^^-^ 

• March 2.— The Lord President (Earl Bathurst) sent ^^*^ 
for me and spoke to me about being a Judge ; said he 
was sorry I had refused it, and^advised me to consider 
about it. 

•/tt/y 25, 1780.— Dined with Lord Chanc'. He 
told me he would get the place of C. J. of Chester for 
me if he could. He told me he had anonymous letters, 
as he supposed, from Mr. A., against my political 
principles.' ^ 

In 1779, Mr. Kenyon was junior to Dunning in the 
celebrated trial of Stratton and others for deposing 
Lord Pigot, Oovernor of Madras; but he does not 
appear to have had any opportunity of particularly 
distinguishing himself. He was now the head of his 
Circuit. On the relative success of his brother bar- 
risters on the Circuit, he thus comments in a letter to 
his wife : — * The Circuit has agreed very well with me 
— and though I am extremely in fashion among the 
attorneys, and in very nearly every cauae^ yet I do not 
find the fatigue of this sort of business so great as what 
I often experience in town, by the distraction occasioned 
by nmning from Court to Court, and the anxiety con* 

sequent upon that Burton does nodiing on the 

Circuit. He showed me a letter from Batt, who has 
had great success, in good business at Winchester, 
and in eighteen out of twenty-one causes at Salisbury. 
I think he will succeed now. Morris was in great 

' I rappoM ihui refen to Ardon, bat can find no due to tli«uiiiniuk 
tion in Mr. K.'t oorreipond«noo. 
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CHAP, credit. Raoke in nothing. I think Bower gets oil 
' - w ^ with us. Howarth in great credit. He and Cow^)er 
are the first candidates for my vacancy.' ^ 

The eminence which he had now attained justified 
the Chancellor in procuring for him the coveted dis- 
tinction of a Silk Gown : and he kissed hands on the 
30th of June on his appointment; Jack Lee and 
Pepper Arden^ both intimate Mends, being included in 
the same batch of King's Counsel. 

Shortly before the autumn assizes came on, Moretou, 
the Giicf Justice of Chester, was taken seriously ill. It 
was thought for a time that he might recover, and 
Kenyon was originally intended to liave acted as his 
deputy on the Circuit, and received the sign-manual to 
authorise him to do so. Before he set out, however, 
Morcton died, and Thurlow was not slow to confer u|)on 
his friend the appointment he most coveted. 

It is said that one Serjeant Davenpoit, a prosy 
lawyer of some stimdiug, who was very anxious for the 
promotion, thought to obtain the Chancellor's favour 
by accommodating himself to his well-known rough 
and ready humour. * The Chief-Justiceship of Cliester 
is vacant,' he said. * Am I to have it? ' 

The reply was equally laconic *Nol by God, 
Kenyon shall have it.' So anxious in truth had he 
been to gratify his fiiend, that, as Kenyon himself has 
recorded, the tears ran down his face when he told him 
the ncfws of his promotion. On anotlier occasion, when 
it was proposed to make Kenyon resign the oflice, on 
his appointment as Attorney-General, Lord Thurlow 

* Dftted Monnumth, Auguft 30, 1778. 
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burst in : ^ If you propose that to him, 111 send down 
an express, which shall reach him before the message 
from Government, and, advise him to fling the oflcr in ^'^^ 
your faces.' So strong in his aflections was thb haughty 
and imperious man. 

Mr. Eenyon's promotion was especially popular in 
the PriucipaUty, where he was deservedly esteemed 
and res^xK^tcd. * My reception here/ he writes from 
liis first Circuit, ^ has been flattering : bells, bonfires, 
and illuminations. Mr. Fitzmaurice and some other 
priuci[)al gentlemen of the county told me they came 
merely out of respect to me. I had a long civil mes- 
sage from Mr. Myddleton, of Chirk Castle,' &c. By 
the profession, too, the appointment was generally 
applauded. Mr. Eenyon's capacity was universally 
acknowledged, and he had gained the respect of his 
fellow barristers by resolutely refusing to have recourse 
to any unpro^x^r means of obtaining business. A very 
sincere friend. Sir Beaumont Ilotham, one of the Borons 
of the Exchequer, thus expresses the sentiments of the 
profession : — 

From Sir B. Uotham to Uoyd KenyoHj Esq. 

* LuicMtor, Auguit 20, 1760. 

* My dear Kenyon, — ^I was not anxious to be one of 
the first of your numerous friends who would send you 
their congratulations on your late promotion, because 
I trusted that you would not construe their sincerity 
by their date. And well knowing the strong tide with 
wliich such letters would flow in upon you, I wished 
rather that mine should reach you when you should 
be more at leisure to receive it. The hurry of that 
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CHAP. btudnesB and of your Circuit being now over, permit 
«— .r— -^ me, as an old fiiend, most sdncerely to rejoice with you, 
^^^^ that the profession has done you justice in placing you 
thus early in so honourable an office. It is not for me 
to address to you any of the gratulations that I make 
to the public on this occarion. But even you ought to 
kuow that the public feel such an interest in your pro- 
motion as is very rare. For, in my conscience, I 
believe there is not a man in this country, who is not 
highly satisfied with your advancement. I mean not 
to take up more of your time than to wish you your 
health to enjoy so desirable an office, being very sin- 
cerely interested in every passage of your life that b 
to lead to your happiness and honour. I beg you 
will be good enough to make my best com[>^ to 
Mrs. Kenyon, who I hope is as well as she ought to be. 
Wlien you have finished answering all your cases (if 
that time is ever to come), I wish Lady Hotham and I 
could flatter ourselves witli tlie hope of seeiug you 
both at Cliiselhurst, if you stay near London during 
the autumn. I shall be there in ten days or a fortnight 
at latest : and excepting the Old Bailey week, which 
c^immences on the 13th of September, I shall stay 
there till the term. You are well cnougli acquainted 
with CTircuits to know that they are too much alike to 
admit of any news fix>m them. We have gone on 
very happily, have had very fine weather, and as times 
go, a reasonable quantity of business. At York tlicre 
was very little. At Durham I had a good deal. At 
Newcastle, L' Loughborough had. At Carlisle I was 
worked, having an entry of forty causes. Here the 
buaness seems to be much as usual, tho' I don't 
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yet know what the entry will be. I hope your Circuit chap. 
went off smoothly. ^. . .i^ 

* Once more, my dear firiend, adieu : and give me ^^^- 
credit for warm sentiments of regard upon this and 
every other occa8ion«->being very truly 

^ YouiB sincerely, 

« B. HoriiAM.' 
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CHAPTER ly, 

7rui2 ^ Lord George Oordon. 
(1780.) 

History h«is too often proved how narrow is the line 
which divides entluisiiism from fonaticism. A well-dis- 
posed enthusiast led by the purest motives enlists in a 
cause, which appears to him righteous and holy. Sooner 
or later he is brought in contact with the baser crowd, 
who for the most part bear rule in these upheavings of 
society : and he is seldom able to resist their influence, 
much less to govern or restrain their lawless appetites. 
Tlie reign of the Commune in Paris is the most recent 
and deplorable instance of this conflict of light and 
darkness. It is pitiable to read of the glorious aspi- 
rations of some of the enthusiasts who believed they 
were inaugurating a reign of peace and equality, but, 
who were carried on the wild wave of revolution, and 
swamped amid scenes of vice and carnage, from which 
they must have recoiled and revolted with horror. 

Amongst the teeming masses which inhabit large 
towns, there are thousands of ruffians always ready to 
join in a tumult, which opens out a prospect of licence 
and riot, many of them as ignorant as the Ephesians 
of old, of the very cause which has brought them 
together. 

The Gordon riots were no exception to this rule. 
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*W1iat! Bunnnon 40,000 &natics to meet togetlicr/ chaf. 

IV J 

writes • Boniilly to liogct, *and expect them to be ^^ ' 
orderly I ' I78a 

The rcigQ of George III. was more than ordinarily 
productive of tumult, {Mirtly owing to the weakness 
and unpopularity of the earlier administrations, and 
partly to the rapid increase of population in the large 
towns, then unprotected by an efficient police. The 
Gordon riots were perhaps the most alarming of any. 

Some acts alleviating the condition of the Soman 
Catholics had passed through Parliament, apixurently 
without observation. The country, however, was in an 
ill-humoiu* : weighed down by the increased taxation 
necessary to support an unsuccessful and iniqiutous 
war, the people were ri|)e for tumult and disorder. 

The Acts had applied only to England and Wales, 
but the foUoNving year it was proposed to extend them 
to Scotland. The Scotch, devoted to their own form 
of religion, as a result perhaps of the fierce conflicts 
in which they had asserted its independence, had im- 
bibed something of the bigotry of the foreign sec- 
taries. The cry went abroad that tlieir Church was in 
danger. * Then burst forth,' says an eloquent writer, 
* a storm of fanatical indignation and alarm, sucli as 
liad not been equalled since tlie days of Knox.'^ 
Associations and committees for the Protestant interest 
were rapidly formed : riots and outmges marked tlie 
progress of the tonfiagration. Priests were insulted in 
tlie public streets, and so violent was the excitement in 
the large towns, that the Boman Catholics themselves 

* Momoin ol the Court and Cabiuets Kti 0«oige III., by JeMo, 
vol. i. p. 263. 
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to ruu all hazards with him, when their conscience chap. 

IV 

and their country called them forth, they might get ^- ■ ' "^ 
another President ; he was not a lukewarm man, and ^'^ 
if they meant to spend their time in mock debate and 
idle opposition, they might get another leader/ ^ A 
day was then appointed for the presentation of the 
petition, and the President declared that if he was not 
supported on that day by 20,000 Protestants with 
blue cockades in their hats, he would not deliver it. ' 
The mob, convinced by this inexorable logic, assembled 
60,000 strong, on the 2nd of June, and took possession, 
under tlie guidance of Lord George, of tlie entrances 
to Westminster Hall. For a time they contented 
themselves with flinging scurrilous epithets at the Mem- 
bers of the Legislature as they passed. After a while 
the carriages were stopped, and their occupants com- 
l^elled to shout, * No popery 1 ' 

Having thus established themselves in the precincts 
of St. Stephen's, where, ciuiously enough, the Duke of 
liichmond was then moving an address for a rcfonn 
of Parliament, they rapidly became violent and 
riotous. Later generations liave witnessed similar 
scenes ; but never probably have the persons of our 
herediUu'y legislators been subjected to such indig- 
nities. Their appearance indeed must have bordered 
closely on the ridiculous. By twos and threes they 
made their way into tlie House of Lonls, showing 
unmistakeable signs of the treatment they had under-* 
gone. * Tlie Duke of Nortliumberland had his pocket 
picked of his watch. The Bishop of Lichfield had liis 
gown torn. The wheels of the Bishop of Lincoln's 

> Adolphuft, Tol. iiL p. 136. * iWdL 
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carriage were taken ofT, and his lordship escaped with 



IT. 

life, being obliged to seek shelter in the house of Mr. 



'^^^ Atkinson, an attorney, where he changed his clothes 
and made his escape over the leads of the adjacent 
houses. Lords Townshend and Hillsborough came 
together, and were sent into the House without their 
bags, and with their hair hanging loose on their 
shoulders. Lord Boston was so long in the power of 
the mob, that it was proposed by some of the Peers 
to go as a body and endeavour by their presence to 
extricate him, but whilst they were deliberating his 
lordship escaped without any material hurt.' ^ 

Meanwhile the weak-minded instigator of the 
tumult hurried backwards and forwanls from the 
House to his followers, whom he several times ha- 
rangued from the top of the Oallery stairs. General 
Conway and others expostulated warmly with him, but 
to no purpose. When ui^ed by the Chaplain of the 
House of Commons to disperse the mob, he called out, 

* Here is the clergyman of the House of Commons : I 
desire you will ask him what his opinion of the Popish 
BQl is.' Another time he went to the door and said, 

* The Speaker of the House of Commons has just said 
that you are all come here under a pretence of re- 
ligion ; ' * Lord North calls you a mob/ and so forth. ' 
How all this woidd have ended, it is difficidt to say ; 
but after some hours, a party of foot and horse guards 
'arrived, and the majority of the petitioners were pre- 

upon to disperse. 
Lord Oeorge himself was discovered shoitly afler- 

* Anniial R^^istor, taL xxiii. p. 25S. 

* Howdl's 8tato liruJa, vol. zxi. p. 523 rt fyvuim. 
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wards Imlf-oslocp in a chair in one of the refresh- chap. 
ment-rooms of the House of Commons. 



For a time the madness of the mob seemed to liave ' ' 
spent itself; but few of the rioters returned to their 
homes, and at night a series of outrages commenced, 
which continued ahnost without intermission till the 
8th of June. 

Mrs. Kenyon, who was then residing with her 
husband in Lincoln's Inn Fields, gives the following 
account of the disturbance :•— 

* We neither suffered fright nor danger by this mob, 
tho' they were very noisy at night, and there still is 
a continual crowd about the Sardinian Ambassador's. 
I do believe there were very many thpusands of people 
assembled yesterday in S* George's Fields, who after- 
wards went to Westminster Hall, but did no sort of 
harm there, further than crowding die Hall and making 
it liot, and sometimes shouting at the people they did 
not like as they passed. Lord G. Gordon was seen by 
Mr. Leycestcr haranguing the crowd, with his hat off, 
for a considerable time, and misleading an unruly and 
ignorant set of people in S* George's Fields: he 
afterwards came to them in the H. of Commons, and 
said he could get no answer as to the repeal of the 
Bom. Cath. Act, and advised them to attend every 
day in a body till their petition was granted. Tliey 
then vowed they V* destroy all the Boman Catholic 
Chapels, and as it was a very hot day, took care to get 
drunk in good time, and as soon as it was dark began 
to attack our neighbourhood, tho' till we went to bed 
at eleven they seemed not to do any mischief. They 
woke us about twelve with noise and shouting : we got 
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up to look, and saw a great crowd, but knew nothing 
' of fire till the morning. As you know, the chapel is in 

^^^^ Duke S^ We sent tolookat it: he says they have 

broken all the images, and everytliing witliin the 
diapel that they could find, and pulled all to pieces 
and burnt before the door, broke the windows and 
burnt the frames and doors of the chapel ; but by the 
help of two engines all the houses, &c. were preserved, 
and not a window in the Sardinian Ambassador's house 
broke. Mr. K is provoked beyond measure with 
Lord Oeoi^ Gordon, says he is mad, and should 
be confined, and wislics some spirited conduct may be 
pursued to suppress the first lawless outrage : eight of 
these poor fellows are taken up, who little knew what 
they have been about. 

^Four o*clock ^Mr. Eeuyon is just come in, and 

aays the Attorney-General (Wedderbum) was very 
active last night in endeavouring to save the chapel, 
and was in great danger from the mob : tliey were so 
perverse they would not help to work the engines to 
prevent the fire spreading ; tluit if Mr. Graham Mitford 
and some other gentlemen hod not assisted, most 
likely great mischief might have been done. The 
guards, who were sent for, were heard to say of the 
mob, •* Great fools I '' " Why didn't they pull down the 
building? Fire might hurt their neighbours." line 
times r 

The Government, meanwhile, liad exhibited the most 
culpable weakness. For a time the arm of the execu- 
tive appears to have been completely paralyzed by 
the magnitude of the outbreak. 

It is said that the Ministers hesitated to use force. 
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from a doubt which prevailed aa to the amount of chap. 
provocation which would jiwtify a magistrate in order- 
ing the military to fire on a mob, and whether it was 
necessary that the Biot Act should have been previously 
read. The mob was not slow to avail itself of 
this suspension of the laws. London for several days 
was in a state of siege. 

Tlie lawyers were not hampered by the doubts which 
perplexed the Ministers of tlie Crown. Taking the law 
into their own hands, they formed themselves into 
companies for the protection of their property. 

*Mr. Abbot, afterwanls Lord Colchester,* was 
enrolled in the Temple to bear a musket in the com- 
pany commanded by Howarth, and drew lots with his 
brotlicr and the rest of his party, to fire through a 
window that looked up Mitre Coiu*t, leading to Fleet 
Street, which was one of the avenues by which the mob 
wns expected to come. Mansfield, K. C, commanded 
the whole force of the Temple ; Erskine commanded a 
company at the gate next Essex Street ; and Heath, 
tlien a Serjeant-at-law, and since a Judge, commandal 
the gate leading to Blackfriars ; the mob only assaulted 
tlic outer gates of the Temple, and the Northumberland 
Militia constituted the real protection within.' 

^ Notwithstanding the accounts in the papers,' writes 
Mrs. Kenyon on the 6th, * I hope we shall be just as 

safe in this place as anywhere We were 

waked last night about 12 or near one, by a great 
light which proceeded from a fire in Great Wild Street, 
just behind Clare Market; the mob set a tallow- 
chandler's in a flame, who had assistcil to take away 

' Lord Colchester*! Momoin, rol. i., Tntroduetory Memoir, p. sir. 

F 
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the rioters ou ThuTHilay uight, and piiUeil auotlier 
* house to pioco^ in Little Quchmi Street, winch belonged 
to a currier, ivho liad ofleudcd in the same way, but 
there they did not bum anything. From thence they 
went to Sir George Saville's, but he soon got guards, 
80 that they only broke windows and doors and were 
beat off. To-day I fear they will attend at the House, 
but Mr. K has promised me to come home before 
they sit Some of the Members talk of complying 
with the repeal of the Roman Catholic Act; others 
say it will be an cncoumgement to riot ; if it is not 
soon suppressed, many innocent people must suffer, 
{ot the love of mischief exceeds all bounds. They 
say these people were most of them Methodists, but 
tliere are bod enough of all religions to make a sad 
bustle here, and I dare say do not care a straw what is 
done, if they can plunder and destroy, and level all to 
destruction. 

* The account of the Bishop of London in the pn{)ers 
was very true, and my Lord Mansfield forced to escape 
on Friday by water in a green coat and bob-wig. 

Mr. Burke, they say, was in great danger this 

morning — ^he took up two rioters himself, and went to 
ask the mob what they would have. ^ If you want 
me,'* he said, ^ here I am, but never expect I shall 
vote for a repeal of the Act I supported." They all 
cry*d out, ^He's a gentleman, make way for him.'* 
Lord George Gordon, it is said, has decamped.' 

The gravity of the situation may be gatliered from 
the correspondence of the time: * Allow a man in- 
mgnificant enough to be an unmolested spectator'-— 
thus writes Mr. Eden to Lord North — ^ and who is 
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sufficiently composed amidst such a scene, to suggest chap. 
what occurs to him. Unless the tone of civil govern- ^" t ' ^^ 
ment is restored by some very serious exertion, we ^**^ 
shall, in forty-eight hours, be in a state of anarchy, 
and shall see a general plunder, attended, perhaps, with 
a massacre of all the most respectable men. In short, 
the situation is alarming, and without extreme activity 
and wise decision, the nation is undone.' ^ 

*If the King,' says Bishop Newton, *of his own 
notion had not ordered forth the soldiery, the cities of 
London and Westminster might have been in ashes.* 

As soon, however, as the military were given power 
to act, the danger was over; though the loss of life 
was proportionately greater than it would have been 
had coercive measures been resorted to at the first 
outbreak. 

* Our danger is at an end,' writes Oibbon a day 
or two later, * but our disgrace will be lasting, and the 
month of June, 1780, will ever be marked by a 
dark and diabolical fanaticism which I had supposed to 
be extinct.' * 

Tlie loss of life in these terrible riots was never 
accurately ascertained. * Powder and shot,' says the 
writer in the Annual Begister, * was not so fatal to the 
rioters as their own inordinate appetites; numbers 
died with inebriation, especially at the distilleries of 
the unfortunato Mr. Langdale, from whose vessels the 
liquor ran down the middle of the street, was taken 
up by pailfuls, and held to the mouths of the deluded 
multitude, many of whom killed themselves with drink- 

' Mr. Eden to Lord North, June 7, 1780, Anckland Fapen. 
* Oibbon'i Mieoelliuieone Works, Jnne 8, vol. L p. 648. 
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CHAP, ing Don-Tecdfied spirits, and were burnt or buried in 
^» m ' '" the ruins/ ^ 
^^^^ Meanwhile, the principal offender had been arrested 
and examined before the Privy Council, by whose 
order he was escorted to the Tower under the guard 
of a considerable military force. Here he had time to 
ponder over the results of his fanaticism, and to specu- 
late on the future which awaited him. 

He was, indeed, in a great strait, and his relatives 
were alarmed as to the result. Public opinion was 
inflamed to an exaggerated degree against one who 
had, undoubtedly, been the instigator of the fana- 
ticism which had led to such melancholy results. 
Every effort would be required to obtain an ac- 
qinttal. Amongst their difficulties was the selection 
of counsel to conduct the defence. With sucli an 
array of talent to choose from, this may require some 
explanation. 

The most brilliant advocate of the day was, un- 
doubtedly, Mr. Erskine ; but Erskine had hardly been 
at the bar two years, and was still a junior. It was 
doubtful, also, whether his knowledge of law was very 
recondite. On the other hand, it was very desirable 
that his undisputed power of persuading a jury should 
not be hampered by a jealous or overbearing senior. 
Fortunately he was on terms of the greatest intimacy 
with Mr. Eetiyon, who could supply exactly the qua- 
lities in which he was deficient. As a lawyer pur et 
mmpU^ Mr. Eenyon was then without a rival at the 
bar, but he had not been much employed in the 
Criminal Courts, and his style of speaking was not the 

* Aiimud Register, voL xxiii. p. 9S2. 
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best calculated to impress a jury, sometimes apt to chap. 
decide' more by their feelings than by the black letter 
of the case. 

To the two friends it was decided to commit Lord 
George 8 defence, and on the 25th of November Mr. 
Kenyon had a long consultation with the Duke of 
Gordon and the prisoner in the Tower. 

On the 24th of January he was brought up to the 
bar of the Court of King's Bench, and after com* 
plaining of the hordsliips he had been subjected to 
in the Tower, and asking for a fair and imimrtial trial, 
he pleaded * Not guilty,' and was remanded to the 5th 
of February following. 

On that day, before a numerous and excited audience, 
he was put on his trial at Westminster. Lord Mans- 
field presided, and the other Judges of the Court of 
King's Bench, Willes, Ashurst, and Buller, were also 
present. For tlie Crown, the Attorney-General (Wal- 
lace) and tlie Solicitor-General (Mansfield) appeared, as 
well as Messrs. Bearcroft, Lee, Howarth, Dunning and 
Norton : a formidable array of talent. 

After Mr. Norton had opened the case, tlie Attoniey- 
General followed with a fair and temperate speech : — 
* The particular species of treason,' he said, * with 
which the prisoner was charged under the statute 
Edward IIL, was levying war against the King in 
his own realm, and this was of two sorts: the one 
directly and immediately against the person of the 
King ; the other constructive levying of war against 
the majesty of tlie King;' which he proceeded to 
explain as a * great and numerous insurrection of tlio 
people to effect by force an alteration of tlie establisliod 
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law of the country ; or the refomiatiou of grievance;) 
' real or imaginary, in which the insurgents htfve no 
^^^^ particular or special interest." 

After reviewing the course of events which had led 
to the establishment of the Protestant Associations, and 
justifying the Act of Parliament which had caused the 
agitation, he alluded to the meeting in St. George's 
Fields, which he characterized as ^ a very large army,' 
and denied that petitioners had any right to dictate to 
Parliament, or take fix>m Parliament their deliberation 
and judgment upon any subject ; that, he said, * would 
tend directly to the dissolution of the Ck)nstitution and 
the subversion of Government.' 

He then dwelt on the unliappy results of the agita- 
tion, and observing that all persons who contributed 
to the perpetration of the outrages were as criminal 
as the very persons who committed the acts, he pro- 
ceeded to show how far Lord George was inipliaited. 

* Gentlemen,' he added, * you Iiave now before you, 
as will appear upon the evidence, the author of all 
those violent and disgraceful proceedings, to whom the 
whole is to be imputed. An offender of such a 
description has not often appeared in a court of justice. 
— ^It is not an acddental assistance or encouragement, 
but he is the contriver of the whole. If you are 
satisfied of this, you will pronounce him guilty, and 
your verdict will teach the present and future ages 
this lesson, that no man, however exalted in birth, 
situation, or connexion, can violate the peace, the order, 
the government, and the laws of his country, with 
impunity.* 

The evidence for the prosecution followed, and the 
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skill of the [irisouer *» counaelwas severely taxed in the chap. 
endeavour to explain away some of its most condemning 
features. Tins part of the defence was entrusted mainly 
to Mr. Kenyon, and he succeeded in sorely puzzling 
more than one of the witnesses. * Mr. Eenyon/ said 
Erskine afterwards in his speech, * who now saw the 
witness bewildered in a maze of falsehood, and sus- 
pecting his notes to have been a villanous fabrication to 
give the show of correctness to his evidence, attacked 
him with a shrewdness for which lie was wholly 
imprepared. ** Give me one instance," said Mr. Kenyon, 
*' in the whole course of your life, where you ever took 
notes before." Poor Mr. Hay was thunderstruck; 
the sweat ran down his face, and his countenance 
bespoke despair — not recollection. " Sir, I must have 
an instance : tell me when and where." Gentlemen, it 
was now too late : some instance he was obliged to give ; 
and as it was evident to everybody that he had one 
still to choose, I think he might have clioscn a better. 
He had taken notes at the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, six-and-twenty years before. . . / 
'So ambitious, indeed, was tliis miscreant of being 
useful in this odious character, that after staying a little 
while in St. George's Fields, he ran home to his own 
house in St. Dunstan's churchyard, and got upon the 
leads, where he swore he saw the very same man carrying 
the very same flag he had seen in the Fields. ** How, " 
says Mr. Kenyon, ** do you know that it was the same 
person you saw in the Fields ? — ^Were you acquainted 
wthhim?" "No!" "How then?" " Why, he looked 
like a brewer's servant." '' Like a brewer^s servant. 
What ! wcix! they not all in their Sunday clothes P Was 
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the man with the flag then alouc in the drcsa of liw 
tirade? '' ** No.** ** Then how do you know he was a 
brewer's servant ?'* Poor Mr. Hay I Nothing but sweat 
and confusion again. At last, after a hesitation which 
everybody thought would have ended in his rushing 
out of Court, he said he knew him to be a brewer's 
servant, because there was something particular in the 
eiU of his coat; the cut of his breeches; and the cut 
of his stockings. **I am sure, gentlemen," observed 
Mr. Erskine, ^ you will not forget whenever you see a 
man, about whose apparel there is anything particular, 
to set him down for a brewer's servant." '^ 

The length of the trial had almost exhausted the 
attentiou of the court and the jury, when Mr. Kenyon 
began the prisoner's defence. As has been before ob- 
served, he was no orator, his utterance was thick and 
hurried ; and except when excited, when his earnestness 
made him forcible, his style of speaking vrixa little 
calculated to enlist the sympathies of a jury. Tliese 
deficiencies were to a great extent compensated by the 
fiMality with which he gnisped the salient points which 
required attention, and by his e\'idcnt mastery of the 
l^al difficulties. After confessing his inexperience in 
the Criminal Courts, he proceedeil thus : 

* When persons are accused of actions of great enor- 
mity, one is apt to look round about one to see what 
tlie motives were that could induce the parties so to act. 
The prisoner at the bar stands before you a member of 
one of the most considerable fiunihes in this country. 
At the time when this conduct is imputed to hin), he 
was a member of the legislature, he stood in a situatiou 

' Uow«U*t state Triik, vuL xjlL 
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wliich he was not likely to better by throwing the chap. 
countiy into convulsions . . . Tlic crime imputed to 
the noble prisoner is, that he, being a liege subject of 
the King, had levied war against the King. Tlie crime is 
imputed to him under an Act of Parliament enacted for 
the wisest purpose, that crimes of Uiis very enormous 
uatiu^ should not depend upon loose construction ; but 
that men, in their journeys through life, might, by look- 
ing upon the statute, see what the plan of their duty was, 
might see what the rocks were upon which they were 
not to run ; and might see, in the plain words of the 
statute, what they were to do, and what to avoid. Tlic 
Attorney-General has told you, very properly, Uiat the 
crime which he meant to impute to him was not a crime 
against the person of the King, but that it was a con- 
structive treason. Gentlemen, I have only to lament 
that there is such a phrase in the law as ** constructive 
treason." At the time when the law wi\s enacted, 
I verily believe the legislature had it not in their con- 
templation, that the words ^^constructive treason" would 
fuid their way into the Courts at Westminster; but 
however, so it seems the law is ; for so it seems, upon 
some certain occasions, judges have decided. The 
offence (when it comes to be more jiarticularly described) 
wliich is unputed to the prisoner is, that he had levied 
war by collecting togetlier a numerous assembly to 
eflect by violence an alteration of a law, and procure 
a redress of grievances ; and in order that Mr. Attorney- 
General might get your inclinations to run before the evi- 
dence he gave, and that he might be in possession of that 
wliich ought never to be roused upon these occasions, 
namely, the ^lassions of those who arc to try the cause ; 
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*^5^* l*e, iu tcnns of great aggruvatiou, coini)are(l with the evi- 
dence tliat lias been given, stated to you, that the whole 
city might have been burnt ; that there was great re&soii 
tobelieve this had been concerted by our foreign encniies; 
that they mixed in this business ; and that, therefore, 
the Bank was to be attacked, the public credit sapped, 
and everything tlirown into confusion, and we to be 
delivered up, bound neck and heels, an easy prey to our 
enemies abroad. I dare say, he did not mean to do 
what was improper ; but, surely, it was most improper. 
Iu businesses of this kind it is not the duty of an ad- 
vocate, in stating his case to a jury, to enhance tlie 
crime beyond the degree of guilt it will fairly bear, 
when the evidence is produced before you : and if any- 
thing has been said beyond the fair import of the 
evidence, it has not been well said, l^ the counsel who 

conducts the prosecution for the Crown 

* Here I must refer to the probabihty of the case ; if 
jiuies are to believe witnesses, merely because they 
will swear to facts^ juries are become of httle use indeed. , 
Tliose who are acquainted with the profession see it, 
and lament when they see it, that there is no fact what- 
ever, that witnesses may not be brought up to prove. 
It is for juries, therefore, to discriminate, to judge 
between the probable and the improbable, to judge by 
comparison of the testimony he gives, with the proba- 
bility of the case, and to form their judgment whether 
that which he says is true. Juries become of no use if 
they are to believe it because a witness swears it ; they 
have to lay aside thdr judgment, and only make use of 
the faculty of hearing and speaking, and the whole is 
done. But that is not their province ; , they arc to 
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exercise their judgiiieuts; they are to winnow the chap. 
evidence, and get rid of that which is the chaflT; and 
are only to abide by that which informs tlieir iK>bcr 
judgment, and enables them to say, that here deciding 
upon the life of a fellow-citizen we cannot mistake ; we 
see this man has probability added to his testimony ; we 
see tliat he is supported by other witnesses. Upon tliis 
part of the e\idence, I conceive, this can never be said 

to be the case 

^I cannot forbear relying much upon that which has 
not been proved by the other side. Does it ap[)car, 
after the many prosecutions that were commenced, that 
one single individual connected with Lord George, or 
belonging to that Association which he was president of, 
has ever been found obnoxious to the laws of the 
country ? Has crimimd guilt been fastened on any of 
them? Has one of them been indicted? Has one of 
them been put in hazard ? Has a crime been imputed 
to them, legally, in a court of justice? Gentlemen, it 
has not ; active and anxious as the officers of tlie Ci*own 
have been-:-aud it beaime them well, as far as they 
coidd, to investigate enormities of the kuid, tliat have 
been so feelingly, and I wish I could not say, in rather 
an aggravated manner, stated to you ; it was their duty 
to drag the offender fix>m the corner in which he Uiy 
concealed, to bare his head in the face of justice, and 
punish him if he is guilty ; yet all that anxiety, con- 
ducted by great abiUties, has not been able to impute 
a crime to any one man of the denomination of those 
Lord Geoi^e Gordon was the head of. If that in so, 
permit me to submit to you tlic case u|x>n which I stand. 
I admit that tliere were enormities committed of so 
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CBAP« gross, SO flagrant a land, as to be a rcprooch to the 
-*- ■ ' '^ country; that punishment ought and did tread upon 
^^ the heels of the ofleuders ; that it is impossible for 
eloquence much superior to mine, for imaginations 
much more lively than mine, to paint these enonnitios 
in too high colours. But it may be supposed, that when 
a multitude of people, not a mob of people, were got 
together, for good, at least not for iUcgal purposes, at 
least not for traitorous purposes (for that is enough for 
me)-*not for traitorous piuposes, — if you can suppose 
tliat otlier people, of much worse principles, and having 
much worse designs to achieve, availing themselves of 
tlie meeting of the Association, did get together firom all 
comers of the town, and formed that banditti repre- 
sented to be at the Sardinian Ambassador's chapel, and 
perpetrated the conflagrations that happened — How is 
this to be imputed to Lord Oeoi^e Oordon? The 
Attomqr-^eneral teUs you, if a man turns out a wild 
beast, he is guilty of munler if a man is killed by it. 
I deny it ; it is not the law of the land, nor the law of 
humanity. If a man turns a wild beast into a room, 
where death must necessarily ensue, no doubt he is sis 
guilty as if a man shot into a crowd : but where a 
beast IB turned out^ and the probable consequences will 
not be that death will ensue, then is the crime to be 
imputed to him ? It never has been : there is not a 
decision, not a dictum upon the point. I have looked 
into the place from which the Attorney-General sup- 
poses he got his doctrine. But suppose it was so, for 
€iod*s sake how does that bear upon this point ? Was 
Lord George Gordon's Association this wild beast ? If 
lie had a tame beast in his hand, and another taking 
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occasion from the tame beast being brought there, lets chap. 
out a wild beast, will the Attorney-General say that he ^* / ^ 
that leads the tame beast in his hand is to be answer- ^'^^^^ 
able because another person opens a place and lets out 
a tyger or hyicna ? In the name of common humanity 
and common sense, I call upon the counsel for the 
prosecution not to press the point I know they will . 
not ; if they should, the law would fail them, and 
humanity would fail them also. I know they will not 
state it, because it is not the law of the land. 

* Lord George Gordon was the President of a Pro- 
testant Association ; an Act had passed wliich gave 
offence — right or wrong I will not say; perhaps my 
opinion may be, it gave causeless ground of offcncx! ; 
but God forbid tliat because I differ with men in 
opinions, that therefore I am to treat them as traitors 
to the laws of tlieir coimtry. It is the happiness of 
our nation that our laws ore not like the laws of the 
Modes and Persians ; they are subject to revision, and 
to be discussed and decided upon soberly ; and it is 
not only the province of Englishmen, but their duty, if 
they think there are laws M'liich press upon \eg^\ liberty, 
or if there are laws which improperly tolerate men 
whose principles arc hostile to the Constitution, to peti- 
tion for a review of such laws. I do not say tliat tliat 
is the case of the law which gave rise to the Asso(*ia- 
tion ; but if they think so, they have a right to ask 
Parliament that the matter should be reviewed ; that it 
should be soberly discussed, and after discussion should 
be decided upon ; and, if the wisdom of Parliament > 

think it ought to be repealed, they have a right to ask ^ 

for the repeal. With these principles, which I never 'si 



78 LIFE OF IjORD KEXYOX. 

CHAP. ¥nll disavow, which no man will state to you to be 
^^-^^^^-^ unconstitutional principles, tliis Association met; and 
^'^^ after some time — for they had an existence long before 
Lord George Gordon was called in ; but, thinking well 
of him from his character, I presume, being a man of 
blameless life and conversation, a man not mixing 
in the vices of this age ; a man irreproachable in his 
moral and religious walk too — they thought that 
having such a man at their head would give weight to 
their deliberations ; and that such a man, if he carried 
their request to the foot of the throne, would be 
attended to as a man of moral conversation and 

religious life ought to be attended to 

* Gentlemen, I have opened to you as much as seisms 
necessary to open, of the case of Lonl George Gordon. 
I have made those observations which occurred to me, 
on the case laid before you for the Crown. Gentlemen, 
firom your own knowledge in the discharge of yoiu: 
duty, you know that in this c^sc the fiict« are to be 
made out, the guilt to be ascertained beyond all doubt. 
It is not at hazard that men are to be convicted of such 
offences ; you are to separate one tmnsaction from the 
other, and to see how far each separately goes. You 
are not to bundle them tc^ether, and see whether that 
bundle of nothing makes out something. Juries must 
nee that there is ground upon which they go, carrying 
conviction to their minds that the imputed guilt is 
IMt)ved. 

* If that is not made out to your satisfaction, however 
your pasrions may be warmed by what you saw in 
thoee calamitous days, you will, I am sure, divest your 
minds of these circumstances ; you come to this trial 
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with minds totally clear ami impartial ; you bring into chap. 
court no knowledge nor suspicions upon the subject, 
which are to influence yoiu: judgment ; you come here 
to attend to the evidence given, attending at the same 
time to the oaths you have taken ; you are to decide 
upon the evidence ; you are to say whether Lord 
George Gtordon is guilty or not guilty. 

^ I know that I speak to men of character and station 
in the world, and of good sense ; and wlio know that 
their duty is to do justice ; and know at the same time 
that every favourable construction is to ho made in 
behalf of the prisoner. That has alwap been the 
langunge of courts, and will be the language of this 
court this day.' * 

This speech was, as Lonl Campbell fairly observes, a 
* very honest, but a very inefficient speech.' He might 
have added with trutli, that it was inefficient partly 
becAuse it was so very lionest and matter-of-fact. It was 
left for Erskine, in tlic masterly argument which, ix?r- 
haj>s more than any other of his extraordinary speeches, 
has established liis claim of pre-eminence amongst our 
forensic orators, to supply the deficiencies of his leader. 

The Solicitor-Oeneral vainly attempted to modify 
the effect of his wonderful cfibit ; the issue of the trial 
was decided when Erskine sat down. Lord Mansfield 
shortly summed up, and at a quarter to five in the 
morning, after the trial had lasted twenty-one hours, 
the jury returned into court with a verdict of Not 
Guilty. 

This * glorious acquittal,' if the breakdown of justice 

> Howeirs SUte Tri*b, toI. xxi. 
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CHAP, can ever be rendered glorious by the display of 
extraordinary talent, could not fail to shed some lustre 
on both the counsel for the defence ; and Uiough it 
was to Erskine*s wonderful oration that the acquittal 
was mainly due, a &ct which his leader always un- 
hesitatingly acknowledged, we find that Mr. Kenyon*s 
pontion in the l^gal profession was connderably im- 
proved by the share he had taken in the defence. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Mr, Kenyan enien the Eouee of Camnume — Stale of Pariiee-^ 
Made Attametf-Oeneral^The OoaUiUm^Deaih and Charaeier ei 
Lord AthhurUm. 

(1780—1783.) 

In September, 1780, Parliament w&<i suddenly dissolved, chap. 
and by the influence of Lonl Thurlow, tlie new Cliief ■ / 
Justice of Chester found a seat in the House of Com- ^**^ 
mons, for the now disfranchised borough of Hindon. 

Lord North was still at the head of afiairs. Disas- 
trous as had been the ten years during which he 
had held the reins of Government, it would be unfair to 
attribute the misfortunes of the country wholly, or 
even mainly, to his policy. It is true that at the com- 
mencement of the American war, he had expressed his 
determination never to yield till he saw the * rebels' 
at his feet But at this time the indignation of the 
nobility against the Americans was shared by almost 
every man of mark in Parliament, and by a large 
majority of the nation. 

Lord North himself was strictly accurate when he 
siud : * I found the American war, when I became 
Minister, I did not create it. On the contrary, it was 
the war of the country, of Parliament, and approved 
by the people.' 

It was not till after the unfortunate fracas between 

G 
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the troc^M and the people of Boston, that any sympathy 
■ ' ■> was felt for the colonist^). As late a^ 1775, the feelings 
^'^^ of the majority were probably accurately represented 
by such statements as the foUowing : * For my own 
part,' writes Gibbon to Holroyd, * I am more and more 
convinced that we have both the right and the power 
on our side, and that though the effort may be accom- 
panied with some melancholy circumstances, we are 
Sow «rived at the dedaive moment of preserving, or of 
losing for ever, both our trade and empire.' ^ 

Tliis view, as is well known, had the sanction of the 
King to uphold it. Through victory and defeat he 
dung to his fitvourite Minister, who, contrary to his 
own con\'ictions, allowed himself to be made the instru- 
ment of Qeorgfi m. in his mistaken, though consci- 
entious policy. By degrees, however, the magnitude 
of the struggle and the reverses of the British arms 
alienated many supporters of the war. 

It would be interesting to speculate how far in the 
early days of the war the colonists woidd have accepted 
any terms short of complete independence. Once or 
twice in the course of the decade which witnessed this 
firatricidal contest, there are gleams of a disposition on 
the part of the colonists to retiuii to their alliance. 
The truce, however, wovld in all probability have been 
a hollow one. The standard of nationality once raised, 
with some show of success, the most trivial grievance 
would have been the signal for a fresh resort to arms ; 
and the result, though delayed, could never be doubtful. 
The evil was rather that the two coimtries parted in 
anger, than that they parted. The lapse of a oentiury 

> Him. Works, ipol. I p. 4S8. 
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has hardly healed tlie wounds of Saratoga and chap. 
Massachusetts, and America herself now pays the 
penalty of the amputation, in the possession of a constitu- 
tion which, with many advantages, lacks some elements 
of stability she might well have borrowed fix>m the 
mother country, had it not been for her bitter hatred 
of England and her institutions. 

The spirit in which the war had been carried on, 
and the tardiness with which any concessions had been 
made, had long rendered any accommodation im- 
possible; and in 1780, the country was willing to 
accept peace almost at any price. The stubbornness of 
the King ix)stponcd for a short time longer the termi- 
nation of the unholy contest. 

Meanwhile the Minister, at variance with his 
colleagues, and the promoter of measures which in 
his heart he detested, was almost overwhelmed with 
the responsibility of his position. 

The newspaper writers and pamphleteers joined in 
the endeavour to drive him from office. The following 
appeared in print after one of the scenes which were then 
almost of nightly occurrence in the House of Commons : 

Ok Loed Korth and Mr. Pown shbddiko Trars ur ivb 

HOUSB or COXMOIIB. 

What can these weeping patrioie meea, 

What*! all this fuM about, 
Powii lamonta he oan*t get in, 

North that he can*t get out - 
' Hino ilUe laeiyniA.' 

Flebat Alexander quod totmn lubrait orbem, 
Indignant armia nil lupereMe ania : 
Tu quoque in Angliaoo nuper, Frederiee, Senatn 
Flebaa at locolia nil eupereMe tnia.— DtuMcriliif.* 



' Copied from a newipaper into Mr. K.'e diaij. 
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The Clmnoellor was equally dissatisfied. As early 

■ i * ^ as the November of the preceding year, Mr. Kenyon 

^'^^ records, *The Lord Chancellor expressed his great 

uneasiness at being in his present situation in the 

Cabinet' 1 

And again in 1780, * The Chancellor expressed him- 
self strongly against the conduct of the Ministry.' ' 

At one time it had appeared likely that the 
Premier's wishes might be gratified. Indeed, in the 
autumn of 1779, it was the received opinion that the 
defection of * what was called the Bedford party would 
have become general. But the Lord Chancellor and 
Mr. Bigby continued in their places.' * 

Dunniug's celebrated resolution, * that the influence 
of the Crown has increased, is increasing, and must be 
diminished,' had been carried against Ministers, and 
other inimical resolutions were threatened. A slight 
illness of the Speaker suspended the sittings for ten 
days, and when Parliament re-assembled, a strong re- 
action had set in, which was intensified by the 
disgraceful riots of June. Ministers availed themselves 
of the feeling thus produced, to dissolve the Parliament, 
and the elections enabled them to retain their power for 
eighteen months longer. 

Mr. Kenyon took his seat on the 81st of October, 
and gave lus first vote in support of Sir Fletcher 
Norton for the Speakerdiip, in opposition to Mr. Com- 
waU, the Government candidate. Though he owed his 
seat in great measure to the &voiur of the Chancellor, 
be did not consider himself bound to give the Govern- 

> Diaiy, Not. 94» 1779. ' IVtd. Aiigi»t4, 17S0. 
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ment his support. In fcwt, be uniformly opposed their chap. 
measures, until the final division which drove Lord * — r^-^ 
North from office, when he absented himself in defer- ^^*" 
once to the opinion of the Lord Chancellor, who, he 
records, * raised doubts in his mind.* ^ 

During this period he is only once mentioned as 
taking any part in debate. 

A petition had been presented by Lord Beauchamp 
from Lord Sheffield and Mr. Teo, compltiining of an 
undue election of Members of Parliament for the city 
of Coventry. 

Under Mr. Orenville's Act for r^ulating the trial of 
election petitions, which had recently become law, the 
earliest day on which a committee could be balloted 
for to take the petition into consideration was the 26th 
of June. 

Lord Beauchamp desired to expedite the hearing of 
the petition, and moved that a committee should be 
appointed forthwith. This was strongly opposed by 
Dunning and others, as contrary to the spirit, if not to 
the letter of the Act. 

Mr. Lloyd Kenyon said * he stood in the predica- 
ment fi{ a Member petitioned against on the heavy 
charge of bribery; that his moral character was 
bleeding afresh every hour that the tnal of tlie petition 
was delayed ; that in obedience to the regulation of the 
House, he had submitted, on the principle of general 
convenience, to the day on which the committee to try 
the petition against him was fixed to be balloted for ; 
that he had as much right to acceleration and prefer- 
ence as another, and if another was so favoiuned, he 

» IWnry, Fob. 27, 1782. 
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CBAP. should consider it as an indicataou that hostilities were 
^- / " ^ determined against him and as a grievous injury.' 
''^ The Ministers supported Lord Beauchamp, but Mr. 
Fox made a vigorous speech against interfering with 
the principle of Mr. Grenville's Act. Alluding to Mr. 
Eenyon's speech, he said, *The petition against a learned 
gentleman who had, with great feeling, and with great 
propriety, complained of the injustice of resolving to 
ballot for a committee to try the Coventry petition, 
before the House went to a ballot to try the petition 
presented agunst him, stated a charge of bribery. 
Bribery in order to gain a seat was a very flagrant 
crime. The petition presented against an honourable 
fiiend of his, tlie Member for Staflbrd (Sheridan), was 
founded on a charge of the same sort. The crime in 
both cases was very flagrant, and in both cases the 
sitting Members woidd, doubtless, be exceedingly 
pleased to have the petition against them heard and 
determined upon as soon as possible. . . .' ^It 
was too evident to be contradicted tliat the present 
attempt to accelerate the hearing of Lord Sheffield and 
Mr. Yeo*8 {letition was made by a noble lonl, high in 
office, because the petitioners were favourites of the 
Minister and agreed with him in political opinions.' 
The Government, however, refused to give way, and 
carried their point by twenty-four votes.^ 

Mr. Kenyon had few of the qualifications necessary 
to make a great speaker. He wanted the graces whicli 
attract the attention and command the sympathy of 
an audience. Always well informed and accurate, he 
was often dry and technical in his aif;ument. His 

> Ttfl. nut. ToL zjd. p. 052 tt seq. 
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delivery was awkward, and he sometimes fomid con- chap. 
siderable difficulty in making himself clear and intel- 
ligible. His temper, too, never one of the best, was 
often unequal to the strain put upon it by personal 
accusations and attacks, then even more frequent than 
at present. Notwithstanding these defects, his reputa- 
tion as a lawyer, and his evident earnestness and sin- 
cerity, always procured for him a patient hearing, and 
on matters more peculiarly within his province his 
authority was acknowledged by all. Sir Nathaniel 
Wraxall, who was his colleague, in this Parliament, 
for the borough of Ilindon, thus sketches his public 
character in the House :^ 

* Kenyon possessed a deep and recondite knowledge 
of the law, the result of severe application, and was 
supposed to be consulted by the Chancellor on all 
coses tliat arose of legal difficulty. 

^ Little conversant with the manners of polite life, 
he retained, even when Lord Chief Justice of the 
King*8 Bench, to which high station he afterwards 
rose, all the original coarse homeliness of his early 
habits. Irascible in his temper, destitute of all refine- 
ment, parsimonious even in a degree approaching to 
avarice, he nevertheless more than balanced these 
defects of deportment and character by strict morality, 
probity, and integrity. As a Member of the House of 
Commons, whenever he spoke, though he wanted 
grace, he could not be reproached with any deficienqr 
in the essential qualities of perspicuity, energy, and 
command of language.* ^ 

1 WraxiUri Memoin, 1st aeriet, p. 1S5. 
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Though the natural beut of his mind was certainly 
Conservative rather than Liberal, he entered Parlia- 
ment as a moderate Whig. Influenced by his friend- 
ship with Dunning, and, probably, by the knowledge 
that, at heart, the Chancellor was equally opposed to 
the poKqr of his colleagues, he allied himself to that 
section of the Whigs which looked up to Lord Shel- 
bume and Dunning as their leaders. 

It must be confessed, however, that the 1^^ and 
poUtical world were equally surprised when, on the 
fiUl of Lord North and his colleagues, he was at once 
appointed the Attomey-Oeneral to Lord Rockingham's 
Administration. He doubtless owed the promotion to 
the friendship of Thurlow, who, in deference to the 
wishes of the King, was allowed to retain the Seals. 

The oflerwas made him by Lord Shelburue, and 
reached him while on CSrcuit, at Wrexham. 

Always diiBdent of his own powers, he hesitated 
before accepting ; but whatever doubts- he entertained 
were dispelled on his retium to London, by the advice 
of Dunning and Tliurlow. 

He accordingly kissed liands, on the ITtli of April, 
with Jack Lee as his Solicitor-General. 

When, in later times, a pro|)06al was made to erect 
a statue to Jack Lee, it so hapj)ened that a descendant 
of Kenyon's was staying with the late Lord Fitzwilliam, 
who was a zealous promoter of the movement. 

The visitor expressed his wish to subscribe, adding, 
that liis ancestor had been a Member of the same 
Government as Jack Lee. 

* Why, he wasn't a Whig I ' remonstrated Lord Fite- 
william. 
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Aud it was not without difficulty that he was coo- 
vinccd that Eenyon had ever been in office with two 
such decided Whigs as Fox and Lea^ 

The new Attornej-Oeneral took his seat on the 23rd 
of April. The position must have been strange to him at 
first, as he had not had the advantage of serving the 
subordinate office of Solicitor-General. 

He commenced, however, at once taking part in the 
debates, and outside the House he is acknowledged to 
have given the Oovemment better and more decisive 
advice than any law officer of the Crown, for many 
years.' 

His first essay, in his new capacity, was in a discus- 
sion which took place with respect to a Bill which 
was brought forward by tlie Lord Advocate, to restrain 
Sir Thomas Bumbold and Mr. Perring from quitting 
the country. 

* Sir Thomas Bumbold was accused of having, while 
Governor of Madras, not only amassed an immense 
fortune by unbecoming means, but of first provoking a 
war with Hyder Ally by acts of imprudent aggression, 
and then of abandoning the country entrusted to his 
care with pusillanimous or interested precipitation.' ' 

The House had passed a series of stringent reso- 
lutions with respect to liis conduct, and it was now 
proposed, in addition, to restrain liim from leaving the 
country. 

Sir Thomas Bumbold applied to be heard by counsel, 
against the Bill, and Mr. Arden and Mr. Haidinge 

* From privftto ■ouroet. 

* Lend Gampboiri LItm of iho Chief JtulioM, vol. iii. p. 18. 

* Wr»xaU*t Menioin, isi Mries. 
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were heard for him, and John Scott, now rising into 
^ notice, for Mr. Perring. 

After the counsel had withdrawn — 

The Attomcjr-Oeneral rose to support the aide of 
the question for which Mr. Scott had argued. *He 
could not be brought to think, that it was not a very 
great hardship on a man to have his whole estate 
impounded, merely for this purpose, that he might not 
fly from justice. The Hon. Baronet, who was one of 
the objects of the Bill, was possessed of a considerable 
real estate ; he had no objection that this estate should 
be the security to the public that the owner would 
not run away ; but he could not consent that his whole 
property should be involved in this Bill, because the 
necessity of securing bail to the value of 150,000(. 
would amount^ in reality, to absolute imprisonment, as 
he could not have it in bis power to indemnify others 
to become sureties for him.' ^ 

The debate was a curious one in this respect, — that 
it showed how little union existed, even thus early, 
between the two sections of the Administration. 

In a letter to Fitzpatrick, Mr. Fox says — 

* Upon the Bill for securing Sir Thomas Bumbold's 
property, we were only thirty-six to thirty-three. The 
Attorney and Splidtor-General were both against me, 
and I had the mortification to depend for support on 
the Lord Advocate, Jenkinson, and Mansfield.* ' 

TheMinistiy on taking office had promised, amongst 
other things, a strict inquiry into the alleged abuses in 
Oovemment offices. The loose way in which the 

> Pui Hisl. vol. xxii. p. 1409. 

* ComtpondfliiM of G. J. Fox, rol. i. 
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btilauces had remained for years in the hands of the chap. 
receivers, unaccounted for, had given rise to a sus- ^^ / ^ 
picion out of doors that something worse than mere ^^^ 
carelessness was at the root of the evil. 

The Attomey-Oeneral, as the law officer of the 
Crown, took up this subject strongly, and independently 
of his office, he was well qualified from his acknow- 
ledged integrity to perform the duty. 

On a motion brought forward by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to remedy the evil, he thus expressed 
himself : 

* He did not mean to oppose the resolution, but at 
the same time he would not have it understood that he 
precluded himself in the smallest degree from a fidl 
right and liberty to have discussed, in a court of jus- 
tice, the question whether the public might not call 
upon the great servants of the public to account for 
the great emoluments they have made by means of the 
public money. He did not mean to give any opinion 
on tiic subject himself, but he was determined to be at 
liberty to have it discussed before a proper tribunal, if 
such a discussion should appear to him necessary. He 
8ix>kc not from any ill-will to any man alive, but solely 
from a sense of duty in an office which he had been 
unexpectedly, as he was undeservedly called to fill ; he 
did not know how long he might remain in it : but if 
he should be dismissed from it, he should return to 
much domestic happiness, which he had enjoyed before 
he had been' called into public life: but while ho re- 
mained in it, he was determined to do his duty. He 
uudei^tood that there were great complaints against 
the auditors of the imprest: he was in habits of 
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€UAP. acquaintance with them, but he wished they might be 
_ y* informed by their friends in the House, that if they 
^A did not attend strictly and closely to their duty, he 
was resolved to try in a court of law the validity of 
those tenures under which they enjoyed immense 
emoluments without any labour ; he said any labour, 
for he was given to understand that they took years to 
audit accounts, which might be passed in a few weeks, 
or even in a few days.' 

There could be no doubt that the abuses which 
Mr. Kenyon so uncompromisingly attacked were as real 
as they were disgraceful, but his remarks were not 
palatable to a House of Commons which comprised 
Members who had participated either directly or in- 
directly in the illegal profits. He soon found that the 
Ministry itself was not prepared to support the sweep- 
ing measures he proposed. 

Mr. Fox * did not join with his learned firiend in the 
propriety of the declarations he had thrown out. In the 
first place, he contended, as he had often done before, 
that when a balance of public money lay in the hands 
of a public accountant, all the public had a right to 
expect finom him was that whenever the money should 
be called for it should be forthcoming, and that what 
he did with it was nothing to the public provided he 
had it always ready to answer the calls of the public. 
He requested his learned fnend would draw some 
line, and leave room for some prescription beyond 
which his inquiry was not to extend: for otherwise 
it would always be in the power of the King's 
Attorney-General to keep in constant alarm and the 
worst state of slavery, all those who had ever filled any 
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public offices, or their descendants and executors, for a chap. 
century/ 

Notwithstanding the opposition of Mr. Fox, the At- 
torney-General returned to the charge, and the following 
week proposed a series of resolutions to compel Messrs. 
Eigby and Welbore Ellis, who had been respectively 
Paymaster-General of the Forces and Treasurer of the 
Navy, in the late Administration, to file statements of 
the balances in their hands when they went out of 
office : and declaring that they should be held account- 
able for the interest on the same from that date. 

In introducing his resolutions, the Attomey-GenemI 
said, * Since he last spoke on the subject of balances in 
the hando of public accountants, he had consulted some 
gentlemen of his own profession, and he was happy to 
find that the general opinion of Westminster Hall was 
^vith him in the idea that the public had a right to the uses 
and profits of its own money. Confirmed in his opinion 
by that of the most respectable lawyers, he was re- 
solved in his official capacity to see that the public had 
ample justice, and if he should be defeated in that House, 
he had still the courts of law open to him, in which he 
shoiild be at liberty to bring this question to a legal 
decision. He protested that in his present pursuit he 
was actuated solely by a love of justice and a sense of 
duty. As for party views, he had none — he had con- 
sulted no man whatever on the propriety of the motions 
he was going to make, and he did not so much as know 
that any Member in the House would second them : 
however, he was not the less determined to make them.' 
If the motion of the Attorney-General savoured a little 
of the invidious character of all retrospective l^slation, 
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there can be no doubt that the matter was one which 
' icgiiired examination. 

Lord Comwallis thus alludes to the subject in a 
letter toCoLBoss:— ^ 

* In answer to your question about Rigby, I hear that 
the late immaculate Treasury advanced 220,000/. in 
the course of last summer to prevent his being called 
upon for his balance, and the short day with which 
Lord John (Cavendish) threatened him, as I believe you 
recollect, has not yet arrived : in short, he thought they 
were the strongest mde, and could either prosecute or 
protect : Eenyon, however, is now at him in the Ex- 
chequer.' • 

The editor of the Correspondence of Lord Comwallis 
adds the following remarks in a note : — 

* The question of these balandcs, said to have been 
1,100,000/:, was brought before Parliament in 1782, by 
Eenyon the Attorney-General, without the knowledge 
and against the real wish of the Government. The 
attack was renewed in 1784, after large sums had been 
paid on account by Bigby's executors. The accounts 
were finally au^ted, January 16, 1794, with a balance 
indebted of 151,783/. S^., subject to a deduction of 
46,000/., as claimed by the executors. This was not 
settled till August, 1802, when there appeared to be 
a large balance due. Tlie Treasuiy agrc^ to accept 
25,000/., and to wipe ofi* 40,000/. : still 6,000/. seems 
to have remained unsettled.' 

Ur. Fox, however, who by the same logic * might 
have been made liable for interest on all the balances 

> Billed Feb. 7, 17S4. 

* OomwiUii FHMm* ▼»!« t pp. IM, ISO, and note. 



rUDLIC BALANCES. 05 

of public money whicli had ever beeu in his father's chap. 
hands/ * resolutely opposed Mr. Kenyon's motions :— . ^- / •' 

^ He acknowledged that he had not been consulted ^'^ 
by his learned friend. His learned friend, it seemed^ 
had consulted several able lawyers, and they had agreed 
with him, that the public had the right to claim the 
issues and profits of their own money in the hands of 
a public accountant. This might be law, but it did not 
ap])ear to him to be common sense, and therefore he 
was the more inclined to think it was not law, for the law 
of England and common sense could not be at variance.* 

Wallace, the ex-Attorney-Oeneral, supported Foz« 
as did the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. Martin, an independent Member, spoke in most 
eulogistic terms of the conduct of Mr. Kenyon : — 

'He offered his hearty thanks to the learned 
gentleman : he had not the honour of being known to 
him, and, therefore, what he said could not proceed 
from any personal motives, but from the satisfaction he 
felt in expressing his admiration for that noble character, 
an upright and constitutional lawyer. He congratulated 
the coimtry in general, and the House more particularly, 
that they had such a Member among them.' 

The resolutions, however, did not meet with general 
acceptance, and though the strongest was withdrawn, 
die others were rejected, by a majority of eleven. 

The Attorney-General also took part in a debate 
which arose on an Act which had passed the House of 
Lords, — * to prevent the grant of any office, to be exer- 
cised in any colony or plantation, now or hereafter, 
belonging to the Crown of Oreat Britain, for any longer 

* Lord Cunpbell*! lArm of Lord Ohitf JvitioM, toL iii. p. 10. 
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tiine than during such time as the grantee thereof, or 




**-* person appointed thereto, shall discharge the duty 
thereof^ and behave well therein.* 

The Bill excited some opposition, from an unfounded 
idea that it was pointed agunst America, and from a 
fear that the United States, still smarting from the 
recollection of the conflict, might resentfully delay the 
negotiations which were still pending. 

Sr O. SaviUc * moved the omission of the word 
America. He was of opinion that the Bill was, and 
would be deemed, an act of legislation.* 

* The Attorney-General was surprised that such a Bill 
should meet with any opposition, for it was not liable 
to any one of those consequences which the hon. 
Member seemed so much to apprehend. ,The wisdom, 
int^^ty, honest views, and disinterestedness of the 
noble lord ^ who had brought in the Bill to the other 
House stood so firmly established in the minds of the 
public, that he hoped no one would venture to reject ' 
the motives which had induced him to propose this 
BilL' In fact, the Bill was of itself a panegyric upon 
that noble lord, for it was a restraint, not upon 
America, but upon himself, if it was true, as reported, 
that he was now to be First Minister. 

* But gentlemen would have the word America left 
out of the BiU, because it might be an obstacle in the 
way of independence ; did gentlemen recollect that we 
still had provinces in America which still adhered to 
us, and acknowledged our dominion ? Would not this 
justify the insertion of the word in question ? The 

■ hotdStMfonm. * Sic 

' Loid RoekingliMn had died Um prerioiu day. 
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omission would, in his opinion, be improper; the chap. 
insertion would not militate against the acknowledg- 
ment of independence, if that was determined on, for 
the moment the independence of America was acknow- 
ledged, that moment the Bill would have as much effect 
and dominion over Kamschatka as over the Ck)lonie8.* 

The death of Lord Rockingham dissolved the hollow 
truce which his influence had, with difficulty, kept in 
force. 

The Administration, in truth, had never had any 
real coherence. 

* Bockinghams and Shclbiumes,' says Mr. KichoUs, 
^ were like Hessians and Ilanoverians in the same 
camp.' * Dunning,* continues the same author, *was 
very anxious for a complete union, and said it was 
anxiously desired by Lonl Shelbume. Biu'ke treated 
it with contempt, sa}4ng the Shelbume party did not 
consist of more than six or eight Members.' Dunning*s 
reply was worthy of his reputation. • Non numerc- 
mur sed ponderemur.* * 

T])e result, it is needless to say, was the resignation 
of Fox and Lord J. Cavendish, and in place of the 
latter, Pitt was appointed Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 

Mr. Kcnyon cast in his lot with the new Premier, 
to whom he wjis personally attached, and Parliament 
was shortly aftenvards prorogued till the following 
year. 

It soon became clear, however, that Lord Shel- 
bume's Ministry could not exist without some accession 
from the ranks of their adversaries. * It seems to me 

■ NichoUs's RecoUeetioni. Lond. 1820, pp. 45-47. 
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cmulF. impofifflble/ writes Mr. Eclcn to Lord Loughl)orough, 
' *foT Lonl Shclbiime's Oovcmnicnt to last beyond a 
summer campaign, unless lie gets a very considerable 
and avowed accession from the friends of the old 
Government, and even then he will be under great 
difficulties.* ^ * I am very clear/ replies Lord Lough- 
borough, * that Lord Shelbume's Government will not 
do, and I don't know what will.* ' 

An unsuccessftd attempt to gain Lonl North did not 
improve their position, and when Parlinniciit met, it 
was evident that, if the two parties in opposition could 
agree, they had the game in their hands. The diffi- 
culties in the way were many, but, as is well known, 
they proved not insuperable, and Fox, the ai^cuser, 
coalcscxxl with Lord North, the su|)porter of the 
American war, to turn out Lord Shelburnc when pro- 
posing the Articles of Peace. 

It is needless to comment on an episode whicli has 
remlcrcd the name * Coalition * odious ever since. 

The following rcconl of the interrcgimm which 
followed the vote on the peace, is not iiithout in- 
terest: — 

• Feb. 21si. — A second question carried by the Oppo- 
sition, 207 to 190; Mr. Pitt made the greatest si)eech 
I ever heard. 

• Feb. 2Srrf. — At Lord Shelbume's, in the evening, 
when he signified to us his intention to resign to- 
morrow ; Lonl S. showed me the King's letter to him. 

• Feb. 26A. — Endeavoim^ to persuade Mr. William 
F!tt to accept the place of First Lonl of the Treasury. 
Lord Ashburton, Lonl Advocate, and Mr. liigby did the 

* July 10, 1788, Auckland P^iicn. « Ibid. July 12. 
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same ; he seemed averse, thinking he should not be ciiap. 
supported in the Hous^e of Commons. ^ 

^Feb. 27th. — ^Lord Chancellor informed me this ^'^^ 
morning that Mr. William Pitt had consented to con- 
tinue in Administration.* 

Mr. Pitt, however, reconsidered his determination. 
Dazzling as was the prize, he had the courage and 
discernment to refuse it. 

Tlie King^s distress at his jiosition was not un- 
natural. 

• March 6th '—continues tlie diary — • Called on tlie 
Clianccllor, who said he was going to the most 
miserable man in the kingdom, \iz. the King. 

* March 7//i. — The Chancellor showed me a letter 
from the King, expresshig his resolution not to give 
way to Fox and his desperate faction. He told mo 
the King was in great distress ; tliat he believed Lord 
North was very unhappy on account of his conduct in 
joining Fox. 

^ March 6tli, — Lord Mansfield with the King till 
past twelve at night. 

* March dt/i. — Lord Ashburton sent for by the King. 
The Clianccllor afterwards Avith the King. 

• March 17 t/i. — ^Lonl Chancellor told me that Lord 
Nortli and Fox had insisted ]ie slioidd go out: 
that the King withstood this : that he had written two 
letters to the King desiring him to give way, but had 
burnt both letters : that if tlie King sent for him he 
should advise him to give way. 

^ March 24tt/i, — Called on Lord Chancellor at break- 
fast, who was going to the King. He showed me a 
letter from the King, complaining of the conduct of 

n 2 
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the Coalition, to whose chicanery he said he hod 
' opposed nothing but the conduct of an honest man, 
straight dealing, and expressed his hope that Pitt 
would take the Treasury.* 

The country had tlius remained for more than five 
weeks without a Government, and this at a time when, 
as Mr. Grenville said, a Government ¥ras most wanted. 
The Mutiny Bill had not been passed, nor the Treaty 
of Peace ngned. * The King's resolution not to give 
way,' writes the same shrewd observer, *has most 
seriously alarmed me. I wish I may prove a false 
prophet, but I solemnly protest to God that I am 
afiraid of the most fatal consequences. In a week's 
time, there will not be in the Treasury a farthing of 
money todcfiray the ordinary expenses of Government.' ^ 
* The Militia,' says another writer, * were threatening 
revolt^ and the Navy were clamouring for their wages.' ' 

As is usual when party feeling runs high, each 
blamed the other as the cause of the dead lock. The 
judgment of posterity has divided the blame pretty 
equally between them. 

The King was guilty of unduly stretching his pre- 
rogative in thus resisting the dominant majority of the 
House of Commons. On the other hand, it must be 
owned he hod just cause to distrust the conduct of 
Mr. Fox and his friends. Nor can it be wondered 
that he should have viewed with dismay and concern, 
the union of a man whom he hod especially delighted 
to honour with one whom he considered as little better 
than a political charlatan. Nor can it be said that the 

' Boekingham Papers, vol. i. p. 315. 
* Lord StMiliope's Life «>f PiU. 
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triumph of the Coalition was in any sense a triumph of chap. 
principle. It was not even hinted that Fox could have ^ 
obtained better terms of peace than those which he 
was so ready to condemn. Tlie Treaty was assailed 
because it afibrdcd the first opportunity to the recon- 
ciled statesmen of seciunng possession of the Treasury 
Bench. 

The victory, however, was with tlie strong, and the 
King at length gave way. *I have continued,' he 
writes to the Duke of Buckingliam, * every possible 
means of forming an Administration : an experience of 
now above tweuty-t>vo years convinces me that it is 
impossible to erect a stable one within the narrow 
bounds of any faction, for none deserve the appellation 
of party ; and that in an age when disobedience to law 
and autliority is as prevalent as a thirst after changes 
in the best of all constitutions, it requires temper and 
sagacity to stem these evils, which can alone be 
cxi^ectcd from a collection of the best and most calm 
heads and hearts the kingdom possesses. 

* Judge therefore of the uneasiness of my mind at 
having been thwarted in every attempt to keep the 
administration of public affairs out of the hands of the 
most unprincipled Coalition the annals of tliis or any . 
other nation can equal. I have vrithstood it till not a 
single man is willing to come to my assistance, and 
till the House of Commons has taken every step, 
but insisting on the fieu^tion being by name elected 
Ministers.' ^ 

Tlie Attorney-General retained his office till the 15th 
of April, when he was succeeded by his predecessor, 

' Buckingham Papers, vol. i. p. 210. 
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Wallace. The Master of the Soils, Sir Thomas SewcU, 
' was, during the intem^um, in such a stiite of health 
that his death was daily anticipated, and it was inti- 
mated to Mr. Kenyon, that if he died before the Shcl- 
bume Ministry went out of power, the office was at his 
disposal. 

* March 18th. — The Lord Chancellor asked me to- 
day, as he had done several days before, as to my wish 
for the Bolls : that if I wished for it he would ask it for 
me : as to anybody else, he was indifierent and would 
Dot snatch it. He seemed to wish I should hold it with 
Chester. He said he could not send anybody to Chester, 
after me, that would please the country. I asked for 
Maalonald, out of regard for Earl Gower. 

^ March 19/A. — ^Dincd with the Chancellor tete-a-tete. 
Tlie Chancellor seemed to approve of my declining the 
Bolls. Mr. Orde told me Lord Shclburne was ulmo«t 
anxious for the Miistcr of the Bolls' death, that I might 
have the Bolls if I pleased before the new Ministry 
should be appointed.* ^ 

Sir Tliomas, however, was more tenacious of life 
than was anticipated, and continued to hold his oflSce 
till after the expulsion of the Coalition. 

It is said that the Earl of Suffolk was very anxious 
to induce Sir Thomas Sewell to resign while his fncnds 
were in power, and called at the Bolls for that purpose. 
Sir Thomas attended him round the house and garden, 
showed him the trees he had planted, and concluded 
by saying, * All this I owe to the grace and favour of 
the King, and no consideration shall induce me to give 
it up as long as I live.' ' 

■ Diuy. * JUVoiu 2nd Lord Kenyon** Pa^ien. 
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On the Cth of June, Mr. Kenyon liud the satisfaction ^^^' 
of introducing his friend, John Scott, into the IIousc of 
Commons, to whicli he hud been returned as Member 
for Weobley. 

Slioilly after he liod taken his seat, Lord Tliurlow is 
said to have remarked to him, *I suppose you will 
have no objection to pay 2,000/. or 3,000/. for your 
scut ? * * Not if you tell me I should do so,' replied 
Scott * Now do you know,' rejoined Lord Thurlow, 

* tliere are' three men, of noble connections, to whom 
I have made like applications, and they all refuse, 
thougli they gave me written assurances on the subject ?' 

* Can you be surprised at that ? * said Scott. * The very 
last person who could enforce such on understanding 
must be the Lord Chancellor.'^ 

In the August following died John Dunning, Lord 
Ashburton, Kcnyon's earliest and most valued friend. 

* He was,* he records, ^ a man of the greatest ability 
I have known, of most unblemished integrity and 
honour, my firm friend for more than twenty years.' 

Ue had been in failing health for some months, and 
had taken little part in politics since the deatli of Lord 
Itockinglmm. 

In September, 1782, he writes to his friend, — * If it 
were jxyssible that you should have half-an-hour's 
leisure at any time, it would not be ill bestowed upon 
a man who knows no more of what imacs in the 
world than the newspapers infonn him, not being 
Veil enough to be in the way of the news of the 
country. 

*A huriying journey, which I took to and from 

* Fruui 2nd Lord Kenyuu** Papon. 
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town just before your return, has brought me back all 
the complaints of the last year, and the weather we 
^^^^ have prevents my shaking them off. 

* Yours affect*' 

« Asiibubton/ 

I have already dwelt upon the character and attain- 
ments of Lord Ashburton, but it may not be inappro- 
priate to insert here the judgment of one of the ablest 
of his contemporaries. 

The following sketch was drawn by the Earl of 
Sielbume, apparently for private circulation, and I am 
not aware that it has been previously printed. 

A companion picture, by Sir William Jones, will be 
found in the collected works of that eminent lawyer: — ^ 

Charader of Lard Aahburtan^ by Hie Earl of 

SkeWume. 

* lie had the peculiar characteristick of a great man 
— intuition. Like Shakespear and Milton, nature hid 
• nothing from him. He had the greatest power of 
reasoning which can be conceived, and such a habit of 
it, that he coidd not slight a cause no more than an 
able artist could suffer a piece of work to go imperfect 
from his hands. He could not pass a link in the chain, 
and had such a faculty of arrangement that he would 
take an absolute chaos of matter, and return it to you 
in the instant so clear and distinct, as of itself to present 
a proper judgment without need of discussion. His' 
speeches at the bar were sometimes long, (in Parlia- 
ment he was always short,) and tried the attention of 

» Vol. viu. p. &». 
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liis hearers, in an age indisposed to close investigation 
of any sort, much more to look for mathematical 
demonstration, without which his accurate mind could ^'^^ 
not be content, in any cause which admitted of it. It 
was no want of neatness, nor of wit, two qualities which 
he possessed in such a superior degree, that upon many 
occasions tliey appeared to be his fort. One proof of 
the former among a multitude which remain, is the 
famous resolution of the House of Commons relative to . 
the power of the Crown, which he dictated after a long 
professional attendance, in a few words, comprehending 
everything, pleasing everybody, and commanding the 
union of all witliin and without doors. Ilis wit, in 
wliich, Sir William Jones says, no morttd ever surpassed 
him, was not more surprising than his perfect command' 
of it. He never suffered it to interfere with his aigu- 
ment, nor ever sought to shine, or to o^iptivate, when 
he could convince. His professional knowledge was uni- 
versally acknowledg'd. All parties allowed him to be 
at the head of the bar. His industry, his liberality, his 
acuteness, added to his capacity, procured him the 
jK'rsonal confidence, reverence, and attachment of 
almost all the great families, who always found him no 
less a gentleman than he was a lawyer. The only 
doubt was, whether he excelled most at Equity or 
Common Law. There was none as to anybody's coming 
up to him in citlier. The fact is well known, of the 
present Chief Justice of the Common Pleas beginning 
a law argument in the absence of Mr. Dunning, but 
ui)on hearing him hemm in the course of it, his tone 
so visibly changed, that there was not a doubt in any 
jrnrt of the House of the reason of it. 
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* lie had the most undaunted courage of body and 
' mind, of whicli innumerable proofs must remain among 
the profession, from the daily instances he gave of it 
in fighting up his own way against tlic frowns and arts 
of Lord Mansfield, the cause of many a poor client 
against that judge's partiality and caprice, and the law 
of England itself against the various novelties which 
Lord Mansfield's vanity and unconstitutional principles 
made him pcrseveringly attempt, which Mr. Dunning 
as pcrseveringly resisted. Ili^ presence of mind never 
fail'd him. His mind furnished him with resources for 
all occasions. His sagacity to distinguish, and his 
spirit to seize an occasion showed itself in the advan- 
tage he took, in conjunction with Mr. Barre, to move 
Lord Chatliam's public funeral and tlie provision for 
his family. lie certainly had from natiu*c great am- 
bition, but his pride and his principle set him so far 
above it, that it may be safely affirmed, that no man 
living or dead knew the object of it. HLs peerage was 
forced upon him, because he felt it a momentary devia- 
tion from his pn>fession to accept die Dutchy of Lan- 
caster till the King's Bench became vacant, not being 
satisfied with the precedent of Lord Aylmer, and not 
at all regarding the late advancement of others of tlic 
profession to that dignity, and what influenced him 
sUU more, because he thought he could be of more use 
to his friends in the House of Commons. He refused 
for a course of years the first situations, from motives of 
principle and friendship. This last, however great his 
other qualities, was in truth the pi*edominant feature 
of hb character. In the various occurrences of life, it 
required the whole force of his reason to keep this 
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witliin the bounds of msdoni. The progress of his 
fortune, as well as the habits of liis profession, connected 
liim with niany, not one of whom lie ever forsook. 
There was no sacrifice which he was not ready to make 
to any of his connections ; no fatigue which he would 
not undergo — no risque which he would not run. The 
greatest person in the kingdom said he never knew 
friendship till he knew him. The most obscure con* 
nection he had cannot say he slighted him, or suffered 
a slight to pass upon him absent or present. 

* His character would not be human without some 
shades. He was used to say of himself, that he loved 
and hated in the extreme. He certainly had very 
little mercy on those who excited his contempt by any 
tendency to meanness, mischief, or malignity ; while 
he scarce could be induced to allow a fault in those he 
loved. He carried this so far, that be always retained 
a strong prejudice on the side of such causes as he 
once maintained. 

^ His excessive habit of business made even relaxation 
after a short time burthensome to him, and its intervals 
tiresome, which, joined to the sensibility of his character, 
made his temper sometimes difficult. He said of him- 
self that he was an Epicurean, not a Stoick, and tliat ho 
did not devote more time to the society of his friends 
than Sir Matthew Hale did to writing in another pro- 
fession, which belonged to a different class of men to 
inculcate. He perhaps spared himself as little in his 
pleasures as in hi^ b^isincss, and might by this means 
contribute to break up a constitution which naturally 
was a very strong one. If these shades existed in his 
character, there were only these, and, in fact, they do 
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not deserve the name, for they were the overflowings 
^ of his talents and the result of hb virtues. His emi- 
nence, his hospitality, his power of protection, neces- 
sarily attracted adulation, in which line none went such 
lengths, even to nauseate his most intimate friends, 
as one gentleman^ of his profession, who owed 
him the greatest obligations, but, such malignity 
is there to be found in human nature, has been sup- 
posed tlie author of the single reflection which has 
attempted to be cast on his memory. This rc^rded 
Uie amount of his fortune, and went so far as to in- 
annate that he acquired part of it by playing in the 
public funds, than which nothing could have been 
more inconsbtent with liis character, or with the whole 
tenor of his life, which made it impossible. This 
scandalous report is, however, happily refutable beyond 
the possibility of malice, by the inspection of Mr. Child's 
books, which are open to anybody, where the progress 
of hb fortune clearly appears, as well as the whole dis- 
position of it from time to time, and only leaves a 
lesson behind it to great men in future — To beteare of 
sycophants. To do hb rivals justice, they have join'd 
in doing honour to his memory — and, one false voice 
excepted — ^hb character b likely to transmit itself by 
unanimous consent to posterity as the first lawyer of 
hb age, the wannest friend, a most dutiM son, which 
he proved by continual respectful attentions to hb 
fiOher, who died only a few years before him ; an afiec- 
taonate brother, which appears by a long correspond- 
ence, which I suppose b preserved, as well as by hb 
will ; a tender husband, and a most illustrious citizen.' 

* Mr. John Loo. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Trial of the Dean of 8t, Anaph — Er^ddon of (he CoalUum'^ 
Mr, Keinynn reappointed AUomey»Oencral — Death of Sir Thomar 
8ewelU~Mr. Kenyan eueceede hitn a» MaUer of the Bolls. 

(1788—1784.) 

Mr. Kexyox had presided on the North Wales Circuit 
regularly since his appointment, with credit to himself 
and to the general satisfaction of the public. As I ^^^ 
shall have an opportunity hereafter of making some 
remarks on his success on the judicial bench, it will 
be unnecessary here to follow him tlirough a mass of 
causes, for the most part dry and uninteresting. 

There is one trial, however, which, partly from cer- 
tain episodes which occurred during its progress, and 
partly from the wonderful ability displayed by Mr. 
Erskinc as one of the advocates engaged in it, has 
taken its place among the causes cel^bres of tliat date. 
I allude to the trial of the Dean of St. Asaph. 

The Principality, at the commencement of the year 
1783, was in a state of considerable ferment The Very 
Severend William Shipley, then Dean of St. Asaph, and 
son of the bishop of the diocese, like many other high 
clerical personages of the day, busied himself much 
with local and general politics, and being somewhat 
overbearing and very tenacious of his opinions, sue- 



110 LIFE OF I/)IID KEXYOX. 






CHAP, ceeded in making a host of enemies amongst the 
staunch Tories of North Wales. Under his auspices a 
▼ery pretty quarrel was fomented. 

Sir W. Jones, the great scholar and lawyer, who had 
married a sister of the Dean's, had recently published a 
pamphlet entitled, * A Dialogue between a Scholar and 
a Farmer.' Its object was simply to explain the funda- 
mental principles of society and government, and to 
point out some of tlie defects of the existing constitu- 
tion of tlie Parliament. 

. Its intention is thus explained by the author him- 
self:— 

Sir WiUiam Janes to Lloyd Kenyan^ Esq. 

' Lamb Buildings, Muvh 28th, 1783. 

•My dear Sir, — ^I have made several unsuccessful 
attempts to find you disengaged for a moment, as I was 
desirous of seeing you before you set out for Chester, 
and I for India ; and of thanking you in person for 
your unremitted kindness to me. I should also, in the 
course of our conversation, have apprized you of a 
matter, in which I am to a certain degree implicated, 
and of which, I imagine, you will hear a great deal in 
Wales. Though I always knew that political rage and 
animosity would carry men to most unwarrantable 
lengths, and though I have long known the strange 
temper, not to say absurdity, of Mr. Fitz Maurice, whom 
I have commonly seen at variance eitlier with his 
broUier, Lord Shelbume, or with himself, yet I could 
hardly have conceived that any rage or absurdity 
would have hurried him into such measures as he has 
lately been taking. The Dean of St. Asaph and he 
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have had bickerings from time to time, at the meetings chap. 
of the county of Flint, and the Dean lias generally ^— r- 



obtaincd the victory, both in weight of argument ^'^^ 
and number of sufirages; tliis was enough to raise 
the resentment of his adversary, who seems to have 
formed a resolution of taking the first advantage that 
presented itself. Mr. Fitz Maurice was unfoitunate 
in seizing a ground which he cannot possibly main- 
tain ; but I, too, was unfortunate in having, very 
undesignedly, given him an opportunity to seize any 
ground at all. Wlien I was at Paris last June, I 
insisted, in conversation, that the principles of govern- 
ment in the abstract were so plain and intelligible, that 
a clown of common understanding might comprehend 
them, and even be led by a few easy questions to un- 
fold them himself To prove this, I wrote currente 
calamo a short Dialogue^ containing no doctrine which 
I do not think the essence of our English Constitu- 
tion. It was allowed that I had succeeded; and, 
even in a country governed avowedly by despotism, 
the tract was circulated and approved, I sent a 
copy of it to London, when it was immediately printed 
by the Society for Giving Constitutional Information^^ 
and I enclose one of the copies, which they distributed 
with their other tracts. I thought little more of it, 
until I learned that, having found its way into Wales, 
it had been so much relished by the Committee for the 

' * The only object of this socioty/ Mys Sir Samuel RotniUy, ' which 
consisted of a few men of groat talents, hut of which the greater 
number were well-meaning but foolish persons, was to publish and 
circulate gratuitously political tracts, wliich might infonn the people 
upon the true principles of the Constitution. These tracts, as Burke 
has somewhere obsenred, were never as charitably read as they were 
charitably published.* 
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CSAP. oounty of Flint, that they have resolved to have it 
^ ■ -* translated and dispersed in the Welsh language. This 
could not escape the vigilance of Fitz Maurice^ who 
attacked the Committee for approving a paper ** sedi- 
tious, treasonable, and diabolical/' Against this violent 
attack I send you a cool and concise defence, which I 
was desired to draw, but which has rather irritated than 
softened the opponents of tlic Committee, whose very 
** manes " are not permitted to rest in peace. If it were 
possible for thb matter to come before you judicially 
or profemonally^ I would not have mentioned it ; but, 
as you will certainly hear much of it at table, I was 
desirous of preventing any impression that might be 
made on your mind by misrepresentation of the fact. 
As to the doctrines touched in the Dialogue, I can only 
say that if Mr. Fitz Maurice and myself had not last 
our elections at Oxford, I would have met him boldly 
in the House of Commons, without the least doubt 
of proving tliat they are the very keystone of our 
public laws and liberties ; for Blackstofie^ who was a 
guarded man, and whose Commentaries were inspected 
in manuscript by most of the judges then on the Bench, 
has written ten times more strongly on the general 
doctrine of resistance^ and the right of using amis far 
that purpose^ which includes the right of knowing how 
to use tfietn. In a word, if the right of resistance be 
not law, we have no Constitution ; and if we may not 
be prepared with arms, there never could be any 
eflectual resistance, and the doctrine would be a 
mockeiy; if we give up these rights, we give up 
everything. I take the liberty to enclose a tract 
relating to this subject, with the addition of a few 
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references to Blachttone^ in comparison of whose Ian- ciiap. 
guage my humble Dialogue is the most harmless lusus ^ 
ingenii that ever was thrown upon paper. If I should 
be so unfortunate as not to see you before I embark, I 
hope you will permit me to write to you from India, 
and to continue through life that friendship which 
I shall ever esteem so honourable, and so precious to, 

* My dear Sir, 
* Y' much obliged and faithful servant, 

* W. Jones.' 

*" Adrertwment 

' A short defence hnth been tliought necessary, 
against a violent and groundless attack upon the Flint- 
slure Committee, for having testified their approbation 
of the following Dialogue, which hath been publicly 
branded with the most injurious epithets; and it is 
conceived, that the sure way to vindicate tliis little 
tract from so unjust a character, will be as publickly to 
produce it. 

* Tlie friends of the Bevolution will instantly see Uiat 
it contains no principle which has not the support of 
the highest authority, as well as the clearest reason. 

* K tlie doctrines which it slightly touches in a man- 
ner suited to the nature of the Dialogue, be ** seditious, 
treasonable, and diabolical,'' Lord Somers was an In- 
cendiary ; Locke^ a Traitor ; and the Conventian^r' 
liament a Pandssmonium ; but, if those names are the 
glory and boast of England, and if that Convention 
secured our liberty and happiness, then the doctrines 
in question are not only^ti^ and rational^ but ccnBtita-^ 
Hmal and mluiary^ and the reproachful epithets belong 

I 
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COAF. wholly to the Bystein of those who so grossly mis- 
applied them.* 

Mr. Fitz Maurice and his partisans gave a diflcrcnt 
version of the story, which I will insert without 
comment It is taken from the case, which was 
afterwards submitted to counsel, and was drawn by 
another WiDiam Jones, then a celebrated solicitor 
residing at Buthin :— 

* The Defendant having by some means got himself 
placed at the head of a self-appainUd Committee of the 
county of Flinty consisting diiefly of the clergy of his 
fiither's diocese, and a few gentlemen whom he had in- 
veigled to enlist under his banner, seemed to vie with 
his Teva:end brother (Mr. Wyvil), which should make 
himself the most conspicuous for propagating sedition, 
and making the people dissatisfied with tlie State and 
Government of this country. The supposed object 
of this, as well as of other Committees of Associa- 
tion, was to overthrow a bad Administration. That 
end being accomplished, the reverend chairman of 
the Flintshire Conmiittee, having a further object in 
view, thought proper to move, and prevailed upon the 
Committee to order by their resolutions of the 20th of 
Nov., 1782, that the pamphlet in question, under its 
then title of a ** Dialogue between a Scholar and a 
Peasant,*' should be translated into Welsh, and dis- 
tributed grads through the Principality at the expense 
of the Committee. 

* On the same day another resolution was entered 
into that the Sheriff should be requested to call a 
meeting of the county at large for the purpose of 
living its sanctbn to or disapproval of the proceed- 
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iugs of the Committee A requisition was accordingly chap. 
made to the IIou^ Thomas Fitz Maurice, the then 



^^ 



Sheriir of the county, who in consequence convened *^^ 
a meeting of the county at Mold, on Tuesday the 
7th day of January, 1783, when a petition for a 
more equal representation was agreed to be presented 
to Parliament. This business being over, the SherilT 
animadverted very severely upon the resolution which 
the Committee had entered into for translating into 
Welsh and publishing the pamphlet in question, the 
doctrines of which bad struck him, as well as many 
other gentlemen, with horror. The Sheriff at that 
time warned the Defendant against the publication of 
the pamphlet, and declared that if he or any one else 
should dare to publish it, he should think it his 
duty, as Sheriff of the county, to take proper notice 
of the publication. The Sheriff concluded with moving 
for the dissolution of the Committee, which was carried. . 
At this meeting the Defendant produced the Dialogue, 
read the whole through, and as he read it, he de- 
fended and applauded all its doctrines, without ex* 
ception, and yet at the same time confessed that he 
was uttering this Dialogue with a rope about his neck.' ^ 
The Dean, however, had no intention of giving way: 
the pamphlet was reprinted, and ^ war to tlie knife * de^ 
clared. Party feeling has usually run high in Wales, 
but at this period it was embittered to a d^ree scarcely 
conceivable in these peaceable days. Squibs of a most 
scurrilous description were circulated, and a wordy ho6-» 
tility was commenced in the local papers, which long 
survived the determination of the question at issue. 

■ From » MS. omm. 
i3 
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One caricature which lies before me professes to 
represent * The Triumph of Turbulence, or Mother 
Gambria possessed.* Mother Cambria is habited in a 
cap and beUs, with a demon attached to the cap, and 
IS surrounded by a crowd of Wekh parsons, making a 
football of liberty. The Dean, turning his back on a 
piUar, on which is inscribed Mansfield's dictum, 
* Seditious, if not Treasonable,' is complacently sur- 
veying these antics from a Welsh car, drawn by six 
goats. Sotto voce he is supposed to say :— 



Fve esoftped with mja«n, «id from Newgate you find, 

And M to my honor that*e left far behind, 

Which an the world knowa, hot WeUh goate whom I blind. 

From the many squibs which were circulated I 
select the following as a fair specimen: — 

* Denbighshire Resolutions^ at a Meeting held at Ruthin^ 
Wi ilarch^ 1784, by order of the Dean of Si. Asaph. 

^ Besolved : That no meeting for this county can be 
held constitutionally, unless the Dean of St. Asaph and 
six of his parsons, at the least, are present, and that a 
late county meeting, in tx)nsequence of which Sir 
Thomas EyiBn ^ was knighted, being not composed of 
a proper number of clergy, was an imposition upon 
ibe Crown, and therefore the said Sir Thomas is no 
Knight, but a simple Squire only. 

* Besolved : That for any private man or set of men 
to pretend to judge of, or to censure, the Parliamentary 
conduct of their representatives, is unconstitutional ; 
bat for such men to censure the conduct of the King, 
his ICnisters, or either House of Fiarliament, and by 

> Then High Bherilf. 
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any means to attempt a reform of them, is highly chap. 
meritorious. ■ "^ 

* Resolved: That the Right HonW William Pitt, ^^«*- 
being younger than the Dean of St. Asaph, is no con- 
jiu*er, and that the Dean proved by his own dictum, 

at tlie lute meeting at Mold, that Mr. Fitfs plan for 
reforming the Government in India was weak and 
childish. 

* Resolved : That Charles James Fox and the Rev. 
William Davies Shipley are the greatest eharactcrs of 
the age, and that the King must (nolens volens), as 
was asserted at the late Fhntshire county meeting, 
make the one his Plenipotentiary Prime Minister, and 
the other a Bishop. 

^ Resolved : That a late publication, for which the 
Dean of St. Asaph stands indicted by the Grand Jury 
of this county, is a harmless, innocent book ; that the 
Grand Jury who found the Bill against him were i^ots ; 
and that the Dean hath manifested his abhorrence of 
sedition by his speeches at this and the late county 
meeting at Mold, in favour of Mr. Fox and the present 
Opposition to the Crown and Government 

* Resolved : That it is unconstitutional for any Peer 
to demand an audience of the Crown, or to approach 
any of the Royal palaces up tlie back-stairs, that road 
l)eing the peculiar privilege of Ministers (under which 
word all the clergy are included) and Miuds of 
Honor.* 

^Resolved: That the thanks of this meeting be 
returned to the Members for the county' and bo- 

> Tlie anusion it of course to Lord* Temple uid lliiirloir. 
* Sir W. W. Wynn, BMri., who nrely attended Parliament 
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CHAP, rough,' f(x their diligent and oooatant attendance and 

^» , ^ conduct in Eariiament 

^^'*- ^Beaolved: That the thanks of this meeting be 

given to Mr. High Sheriff, for hts politeness in not 

attending, and leaving the conduct of it to the Bev. 

the Dean of 8^ Asaph.* 

^Besolved: That these Besolutions be transmitted 
(as was the requintion) to Mr. Samuel Sidebotham,' at 
Wynnstay, and, if he approves thereof, that the same 
be printed and dispersed, and that Mr. Sidebotham be 
requested to use his endeavours that the Dean of B^ 
Asaph may not be convicted of publishing a seditious 
book, he having for that purpose only become the 
nfw friend to the present Member for the county. 
* Yivat Charles James Fox. 

« Countersigned, 

^WiLUAic Davies Shiflky.' 

Mr. Eenyon received the first official information of 
the matter at the ensuing Assizes, when the following 
presentation was laid before him : — 

*My Lordy— Several gentlemen of the counties of 
Denbigh and Flint wish your lordship w' be pleased 
to gire the enclosed Diali^e the reading, w^ was 
printed by one Marsh of Wrexham; and sho' you 
think it an improper publication, your observations 
upon its contents in your charge to die Grand Jury at 
Wrexham wo' be esteemed a great &voiu: by them ; 
but sh' it appear to your lordship a harmless one, 

* TIm bite CoL Mjddleton, of Oliirk OMtte. 
! Tkn OonUeuMii in Wuting at Wjrnniti^. 
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yoiir opinion will be submitted to implidtlji w^ will chap. 
be understood by your silence. 

' To ihe Chief Justice of CJiester, 

* ai Poolf Moaigomeryehire* 

This very improper attempt to commit a Judge to 
an opinion on a question which it was intended to 
bring before him in his official capacity, was not 
likely to receive any response, and I am unable to 
ascertain what were his private sentiments on the 
subject. One of his greatest friends in the Principality, 
the celebrated traveller, Thomas Pennant, was an 
entliiisiastic supporter of the prosecution, and from 
some letters of his, to Mr. Kenyon, which I shall 
presently quote, it may be conjectured that Kenyon 
agreed with his friend ; but he had too clear an under- 
standing of the responsibility of a Judge, to implicate 
himself unofficially in the transaction. On an attempt, 
however, being made to induce the Government to 
undertake the prosecution, he seems to have had some 
correspondence with Mr. Wallace, then Attorney- 
GeuenU. The Government declined to move in the 
matter, but Mr. Wallace seems rather to have inclined 
to the opinion that there was ground enough to 
warrant a prosecution, though he could not advise the 
Government to undertake it. 

James WaUaee^ Esq.^ to Lloyd Kenyan^ Esq. 

<81Jaly, 1783. 

* Dear Kenyon,— I was in hopes to have seen you 
before you went on your Circuit, but it is now impos- 
sible, as I am tliis moment setting out for Maipite. 
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CEAP. I have sent you the copy of the Indictment. Lee and 
«^-. — ' I could not jcnn in a Beport ; he thought the publica- 
^''^ tion too vague to admit of the construction imputed to 
it.' I tho^ it calculated to incite the people to arms : 
on public grounds, however, I gave no opinion upon 
that, as I tho* it an improper thing to take the prosecu- 
tion out of the hands of Mr. FitzMaurice. 

* I am, ever yours, 

* Jas. Wallace. 

* I think the Indictment will do, as the whole appears 
on the fiice of the publication, without the aid of any 
averment.* 

The trial ctime on at the great Sessions at Wrexham, 
on the 1st of September, 1783. No sooner, however, 
had the Judges taiken their seats, than an application 
was made by Mr. Leycester, one of the counsel 
for the prosecuUon, for a postponement, on the ground 
that pamphlets had been circulated amongst the 
jurymen, with the object of biassing their minds before 
the trial ; and the prosecutor made affidavit to that 
effect. 

Upon this a sharp disaission arose, Erskine urging 
the hardship which delay would entail upon his client, 
and attributing the attempt to the malice and trickery 
of the prosecutor. He concluded a fine speech with a 
handsome compliment to the Chief Justice, which I 
will venture to insert : 

*Fn>m a long acquaintance with your lordship, 

< Ci. tliM wiUi Lofd CttnpMl*! SMertioii «hst Mr. WftUaee wm of 
•pmioii ihtA tli« pQUiGS«m mm fwt a UM.— LivM ol the Chief 
JmlMct, T«a. iii. p. 34. 
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which has always afToixled me great pleasure and chap. 
comfort, I rest with the greatest confidence your 
lordship will determine according to what you feel to 
be just; and no man knows better what justice is. 
Uowever you may think the publication improper or 
may wish the Constitutional Society had not published 
it ; tho' you may think with me that all these things 
had better have been let alone, and tlie administration 
of justice left to its ordinary course ; though you may 
think it amounts to a misdemeanour, in being pubhslied 
at this time, and may wish to reprobate it in your 
charge to the jury, and may speak, not only to them, 
but to all under your judicial administration, in the 
same language ; yet I persuade myself that, sitting in 
justice uiK>n this particular trial, you will think that 
neither the rights of the Crown, nor the peace of the 
community, nor the administnition of right, can be at 
all aflected by this publication/ 

It was evident, however, that it was impossible to 
expect an impartial verdict from the jury at a time 
when the public feeling was so much embittered. 
Every member of the jury, probably, liad enrolled 
himself under one or other of the hostile flags. The 
CI lief Justice, therefore, with the entire concurrence of 
his brother judge, Uie Hon. Daines Barrington, decided 
agiunst the continuance of the trial. 

* The single question now is,' he said, * not whether 
the Dean of St. Asaph is guilty or not guilty, whether 
he 'is to be acquitted or convicted, but whether there 
may not be another season found out, in which this 
cause may probably be decided vrith more impartially, 
when the minds of men may not be prejudiced by any 
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CSAP. such means as those which are the subject matter of 
this motion. . . • The Constitution of this country 
has done all that human prudence can do tliat justice 
should be administered by those who have no wishes 
upon the subject; it is for that reason that various 

challenges are given by -law to a juryman 

The question put to me is,-»Is this the fit season to 
administer justice in the cause ? It may be the fit 
aeason, in some men's apprehensions, that the cause 
should be heard ; but is it the season to administer 
justice ? Am I sure that this paper can have no 
efiect upon any men's minds ? The jury, I am sure, 
will not believe me to speak with any disrespect of 
them ; the remainder of the jury may be composed of 
other men as honourable as those now in the box, and 
I know that there can be no men of more honour ; but 
men's judgments may be imposed upon by dieir 
wishes, and submit to their passions.' 

The trial was accordingly postponed. Eventually 
the prosecutor obtained a certiorari, and the case was 
tried at Shrewsbury before Mr. Justice BuUer : on which 
occasion Erskine made the memorable speech which 
Mr. Fox is said to have considered the finest argument 
in the English language. The verdict agreed to, after 
the well-known controversy betweei>BulIer and Erskine, 
was * guilty of publishing: but whether a libel or not, 
the jury do not find.' 

Litigation, however, was by no means ended. Mr. 
Erskine first applied to the Court of King's Bench to 
grant a new trial, and on that being refused by Lord 
Mansfield, a motion was made in arrest of judgment ; 
and the Court being of opinion, in opixwition to the die- 
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turn of Mr. Wallace, wbicli I have quoted above,^ that chap. 
the indictment was defective (there being no aver- 
ments to point the application of the paper as a libel 
on tlie King and his Oovemment), the Dean vras 
finally discharged from the prosecution. This cele- 
brated trial ended, therefore, in a drawn battle ; and 
both parties, as usual, claimed the victory. The Dean's 
party was overjoyed : he himself was draped in triumph 
through the streets of Wrexham ; bonfires were lighted, 
and the whole Principality went mad for a week. * They 
dined in town,* remarks an eye-witness, * and after dinner 
was over the Dean made an elaborate speech, in the 
course of which he said that he did not regret tlie prose* 
cution he had undergone, as he had been the means of 
establishing the right of juries. Many curious toasts 
were then drank, such as confusion to the bagman at 
Lleweney and his posterity, to the Master of the Bolls * 
and his posterity, &c. &c.' 

Tlie following account is from the pen of Pennant, 
the traveller, who was one of die sinccrest friends Mr. 
Eenyon ever had : — 

Thomas Penimivty Esq.^ to Hie Mauler of i/ie RoU». 

• Dm. SOth, 17S4. 

* Dear Sir, — ^Wliatsoever steps are taken, I trust they 
may be foimded on a certainty of success, otherwise 
things will be in a worse state then ever. The good 
sense of a majority of Peers will certamly bring on a 
fitvourable issue : as to the decision in the King's Bench, 
so contrary to former tenets, I need not point out to 

' Vi(k tupraj p. 110. 

* Sir Lloyd Ketiyon, so appviutod 1784, May 90. 
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you the cause. Our country la^^t week experienced a 
very strong return of ita paroxysm. The Dean was 
met some distance from Wrexham and brought in with 
all patriotic honours, his carriage divested of the horses 
and drawn by much more irrational animals. Numbers 
of the mob escorted him to Buthin (a place iar out 
of his way to his own home) : there he gave a gi*eat 
dinner. All the lower part of tlie Vale met him there or 
beyond Denbigh, at which place the two-legged brutes 
seized Ids carriage and drew it to Llanerch, where they 
were received with bonfires, &c., and cockades were 
liberally bestowed in a manner which showed tlie most 
impudent profligacy in forming a triumph on an escape 
justly stigmatized by the very person who seems to 
have contrived his escape. The weakness, tlie insta- 
bility, the want of principle in our country gentlemen, 
hurt me much. Is it not fit that Satire sliould exerl^ 
herself to show to tliem and the public their hero in 
his true colours P I trust that what I directed to Mr. 
Bayer must and will be executed : I shall be mortified 
if it does not : yet it is not fit you or I should appear 
concerned. I conclude politics with my constant 
maxim, *' Purganda €9t commission* 

* I am, dear sir, 

* Most faitlifully y", 

• T. Pbnnaot.* 

This excessive exultation was certainly ill-timed and 
indecent, but the boast of the Dean was none the less 
a true one. His trial was primarily the means by 
which the rights of juries were established. An im- 
pulse wa«9 ipven to the conviction, which was gradually 
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gmning gTound, that juries had a right to jadge, in chap. 
cases of libcK of more than the mere publication of the 
matter complained of; and the efforta of Erskine and 
others^ which afterwards resulted in the passing <^ Mr. 
Fox*s Act, were proportionately strengthened. 

To this I shall have occasion hereafter to refer. 

The following letter from the pen o( Sir William 
Jones, though somewhat tardily inserted, seems worthy 
of preservation : 

Sir William Jones to liayd Kenyan^ Esq. 

* UiiiT«««7 Con. Ozfoid, aoih Sept 17». 

* Dear Sir,— When I had the pleasure of dining with 
you the day before I left Engknd, I little expected to 
pass my autumn at Oxford, and thought more of the 
Delaware than of the Isis ; but the frigates were all full, 
and, among the mcrdiant-men bound for America, some 
had miserable accommodation even for sailors, and the 
rest were not likely to soil till the end of this month ; 
so that it would have been impossible for me to return 
before Christmas, and I could not stay longer abroad, 
without the wildest and most romantick sacrifice of my 
own reasonable views in life to the interest of my 
client ; who, being too inactive to go without me, has 
been weak enough to come bock (although he might 
have crossed the Atlantick with little danger), in defi- 
ance of those who have his large property in Viiginia 
wholly in their power, and have called upon him to 
take possession of it under pain of confiscation. I 
trouble you with this account of myself, because your 
constant indulgence and kindness to me .on all occanons 
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CHAP, cnve me abundant reason to believe that you honour 
me with your good wishes ; and I may truly say, in re- 
turn, that my knowledge of your firm integrity and 
virtues, publick and private, makes me more desirous 
of cultivating your friendship than that of most men 
living. As I had meditated a visit this autumn to the 
Bishop of St Asaph, I was not without hope of being 
able to pay my respects to you in Wales, but the Bishop 
is now, I find, in Hampshire ; and I shall go thither 
immediately after the Oxford Sessions. I lament the 
in the political world, at a time when no- 
would be more salutary than a cordial union of 
aU honest men ; but I still hope that the best counsels 
will prevail, and I shall natiurally be inclined to think 
those best, which the men, whom I most respect, shall 
approve. As to my own views, I am inexpressibly 
anxious to be delivered from the ruinous state of sus- 
pense about India, in which I have been near five 
years at the most important part of my life. Next to 
an appointment in Bengal, which I should accept with 
gratitude, a speedy refusal would be the highest obli- 
gation that could be conferred on me. 

* Your last words to me were so kind, that I have 
perfect confidence in the success of your friendly inter- 
pontion with the Chancellor on my behalf. I cannot but 
fear that I have undengnedly ofiended him ; but this 
I can assure you, that when I imparted my wishes to 
my friends after the death of Mr. de Maibre, I never 
harboured a thought that any but the Chancellor woiild 
have the disposal of the vacant judgeship, and I con- 
sidered him as the so/^ patron of it. But I have run the 
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lengtli of my paper, and beg leave to repeat that I am, chap. 

with veiy great rq^ard, dear Sir, - ■ -^ 

* Your moet obliged and faithfid servant, *^ 

* W. JOXBS/ 



Mr. Kenyon attended regularly to liia Parliamentary 
duties while he remained in Opposition, speaking 
occasionally, and generally briefly, upon the varioua 
topics which came before the House. 

He continued his crusade against public accountants, 
much to the disgust of Fox, who fancied that his &ther, 
who had been implicated in the very questionable trans- 
actions at the commencement of the reign, was the 
person specially aimed at. The public feeling, however, 
had been so thoroughly roused, that the Coalition 
Government was obliged to take up the subject. The 
new Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord John Cavendish, 
accordingly brought in a Bill, founded on the principle of 
Mr. Kenyon's resolutions of the lost session, making the 
auditors and tellei^s of the Exchequer payable by salaries 
instead of by fees. In the course of the debate, some 
stringent remarks were mode with regard to a pension 
recently promised to Lord Thurlow, the ex-Chan- 
cellor. He was vigorously defended by his friends : so 
much so, that Fox whimsically observed that * he had 
always noticed that however gentlemen of the learned 
profession might differ at the Bar or elsewhere, when- 
ever the interest of a professional man was at all con- 
cerned, the esprit-de-corps shewed itself, and all united 
with firmness to cany the point for the brother/ Mr. 
Eenyon said that * he had heard the learned lord say 
more than once that he never made any bai^gain what- 
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QHA?. ever when he accepted the Seals : but tliat when his 
* » "^ Majesty put them mto his hands in the Boyal closet, he 
''^ graciously condescended to assure him, that it was his 
intention to grant him a tellership of the Exchequer. 
How it happened that the grant was never regularly , 

completed, he could no otlierwise account for, than by 
stating that he well knew there was not a man in the tt 

kingdom who more disdained to express, or less felt 
anxiety about his own money concerns, than the learned 
lord. The fiict was as he had stated it : the promi.'ic 
was .given in 1778, and as the shears of reform were 
not then made sharp, in all human probability his 
Majesty had at that time no other intention but to give 
him the tellership in as beneficial a manner as it was 
then enjoyed.' 

This praise was probably well deserved : in accepting 
the tellership Lord Thurlow only followed an example ^ 

which was common at that time, of providing a suf- 
ficient compensation for his family in the event of his 
retiring (ix>m ofiice.^ When he was finally dismissed 

_ • 

from oflice in 1792, the King strongly premised upon him 
the acceptance of an earldom and a retiring pension, 
both of which he unhesitatingly declined. 

During this session Mr. Eenyon was violently attacked 
by Sheridan for an opinion he had given in his legal 
capacity on the subject of the receipt-tax. Mr. Sheridan I 

had made some capital out of an accident, by which the 
opinion had appeared in the public prints side by side 
with another signed * Oliver Qiud/ 

* or. UMm Hi QM«t m. to Lord North, in CoRMpondoiMM of \ 

Loid North, ¥oL iL pp. ias,196: • I ahdl oortftin]/ olTor hia (Lord ' 
Thnilow) A Memitj «|oal to tho pennon Lord Camden holds, to take 

whenever ho qfniti the Great 8e«l,* dre. Ae. \ 
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Mr. Kcnyon, in a speech which is reported to liavc onAn 
been * tartly delivered/ contended for the ^justice of ■ ■ * -^ 
the public opinion he gave ; but as to the question of ^^^^^ 
decreasing the revenue by its appearance in print, he 
denied the truth of such an insinuation. He then stated 
the grounds upon which he had proceeded to give his 
opinion in the case that had been submitted to him, 
and said he was not conscious that he had deserved the 
reprehension tlie hon. gent, had been pleased to bestow 
upon him, and that in langimge whidi w*as not calculated 
to conciliate the minds of men ; but that by putting the 
opinion of professional men and that of ** Oliver Quid " 
upon the same footing, the hon. gent, had lowered him- 
self, not them. With regard to sending to the news* 
papers, he had no connection with them, he never wrote 
a paragraph for them, nor paid newswritcrs for such 
nibbish. lie was not solicitous of newspaper fiime, 
nor were all the prints of the metropolis retained in 
his service, though they might be in the service of 
others.' 

That a Government composed of such heterogeneous 
materials, and forced on an unwilling Sovereign by thq 
mere strength of faction, should long retain the reins 
of power, was not probable. 

Disinterested observers had early foreseen the diffi- 
culties in its path. * The coming together of Lord 
North and Mr. Fox,' said Mr. Hill, M.P. for Shrop- 
shire, ' would, like the meeting of an acid and an alkali, 
cause only a violent fermentation which would destroy 
them both.'^ *The image,' writes Cowper, 'wbich 
Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream, was made up of 

> Sidney** Life of 8ir R. Hilt, p. .3iL 

K 
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CEAF. beterogeDeouB and incompatible materialfl, and accord- 
^. ■ '^ ingly broken. Whatever is bo formed must expect a 



^^^^ like catastrophe/ * 

The fiite of the Oovemment was precipitated by the 
arrogance and imprudence of its principal member. 
Fox's fiimous India Bill proved the death-warrant of 
bis Administration. Lord North himself disapproved 
ci its violent character, and characterized it as a good 
receipt to knock up an Administration. 

* That curse of India,' writes Lord Loughborough, 
* will be the ruin, first, of the Administration, and then 
of the country.' * * Fox drives most fiuiously,* writes 
Mr. Gibbon, * yet I should not be surprised if Pitt's 
moderation and character should insensibly win the 
nation, and even the House, to espouse his cause.' * 

The conduct of the King in caballing against the 
Coalition appears to have been somewhat too harshly 
anaigned. It may be doubtful whether, under any 
dicumstances, a Sovereign can be legally justified in 
such a proceeding. Such an admission would be most 
disastrous in its efiect on the freedom of parliamentary 
government But if ever a king was justified in un- 
constitutional measures, it would appear to have been 
Geoige in. in dismissing the Coalition Ministiy. 

The Sovereign enjoys the constitutional right of 
choosing his own Ministers. But this was precisely 
what Fox and his adherents practically denied him. 

Compelled to accept them, the King considered his 
porilaoQ as one of war k outrance. He only awaited 

> BtmUhtfu life of Cowpcry vol. ir. p. 250. 
' To Mr. BdcB— Aookland Ooimpondoioo. 
* Oibli«i*t MiMaUMieoitt Worin, vol. i. p. 649. 
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a favourable opportunity to dislodge them. Tliis is 
evident from his correspondence with Lord Temple, 
and indeed from the history of the whole transaction. 
His provocation had been severe, and in the case of 
Lord North, singularly imdeserved. Even after he 
had yielded, they had offered him a personal insult in 
the matter of the Prince of Wales' allowance. And, 
to crown all, he had now the authority of his ez* 
Chancellor and Lord Temple, for believing that to give 
his assent to the Lidia Bill woidd be to hand over 
his crown to Mr. Fox. The danger was imminent; 
for the Bill had passed the House of Commons, and 
would assuredly have been carried through the House 
of Lords. A more dignified course might have been 
to have vetoed Uie Bill, and appealed to his subjects 
to support him. 

The result of such a course was, however, most 
doubtful ; and his position in the event of failure 
would have been almost imtenable. 

Whatever may have been the merits of the case, 
the result was eminently successful. It put an end to 
the succession of weak Governments, which had im- 
perilled the greatness of the country, and inaugurated 
the brilliant career of England's greatest Ifinister, 
William Ktt. » 

It has often been a matter of surprise, that when 
Pitt was commissioned to form a Government, he did 
not apply to Lord Shelbume for his aid. I happen to 
have it on record that he was strongly pressed to do 
so by several of his partisans, and especially by Mr. 
Kenyon. He, however, absolutely refused, giving as 

> Cf . on thii rabjeet Biakop Wfttaon'i Aneodotos, toI. I p. SOS. 

K 3 
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CHAP, his reason that he was an impracticable man to art 



^'^ Lord Thurlow was again appointed Chancellor, and 
Mr. Eenyon returned to his former position as Attor* 
ney-Oeneral. He appears to have accepted the office 
reluctantly. ^Mr. Eenyon/ n^iites liis wife to her 
sister, *is once again made Attorney-General. Mr. 
Fitt wrote to him this morning. Mr. K. went and 
told Mr. Fitt, he would much rather not accept the 
place, but would support his Administration as steadily 
out of office as in, and should not think himself neg- 
lected if he was left where he was. Mr. Pitt said, it 
was impossible to go on without him, and everybody 
says he must have it' This little incident is curiously 
illustrative of Mr. Kcnyon's simple, unambitious nature. 
Throughout his whole public career, he never accepted 
any office but one, the Cliief Justiceship of Chester, 
without real reluctance. Fond of domestic life, tlie 
stormy debates and personalities of the Ilouse of 
Commons were smgularly uncongenial to him, and he 
grudged every hour saved from his legal occupations, 
which he was obliged to devote to his Parliamentary 
duties. 

The dioice was not at present open to him. Pitt 
had not a mngle Cabinet Minister to support him in 
the House of Commons, and it was absolutely neces- 
sary for him to have a law officer upon whom he 
could thoroughly depend. 

Pepper Arden did not shine in the House of Com- 
mons, and of the rising lawyers, John Scott, who alone 
cocQined any conriderable position in the profession, 

* 9Voiii prirato infomiAtkNi. 
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liad not yet made his mark as a debater. Mr. Kenyou, 
on tlie other band, though not a fluent speaker, was 
looked up to and respected by all, from his aknost ^^^ 
unequalled legal reputation, and from the notorious 
honesty of his personal and political character. 

* In mattera of moment^' says a friendly critic in 
one of the public prints, * the Minister should consider 
tlmt great weight is paid to those who argue a point. 
lie should therefore on these occasions exert himself; 
he commands attention; or he should desire Mr. 
Wilberforce or Mr. Grenville, or even Mr. Dundas, to 
be principids; but to leave the great pcnnts to Lord 

M— — n, to Mr. P. A n, and to Lonl M— — e, 

will always give the opportunity of ridicule to the 
members of the Opposition. Mr. Kenyon sliould be the 
loading law character, and next to him Mr. Dundas.— 

Mr. A n, and Mr. M d, are best when silent. 

This is a paragraph sent by a person who calls himself 
an old Memlx'r of Parliament, and who being a con« 
stant cori*espondcnt to the paper, is entitled to the 
indulgence he claims for the insertion of a paragraph, 
which he avers to have for its foundation the general 
sense of the Ilouse of Commons.* 

These remarks bear so strong a resemblance to those 
of Sir N. Wraxall, that I am tempted to believe they 
must have emanated from the siime pen. ^ Xo part of 
Pitt's ministerial machinery,* says he, ^ exposed him to 
comments so severe, or to ridicule so pointed, as the 
selection of Ardeu and Macdonald for the posts of 
Attorney and Solicitor-Oeneral. The Master of the 
Rolls, however fiery in his temper or coarse in his 
manners, was universally acknowledged to be a lawyer 
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CHAP, of piofound professional knowledge. But Arden's 
^- ■ ■" merit seemed to consist prindpallj in the strong pre- 



dilections manifested towards him by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Not that he was destitute of con* 
sidentble talents ; but his person ignoble ; his counte- 
nance, which, though it did not absolutely want a nose, 
yet had only a very defective feature of that name ; ^ 
his manners flippant, noisy, and inel^ant, excited 
animadversion ; nor did he compensate for these defects 
by any superior jurisprudential acquisitions/' Un- 
supported by Pitt's &vour, never would Arden have 
reached the heights of the law. As little would Mao- 
donald have attained that eminence by eloquence, 
energy of character, or great endowments of mind. 
His connections of birth and of alliance, rather than 
his legal ability, finally made him Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer. It was already evident, in 1785, tliat 
Scott must outrun every competitor at the Bar.' ' 

The struggle, as ia well known, ended in the triumph 
of the Ifinistcr and Uie entire discomfiture of the 
Opposition. The hist manoeuvre of the Wiiigs is the 
strangest perhaps ever recorded in the annals of party 
warfiire. 

On the 24th of March, the Attomey-Oeneral was 
hurriedly summoned by the Chancellor, whose house 
had been broken mto in the night The Great Seal 
had disappeared. The situation was a strange one, 
and the lawyers were sorely puzzled how to act. At 
fength, after consulting Earl Gower, the President of 

* It «!■ nid ol him, * Hon oakmiqiio datum e«i haborv mwom.' 

* I am by no m«mft agree with thie eweeping view of Arden'e 
•hilitaee. Loid Cempbell ujb hie judgmente el the RoUe ere emoqg 
«]m boei of the deto. * WnuuU'e Momoin, p. 342. 
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the Council, and examining the Council books, they 
decided that the only remedy was to order a new Seal 
to be made, and to hope that some of the virtues 
of the defunct bauble might be transferred to its 
successor. 

Before Parliament was dissolved, Sir Thomas Sewell, 
who had long been ailing, died, and the Mastership of 
tlie Bolls was at once offered to Mr. Kcnyon. He was 
very loth to leave the Bar for an office the proceeds 
of which were very small, and he was especially re- 
luctant to give up the Chief Justiceship of Chester. Pitt, 
however, pressed the office upon him, and liord Shel* 
biuue, to whom he applied for advice, strongly urged 
him to accept. He was perhaps influenced in his 
decision by the recollection of a dangerous attack of 
illness, which had kept him for several weeks at the 
beginning of the year from attending to hb business : 
a warning that his health might not prove equal to 
tlie arduous duties which devolved upon Uie Attorney- 
General. He thus records his decision : 

' March 28.— With the Chancellor and with Mr. Pitt, 
about the Mastership of the Bolls, when I promised 
(reluctans) to Mr. Pitt to accept of it The Chancellor 
much displeased he had not been more consulted on 
the law arrangements, and thought Chester and the 
Attorney-Generalship too much for Arden.* ^ 

This is the first intimation of the existence of that 
mutual jealousy which not long afterwards estranged 
the Chancellor and Mr. Pitt. 

* March 29. — ^Executed this day a surrender of my 
office as Chief Justice of Chester 1 1 

< Diary, March 2S, 17S4. 
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CHAP. • March 30. — ^This morning I gave opinions for the 
*^-*— ^ last time as a professional man. Dined at Lord Clian- 
' oellor's, and was sworn into the office of Master of the 
Bolls. 

* March 31.— Kissed the King's hand. 

^ AprU 2. — Sworn at St. James's a member of the 

r 

Privy Coundl.* 1| 

In cloang tlie record of our lawyer's life at the 
Bar, it may be proper to take a short retrospect of a 
career in many respects singular. 

Mr. Kenyon was at the Bar about twenty-two years, 
and for sixteen in large practice. During diat time he 
made upwards of eighty thousand pounds, of which a 
large portion was derived from giving opinions. This 
extraordinary success was attained by a man who wanted 
many of die more brilliant quaUtics whidi bring a 
lawyer into notice. 

lie was no orator, no advocate, and in fact was only 
engaged in two criminal trials of any importance. He 
had none of the diarm of manner, or power of con- 
versation, which distinguished Erskine, or Romilly. 
His manners were rough, and his conversation was apt 
to dq^enerate into argument 

He had no influential connections to assist him ; his 
friendship with Dunning, and afterwards with Thurlow, 
was of great advantage to him, no doubt, in making 
his name known outside the profession; but his reputa- ' 

lion was established by his own eflbrts, if his success 
was in some measure expedited by the countenance | 

they afforded him. 

Tliat success was the result of genuine hard work, 
and consummate ability, and a peculiui* aptitude for 
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length of my paper, and beg leave to repeat that I amy chap. 
mih very great regard, dear Sir, 

^ Your most obliged and faithful servant, 

* W. Jones/ 

Mr. Kenyon attended regularly to liis Parliamentary 
duties while he remained in Opposition, speaking 
occasionally, and generally briefly, upon the various 
topics which came before the House. 

He continued his crusade against public accountants, 
much to the disgust of Fox, who fancied that his fiither, 
who had been implicated in the very questionable trans- 
actions at the commencement of the reign, was tlie 
person specially aimed at. The public feeling, however, 
had been so thoroughly roused, that the Coalition 
Government was obliged to take up the subject. The 
new Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord John Cavendish, 
accordingly brought in a Bill, founded on the principle of 
Mr. Kenyon's resolutions of the last ses^6n, making the 
auditors and tellers of the Exchequer payable by salaries 
instead of by fees. In the course of the debate, some 
stringent remarks were made with rc^^ard to a pension 
recently promised to Lord Thurlow, the ex-Chan- 
cellor. He was vigorously defended by his friends : so 
much so, that Fox whimsically observed that * he had 
always noticed that however gentlemen of the learned 
profession might differ at the Bar or elsewhere, when- 
ever the interest of a professional man was at all con- 
cerned, the esprit-de-corps shewed itself, and all united 
with firmness to carry the point for the brother/ Mr. 
Kenyon said that * he had heard the learned lord say 
more than once that he never made any bargain what- 
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CHAP, ever when he accepted the Seals : but tliat when liis • . 

Majesty put them mto his hands in the Boyal closet, he 
^'^ graciously condescended to assure him, that it was his 
intention to grant him a tellership of the Exchequer. 
How it happened that the grant was never regularly , 

completed, he could no otlierwise account for, than by 
stating that he well knew there was not a man in the V 

kingdom who more disdained to express, or less felt 
anxiety about his own money concerns, than the learned 
lord. The £ict was as he had stated it : the promise 
was .^ven in 1778, and as the shears of reform were 
not then made sharp, in all human probability his 
Majesty had at that time no other intention but to give 
him the tellership in as beneficial a manner as it was 
then enjoyed.' ^ 

Tliis praise was probably well deserved : in accepting 
the tellership Lord Thurlow only followed an example ^ 

which was common at tliat time, of providing a suf- 
ficient compensation for his family in the event of his 
retiring from office.^ When he was finally dismissed 
from oflice in 1792, the King strongly pre5«ed upon him 
the acceptance of an earldom and a retiring pension, 
both of which he unhesitatingly declined. 

During this session Mr. Kenyon was violently attacked 
by ^eridan for an opinion he had given in his legal 
capodty on the subject of the receipt-tax. Mr. Sheridan I 

had made some capital out of an accident, by which the 
opinion had appeared in die public prints side by side 
with another signed * Oliver Quid.' 

* Of. L ttto w «f QeorgB IIL to Lord North, in Correspondenoe of ] 

Loid North, toL a pp^ laS, 196 : «! ahall ocrtaiiiljr offer him (Lotd > 
Thwiow) a MGvritj o(|Qal to tho petinon Lord Oiiiiden holds, to take 

whMMVcr ho qvtto tho Groai Soal,' Ac Ao. I 
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cecding, do 80 much justice to parties consulting him, 
or before him for judgment, as he could/ 

• ••••• 

*No contemporary of Mr. Eenyon gave so many 
opinions as he did. The gentleman who appeared to 
stimd next as to the number was Mr. Dunning.' ^ 

Mr. Kenyon's capacity for labour was veiy consider- 
able: he rose early, and could work late, without 
incurring the disagreeable consequences which some 
anxious men experience. He was a very temperate, 
perhaps almost an abstemious man ; and had, especially 
in his early days, the great incitement to work, namely 
necessity. His finances were most slender, and he had 
nothing but his brains to fall back upon. Once asked 
by a rich friend to give his advice to a young man, 
who was anxious to succeed in his profession, he is 
said to have quietly answered,— * Sir, let the young 
man forthwith spend his fortune, marry, and spend his 
wife*8, and then he may be expected to apply with 
energy to his profession.' ' 

Dunning used jokingly to say of Xenyon, — ^ I know 
Kenyon better than you do. I remember hun when 
he was just caught. He tried to put on shoes, but it 
wouldn't do.' 

His reputation with the profession may be gathered 
from the following anecdote : — 

In a cause tried at Shrewsbury, Mr. Kenyon was 
employed on the wrong side. The Judge, however, 
Blackstone, mistook the case, and was about to give 
judgment for him. He accordingly went across the 

> life of Lord Eldon, by Twim, vol. i. pp. 137-190. 
' Towiiflheiid*8 Livw of EmiiHWt Judgw, roL L p. 37. 
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court and showed Bladutone how he had mistaken it, 
and judgment was given accordingly. Bearcroft, who 
was OD the other sidci said, * I think it's with us, for 
Kenjon does not set his shoulders to it.' 

On another occasion, Thurlow, Scott, and Kenyon 
were dining together, when the conversation turned 
upon a case tluit had been argued that day before 
Lord Thurlow, by Scott : and the former asked Ecnyon 
his opinion upon the decision. He then proceeded to 
atate Scott's ailment, but the latter intcniipted him, 
saying, * No I no I I ai^ed thus — ' 

* Well then', said Kenyon, * if that was so, Scott is 
right you know.* * Do you think so ? ' said Thurlow. 
* Indeed I do,' repUed the other, givmg his reasons. 

The following morning, on taking his seat, the Chan* 
ccUor said, * Mr. Scott, I am desirous of hearing that 
case of V. re-argued.' 

A day was appointed, the case was rc-argued, and 
Lord Thurlow gave judgment for Mr. Scott's client, 
instead of the other. 

Mr. Kenyon*s private character has been somewhat 
sneered at, by a previous biographer, who, guided 
paiily by the disappointed Jekyll, and partly by a love 
of anecdote, has founded his remarks upon evidently 
unauthcnticated stories. 

If not an amiable, it was a most stiiking character. 
In those days of bad morals and hard swearing, it is 
no unmeaning boast to be able to say of a man, that 
he was ezemplaiy in his morals, and temperate in his 
haUts. It is true that the pamphleteers sneered at the 
immaeidaU Fitt for like reason. In such company I 
am content to leave the subject of thi» biography. 
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* Malo cum Platone errare quam cum aliis vera sentirc/ citap. 
For the rest, he had inherited a hot and peppery «- 
temper, which, though he constantly tried to curb it, ^^^^ 
often got the better of him. I know of no instance, 
however, of his quarrelling with his friends, who were . 
all sincerely attached to him, and were frequently his 
guests, both at Gredington and in lincoln's Inn Fields. 
In lus own circle he was most affectionate and con* 
siderate ; a tenderer husband or a better &ther never 
existed ; and the genuineness of his friendships may be 
appreciated from a consideration of the fiu^t, that four 
of them at least endured over a quarter of a century. 
* Amidtite sempitenue, inimidtin placabiles.* 
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Eledhm (/1784— T&« WetiminHer ScrvUny^TU IMliad-^Tnal 

of Warrem HasimgB — Bengnaium of Lord MamfiM^Sir 

UfOjfd Keti^on appoinied Lord Ohirf JmUeo of ^M^Iaiui, amd 

cntuod # PotT% 

(1784-1788.) 

CHAK At the general election which secured the ascendancy 
■ ■ ^' of Mr. Pitt, Vtt. Keniron was returned to the House of 
Commons as Member for Tregony, a dimmutivc Cornish 
borough, which was swept away in the general pro- 
scription of 1832. It is said he was anxious to retire 
from Parliament, but was persuaded by Mr. Pitt to 
purchase his return. I can find no authority for the 
assertion : at any rate, the few months succeeding the 
meeting of Parliament were the busiest of his House of 
Commons career. The elections throughout the country 
had been fiercely contested : but it was upon the pro* 
gress of the Westminster election especially, that all 
eyes were fixed. * All minor election interests,* says 
Wraxall, * were swallowed up in this struggle, which 
held not only the capital, but the nation, in suspense. 
while it rendered Covent Garden and its vicinity, during 
sucoesBiTe weeks, a scene of outrage, and even of blood- 
shed, resembling the Polish dietines.' ^ The perusal of 
the records of this celebrated contest will force even 
the most confirmed epic to admit the improvement 

* WnailTt Memolii, p^ 6. 
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which lias taken place in the management of elections ; chap. 
however far we may yet be from the attainment of that 



perfect immunity fix)m bribery and intimidation^ which 
it must be the desire of every public man to see 
established. I dpubt whether corruption, in all its 
forms, will ever be absolutely * conspicuous by its 
absence/ so long as tlie employment of paid canvassers 
continues to be recognised. The abolition of this 
oveigrown army would be fatal to those who make a 
trade of their privilege, and woidd render the ballot, 
which is at best a confession of public immorality, un- 
popular and superfluous. To return. The Westminster 
election of 1784 was conducted by canvassers of all 
descriptions, paid and unpaid, male and female. The 
candidates were Lord Hood, the great naval com* 
mander (whose election was never in doubt), Sir 
Cecil Wray, and Mr. Fox. For forty days the polling- 
booths continued open, and during the whole of this 
time no effort was spared to g<un the day. The great 

I Whig ladies did not scruple to use their fascinations in 

favour of Mr. Fox. Tlie Tories replied by inducing 

i the Countess of Salisbury to lend her aid. 

Ten poll for one mMuion, eabh proTing he keeps it, 
I And one for eeeh chimney— hell prove thai he eweepe it ; 

\ With these mix the greet, on righte equaUy fables — 

Great peers from poor lodgings, great lawyers from sUbles ; 
Ev*n the soldier whose household's a sentinel box 
Claims a questionless franehise 'gainst freedom and Fox: 
All dubbed and maintained, upon influence regal, 
Of the new H— • of C s constituents l^gal.^ 

The principal landowners voted for Sir Cecil Wray. 
The new Master of the Bolls, whose house in Lincoln's 

> Rolliad, p. W. 
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CHAF. Inn Fields lay just without the liberties of Westmin- 

^. . -» ster, IS said to have qualified himself by sleeping for 

^'^ several nights in his stables : a proceeding which drew 

down on him all the truth and ridicule which the 

Whigp could compress into the * Bolliad/ then in all its 

glory. 

At length, on Uie 17th of May, the numbers were 
declared as follows : — 



For Lord Hood • • 6,694 

,» Mr. Fox • 6,334 



ff Sir 0* Wniy • • • 6|99S 



Ifkjori^ for Mr. Fox 936 

The defeated candidate was not content to accept 
the verdict : but demanded a scrutiny, which the Iligh 
Bailiff of Westminster, one Thomas Corbett, was foolish 
enough to grant, notwithstanding tlie protest of Mr. 
Fox and others. Instead, therefore, of making a return 
to the House of Commons, he stated the proceeding, 
the number of votes recorded, and added that he could 
not maki^ any other retm*n, till the scrutiny should be 
determined. On tlie meeting of Parliament, Westmin^ 
ster was unrepresented : but Fox took his seat for the 
united boroughs of Kirkwall and Orkney, where he had 
been dected, after a contest, by the influence of Sir 
Thomas Dundas. 

The course pursued by the High Bailiff occasioned 
one ct the most bitter contests ever waged within the 
walls of Fiurliament; the kwyers more particularly 
distinguishing themselves on either side. 

* To Eenyon in an especial manner,' records Wraxall, 
committed, by mtt, the arduous task of defending 
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Uic High Bailiff of Westminster, justifying the scrutiny 
instituted by that returning officer, and preventing Fox 
from enjoying the solid firuits of his late hard-earned 
triumph. So invidious a commission could not have 
been delegated to a more able head, or executed with 
more legal skill/ ^ 

Mr. Fox's supporters relied prindpally on a recent 
Act of Mr. GrenviUe's, which had regulated the law 
concerning election petitions. Tliey ai^ed that the 
writ was returnable on a day specified therein, and 
that the High Bailiff was bound under any circumstances 
to obey the exigency of the writ, and that he was for 
all intents and purposes functus officio, and powerless 
to take any action on the arrival of the said day. 
They said, further, that even granting the l^ality of 
the course taken, it was a precedent neither expedient 
nor equitable, disrespectful to the House, and entailing 
great hardship on the individuals concerned. 

This argument in misericordiam was practically con- 
firmed by the result, for after the scrutiny had con- 
tinued for upwards of a year, the process was found to 
be so slow, that it had only been concluded in one 
parish, and that there the balance of votes gained by 
Sir Cecil Wray only amounted to 20. At this rate 
of proceeding, it was easily conceivable that the 
scrutiny might outlive the Parliament, and the election 
be practically void. 

The attack on the scrutiny was entrusted first to 
Lee, who had been Solicitor-General under Kenyon in 
Lord Bockingham's Government. 

Grounding his argument upon the Act 10 & 11 

' Wmxnirs Memoin, p. 70. 
J. 
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CHAP. Willuim III. cap. 7, he said tliat ^ the conduct of tlie 
^- ■ ^ High Bailiff appeared to him to be such, that he held 



himaelf warranted as a lawyer in saying that it ¥ras 
illegal and contrary to his known duty, and to the 
express and positive law of the land . . If there was 
one principle in parliamentary law more clear or more 
indispatable than another, it was this, that a writ 
ought to be returned on the day on which in the writ 
itself it is made returnable.' 

Mr. Sheridan followed on the same side, and was 
answered by the Master of the Bolls. 

His Honour said that * nothing had ever surprised 
him more than the conduct of his learned friend (Lee), 
who ought to be so strict an observer of those prin- 
ciples laid down by law and reason, without whicli 
justice could not be administered between man and 
man. The great principle to which he alluded, and 
which his learned friend seemed to have overlooked on 
the present occasion, was that which bound a judge 
not to condemn on partial evidence, and not to punish 
any man without having first given him a liearing. 
** Audi alteram partem '' was an eternal and immutable 
law of justice, by which every tribunal was bound. 
But it was not a little singular, that while his learned 
friend was condemning a returning officer for what he 
called a breach of the law, he was endeavouring to 
persuade the House to violate the most obvious rule of 
law, justice, and equity : for he was calling for censure 
and punishment on the High Bailiff, without giving that 
gentleman an opportunity to defend himself. If, upon 
hearing, the retunung officer should be found to have 
transgressed, it would be proper that he should be 
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punished ; but as guilt must ever precede punishment, cuap. 
so inquiry should precede conviction. Was the ^^ > ' ^ 
House in possession of the reasons that induced the ^ 
High Bailiff to grant a scrutiny, and to make that kind 
of return which had been read at the table ? If those 
reasons were as yet unknown to the House, would it 
not be premature, would it not be a perversion of the 
laws of justice, to condemn the man unheard, untried? 
The learned gentleman knew very well that the right 
of demanding a scrutiny was a common-law right, and 
the Act for regulating the elections in the City of 
London recognised this right, when it said that if a 
scrutiny is legally demanded, &a If then it was legal 
to demand it, it must be legal to grant it. The learned 
gentleman insisted that the writ being returnable at a 
particular day, the power of the officer who acted 
under it expired on that day : and that he could not 
legally act under it after that day, and consequently 
that he ought not to have granted a scrutiny, because, 
said the learned gentleman, after the return-day, he 
could not legally carry it on. The learned gentleman 
ought to know that there were other Ciourts out of 
which writs issued, as well as out of CSianceiy, and 
that when a Sheriff gave a sufficient reason for not 
having executed the writ, the Courts would excuse 
him, and enlarge the term. For instance, when a fieri 
facias was issued to a Sheriff, and in consequence of it 
he seized the defendant's goods, if he had not time to 
sell them before the day on which the writ was return- 
able, he stated the special matter in his return, and 
the Court then gave him a longer term. Or suppodng 
he should make this return, which would be more 
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CHAP, apposite to die present case, that having been directed 
to sell the goods of A., and having taken possesmon of 
goods which he supposed to belcwg to A«, they had 
beea claimed by B. as his property; that, doubting 
therefore to whom they reaUy belonged, he had not 
sold them, but had instituted an inquiry, and was 
going to hold a court de proprietate probandi, and 
that he would cause the goods to be sold, if he should 
find they were the property of A. In this case tlie 
CSourt would of course renew the writ, and order him 
to proceed. To this case was perfectly analogous that 
of the late election for Westminster ; and this House 
would, he hoped, do what the Courts below would 
certainly order on a similar occasion. As to Mr. Cor- 
bett, he was totally unacquainted wiUi him, but he 
heard he was a gentleman far advanced in years, of 
very good character, and large fortune, and that he 
was an impartial officer, unconnected with any party ; 
he hoped therefore that the House would, with respect 
to liim, rigidly adhere to that principle of law and 
justice which forbids the condemnation of any man 
unheard. Trusting therefore that tlie House would 
not shut their ears to the good old maxim, ^Audi 
alteram partem,' he intended to move the previous 
question, in order that a motion might afterwards be 
made for ordering the attendance of the High Bailiff at 
the Bar of the House to answer for his conduct' - 

Sir Thomas Davenport said * the late election had 
been a scrutiny, especially the latter part, for to his 
certain knowledge the vote of the Master of the Bolls 
had been refusedi and although admitted at last, was 
a doubtful vote/ 
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The Ministers carried the previous question by 233 chap. 
votes to 136. Mr. Fox and bis friends were not satisfied 



with this decision, and the following day petitioned 
that the House would immediately order the High 
Bailiff to make a perfect and proper return to a com- 
mittee under Mr. Orenville's Act. 
^ This was opposed by L(N:d Mulgrave, who moved a 

resolution to the effect that the petition did not come 
witliin tlie description of a petition complaining of an 
undue election, as defined by Mr. Grenville's Act. 

In seconding the motion the Master of the Bolls 
thus further dealt with the subject:— 

*The Act of Mr. Orenville, of which he thought 
highly, clearly regarded sitting Members only, and 
provided for the trial of an election cause between 
parties. 

* In the present case there were no parties ; diere 
had been no election ; there was no return. It was 
impossible to say who was chosen ; and there was but 
one petitioner. 

* If he were to give his opinion upon the paper that 
had been delivered to the Sheriff by the High Bailifi^ 
he should certainly not pronounce it a return of 
Members ; for it stated not who were, according to the 
returning officer, duly elected. It was merely a return 
of another kind ; a history of the proceedings at the 
Westminster poll, an account of the res gestae, by way 
of apology, made by the High Bailiff to the Sheriff, as a 

I justification of himself for not being able to make a 

complete return.' 

Mr. Fax * was free to confess that upon one point 
he was rather inclined to the opinion of the learned 
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CHAP, geatlemaot and that was merely with respect to tlie 
^ ■ "> return, but though the petition was not within the 
^^^ letter of Mr. Orenville's Bill, he was persuaded it came 
within the spirit of it* 

The question was thus brought within very narrow 
limits, and it is strange that, while the difference 
between the parties was so slight, some attempt at a 
compromise was not attempted. The Ministry were, 
however, elated with thdr recent triumph on the 
hustings, and were determined to shew their strength. 
Opposition did not dare to divide, and, the week 
following, another petition was presented, praying that 
the scrutiny might proceed. The petitioners were 
heard by counsel, on the 2nd of June. It was upon 
this occasion that Mr. Kenyon showed how completely 
the real generosity of his charactor was proof against 
the irrittiting process of a great party fight. 

By a chance, which it is said occurs to every man 
once in a lifetime, Mr. Oarrow, then a young and 
unknown barrister, had received a brief for Mr. Fox. 
* I went to tiie House,* says he of himself, -* and Mr. 
Douglas (Lord Glenbervie) was first heard on the 
petition. I made my speech, determined to suppress 
no portion of my opinion, unless compelled by autho- 
rity.' 

* As soon as Mr. Garrow had concluded, the Master 
of Uie Bolls, who had been in the House during tlie 
whole of the speech, rushed to the bar, and seizing 
him by both hands, exclaimed : ** Young man, I con- 
gratulate you I you have made your fortune, young 
man I I never heard a finer speech in all my life." 
Such was die high and honourable professional im- 
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pulse of this great lawyer, which could control and chap. 
surmount every political and party prejudice. Some ^- » ' 
years afterwards, when Mr. Garrow was in great *^ 
practice, he thought the time had arrived when he 
might apply for rank ; but his native diffidence and 
distrust of himself made him doubtful. He consulted 
his friend Mr. Mainwaring, the Chairman of the 
Middlesex Sessions, and Member for the county, who 
had observed his progress with friendly interest, and 
having received from him every encouragement, he 
waited on Lord Kenyon, then Chief Justice of the 
King's Bench. On his name being announced, his 
lordship came into the room, and anticipating hia 
business, exclaimed, ** So, Mr. Garrow, you want a silk 
gown, I suppose? I have been expecting your appli- 
cation these two years." A recommendation went 
immediately to the Lord Chancellor, and, without 
further solicitation or delay, he obtained that elevation 
which has often been vrithheld or delayed, when 
applied for by gentlemen of much loiter standing, 
and of undisputed learning and ability/ ^ Tliese good 
offices were never foi^otten by the redpicnt : many 
years afterwards he writes to Lord Kenyon : * I entreat 
your lordship's permission to embrace this opportunity 
of returning my grateful acknowledgments to your 
lordship for that kind and very important attention 
with which, vrithout the least pretension on my part, 
your lordship has been so good as to honor me.' 

These traits of character are so honourable to both 
ttie parties concerned, that I make no apology for the 
digression. — ^To return to the Westminster scrutiny. 

■ From a Momoir of 8ir W. (Urrow. 
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CHAP* Mr. Fox was inde&tigable in his endeavours to put 
^ » '^ an end to the scnitiny. On the 8th of June, in a long 
'^^ and powerful speech, he vigorously attacked the policy 
of the Oovemment ^It is difficult,' says an above- 
quoted writer, 'to convey an adequate idea of the 
oration. It comprised all that eloquence, sustamed by 
a just cause, could combine to persuade or to gain 
over his judges ; but, however brilliant might be the 
matter, it wanted prudence in its conception and 
brevity in its delivery/^ After attacking seriatim all 
those who had prominently advocated the scrutiny, 
he thus rather severely visits the Master of the Bolls, 
with whom he had been on no terms of cordiality 
since the dissolution of the Shelbume Administration : — 
* A third person there is, whom I might, in reason, 
cliallenge upon this occasion : a person of a sober 
demeanour, who, wiUi great diligence and exertion in 
a very respectable and learned profession, has raised 
himself to considerable eminence (the Master of tlie 
Bolls) ; a person who fills one of the first scats of 
justice in this kingdom, and who has long discharged 
the functions of a Judge, in an inferior but very honour- 
able situation. This person, Sir, han, upon this day, 
professed and paraded much upon the impartiality with 
wliich he should dischaige his conscience in his judicial 
capadty as a Member of Parliament in this cause. 
Yet this very person, insensible to the rank he main- 
tains, or should maintain, in this country, abandoning 
the gravis of his character as a Member of tiie Senate, 
and losing right of the sanctity of his station, both in 
this House and out of it, even in the very act of 

« WimxalL 
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deliveriDg a judicial sentence, descends to minute and ^^^' 

mean allusions to former i>olitic8— comes here stored ■—■ ' ■■ 

x7a^ 
with the intrigues of past times — and, instead of the 

venerable language of a good judge and a great 

lawyer, attempts to entertain the House by quoting, or 

by misquoting, words supposed to have been spoken by 

mc, in the heat of former debates, and in the violence 

• 

of contending parties, when my noble fiiend' (Lord 
North) * and I opposed each other. This demure gentle- 
man. Sir, this great lawyer, this judge of law and equi^ 
and constitution, enlightens this subject, instructs and 
delights liis hearers, by reviving this necessary intelli- 
gence, that, when I had the honour of first mtting in 
this House for Midhurst, I was not full twenty-one 
years of age ; and all this he does for the honourable 
purpose of sanctifying the High Bailifi* of Westminster, 
in defrauding the electors of their representation in 
this House, and robbing me of the honour of asserting 
and confirming their right, by sitting as their repre- 
sentative. Against him, therefore. Sir, and against 
men like him, I might justly object, as a judge, or as 
judges, to try my cause ; and it is with perfect truth I 
once more repeat, that I have ** no reason to expect 
indulgence, nor do I know that I shall meet with bare 
justice in this House." ' * 

Tlic Ministers again triumphed, and the question 
was not again debated until the following year. 

But, by degrees, as the unsatisfiu^tory progress of the 
scrutiny became known, the mistaken policy of Mr. 
Fitt and his followers was recognised, and a great re- 
vulsion of feeling took place. The opinion began to 

> Tarl. Uisi. vol. audv. pp. S8C, SS7. 
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^^ CHAP, gain grooQcl that Mr. Fox waa hardly used in this 
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; * ■ -^ matter, and that there was truth in the remarks he had 
himself made, that, if ultimately he lost his seat, it 
would be for want of money, not for want of a legal 
majority of voters ; while Westminster would be de- 
prived of its firanchise, because he was unable to 
prosecute a pecuniary contest with the Treasury. 

The Ministers, however, continued to support the 
scrutiny until it became evident they were endangering 
their existence by so doing. 

On a motion of Mr. Pitt for the acyoumment of the 
Hou9e, in order to avoid a decision on an amendment 
of Mr. Welbore Ellis, he was beaten by 162 votes to 
124. This killed the scnitiny ; and, on the following 
day, the return was made, and Mr. Fox and his 
colleague took their seats as Members for Westminster. 
The Master of the Bolls, nevertheless, still maintained 
hb opinion. 

* He had given it as his opinion, and he begged to 
be understood that, whenever he presumed to deliver 
an opinion in that House, he did it with the most solemn 
regard to truth, and with the rigorous impartiality of a 
judge : he had,* he said, * given it as his opinion, that 
the scrutiny was perfectly constitutional, and was 
warranted by the law of the land. There was not, in 
his mind, any order so positive in the writ, nothing so 
ui^ut, in what was called the exigency of the writ, as 
to take from the returning officer his discretion. The 
writs of the Sheriff had been mentioned, and an hon. 
gentleman had said that, on the day of the return of 
these writa, no excuse could be admitted by the Ciourts. 
Ue mu:*t bog leave to set the hon. Member right in 
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tbat particular. Nothing was more common than to 
excuse the Sheriff on a plausible reason being assigned, 
and the cases were so far similar that the exigency on 
both writs was the same. Li regard to the legality 
of scrutinies, they surely would not be contested by any 
man acquainted with the law books. They were aa 
ancient as the Constitution itself; and many cases had 
occurred of petitions being presented because a scrutiny 
had been denied.' 

On a motion for expunging the proceedings from 
the Journals the result shewed that, though driven 
from an untenable position, Mr. Pitt was still para* 
mount in the House. During a very stormy debate 
Sir Lloyd seems somewhat to have lost his temper. 

^ Tiie gentlemen on the other side had treated him 
with peiiBonalities which he did not like, and which 
did them at least as little honour as him. It was not 
long ago since an hon. gentleman (Mr. Montague) con- 
tested his right to a seat in that assembly : the same 
kind of sarcasm had been pretty frequent firom otliers 
of the same way of thinking ; and to-night he had been 
told that he was the keeper of the conscience of the 
majority of the House. How far he was entitled to 
sucli an appellaUon, the hon. gentlemen best knew 
who bestowed it, but he would appeal to Uie House, 
whether such a line of debate became them.' 

The motion for expunging the proceedings was lost 
by a large majority ; and a Bill was afterwards intro- 
duced and carried, defining more strictly the course to 
be pursued in the conduct of election petitions. 

Lord BusHcIl is veiy (severe on the legal supporters 
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CBAF» of the scratmy, whom he accuses of endeavouring to 
^ -^ substitute * chicaneiy for law/ ^ With great submission 
^'^ to so high an authority, it may be said that the illegality 
of the scrutiny was never proved, and that it was 
neoessaiy to pass a special Act to prevent the recur- 
rence of a similar case. Mr. Fox himself, as I have 
above quoted, allowed that, strictly speaking, Mr. 
Grenville's Act would not apply. The lawyers, there- 
fore, were perfectly justified in fedling back upon the 
oonunon law right But, whatsoever may have been 
the legBl right or wrong of the question, there can be 
no doubt the Ministers were guilty of a grave political 
error, in availing themselves of their technical rights. 
This conduct bore too strong a resemblance to personal 
rancour against Mr. Fox ; whilst the end they proposed 
to attain, his exclusion from the Parliament, was un- 
worthy of a great and victorious party. From this cen- 
sure, though he was not a member of tiie Administra- 
tion, Sur Lloyd Kenyon cannot altogether be absolved. 
The Westminster scrutiny furnished one of the most 
firuitful subjects for invective and ridicule to the 
writers of the BoUiad ; and it may easily be imagined 
that its reputed author did not escape easily. In a 
dedication to the Master of the Bolls, whose caricature 
likeness, demi-rampant and holding a roll of parch- 
ment, dccomtes the title-page, his Honour is severely 
handled. The scurrility of the BoUiad is, however, 
amply redeemed by its wit and humour. 

I quote a few passages : but the whole is too long 
lor insertion here. 

< Life ol F<a, ToL iL ^ 131. 
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* Dedication to Sir Lloyd Kenyon^ Bart.^ Master of 

the Rolle, ^c. ^c. ^^*^ 

* May it please your Honour, it was originally my 
intention to have dedicated the criticisms on tlie 
Bolliad, as the Bolliad itself is dedicated, to the illus- 
trious character fix>m whose hereditary name the Poem 
derives its title; and as I some time apprised the 
public, I had actually obtained his permission to lay 
this little work at his feet. No sooner, however, 
was he made acquainted with my after-tliought of 
inscribing my book to your Honour, but with the 
liberality which ever marks a great mind, he wrote to 
me of his own accord, declaring his coroplcat acqui* 
escence in the propriety of the alteration. For, if I 
may take the liberty of transcribing his own ingenious 
and modest expression, ^ I am myself," said he, *^ but a 
simple RoUe; Sir Lloyd Kenyon is a Master of 

RoUsr 

• ••••• 

* I have therefore given directions to my publisher, 
to exhibit your portrait, with the BoUe Arms and 
Motto, by way of vignette in the title-page ; that dis- 
played, as I trust it will be at the window of every book- 
seller in Great Britain, it may thus attract the admiratiou 
of the most incurious, as they pass along the streets. 
This solicitude to difluse the knowledge of your 
person as widely as your fame, may occasion some 
little distress to your modesty ; yet permit me to hope. 
Sir Lloyd, that the motive will plead my pardon ; and 
perhaps, even win the approbation of your smile, if you 
can be supposed to smile without offence to the gravity 
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CHAP« of that nature, which seems from your very birth to 
hara marked you for a judge. 



ma. 



* BeMd itm engraTer's mimic Uboun tnot 
Th« lober imago of that lapieikt fooe : 
See him, in each pecaliar charm exact, 
Below dilate it, and above contract. 
For nature thna, inyerting her dceign, 
IVom vulgar ovale hath dietingnished thine. 
See him each nicer character inpply, 
The pert no-moaning pnckering round the eye. 
The month in plaita preciee demurely doeM, 
Each ordered feature, and each line compoa*d, 
Where Wiidom lite a-equat, in itareh diaguiae. 
Like dulneei couch'd, to catch ua by enrpriae. 
And now he spreada around thy pomp of wig. 
The owl-like pride of l^gal honoun big : 
That wig, which once of curl on curl profuae. 
In well-kept buckle atiff, and naoffiy apruoe, 
Debk'd the plain pleader ; then in nobler taate, 
With weU-fris*d buah the Attorney-General grac'd ; 
And widely waving now with ampler flow, 
Still with thy titlee and thy lame ahall grow. 
IV^hdld, Sir Uoyd, and while with fond delight 
The dear reaemblance feaata thy partial eight, 
Smile, if thou canat ; and, amiling, on thia book 
Caet tiie glad omen of one favouring look.' 



* Tou, Sir Uoyd/ continues the satirist, * have ever 
lieen reputed the immediate author of the scnitiny. 
Tour opinion is said to have been privately consulted 
on the framing of the return ; and your public defence 
of the High Bailiff's proceeding notoriously furnished 
Mr. Bolle, and the other friends of the Minister, with 
all the little argument which they advanced against 
the objected exigen<7 of the writ. You taught them 
to reverence that holy thing, the conscience of a return- 
ing officer, above all law, precedent, analogy, public 
expediency, and the popuhur right of representation, to 
which our fore&thers erroneously paid religious respect, 
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as to the most sacred franchise of our Coostitutioiu ^yn^' 
You prevailed on theui to manifest an impartiality - 
singularly honourable; and to prefer the sancti^ of 
this single consdence to a round dozen of the most 
immaculate consciences, chosen in the purest possible 
manner from their own pure Hotiae of Commons. 

' TKine it the glorioui meMure ; thin« alone : 
Thee, Father of the Scrotiny, we own. 
Ah ! without thee, what treasuree had we lost, 
More worth than twenty Scrutinioa would ooet ! 
To instruct the Vestry and oonvinoe the House 
What Law from Murphy ! what plain sense from Bens t 
What wit from Mulgrare ! from Dundas what troth I 
What perfect Tirtue from the Virtuous Youth I 
What deep rsoearoh from Arden the profound I 
What argument firom Bearorof t ever sound I 
By Munoaster, what generous offers made 1 
By Hardinge what arithmetic displayed ! 
And oh ! what rhetoric from Mahon, that broke 
In printed speeches, which ho never spoke ! 
Ah I without thee what worth, neglected long, 
Hsd wanted still its dearest meed of song I 
In vain high-blooded RoUe, unknown to fame. 
Had boasted still the honours of his name ; 
In vain had exercised his noble spleen 
On Burke and Foz^the Rolliad had not been.* 



Here follows a long and amusing attack on his 
Honour, for having voted *as the delegate of his 
coach horses;' but I must refer the reader to the 
original : and at the end is a supposed letter from Sir 
Lloyd to the High Bailiff, excusing himself from sub- 
scribing towards the costs incurred by the latter, on 
the grounds of his poverty. 

* Set your mind therefore at ease,' it concludes, * as 
to the money^»-why, if Pitt is determined to have 
nothing to do with it, and if nobody else will pay it, I 
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think the most advisable thing, in your circumstances, 
will be to pay it yoursel£' 

In the discussions which preceded the celebrated 
impeachm^it of Warren Hastings, Sir Lloyd Kenyon 
found himself on more than one occasion opposed to 
Mr. Buike. The extreme animosity which this ex- 
traordinary man had nurtured in his mind against 
Hastings, though it proceeded originally from a laud- 
able hatred of oppression, yet often carried him beyond 
the bounds of justice and decorum. Many of those 
who agreed with him in the main, were unable to 
justify his temper and indiscretion* 

On one of these occasions the Master of the Bolls 
eamesdy deprecated the arbitrary character of the 
proceedings. 

*He contended that it was indispensably requisite 
that the Committee should proceed with the utmost 
circumspection, when the whole weight of Parliament 
was about to be brought forward to press an individunl 
to the ground, whether properly or improperly, he 
would not say.' * He urged that the charge should be 
specified in some sort at least/ 

Mr. Burke replied with some temper, and complained 
ai the lawyers coming down at that stage of the pro- 
ceedings to delay the business. The Master of the 
Bolls expressed his * concern and astonishment that the 
right hon. gendeman should venture without a fair foun- 
dation to insinuate, that he and others of his profession 
had been brought down upon that day, for the purpose 
of preventing the witnesses from being examined. So 
fiur from it, he most solemnly declared that he had not 
consulted with any individual on the subject, and came 
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down expecting to have heard the charges intended to chat. 
be brought in against Mr. Ilastings stated by the right 
})on. gentleman. When the motion was made for 
calling Captain Jaques to the bar, he cost about in his 
own mind to discover whether that mode of proceeding 
was fair and just to the supposed delinquent, and to 
ask himself how far it approached any sort of process 
of criminal jurisdiction within his knowledge, because 
he felt the great magnitude and importance of the 
business, and was fully convinced that the House could 
not proceed with too much caution. He quoted Sir 
Michael Forster's Treatise on the Crown Law, in 
which, speaking of parliamentary prosecutions, he says 
it is the duty of the House of Commons to be more 
[peculiarly guarded than any other tribunal because 
of their extraordinary severity, all the people of Eng- 
land being virtually the prosecutors of one man. Li 
the present case, practices had been resorted- to, 
the most scandalous and unjust. Pamphlets artfully 
calculated to prejudice those who were to sit in 
judgment on the impeachment, should any go to the 
Lords, had been sent under cover to noble lords, with 
a view to influence their passions and mislead tiieir 
judgments. In like manner newspapers crammed with 
articles calculated to answer the same end, had been 
industriously circulated ... He hoped and believed 
none of the accusers of Mr. Hastings either counte* 
nanced or encouraged any such practices.* * 

* It being at length carried without any division that 
Hastings should be heard in his defence, and that 
copies of the charges shoidd be granteil him, a new 

* Purl. Uisi. vol. zxri. 
M 
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debate arose respecting the mode and order of proceed- 
ing. Kenyon strongly maintained that the House 
ought not to advance another step in the prosecution, { 

till the late Oovemor-General had been brought before | 

them, while Jenkinson decidedly objected to the reccp* \ 

tion of evidence. Thits opposed, Burke gave way to 
all the acrimony and irritation of his character, and 
let loose upon Kenyon and Jenkinson the utmost 
efforts of his indignation. *^ The learned gentleman," 
exclaimed he, ** may repeat his practice of embarrassing 
the discussion, of varying his opinion, and suggesting 
different advice according to the circumstances. I 
will not abandon tlie cause; I consider one arm as 
already lopped off. If I lose a leg, I will neverthe- 
less persevere. Even if deprived of both, I will fight 
like Witherington on my stumps.'* ' * 

* Throughout the month of May,' continues the same 
author, * Burke continued to call witnesses for tlie pur- 
pose of proving various allegations of a criminal nature 
against Hastings. One and only one debate of con- 
siderable interest took place relative to the correspon- 
dence carried on between Mr. Middlcton, then Minister 
at Lucknow, and the Governor-General, which episto- 
lary correspondence Burke insisted ought to be pro- 
duced. With that view he moved that Middlcton 
should be examined at the Bar. But here he was 
again opposed by the Master of the Bolls. ** I can only 
compare the demand," exclaimed Kenyon, *' for the pro- 
duction of private papers from an individual criminally 
chai^^ with the avowed intention of criminating him, . 
to the conduct of the Inquisition, where prisoners arc 

> Wmxall, Seeond Sorica, p. 105. 
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put to the torture, in order to extort from them con- chap. 
fcssions of guilt Even tlie act of breaking open 
Algernon Sydney's private chamber, ransacking liis 
most secret manuscript!*, and seizing on an unpublished 
paper, which subsequently formed the ground of his ac- 
cusation, and ultimately tlie pretence for his execution 
— ^yet was justifiable when placed in comparison with 
the present attempt : because in Algernon Sydney's in- 
stance danger to the State was pretended : whereas in 
this case no such pretext can be alleged, but an indivi- 
dual is to be made the instrument of his own conviction^ 
Wliere then, I ask, is the man to be found who would 
reflectively do the thing which this House is now called 
on to authorise P " Burke parried so severe an attack 
with the arms of wit, rather than of reason or of law.' ^ 

Sir Lloyd continued to support Hastings as long as 
he remained in the House of Commons: and was 
among those who voted against Pitt on the Benares 
Ciiarge, when that Minister's conduct caused so much 
surprise. He also defended his old friend Sir Elijali 
Impcy in tlie last speech he is recorded as having 
made in the Lower House. 

Mr. Burke took the opportunity of retaliating rather 
cleverly on his antagonist. • He had contended,' he said, 
* and with success, against the unanimous opinion of the 
Judges, and should again contend against that detenni- 
nation, if he thought that determination wrong. 

* The learned gentleman, he thought, held too high 
an opinion of the decision of the Judges, and Uiough 
he might be eagerly looking to become one of that 
body, he sincerely hoped the learned gentleman might 

■ WraxjUl, Sccfind Series, p. 120. 
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continue some time longer in Iiis present probationary 
statc^ 08 it were performing quarantine for the benefit of 
his health and constitution, that wlien he became elevated 
to his desired situation, he might carry with him clear 
and indisputable bills of health to the learned bench/ ^ 

The allusion was to the fact, which was now noto- 
rious, that Eenyon was intended to succeed Lord Mans- 
field, who was fast becoming unequal to his jiosition, as 
Lord Chief Justice of England. 

As early as 1786, Lord Mansfield had intimated to 
Mr. Pitt his desure to be relieved, and had expressed a 
strong wish that Mr. Justice BuUer, who had frequently 
presided in his absence, might be apix)iutcd his suc- 
cessor. To the same eflect he wrote to tlie Lord Chan- 
cellor, in the autumn of 1786. * If I had a favor to 
ask,* he says, ^ I don't know the hand to whose friendly 
assistance I should sooner apply than to your lordship's. 
Tour lordship very well knows how ably Mr. Justice 
BuUer has supplied my place, and what satisfaction he 
has given botli in the City and in Westminster Hall : 
if your lordship has the same opinion which I have, 
there is no need of mine ; if your lonlship thinks diflcr- 
ently, mine con be of no avail.'* 

BuUer was a most able lawyer, dignified in manner, 
and in evety way fitted for the post, but he had incurred 
aome suspicion of partiality in the decision of a recent 
case concemmg the election to a Cornish borough. Sir 
Lloyd .Kenyon, moreover, had some claim on the 
Government for the assistance he had rendered both in 
Farliament and in private.' 

■ FtfL Hktcvy, toI. xxtI. pp. 1433-e. 

* FhNii Mr. Thvrlow*! CoUeetion. 

* II« lud already been made a Banmot, 28th July, 1784. 
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The Cliaiiccllor naturally was anxious for his pro- chaf. 
motion, and Mr. Pitt, who had a high opinion of his 
abilities, for once concurred with Lord Thurlow. 
Kcnyon liiuiself, with liis usual diffidence, was not 
at all anxious to be moved from the Bolls. Mr. Pitt 
and tlie Chancellor, however, both strongly pressed 
him to accept, and he eventually give way.^ 

'Breakfast and dinner with the Lord Chancellor, 
when he talked veiy much about the place of C. J. 
of King's Bench, and said he should be under difficulty 
to fuKl a proper person to recommend, if I persisted iu 
ixifusing it, and named Eyre or Buller.' * 

* Mr. Justice BuUcr dined with us. He expressed 
his earnest wish that I would take the Kings Bench, 
if lie was not to have it, and said that he would rather 
be under me tlian any other man. Expressed his dis- 
like of Baron Eyre.'* 

' Loixl Chancellor sent to me, u[)on his receiving a 
letter from Lord Mansfield desiring to resign the office 
of C. J. The Chancellor again proi)osed to name inc 
to the King, and said the publick looked to me as 
succcsisor, and that he thought that neither Eyre nor 
Bullcr would be approved by peo[)le in general.' * 

' With ]Mr. Pitt, by his desire, when he pressed me 
to take the place of C. J. of King's Bench : and hisistod 
I should reconsider the matter. Ue also consulted me 
as to the succession to the place of Chief Btux>n, if it 
became vacant, and Attorney and Solicitor-Gcneml. 
From him to the Chancellor, on the same subject.^ 

*' With Mr. Pitt in the evening, when I promised him 
to accept* 

» Diary, Nov. 22, 1780. » ibid. Nov. 2i;, 17H0. » Ibid. Nov. 27. 
* Ibid. Doc. 2. * Ibid. Docoiuber 2. 
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But &8 80oa as it was intimated to Lord Mansfield 
tliat Kenyon was intended to succeed him, the old 
Earl was much vexed, and determined not to give 
cflect to the promotion sooner than he could Iielp. 
For more than a year he clung tenaciously to his 
post, hoping that BuUer, by his ability meanwhile, 
would establish an incontrovertible claim to the re- 
version. 

* Lord Mansfield, poor man I ' writes General Grant, 
* has lived too long, and just exists, impotent, despond- 
ing, and in pains : he in a manner resigneil some time 
ago, but not in so explicit a manner as to be considered 
final, and now he talks of his resignation every day, but 
does not come to the point, as he expresses great appre- 
hension about the conduct he looks for in his successor, 
to be Sir Lloyd Kenyon, who without doubt will go to 
King's Bench, though the world believes that Mr. Pitt 
has a partiality for BuUer.' 

* Lord Mansfield,' says the same authority, in April, 
1787, * is at Both, sleeps everywhere but in bed, re- 
ceives his quarter s salary, but docs not resign. When 
they were talking of law promotions, Bearcroft said, 
** Lord Mansfield's carriage stops the way." ' ^ 

At length, finding he could not prevail, he gave way 
with a good grace, having presided with consummate 
ability for thirty-two years in the Court of King's 
Bench. 

Sir Lloyd Kenyon, taking the opportunity to pay 
him a complimentary visit, was most kindly and cordi- 
ally received by him, and the old Earl was almost 
rooondled to the promotion. 

■ Comwallia CoiVMpoiidotioe, ^-ol. i. pp. 300-300. 
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As soon as the appointmeut was made known, it was chap. 
thus criticised in the papers :— - > " 

* The resignation of Lord Mansfield, very much to his ^^ 
honour^ is to be delayed no longer. Sir Lloyd Eenyon 
of course succeeds ; indisputably %vith more law learn- 
ing than any man in the Kingdom I and as certainly 
not more learned than intrepid and honourable. 
Pepper Arden becomes Master of the Bolls, McDonald 
the Justice of Chester. Of these appointments, the 
first, tl)c Chancellor eficcts ; the second, Mr. Pitt ; Uio 
third, the Marquis of Stafibrd.' 

Sir Lloyd received the degree of the Coif on the 
Otli of June, and was sworn into ofiice the same day, 
I)y the Lord ChanceUor. The motto on the rings was, 
^ Quid leges sine moribus ? ' 

At the same time he was created a Peer by the title 
of Baron Kcnyon, of Qredington, in the county of 
Flint. 

The King, on the occasion of his preferment, was 
pleased to say to him,. * I am happy to give you the 
appointment, and wish you may enjoy it as long as 
your predecessor.' 

From a multitude of congratulatory letters, I will 
only select the following, from one the enjoyment of 
whose friendship Lord Kenyon always esteemed a high 
lionour : — 

From W. WiWerforce to Lord Kenyan. 

* 5 June, 178S : Hajnigg, near Kendal. 

* My dear Lord, — Having just been shaking hands 
with our friend Pepper ' on his promotion, in the only 

' Anion — then iiuulc Maaior of the BoUa. 
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CHAP, way iu which one can do it at two hundred miles' i 

^^^ — distance, allow me to give your lordship the same 
^^^ mark of my friendly remembrance, and to assure you 
that I receive real pleasure fix>m every event that adds 
to your honor and happiness. I hope Lady Kenyon 
and die rest of your lordship's family are well I 
thank Ood, I am gradually gaining ground : I tnist my 
health will be completely re-establislicd by the regularity 
of a country life during the recess. 

* I am, my dear Lord, 

* Very sincerely youns, 

• W. WiLBERFORCE.' 

Loitl Kenyon was succeeded at the liolls by Sir E. F. 
Arden. ^lacdonald became Attorney-General, and 
Scott commenced his long official career as Solicitor- 
Oeneral. Aitlen had been for some time anxious to . 
leave the Btu*, and his appointment was very gratifying 
to him. * I think,' writes Kenyon, shortly before the 
changes, * Pepper feels his station in the profession not 
comfortable. He expressed his wish to me of being a 
Puisne Judge.' ' His wishes had nearly been thwarted 
by the caprice of the Lord Chancellor, who disliked 
him, and had a profound contempt for his legal abilities. 
So angry indeed was he, tliat after the new Master had 
kissed the King's hand, he made the appointment the 
occasion of a desperate quarrel with Mr. Pitt : with 
whom he had been for some time on indifferent terms. 

* Pepper Arden,' writes the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to Mr. Eden,' * is at last to be Master of the Bolls. It 

> Dm. 7» 17S5. 

* July 4, 1788.— AuckUnd Comtpondetiee, vol. ii. p. 217. 
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Richard Pepper Arderiy Esq.^ to Lord Kenyan. 

•1788. 

* My dear Lord^ — I know not by what fatality it is, 
but it seems as if it was iiuix)ssiblc tliat anything rela- 
ting to me should please the Ch'. Mr. Pitt told mo 
that on Thursday the Chancellor said that he did not 
c])0()se to take any part in the appointment, which was 
therefore to pix)ceed in the usual way, and accordingly 
a Privy Seal IViIl was sent to the Crown Office on Sa- 
turday night. As soon as I understood tliat, I waited 
upon tlie Chancellor, and he being out of town, I wrote 
as respectful a letter as I i^ossibly could, infonning him 
that it would be extremely convenient if notice could 
be given of the time of petitions, at the same time 
assuring him that I did not by any means wish that he 
should put himself to any inconvenience, but Unit if he 
would be pleased to honour me w^ his commands, so 
that notice might be given in the office, where persons 
are iwrpetually enquiring, he would confer a very jiar- 
ti(*uUu' favour upon me by so doing. To Uiis letter I 
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was delayed foolishly by the Chancellor, who for two chap. 
whole sessions together might have said with effect, it > 
should not be, but said no such thing, till he had kissed 
the King's hand, when it was too late and too absurd 
to put in his objections. The profession abuses him, 
saying it was unmanly and ungentlemanlikc ; he is 
sulky, and the Minister no less so : in short, there has 
been, and is, much heart-burning.' 

Sir B. Arden, in despair, applies to Lord Kenyon to 
use his influence with Lord Thiurlow : — 



m. 
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have not been honoiired with any answer. Why did 
the Chancellor ever acquiesce in the appointment? If 
he had not so done, I should never have thought of it. 
I felt myself greatly obliged by his acquiescence, but it 
seems now, after the King's pleasure has been signified 
as to his acquiescence, which he said as soon as he 
received he would obey, and after I have been con- 
sidered by everybody as in possession, I receive fresh 
mortifications. My firiends, as you may imagine, are 
in astonishment. The thing has gone too far to be 
undone, and why, therefore, tliis delay, but for the 
mere purpose of insult? I am determined to sliow 
every attention to him when I am in possession of the 
oflScc, let his treatment of me be what it may. But I 
cannot help feeling that his conduct to me is unworthy 
of him, and I will venture to say, wholly undeserved on 
my part. • May I again entreat your good offices to put 
things in some train, for at present I profess I do not 
know what the Ch' would have. I am going to dine 
at tlie Temple, but will endeavour to call upon you in 
my way to Highgate. 

•Ever yours, 

*R P. Akden.' 

The Chancellor was of course obliged to acquiesce, 
but he abated not a jot of his ill-humour with Mr. 
Fitt • Appomt whom you please,' he exclaimed ; • I 

care not whom the you appoint, so you do not 

appoint one who, instead of lightening my burden, will 
heave his own d d wallet upon my shoulders.' * I 
look upon my Court and that of the Rolls,' he said 
(*lscwhere, * to be somewhat like a stage-coach, which, 
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beside the skill of tlie coachman, requires the assistance chap. 
of an able posUUion to lead the horses and pick out 
the best parts of the roads. Now if I have got an 
i<^nonuit furzebush-headed postillion, he may overset 
the coach and tumble us botli into the ditch.' ^ Of a 
piece with this is the following : — 

* Pepper Ardcn once hazarded some indecorous 
expressions in Court. The Cliancellor frowned : this 
elicited some kind of apology : *^ I really, my Lord, 
forgot where I was.*' "You Uiought, sir, perhaps, 
you were sitting on tlie Bench of your own Court, 
administering justice in Wales."'* 

This transaction was not very creditable to Tliurlow, 
and it is not to be wondered that it was the prelude 
to further hostilities between him and Mr. Pitt. ' 



* Lifo of Ltird Eldon, vol. i. p. 18S. 

* Lifo of Lord Tliurlow, printed for private drcuUtion, IS70. 

' Tlic following extracts from the Diarj aro not altogether withoui 
interest : — 

' 1784, Juhj 23.— ^ne day this week a bullet came through my 
study window, and if I had boon in the room, I had probably been 
killed, from tho direction the bullet took. 

' 1785, May 25.— To Mr. Pitt's, to talk on Irish business. 

* 178G, Jhh, 8. — To London, to try what could bo done for Popham 
about the vacant Mastomhip in Chancery. 

' March 24. — I prevailed on the Chancellor to make Popham a 
Iklastor in Clianoery. 

* Feb. 27. — In tlie House of Commons this evening, till 7 o'clock in 
the morning of the 28th, on the question of the Plymouth fortifica- 
tionii— 109 V. 109. The Speaker's vote decided against the side I 
voted on with BIr. PitL 

' May 1. — ^Vory bad aoootmt of Lord Chanoollor. I went to see him 
at his desire ; found him better, but veiy ilL I promised him to act 
as his executor, if he died, which he said gave him the greatest com- 
fort he had received. 

*Jidy 15. — I have done the business of the Chanoellor from the 
26th of April to tliis day inclusive, on account of my very excellont 
and noble friond's indisposition. 

' i^ift» 12. — Lord Chancellor cam« to Grudington. 
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*8^ 17. — ^Ki«g*t metngo ome lo tha Chaaoellor from Mr. Piit» 
on mLtJom from Fluu rMpecting Duteh UUm, 

* S^ 19. — ^Lord Chanoitllor loft ni oariy this moniiiig for the Marqou 
of 8talford*a, on his way to tomiy in oonseqoonos of yosterdsj's sdrioes. 
I lasr war is at hand, from tho oontonts of Mr. Pitt's letter, which he 



* JfoySS. — ^At the Levee. The King expressed grsat pleasure in his 
inftsntion that I shiwiH sw weed Lord ICanafieid. ***^ sooke knur to me 
ten 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

Lord Kenycn ai ike King^n Beneh^^Tlts Kinff$ TlhirM'^ComlHei 

of Lord Tkurlvfc. 

(1788—1780.) 

Sir Lloyd had presided, witli great credit to liimself, cnAr. 
at the Ilolls. His merits as an Equity Judge were 
liis rapidity and accuracy. His thorough knowledge 
of tliis branch of the law enabled him to decide the 
cases tliat came before him without any hesitation or 
delay. In Lord Eldon's opinion ho was one of the 
quickest judges that ever sat in the Court of Clumcery. 

On the other hand, he seldom went out of 'his way 
to enter into any general exposition of the principles of 
Equity. His judgments were seldom or never written, 
and sometimes sufTer in consequence from want of 
arrangement, but they are clear and to the i)oint, and 
have generally been allowed to be sound and accurate. 

While he was Master of the Eolls, Sir IJoyd Kenyon 
often sat for the Chancellor, and more than once wiped 
off the arrears in his Court. 

Lord Kenyon took his seat for the first time at the 
Guildhall on tlie 10th of June, but as the vacation had 
already commenced, he was not formally installed as 
Chief Justice till the November following. 

The appointment was not at first popular with the 
profession. Thow} who knew the new Cliief Justice 
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intimatdy, were aware how much kindliness of heart 
lay beneath the somewhat rough exterior, but the 
17M. circle of his acquaintance was not very extensive, and 
his blunt manner had rei>elled some of his contempo- 
raries, who were fitscinated by the genial bearing of 
his rival, Buller. 

It was feared in some quarters that the hastiness of 
temper, to which I have before alluded, would be faUil 
to the maintenance of his authority in Court. The 
King is said to have given him a good-natured warning 
on this point, and when the Chief Justice assured Ilis 
Majesty that he intended to keep his temper for the 
future, to have added pleasantly enough, * Indeed I 
my lonl, I am sorry to hear that ; for you might easily 
find a better/ ^ Even Erskine good-humouredly carpal 
at the promotion. Somewhat ostentatiously he gave 
out that he felt it his duty to do all he could for his 
clients, and if improper judges were mode, it was the 
fault of those who made them. * Well, Mr. Erskine,' 
placidly replied the Chief Justice, * I thank you for 
yoiur warning, and will take all the care I can, you 
shall not mislead me.* ' Outside Westminster Ilnll the 
appointment was generally popular. The sterling 
honesty and inflexibility of character, which even his 
opponents could not but respect, had made him n 
great favourite with the people, who felt secure that 
under his presidency the administration of justice 
would be free from the slightest taint of comiption or 
partialis. 

" This ii one of thote aneodotet which is rariously told of different 
penple, tlioagh ii his now boon pretty generally assigned to Lord 
Kenyon. Cf. Campbell and Townshend. 

* From prirato sourocs. 
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I shall have au opportunity, hereafter, of examining chap. 
how far tlicsc various anticipations were realized. I 
must now advert to tlie i)osition of afTairs, when Lord 
Kenyon took his seat in the Uouse of Lords. 

The elections of 1784 had established Mr. Pitt s 
Government in a [position of security unprecedented in 
the reign of Qeorge the Third. Ilis industry conciliated 
the favour of the King, while his niagnanimity and 
integrity commanded the respect of the people. Tlic 
CoaHtion had ruined the chaiticter of the WhigH. 
* Fox,' says Lord Stanhope, * in liis ardour liad over- 
shot his mark. He had made it a contest whether the 
nation should be ruled by tlie sceptre of George IIL 
or by the tongue of Fox.' * 

• Tlie conduct of ^h. Fox and the majority of the 
House of Commons,' says another historian, *wns 
wanting in dignity and in adherence to the spirit of 
the Constitution.' ' 

Tims it happened that Pitt's was no ephemeral tri- 
umph. Even his errors failed to alienate tlie support 
of the coimtr}^ Allowance was made for his youth 
and inexperience, and his integrity and disinterested- 
ness were above suspicion. It seemed as if his tenure 
of office was practically secure for the remainder of 
the century. The autumn of 1788 dissipated these 
day-dreams. 

The King's health and reason gave way. Early in 
the month of June His Majesty had complained of 
symptoms which alarmed the physicians. On their 
recommendation he went through a course of Chelten- 

* Stanhope's Life of Pitt, rol. i. p. 180, qaoting Dr. Johmon. 
' Lmnl RiinBoirt Memoin of Life of Fox, vol. ii. p. 320. 



176 LIFE OF LOKD KENYOX. 

CHAP, ham waters, and returned to Windsor in August, 
^ — ^-^ i^parently restored. 
17». ^Two months, however, had hardly elapsed, when 

his imprudence brought on a return of his complaints. 
*Tlie King,* writes one whose connection with the 
Court renders his testimony most trustworthy, * rode 
ill the park, came home very wet, when a slight fever 
first ensued, and soon after the mental derangement.' ' 

Outside die Castle nothing was known of the 
character of the King's illness for some days. 

On the 22nd, Sir George Baker communicated his 
fears to the Ministry : and the same day, Mr. Gren- 
ville, in a letter to his brother, with characteristic 
caution, alludes to the melancholy truth. The Minis- 
tors had especial reasons for wishing to keep the intelli- 
gence secret 

* Independently of the King's dislike to its being 
known that he is ill, we have the strongest reasons of 
]K>licy, both foreign and domestic, in the present mo- 
ment particularly, to wish that idea not to prevail.' ' 

With a view of allaying the prevailing alann, the 
King was persuaded or allowed to appear at a Levee, 
which had been appointed for the 24th. llis manner 
and conduct there rendered further- concealment im- 
possible, and his symptoms were materially aggravated 
by the over-exertion. *The physician,' writes Mr. 
Grenville, *now declares that rest and an absolute 

> Ootober IS. 

< M88. Diarj of Ool. Heniy Norton WiUii, Oomivtroller of tho 
HooMlwld to ilio PrineeM Charlotte, quotod in Jeiie'i Meinoin, yol. 
iiLp.40. 

* BuckingluMi Fqwn, n«l. i. p. 420.— Mr. Qronnlletittlio MMquia 
of BnckmglMm. 
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cessation from all business are of indispensable neces- chap. 
sity to nim/ 

* We are all,* writes Madame d*Arblay, * in a most 
uneasy state. The King is better and worse so fre- 
quently, that everything is to be apprehended if his 
nerves are not some way quieted/ ' 

Meanwhile tlie public b^gan to be seriously alarmed, 
and the mysteiy which prevailed did not serve to allay 
the general apprehension. 

* In tlie course of the evening of November the fifth, 
it began to be vaguely whispered among the tenants of 
the palace, that some fearful catastrophe had occurred 
in tlie King's apartments.' * The King had been seized 
with delirium while at dinner with his wife and chil- 
dren. 

For many hours his life was despaired of. *It 
oppears,' says Mr. Grenville, * that Warren, Heberden, 
and Sir G. Baker, who are the three physicians who 
attend him, profess themselves unable to decide 
whether the disorder is or is not of such a nature as 
may soon produce a crisis which may lead either to 
health or death. The other alternative is one to which 
one cannot look without horror — ^that of a continuance 
of the present derangement of his faculties, without 
any other eiTect upon his health.' ^ 

It was evident that the Ministers could no longer 
remain inactive. Parliament stood prorogued to the 
20th of November, and it was clear that if no change 
took place in the King's health by that time, they 
must be prepared with some measure to supply his 



> Ibid. p. 431. * NoTmbw 3. • Jmm's Mtmoin, toL iii. p. U. 
* November 7.— Buckiiighaiu Papen, toI. i. p. 433. 
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place in the GovcmmeDt Mr. Pitt at once summoned 
> the members of the Cabinet and several of the chief 
ctBcen of State. Amongst otiiers, Lord Kenyon was 
fieqpiently consulted both by the Chancellor and Mr. 
Pitt, and attended the Cabinet Councils throughout 
the Elng's illness. The memorable struggle which 
followed has been so frequently and fully narrated that 
I shall not further allude to it There is one episode, 
however, affecting as it does the character of a man 
who has been often named in this biography, which 
perhaps may not unfitly be discussed. 

The story of Lord Tlmrlow's treadiery to his 
colleagues during the King's illness has been generally 
accepted by recent writers, but apparently without 
very careful investigation. WiUi the exception of the 
amunng author of Lord Eldon's biography, who at 
once emphatically repudiates the story, most of the 
principal historians have taken upon trust the vague 
and unsubstantiated assertions of that notoriously in- 
accurate writer. Sir Nathaniel Wrdxall. Bound a kernel 
of fiust, has been woven a mass of anecdote and sur- 
mise, which, in the pages of Croly, for the first time 
assumes a tangible shape. 

By the kmdness of Lord Tliurlow's representatives, 
I have been able to compare this narrative with some 
of the private papers which are still in tlieir possession, 
and which, to say the least of it, render the condu- 
non drawn by Mr. Croly highly improbable. 

* Clever anecdote-mongers,' says a modem writer, 
* always take care that their anecdotes shall be pro- 
bable and characteristic. Many a living man has heard 
stories about himself, some of which are pure inven- 
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tion, some of which contain a kernel of truth, but crap. 
w]iich in both cases illustrate, if only by caricature, w . -^ 
some real feature in his character.'^ I might go ^^^^ 
further and say, that at the present day anecdotes are 
circulated and believed, which are neither probable 
nor illustrative ; but which are transferred, from the 
eminent of one generation to their successors, some- 
times without even sufficient alteration to make them 
credible. I have myself heard the same stoiy told of 
no less than three different people, and I dare say 
the curious in such matters could tell of more varied 
experiences than this. 

Whether I shall be able to disabuse my readers of 
their belief in the story of *Lord Thurlow*s hat,' 
gravely told by several historians, it is not for me to 
say, but I shall endeavour to elicit the truth, by a fair 
comparison of the published accounts of this so-called 
plot with the evidence whiclrl have been able to collect 

Thoroughly to understand the transaction, it will be 
necessary briefly to review the career and position of 
Lord Thurlow himself. 

He had now been Lord Cliancellor since the year 
1778, with the exception of the few months during « 
which the Coalition Ministry was in power. In this 
period, he had held the Seals under no less than four 
Prime Ministers, viz. Lord North, the Marquis of 
Bockingham, Lord Shelbume, and Mr. Pitt— men of 
every shade of political opinion — ^nor had he therefore 
been ever accused of treacheiy or tergiversation. He 
often declared that he belonged to no party. He was, 
in &ct, one of a number of pubhc men who professed 

> Historical EflMys, by E. A. Fnemkn, p. 6. 
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themselves * the King's friends/ who studied in the first 
instance the King's interests and wislies, independently 
of any party ties. 

Wb position was dearly shown wln^n Lord North 
retired from office. The Chancellor wrote to Lord 
Bockingham to intimate the King's desire to see him 
in office, and it was through the Chancellor that the 
arrangements were finally made. He remained in 
office avowedly to support tlie King; the support 
which he gav« the Ministry was depciKlent on the 
manner in which they acted towards him. This is not 
the place to discuss the state of tilings ^^Irich rendered 
such a position tenable. Fortunately for the State 
and for the monarch, such influence could no longer 
be tolerated for a moment ; but die facts should be 
borne in mmd if we are to appreciate fiiirly Lord 
Thurlow's conduct in 1788. 

On the formation of the Coalition Ministry, Mr. Fox 
had oficrcd the Seals to Loixl Tliurlow. His answer, 
which was cliaracteristic of the man, will help to 
explain the position which he occupied. *Mr. Fox,' 
he replied, * no man can deny that either you or Mr. 
Pitt are, beyond any two men Uiat can be named, fit, 
from character and talents, to be at the head of any 
administration : but, as Mr. Pitt is very acceptable to 
the King^ and is in an extraordinary degree popular in 
the countiy, I have connected myself with him.' ^ 

The position which Lord Thurlow had held under 
Lords Bockingham and Shelbume, he recovered when 
Mr. Pitt formed his government. 

It is a matter of notoriety that he disliked Fitt, and 

> TwiM't Uh of Lord Eldon, rol. L p. 141. 
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thought liimsclf better qualified to govern than the chap. 
Minister. He accordingly from the first assumed a ^ ■ ^ 
very independent line, frequently speaking against ^''^ 
Oovemmcnt measures, and occasionally voting against 
them. His dislike to the impeachment of Warren 
Hastings still further alienated him from the Minister, 
and as recently as the session of 1787-8, he had 
violently opposed his coUeagues on the subject of Sir 
W. Dolben's Slave Regulation Bill 

^ The Cliancellor,' says Wraxall, * whose intractability 
rendered him always difficult to guide, entertained in* 
surmountable objections to the Bill These objections 
he was believed to have infused into the Cng.' ^ His 
dislike indeed of Pitt savoured of malignity, and 
sometimes rendered him unjust and harsh to others, 
as we have already seen in his conduct towards Sir 
Bicliard Ardcn. But his ^loignement from the Prime 
Minister had the efTect of drawing him nearer to tlio 
Sovereign, to whom he was peculiarly acceptable. 
Such was briefly the position of Lord Thurlow, when, 
in 1788, the King's illness supervened. The position of 
the Opposition has been glanced at above. 

They were thoroughly disheartened — the victims 
of Fox*s imprudence and violence. They cherished, 
moreover, a lively recollection of the mode ia which 
their, ejection from office had been effected. In that 
unconstitutional transaction, Lord Thurlow had been 
one of the principal actors. Thurlow, they were 
aware, had the ear of the King. Thurlow, they aigued, 
was a power to be conciliated if a umilar cata- 
strophe was to be avoided in future. 

' Wraxall** Menioin. 
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(SAP. When the King was first attacked with his malady, 

- ^ "^ toward the end of October, Mr. Fox was on the Con- 

^'^ iinent, and did not return till the 24th of November. 

The Whig leaders in his absence were Sheridan and 

Loughborough. 

It is generally believed, however, that the person to 
whose sense of intrigue the negotiation with Lord 
Thurlow owed its birth, was Mr. J. W. Payne, secre- 
taiy to the Prince of Wales, a portion which gave 
him the opportunity, which he had not neglected, of 
access to the Prince's ear. ^ The scheme is darkly 
shadowed out in a letter to Sheridan. The secretary 
there expresses his opinion * that the Chancellor might 
take a good opportunity to break with his colleagues, 
if they proposed restriction.' ' 

Ld another letter he adds, ^ I inclose you the copy of 
a letter the Prince has just written to Uie Chancellor, 
and sent by express, which will give you the outline of 
the conversation with the Prince as well as the situa- 
ti(m of tlic King's health. I think it an advisable 
measure, as it is a sword that cuts both ways without 
being unfit to be shown to whom he pleases, but which 
I think he will understand best himself.' ' 

This petty intriguing must have received a severe 
blow thus early in its infancy; for on the 7th of 
November, with the full consent of his colleagues, 
Lord Thurlow went to Windsor and there had a long 
interriew with the Prince. The scandal-mongers must 
have been delighted. The results of the interview, 
however, are thus referred to in Lord Kenyon's diary ; 

■ GmpboU't LiTM of the ChAnccllon, toI. TiiL p. S3. 
' Moon's Life of ShieridMi, vd. ii. p. 23. 
* Ibid. ToL iL pp. 3r, 31, 32. 
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* Nov. 7. — ^I dined with the Lord Chancellor, who chap. 

▼IlL 

was just come from the Prince of Wales, who had sent ■- » * 
for him to Witidaor^ on account of the King's alarm- "^ 
ing state of mind. I had much conversation with the 
Chancellor as to what was to be done if the illness 
continued, about Regency, &c.* 

Lord Thurlow's advice to the Prince was temperate 
and judidous*-he recommended him to lie upon his 
oars, and to show no impatience to assume the powers 
of royalty. He pointed out to him that if tlie King's 
illness was ctf any considerable duration, the Regency 
must devolve upon him. ^ Thus far there was no 
treachery. Mr. Pitt himself could not have given 
sounder or more constitutional advice. It was the 
violence of the Whigs, and the indecent haste of the 
heir-apparent to grasp his father's sceptre, that sug- 
gested the necessity of imposing any restrictions. It 
must be remembered, too, that when Thurlow gave his 
advice, no plan of Regency had even been discussed, 
much less decided upon by the Ministiy. The result 
of his interview with the Prince was at once com- 
municated by the Chancellor to Mr. Pitt, as is evident 
from the following extract from a letter from Mr. 
Orenville to his brotlicr : 

* We have no grounds on which to judge of our 
own situation, except from such conjectures as you are 
equally able to form on the grounds of the Prince's 
former conduct and language. He sent yesterday for 
Thurlow to Windsor, and about half-an-hour ago Pitt 
received a note from the Chancellor, who is returned 

> Nioholb' ReooUectioiui, p. 73, tinageljr perrwt^ bj Lord Cm?- 
boU. 
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•CHAP, to town, saying that the Prince had commanded him 
^' . -^ to desire Pitt's attendance at Windsor to-morrow 



^^^ morning at eleven. Pitt is gone to call an the Chan- 
<eUoT to learn the nature of hie conversation of yesterday. 
We understood that the object of his going down 
yesterday was only that he might be consulted as to 
the steps that might safdy be taken with the King in 
his present unhappy ntiiation. The message of to-day 
looks like something more, though it seems too early 
for any negotiation^ even if other considerations made 
that probable.' ^ This seems at once to dispose of the 
auction that the Chancellor concealed his interviews 
with the Prince from his colleagues. It establishes, 
too, the fact that the Cabinet was in expectation of 
some communication from the Whigs. It was pro- 
bable that the dismissal of Pitt would occasion a great 
clamour in the countiy. Would it be impossible to 
effect a junction with him on terms which would 
practically annihilate his power? Would he be im- 
penetrable to all advances? The Prince's advisers 
thought not. The day following Thurlow*s visit to 
ihe Prince of Wales, Mr. Secretary Payne discloses 
lus scheme to Lord Loughborough :^« 

Mr. /• W. Payne to Lord Loughborough. 

* Not. 9tii Mid lOth : 13 o'dock at night. 

• My dear Lord, — 

• ••••• 

* I took the liberty of mentioning to the Prince tlic 
very liberal accommodation of your conduct in pro- 

* Mr. OvtBTiOe lo Mwviuis of BuokingliMii, November 7, 1788.— 
Buck. IVpOTi, ?oL i. p. 43&. 



CONDUCT OP LORD THURLOW. 185 

motion of hw service. He said, *Well, if the C, OTap. 
chooses to remain where he is, Lord L. can have the - ■ ' ^ 
Privy Seal or President for the present, and settle ^'^ 
the other arrangement afterwards, if it is more to 
his mind/^ 

Already some of the principals b<^n to hang back. 
Sheridan was alarmed at Payne's officiousness; and 
Lord Loughborough trembled at the prospect of the 
Great Seal being offered to Thurlow. 

Mr. Sheridan to Lard Loughborough, 

* WadnMcUj momlng, Kot. UUu 

* My dear Lord, — Everything remained late last night 
at Windsor without the least amendment, and in 
consequence of a consultation of the physicians, they 
are, I believe, ready to give a decided opinion. The 
Prince sends Payne to town this morning. I shall 
make an attempt at setting his head a little to rights, 
if possible, for he is growing worse and worse ; but 
a few words from your lordship will have more 
weight. Among other things, he tells me he has 
suggested to the Prince to write directly to the 
Chancellor, and he tells me that the letter shall be 
so worded that eiUier he or I may deliver it, so that I 
suppose his notion is to bring this negotiation into tlie 
saine train and footing as Lord Sandwich's. It is really 
intolerable, and I mean to speak very plainly to him. 
• • « • • • 

« I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

' B. B. SlUEUDAX; ' 

> Lord Campboll's JArm o£ ih« ChanoeUoiii toL tuL p. SS. 
' Ibid. vol. viii. p. S7. 
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Meanwhile Mr. Pitt had been closeted with the 
Prince. ' Pitt,' writes Mr. OrenviUe, on the 9th, * came 
back last night The Prince had a long consultation 
with him relating to the King's situation, but nothing 
from which he could collect what he thought of doing 
in the two cases that may arise. The general notion is 
that he will try to negotiate with Pitt, from the fear of 
his populari^, but I do not think it probable. He 
treated Pitt with civility, but nothing more.' 

' The Chancellor,' records Lord Kenyon on the 9th, 
* sent for me again this day, to consult about the public 
afiairs — ^he having just had a letter fit>m Dr. Warren. 
Delirium mnefebre. Inspected Parliament Bolls on 
the accession of Henry YI.' 

On the 13th, a Oabinet Council was held, and the 
gloomy prospect discussed. Some intimation was given 
by Mr. Pitt of his ideas resi)ecting the B^n^, but he 
did not enlighten his colleagues as to the course he 
intended to pursue ; in all probability he had himself 
arrived at no decision. The Ministers had to con- 
template the prospect, not only of the continued de- 
rangement of the Sovereign, but also that of his 
immediate demise, by many then thought the most 
probable event. In either case, would a junction 
with their opponents be wise, just, or practicable? 
That these questions occupied the attention of Pitt 
himself, will appear from the following letter : 

Mr. Grenmlle to the Marquis of Buckingham. 

(Eztnoi.) 

* WlkitefaaU, KoT. ISih, 17S8. 

* If the present drcumstances should still continue, 
Pitt moans to propose a Bill deckuiiig the Prince of 
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Wales Bi^ent, or Guardian, to exercise the King's au* ce^. 
thority during his illness, but in the Sng's name only. 
We have not, I think, yet entirely made up our minds 
as to the degree of power and authority which it will 
be right to put into his hands for that piirpose. We 
have no knowledge at all, any more than when I wrote 
to you before, of the Prince of WaWs intentions, 
nor has any overture, direct or indirect, been made 
to Mr. Fitt. The difficulties of a real bon& fide 
junction appear insuperable, and in anything short 
of Uiat, duplicity and dishonesty might give them 
advantages which, though we should not certainly 
envy, yet we might have much cause to lament. In 
the case of a demise, which there is to-day more reason 
to think probable than there has been for several days 
past, we shall feel ourselves considerably embarrassed/ ^ 

Such remained the position of afihirs till Fox returned. 
It would seem that Uie Whig leaders hesitated to pro- 
ceed further without his sanction. Lord Campbell in- 
sinuates that further negotiations were carried on, but 
concealed from Fox ; but I can find no authority for the 
assertion, which seems to be contradicted by what follows. 

Tliurlow had another interview with the Prince on 
the 15th. * With the Chancellor,* says Lord Kenyon, 
* who had been yesterday at Windsor by the Prince's 
desire, and had much conversation with the IVmce. 
With Mr. Pitt by his desire, to converse on the state of 
public affairs.*' 

On the 25th, both the Chancellor and Mr. Pitt were 

* Buckingham Papen, vol. L p. i51 ti lej. 

* Ditty, NoTomber 10. 
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CSAP. at T^ncUor, and on the Chancellor's return to London, 

* he at once called on the Prime Miniater in Downing 
Street, where Mr. Boee was with Pitt.' ^ 

The same day Lord Bulkeley, writing to the Duke of 
Buckingham, comments on the position of the Cabinet. 

* I supped at White's the night before I left town, 
where Pitt was in high spirits. ... I heard for cer- 
tam that the Chancellor, who was suspected of bdng 
lattically inclined, was firm as a rock, and that the 
whole Cabinet were determined to die together.' ' 

A little attention to dates here will aid us in un- 
TavelUng the mystery. Fox, it will be observed, did 
not return till the 24th, on which day Lord Bulkeley 
was assured of the Chancellor's integrity. Yet it is 
evident, fipom Mr. Fox's letters to Sheridan and Lord 
Loughborough, which I shall presently insert, that on 
the 29th instant no definite proposal had been made 
to Thurlow, for Lord Loughborough's consent had not 
been obtained. 

After Lord Bulkeley had assured himself of Thur- 
low's integri^, but before any definite proposal had 
been made to the Chancellor by Mr. Fox, the following 
startling events are recorded by Mr. Bose, and as they 
form almost the only real evidence upon which this ac- 
cusation has been made, I shall insert the passage entire : 

« On the 26th, at night, or rather at 1.30 a.m. of 
the 27th * (this was die day following the visit of Mr. 
Pitt and the Chancellor to Windsor before referred to), 

* Mr. Pitt was waked with a letter firom the Chancellor, 
summoning the Cabinet to meet at Windsor, by com- 

■ R(OM*t Diaries, toL L pp. S6, 87 el Mgf. 

' Bucldqgham P^iptn, Norwnber 26^ toL ii. p. 15. 
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mand of the Prinoe, on tliat day, the 26tL The senrant, cuap. 
vrho ought to have carried the letter at nine m the 
evening, n^Iected it ; and the one who came with it 
at the before-mentioned late hour, being asked whether 
the Chancellor was then up, replied. Yes, and that Mr. 
Fox was with him — a fact which his lordsiiip had not 
noticed.^ The next day, when the Cabinet met at 
Windsor, the members were long in deliberation. 
Previous to their mcetmg, the Chancellor had been 
with the Prince of Wales, and when all the rest of 
the confidential servants of the Crown went to Suit 
Hill to dinner, his lordship returned to the Prince*s 
apartments, where he had refreshments provided for 
him, the Prince sittmg with him. Most of the Cabinet 
slept at Salt Hill. Mr. Pitt returned to town late on 
the 29th. He did not dine with the Master of the 
Bolls, but was at a Cabinet again at Lord Carmarthen's 
office at eight in the evening. In the course of that 
meeting, many inquiries were made by the Lords as to 
whether any one knew if Mr. Fox had seen the Ptincc 
of Wales, or held any communication with him ; or if 
any one present knew anything about him — of all which 
the Chancellor, amongst others, professed perfect igno« 
ranee. He even asked if anybody knew the colour of 
Mr. Fox's chaise, in order to form a guess from them 
whether it had been seen on die road to Windsor. Mr. 
Pitt desired to ascertain the opinions of the members 
of the Cabinet respecting the propriety or expediency 
of joining the Opposition, if it should be in their choice, 

* The improbabilitj of tlui ttocy appean from Mr. Roae'a own 
Btatemeni ji»t before, tliat on hie return to London on the 25th Lord 
Tharlow at onee celled on Mr. Pitt in Downing Street. 
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CSAS. under any circumstances whatever. He put the question 
^ ^ mP directly to the Lord Chancellor, who said he considered 
^'^ it an abstract question, and could not answer it distinctly. 
Mr. Pitt said it was a plain question— -Would hb lord* 
ship join with the opposite party under any circum- 
stances ; to which he would give no answer. Other 
. members, by their silenbe more than anything else, 
left an impression on Mr. Pitt's mind that they were 
impressed with an idea that a junction of some sort 
might be expedient for the country ; but his own deter- 
mination was fixed beyond all possibility of being 
shaken, — not to entertain the idea of a junction at all.' 

From this wonderfully circumstantial account, these 
fiictfl may be gathered : 

First — ^Tliat Thurlow had an interview with Fox, 
tlie purport of which he did not communicate to his 
colleagues. 

Secondly — ^That many of the members of the Ca- 
binet, the Chancellor probably included, were half 
prepared to accept some terms of accommodation with 
the Whigs, if the choice was given them ; and 

Thirdly— That Pitt himself had considered the ad- 
visability of such a course of action. 

What is to prevent our accepting the natural conclu- 
rion: That the object of Thurlow's mterview with 
Fox was to ascertain on what terms a junction of 
parties might be effected ; and how fiur there was a 
possibility of an agreement being arrived at on the sub- 
ject of the Begency ? The advantage of such an agree- 
ment to the public service must have been obvious. If 
the Whigs had ibilowed Thurlow's advice to the Prince, 
and committed themselves to no violent policy ; if, in 
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fact, they had been able to resist the influence of chap. 

. , VIIL 

Lord Loughborough, whose interests were plainly ad- ^- — ■ — ^ 
verse to a coalition, it is quite conceivable that the 
great battle of the Begency might never have been 
fought. 

Thurlow was in many ways the best man to nego- 
tiate such a coalition. He was on friendly terms 
with Fox ; and in 1778 and 1782, he had actually 
attempted some such a fusion of parties. The treachery 
of such an attempt would depend entirely on the nature 
of the terms which might be considered. There is no 
evidence at all that there was any intention on his 
part to throw over his colleagues, and obtain a bargain 
solely for his own advantage. In these days, no doubt, 
we should not dream of a Lord Chancellor taking the 
lead out of the Prime Minister's hand in sucli a matter ; 
but in the last century, this seems to have been 
done not only frequently, but as a matter of course. 

In the Bockingham papers we find Thurlow entrusted 
by the King with the commission to strengthen Lord 
North's Ministry, by gaining the adhesion of some of 
the Opposition, and throughout the reign, attempts at 
coalitions of parties were frequently made by indi- 
viduals unauthorised by the Prime Ministers of the 
day. If this view of the question be correct, much that 
follows vrill chime in as a matter of course. 

It will be necessary, however, first to insert the re- 
mainder of the correspondence which bears upon the 
subject. This shows clearly enough the wishes of 
Fox and Lord Loughborough, and indicates the point 
of divergence between them and the more thorough- 
going of their party. 
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Rtghi Ban. C. J. Fox to R B. Slimdan 

* Dear Sbericlaii, — ^I have swallowed the pill — a most 
bitter one it was — ^and have written to Lord Lough- 
borough, whose answer of coiurse must be Consent, 
What is to be done next ? Should the prince himself, 
yon, or I, or Warren be the person to speak to the 
Chancellor? ^ The objection to the last is» that he must 
probably wait for an opportunity, and diat no time is 
to be lost Fhty tell me what is to be done? I am 
convinced after all thai the negotiation mil not succeed^ 
and am not sure that I am sorry for it. I do not re- 
member ever feeling so uneasy about any political 
thing I ever did in my life.' ' 

Right Uon. C. J. Fox to Lord Loughborough. 

' Si. Jamet't Street, Saturday Morning. 

* My dear Lord, — I am so perfectly ashamed of the 
letter I am writing, that I scarcely know how to begin ; 
but my knowledge of your way of thinking, and tlie 
perfect and unreserved freedom with which we have 
always conversed together, gives me some courage, 
and induces me, without any further pre&ce, to state 
to you the difficulties under which I feel myself. 

*When I first came over, I found a very general 
anxiety among all our friends, and in the Prince still 
move than others, to have the Chancellor make a part 
of our new administration, and (excepting only the 
D. of Portland), they all seemed to carry their wishes 



* It ii vrident f f ma this letter thai np (o (Atf (mm no definite offer 
had been made to Thnrlow. 

* Lord OampbeU's Lirea of the Chanoelkm, tuI. tu. p. 24S. 



CONDUCT OF IX>R1) TIIUULOW. 198 

SO far 08 to think his fricndsliip worth buying, even at chap. 
the expense of the Great Seal. Tliis idea seemed so ^- ■ ^ 
strange to me, considering the obligations we are all 
under to you, and so unpleasant to those feelings of 
personal friendship, which I am sure you do not con- 
sider as mere professions from me to you, that I took 
all sorts of means to discourage it, and have iictualljf 
prevented the Prince^ Hioiigh with some difficulty^ from 
saying anything to Thurlow^ which might commit him ; 
and, to prevent the possibility of it, I obtained from 
him the message which I delivered to you, Wednesday 
night, from his Royal Highness. The difficulties which 
have arisen within these few days, and which to many 
seem increasing, have had the effect of increasing the 
anxiety of our friends for Thurlow's support ; and they 
seem all to be persuaded that the Great Seal would 
gain him, and nothing else. You know enough of the 
nature of our party to know how rapidly notions are 
sometimes propagated among tliem, and how very 
difficult it often is for us, who ought to lead, not to bo 
led by them. Under these circumstances, I must own 
(and I am certain you will approve my freedom in own- 
ing it, whatever you may think of my weakness), tliat I 
wish to have it in my power to offer Lord Tlmrlow 
tlie Great Seal, not from my own opinion of the advan- 
tages likely to accrue from such an offer, but from the 
dread I have, if things turn out ill, of having the mis- 
carriage imputed to my obstinacy. The invidious 
point of view in which you would stand yourself in 
such an event, rather adds to my anxiety ; for although 
they all know the handsome offers you have made, and 

o 
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CH.^p. therefore that the whole blame ought justly to lie on 
me alone who refused them, yet it is not pleasant to be 
looked upon as a person whose pretensions, however 
just, have stood in the way of the success of a party. 
I have related to you most freely the difficulties of my 
situation, and I should really take it ill if you answered 
me but with the most unreserved freedom. If you 
can call here, it would be best ; but if you cannot, pray 
let me have a line, though I know yoiur answer ; and 
the more certain I am of it, the more I feel ashamed of 
this letter. I really feel myself unhinged to a great 
degree, and till I see you, which I hope will be soon, 
or hear from you, shall feel very unpleasantly. I feci 
the part I am acting to be contrary to every principle 
of conduct I ever laid down for myself, and that I can 
bring myself to act it at all, I strongly suspect to be 
more owing to my weakness than my judgment. 
^ I am, with the sincercst friendship, 

• My dear Lord, yours ever, 

*C J. Fox.'* 

• 

Tlie following is the answer : 

'GttUdhAlL 

* My dear Sir, — ^I will frankly confess to you that the 
measure appears to me a strong indication of weakness, 
and I am deceived if it will not be generally so felt 
as soon as it is known. This affords additional reason 
why, even on motives of prudence, I should acquiesce 
in it, which I do, I assure you, without the smallest 
interruption of those sentiments of friendship and con- 

* Lord OMnpbeD'i Litm of tlie ChanocUon, vol viii. p. 03. 
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fidencc, with respect to you or the D. of Porthind, chap. 
which will ever remain in my heart. 

* I ever am, my dear Sir, yours, 

* LOUGIIBOROUQU/ ^ 

Lord Loughborough's own feeUngs are more clearly 
shown in his letter to Sheridan : — 

Lord Loughborough to R. B. Sheridan. 

* My dear S. — ^I was afraid to continue the conversa- 
tion on the circumstance of the inspection committed 
to tlie Chancellor, lest the reflections that arose upon 
it might have made too strong an impression on some 
of our neighbours last night. It does indeed appear to 
me full of mischief, and of that sort most likely to 
aflect the apprehensions of our friends (Lord John, for 
instance), and to increase their reluctance to take any 
active part. 

* The Chancellor's object evidently is to make his way 
by himself, and lie has managed hitherto as one very 
well practised in that game. His conversations botli 
with you and Mr. Fox were encouraging, but at the 
same time checked all explafiations on his part^ under 
a pretence of delicacy towards his colleagues. Wlien 
he let them go to Salt Hill, and continued to dine at 
Windsor, he certainly took a step that most men would 
have felt not very delicate in its appearance, and un- 
less there was some private understanding between him 
and them, not altogether fair, especially if you add to 
it the sort of conversation he held with regard to them. 
I cannot help thinking that the difficulties of managing 
the patient have been invented or improved to lead to 

' Lord CompboU'i Lives of the Lord Chanoellon, vol. viii. p. Oi. 
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CBAP. the proposal of his inspection (without the Prince being 
consdous of it), for by that situation he gains an easy 
and frequent access to hiro, and an opportunity of pos- 
sessing the confidence of the Queen. I believe this the 
most from the account of the tenderness he showed at 
his first interview, for I am sure it is not his character 

to feel any With a little instruction fix>m Lord 

Hawkcsbury, the sort of management that was carrie<l 
on by means of the Princess Dowager in the early ^mrt 
of the reign may easily be practised. In short, I think 
he will try to find the key of the back stairs — and wiUi 
that in his pocket, take any situation that preserves his 
access, and enables him to hold a line between diflcrcnt 
parties. In tlie present moment, however, he has 
taken a position that puts the command of the House 
of Lords in his hands/ ^ 

The nature of the compromise that it was imagined 
might conciliate both parties may be gathered from 
the following correspondence, which I am enabled to 
print by the kmdness of Lord Thurlow's descendants. 
The first letter gives Lord Loughborough's ideas, and 
the second Lord Thurlow's views on the subject : — 

Lard Laughharough to Lord Tfiurbw. 

* ¥Viday Erening. 

* My Lord,—- I have taken a strong fancy, from some 
parts of our conversation yesterday, that you conceive 
it to be possible to find better means for avoiding the 
evils of the present moment than the provisions of any 
given bill. On the supposition of a certain but slow 
recovery, would it not be the most natural course to 

' Lord CampbeU*! Uvm of the Lord Cluuicellon, to], vii. p. 240. 
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commit to the P., during the progress of recovery, in the chap. 
name and by the authority of the K., the powers of 
administration, with no other restriction than honest 
advice should suggest, and honourable arrangements 
secure P Could that fail to be the mode adopted were 
the Itoyal Family united, as it ought to be ; and, to 
accomplish both objects, is it impossible to establish a 
confidence between those who fairly mean tlie public 
good ? On the contrary supposition, that a recovery is 
not certain, the conclusion would not much vary : in 
my mind, it would not vary in any respect. 

* If my wish has not misled my judgment in the con- 
jecture I formed of your ideas, I should be very glad 
of nn opportunity of conversing with you, upon the 
terms that nothing of the conversation shall be remem- 
bered but by mutual consent. If my ideas strike you 
as absurd, throw my letter on the fire, without taking 
the trouble of answering it. I am at your orders at 
any time : except that from ten to two to-morrow I 
must be at Guildhall. I have a message to you from 
ILUJI., in consequence of my repenting to him the 
manner in which you spoke of his conduct at Windsor : 
but that being a mere return of polite attention, I 
would not make use of it as a means of introducing a 
more serious conversation. You will be so good as to 
8upix)se that I have related to you the grateful senso 
he has of your approbation of his conduct, in case I 
sliould not have the honour of seeing you before 
Tuesday. I am, with great regard, 

* Your lordship's most obedient 

* And most humble servant, 

* LOUOHOOBOUQU.' 
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CHAP. 

, J^'^- ^ Lord Thurlow to Lord Loughborough. 
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•My dear Lord, — ^Thcy say doctors and lawyers 
should never trust their own opinions . . . Suppose a 
clause like that in 33 H. 8, c. 21 : And be it declared 
and enacted by the authority aforesaid, that his Majesty's 

Commission bearing date , passed under his Great 

Seal by the advice and assent of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and also liis Majesty's Commissions, which may 
or shall pass under his Great Seal, for giving his 
Majesty's royal assent to this Act, with the like advice 
and assent of both Houses of Parliament, shall be and 
be held legal, to all intents, constructions, and pur- 
poses, and shall be as vaUd and eflfectual to pass this 
Act, as if his Majesty could be present in Parliament in 
his royal person: His Majesty's indisposition, or any 
other matter or thing, to the contrary notwithstanding. 
This avoids saying that he did not sign any warrant 
for those purposes ' 

• The more I revolve on the subject of our last niglit's 
deliberation, the more I am fixed in my opinion that 
the power of the Crown must settle, in some way or 
odier, on the Prince. . . • 

•The only aim which seems fair, is to shape this autho- 
rity so as to take away those alanns which malice may 
try to excite, that die prospect of the King's resuming 
the reins of Government on the return of his capacity, is 
less oertain, in appearance at least, than it ought to be. 

•An address to the Prince to take on him the Bcgency 

properly qualified, and in that character to hold the 

Parliament : after which an Act maj pass to make such 

oldiug, and all done under it, legal, during the Eg's 
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distemper, and until he shall himself treat with Parlia- chap. 
mcnt from the throne. In the meantime writs will run, ^ * ' "^ 
and all other acts of Ooveniment pass in his name. 

* A resolution that no question shall arise on the capadtjr 
of tlie King to signify his pleasure for appointing a 
' Regent (ciistoa) to hold a Parliament in the King's 
name, after which an Act must pass to declare the castas 
competent to act, notwithstanding the King's presence, 
till he bhall treat witli his Parliament in person.' ^ 

At this point the negotiation, whatever was its nature, 
appeara to have been broken off. Fox had given in 
his adlicsion to it with rehictance, and was no doubt 
glad to And his hands free. 

Party interests and party necessities prevailed, as 
they have done before and since, over compromise and 
good sense. 

The Whigs committed themselves to the theory that 
the Bcgcncy had descended to the Prince of Wales by 
hereditary right, and the Tories shewed their discrust of 
their prospective sovereign by imposing a series of 
restrictions upon his tenure of the Begency. 

Lord TImrlow probably liked Pitt's policy as little 
as that of the Opposition : in fact, it is evident from tlie 
letters which I have quoted that he thought that tlie 
Prince was entitled to exercise the power of the Crown 
by a moral if not by a strictly legal right. More« 
over, his dislike of Pitt rendered his position very un- 
comfortable. Efforts were repeatedly made by Lord 
Kenyon and by the Marquis of Stafford to reconcile the 
two Cliancellors, but with only partial success. 

* Tills McuiuiiukIuiii. )>v Lfml Thiirlow, u hot cUtod. • 
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CHAP. Mcanivhile Parliament met after the adjournment, 
— r^ and whatever doubts may have existed as to the Chan- 
^^•^ cellor's conduct were speedily dispelled. He at once 
repudiated Lord Loughborough's assertion that the 
Prince had any legal right to the Begcncy. * If/ said i 

he, * the Prince of Wales possessed this undoubted right, i 

then the deliberations in Parliament were useless and * 

nugatory. He professed he was of a diflerent way of 
thinking. He did not mean to assert that they were to 
make a mere election business of it, but they certainly 
possessed an incontrovertible privilege to advise what 
ought to be done.* 

It seems unnecessary to pursue the narrative, for it is 
clear that before this date, December the 1 1th, whatever 
may have been his previous conduct, his resolution was 
finally taken to support Pitt. * It is clear,' writes Mr. 
Grenville on the 7th, * that whatever object Thurlow 
might at one time have had in view, he has now taken 
liis determination of abiding by the present Govern- 
ment and supporting their measures with respect to the 
Bcgency.' 

Again on the 9th he writes : ' There is no longer 
any doubt of Thurlow ; ' and on the 11th Lord Bulkeley 
writes, * Tlie Cliancellor opened out enough of his senti- 
ments to show that he means to stand by his colleagues. 
His speech was not long, but one of the finest I ever 
heard, and made so strong an impression that we gave 
him a meny "Hear I hearl"' * 

Mr. Orenville's letter was written, it will be observed, 
nearly a week before Thurlow's second and more cele- 
brated speech. It is clearly impossible, therefore, that, 

• Btteldnghim Pap«n, vol u. p. 52. Cf. abo pp. 59, 63 ei teq. 
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as bos been asserted, Pitt came down to the House on chap. 
that occasion fully prepared to witness his desertion of ^- > -^ 
his colours.* ^^ 

The Wliigs appear to have given up all hopes very 
reluctantly. It was not till the 2Gth that Lord Lough- 
borough received the following : — 

Tke Right Han. C. J. Fax to Lard Laughbaraugh. 

* St. JuiiM*t Street, Dee. 96tli. 

* My desu" Lord, — I could not collect from tlie convcr- 
siition yestci*day much of what is like to be tlie course 
of Thurlow's argument. He seemed to tliink it a more 
confused and difficult case then it has ever appeared to 
nic ; and therefore, if I were to guess at all, I should 
8usi)ect tliat l)e will clioose rather to answer the ai^* 
mcnts of others than produce many of his own. My 
gciicitil conclusion from tliis part of our conversation, 
as well as that relative to restrictions, was, Uiat he had 
thought less upon the subject than I should have 
supposed possible. The negotiation is off, with an ex- 
press desire on his part that no more may be said to 
him on the subject till the Begeucy is settled, and advice 
to the Prince to make his arrangements without any 
view to him. It was much the pleasantest conversation 
I have had with hhn for many years. U|)on the business 
of our interview, he was perfectly open and explicit, and 
dismissed the subject as soon as possible with perfect 
good -humour, in oixicr to talk upon general ones in our 
old manner of conversing. 

■ The author of the Life of LordThurlow in the L»w Magaane taya 
that Wilkoa' remark, on hearing Thurlow'a oolebratod peroration, waa 
made in a private company, not on the atepa of the thfono.-*Law 
Magasine, vol. viL p. 75. 
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CHAP. * He was in a talkative humour : and France, Simin, 
^» * ^ Hastings, Demosthenes and Cicero, were all talked over, 
as if between two friends who had neither political 
connection nor enmity. In short, I think the negoti- 
ation is fairly at an end ; and if, when the R^ency is 
settled, the Prince wishes to revive it, it must be con- 
sidered as a proposition entirely new, and treated upon 
that footing. 

* I am, my dear Lord, yours ever, 

• C. J. Fox.' * 

Tliat which must chiefly strike an impartial judge on 
reviewing the foregoing narrative is the vagueness of 
the so-called conspiracy. There is no evidence to prove 
the diaracter of the negotiation ; the date when it com- 
menced and when it ended is difTerently stated by 
diflcrent writers; and with whatever hesitation, it is 
notorious that all advances were eventually repelled. 
On so slender a basis it must have been diflicult to 
build up a substantial accusation. My own view as to 
the transaction will be gathered from what has been 
said. We liave seen how general was the opinion that 
some overtiures towanis a coalition wo^ld be made by 
the Whigs ; we have seen, also, that some members 
at any rate of the Cabinet were not altogether unpre- 
pared to entertain such overtures. 

Is it not then most probable that Fox*s proposals to 
Thurlow were made to bring about such a concordance 
upcm the subject of the Begency as would render a 
coalition possible ? It must be remembered that the 
grait object of the Opposition was to coalesce with Pitt. 

■ Lord Caapbell'i Lives of the Lord Cliaaoellon, vol. vi. p. 200. 
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It was Pitt'a popularity that they feared. Their object chap. 
would not have been obtained by merely detaching the *- » 
Chancellor. Nor would there have been anything ex- ^^*^' 
traordinary in sv ch a combination. Such a coalition 
had been proposed in 1784, and was actually eflected 
to some extent in 1796. 

This supposition explains many difficulties. It - 
explains Thurlow's hesitation. He had to consider 
whether the junction would be palatable to his col- 
leagues, and the position they would occupy in the event * 
of the King's recovery. It explains, too, his ill humour 
with Pitt, if the Minister, as seems from Mr. Bosc's 
statement, was the main obstacle in his path. How- 
ever right Pitt may have been in refusing all overtures, 
until the Hcgency was settled, it is by no means so 
clear that he would have been justified in doing so, 
wlien the Prince was finally installed Regent, or in tlic 
event of the King s death. 

The veiy question put to Thurlow by Pitt seems to 
favour this supposition. *Were there any circum- 
stances under which his lordship would join with tlie 
opposite party ? ' And Fox's last letter liints at the same 
eventuality : • No more is to be said till after the Regency 
is settled.' On the whole, this appears the most probable 
construction to put upon a story which has hitherto tar- 
nislied the fame of a great man without fair consideration. 

In conclusion it mny be asked, is there any- 
thing in Thurlow's character or previous conduct, 
which favours a contrary decision ? As Nicholls says, 
^ Trimming was not congenial to his character.' What- 
ever were his faults, they were not those of a cunning or 
deceitful nature. lie was too apt to alTront, because 
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CHAP, he disdained to conceal his sentiments. He could not 
— ' profess to admire a policy which he disapproved : he 



^^^^ could not be civil and courteous to a man whom he 
disliked. Intolerant^ overbearing, even malignant in 
his dislikes he was ; but mean and treacherous never, 
if the opinions of those who knew him best arc to be 
• believed. Finally, there is the strong evidence in his 
favour of contemporary opinion. It is true, that Mr. 
Orenville passes a qualified censure on his conduct, that 
Mr. Bose, who from personal reasons disliked him, 
vaguely insinuates treachery, and that Wraxall triumph- 
antly relates the story of the Hat. But NichoUs 
decidedly repudiates the accusation. * I know,' says he, 
* the Chancellor has been much abused for his conduct 
on this occasion : some members of the Opposition 
have gone so far as to say that he would have acted 
agmnst the opinion of Mr. Pitt, if the Opposition would 
have engaged to continue him in the office of Clian- 
ccllor : but I do not believe the assertion to be true. 
I believe that Lord Thurlow acted with great integrity : 
he once told me that if it had been ultimately necessary 
to pass the Begency Bill framed by Mr. Pitt, he should 
have acceded to it with great reluctance.' ^ 

Lord Eldon asserts his entire disbelief of the sup- 
posed plot, and Lord Kenyon, who was constantly 
with Thurlow throughout the transaction, has left on 
record his belief that the chaise was entirely got up by 
the Whigs. 

Lady Kenyon, writing to her sbter early in 1789, 
thus comments on the reports then prevalent : — 

■ BMSollMtioM and Refloctiona, Peraoiud Mid Politicftl, by John 
If ichoUs. Lond. 1S90, p. 73. 
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CHAP. 
« JanuMy 17lh, 1789- ▼!"• 

* It is 80 certain now where the power wiU be iTWi 
lodged, that many will go over daily. The rata, as 

they are called, arc all on tlie watch. Everybody speaks 
highly of the Chancellor on all sides : the Opposition 
say Mr. Pitt has been personally uncivil to the Prince. 
I do not believe it. That party have done all they 
can to throw blame on him, and in this examination 
of doctors on the Queen ; though last night the leaders 
of their party thought it pnident to say everything 
flnc of her. . . I'hey have coaxed and courted the 
Chancellor every way ajid by every person^ but he will 
not join them,* 

The Prince of Wales himself bears unwilling witness 
to the integrity of the Chancellor's character. In a 
memorial, said to be drawn up by Sir Gilbert Elliott, 
afterwards Earl of Minto, which was presented to the 
King aftx^r his recoveiy, on behalf of the Prince» tlie 
following passage occurs :^- 

* It is with satisfaction I inform your Majesty Uiat 
we desired and received the advice of the Lord Chan* 
ccllor on every material step we took. I reflected ou 
the great personal confidence widi which your Majesty 
had distinguished Lord Thurlow, and the nature as well 
as eminence of his oflice seemed to point him out as a 
person who might be consulted with peculiar propriety 
in this most critical aud delicate posture of aflairs.* 

A more unwilling witness still must have been the 
Prime Minister himself, if, as Mr. Grenville says, he 
was induced to dissemble his knowledge of ThurIow*8 
conduct from his reganl to the King. 
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CHAP. On the 7th of February, alluding to reports that 
^ ^^ were curr^t, the Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
17^ *he hoped so unfortunate a circumstance as the 
country's bdng in danger of being deprived of the 
assistance of so able a Minister was not likely to 
]iappen : certain he was a fit successor could not easily 
be found. ... It was an event, he was persuaded, 
which would be seriously lamented by the country/ 
. • • * He knew it would be difficult to find, a man of 
the upright conduct and manly integrity of the Lord 
Chancellor:^ 

The public opinion of the day was in favour of the 
Chancellor to an exaggerated degree. In a cynical 
publication, written in 1792, which comments with no 
e^iKK^ial partiality on the merits of tlie various lawyers 
of celebrity, Lord Thurlow is thus dealt with : — 

' Tetmm uito omniA Tultum, 
Monstrum homnduin, infonne, inseiu. 

* There is not a man in England, of any [xirty, size of 
understanding, or political complexion, whose business, 
views, or movements have led him to speculations of 
this kind, that is not firmly persuaded and satisfactorily 
informed of the steadiness, uniformity, and inflexibility 
of the overruling principle that directs his conduct 
Though earth, hell, and heaven were to club their 
influence and unite in threatening him with worldly 
disgrace, future punishment, and eternal reprobation, 
they must carry their threats into actual execution 
before they could intimidate him fix>m pursuing the 
great principle of his nature. He is not an example of 
mean insinuation, but stands, says an elegant diurnal 



r 



* An ImpuiMl Report ol «U Um Prooeodingi in Parluuncnt on tho 
kto ImpnrUnI Subjoct of a Regency. London, 17S0, pp. 511, 612. 
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writer, amidst the warrin<r factions of the times like chap. 
the Cliau of the Usbecs, too fonnidable to be visited *•« — ^-^^ 
with contumely, though too savage to create esteem. ^^*^ 
His enemies, who hate him with rancour rather than 
enmity, dare not question his integrity, nor can they 
charge him with any action deserving reproach.' ^ 

Lastly, the King and Queen always considered them- 
selves as princijially indebted to Lord Thurlow for the 
maintenance of their interests during the King's illness. 
The Queen's letters, especially, show an amount of 
truht in the Lord Chancellor which it is difficult to 
believe misplaced. 

We find, then, tliat tlie story is inconsistently told, 
that there are material discrepancies in the versions of 
its diflferent authors, that it contradicts Uie generally 
received opinion of Lord Thurlow's character, and tliat 
it was disbelieved by those of his contemporaries who 
were the most likely to be able to form on accurate 
judgment. On such evidence no impartial jury would 
for a moment convict. The character of our public 
men is too precious a heritage to be trifled away by 
gossiping stories and vague reports : the verdict of a 
discerning and impartial posterity should be founded 
on the laws of truth and justice, and borne out 
by undeniable facts: and any conclusion whidi 
implicates the honour and integrity of a great public 
man, should be arrived ot with hesitation and a real 
reluctance. 

The following letters, whicli contain the judgment of 

' Striciurai on tho LivM und Oumicten of tho Mott Eminont Law- 
yon of tho IVosoiit Dny. Dublin, 1700. 
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CHAP, an eminent man on this episode, will, I believe, be read 
▼in. ... 
^— ■ "^ with mterest :— • 

vrm. 

From Lard Holland to George Lord Kenyan.^ 

' My dear Lord, — ^I have just got and looked at Mr. 
Croly's book, and my uncle's letter in p. 101. I never 
rocuUoct having seen it before. 

* Unquestionably it does not substantiate the charge 
of treacheiy or of being " hired *' against L** Tliurlow. 
Nor does it the least justify the coarse or disgusting 
language of the author, or, I must take leave to add, 
of Mr. Burke, about him. Where, after all, would 
liave been the blame of acting and uniting with men 
with whom he had differed or quarrelleil on other 
I)omts« when he agreed and had been reconciled with 
them on those immediately before him P The letter 
tallies pretty nearly with my recollection, or, I sliould 
rather say, impression of the transaction. It proves, I 
think, distinctly, tliat there were hopes among tlie 
Prince's fnends, and, as I believe, in the Prince Iiimself, 
of L' Thurlow's accession, and it almost proves tliat 
Thurlow had, more or less, listened to some overt.ures, 
or had, as the phrase is, coquetted a little, tliough not 
distinctly accepted any propositions. It also niises a 
further inference that a knowledge of Mr. Fox's unwil- 
lingness to pass over h^ Loughborough was an ingre- 
dient in the ultimate determination of L"* Thurlow to 
adhere to Mr. Pitt and his Bill, and I was upon the 
point of adding, annex the Great Seal to that anomalous 
act ; but I check myself, not only from an unwillingness 
to shock your ears by any disparaging epithet to a law 

* Sneeeeded hit fattier m 2nA Lord Kenyon in 1H08 ; died 1866. 
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m 

vhich I know you warmly approve, but from a recol- .chap. 
lection tliat the consummation of that courageous act ^^ » ^^ 
in a lawyer was reserved for your friend L* Eldon, and ^'^^^ • 
that those who knew Thurlow better than you and I, 
always maintained that he would never have screwed 
his courage to t/ie sHckitig place so literally as to have 
actually stuck the wax to a Commission of which the 
King (he would not forget) could not have been cogni- 
sant. You have, and should have, an hereditary respect 
for Thurlow, who was a great friend of your fiither*s, 
and I assure you I feel regard and even gratitude for 
his memory, from personal obligations to him and 
for much amusement and instruction derived from his 
convei^sation. But I am afraid^ if truth be our object, 
we must acknowledge tliat he was not quite so wise as 
ho looked (that, my uncle said droUy, was impossible), 
nor quite so inflexible and pure in his political prin* 
ciplcs as his sternness and moroseness of demeanour 
seemed to denote, and as his impracticable and unac- 
commodating way of dealing with his friends would, to 
be excused, have required. I have myself known 
enough of his proceedings with the late George IV. 
and his Court, when Prince of Wales, to convince me 
that the imputed duplicity of his conduct in 1788 is 
not utterly incredible or contradicted by his general 
character. I have a notion that Mr. Fox did, against 
his judgment and wishes, speak or write to Lord 
Loughborough in the sense he alludes to in his note to 
Sheridan, and that Loughborough's answer (which, 
unless I am mistaken, was far from being a short and 
simple ** content '*) is at Holland House. When I go 
there I will search, and if I find it you shall have a 

p 
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CHAP. copy. Fray understand that the uneasiness of Mr. 
-^- ■ ' i^ Fox arose from no general preference of L' Lough- 
^^^ borough over Thurlow. He was thro' life more inti- 
mate with the latter and greatly preferred his society. 
Neither was he, as Croly ignorantly pretends, pledged 
to L , but he was on that, as on all occasions, very 
averse to sacrifidng to mere convenience the fair 
claims of a supporter for the purpose of gaining an 
opponent, a feeling which, I hope, will always charac- 
terise those who profess to act on his principles. When 
I am at H' H" you shall hear more on this subject ; 
but perhaps you cry men^, and have had more than 
enough already.-— Frussia another time. 

*Vab8all Holland. 

* Postscript to the foregoing.-^ I sent three questions 
to a person weU acquainted with the characters and 
events of 1788 and 1789, and you will here find them 
and the substance of his answers. 

* Ist Query. — ^How far Thurlow listened to proposals 
from F. of Wales and his friends to continue him in 
the office of Chancellor on the Frince of Wales be- 
commgB^entP* 

* Answer. — ^Thurlow listened to proposals from the 
Frince of Wales and his friends to continue him in the 
office of CShancellor on the F. becoming Begent How 
far he listened is not so easy to say, because he had no 
conditions to make and not any were made to him ; 
but he recdved the proposal and had it under consi- 
deration for some time. It was, however, over before the 
question of the Fhantom was agitated in the House of 
Lords. How the pn^osal was ushered in is not exactly 
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known, but Dr. Warren was tlic go-between. Sheridan 
and Payne were the persons in the Prince's confidence 
in this and all other subjects of his arrangements, and 
regulated his interviews with persons who were to 
become connected with his Administration. From 
Sheridan and Payne was learnt the existence of this 
intrigue with Thurlow. Tlie Prince had strong pre* 
possessions that it would be greatly for the benefit of 
his government that Thurlow should be his Chancellor, 
and that his influence would defeat the creation of the 
Phantom in the House of Lords, and prevent the 
restrictions on the Regency. Thurlow did not 
discourage the proposals of the Prince to become his 
Chancellor.* 

* 2nd Query. — How far Loughborough acquiesced in 
any arrangements which would have prevented the 
Seals being ofTcrcd to him ? ' 

* Aiisioer. — Loughborough never acquiesced in any 
arrangement which would have prevented the Scab 
being offered to him. — Li Moore*s Life of Sheridan, 
Mr. Fox's letter to Slieridan appears precisely as 
quoted by Croly, and the terms of that letter confirm 
the opinion thnt Dr. Warren was the go-between, and 
that the period must have been antecedent to any 
discussion in the House of Tx>rds on the Phantom ; 
but in Payne's letter to Sheridan there is matter which 
seems to establish that Loughborough might be ac- 
quainted with what was taking place with Thurlow, 
and he might possibly have acquiesced, tho' this con- 
clusion would \ye a rash one. Payne in a letter to 
Sheridan says (see Moore's Life of Sheridan, p. 23) 
•* The Piince was much pleased with my conversation 

p *2 
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CHAP, with Lord Loughborough, to whom I do not write, as 
^» » * I conceive 'Us the same writing to you/' 
19M. < Y\\£% measure of the Phantom passed ; the King's 
iUness continued, and there was every reason to sup- 
pose that the B^ency would be established imder the 
restrictions. The Prince was determined to make a 
new Ministry, of which the Duke of Portland was to 
be first Lord of the Treasury, and Mr. Fox Secretary 
of State, to lead the House of Commons. The question 
as to the Great Seal was rendered a very difficult one 
as fiir as Loughborough was concerned. The Chancellor 
would not have the iisual reversion of a Tellership, 
and Loughborough's private fortune was circumscribed 
in the event of a change. He was roused by what 
had taken place at the commencement of the King's 
illness on the intrigue with Thurlow, and he was not 
without suspicion of an intention on the part of the 
Prince to intrigue with Thurlow again.' 

* Srrf (X^iwry. — What was the event, if any, which 
induced Lord Thurlow to disappoint the expectations, 
80 confidently entertained by the Prince, of his joining 
his par^ and opposing the Phantom and the B^ency 
Bill?' 

Mn^t^er.— Lord Thurlow found the whole nego- 
tiation troublesome, and the conclusion uncertain. 
He could not fiul to know that his appointment to the 
Oreat Seal was by no means agreeable to Mr. Fox, and 
did not meet with bis cordial concurrence* He saw 
that it was better to slip out of it; and he did so in a 
maimer, and with public declarations, suited to his 
general conduct^ disregarding entirely what might be 
imputed to him. This may have been aided by Lord 
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KenyoQ b^ng engaged about that time in trying to chap. 
bring about a good understanding between Lord * . ■» 
Thurlow and Mr. Pitt, and other of his colleagues.* ^^^ 

I 

p 

\ *' The same informant says to me, in his letter :— - 

* *^ I am satisfied Mr. Fox had no personal intenriew 
with Thurlow, and I do not think the Prince had any 
with him, on die subject of the Seals ; possibly Sheridan 
and Payne might have had, but Warren was the go* 
between** 

* Thurlow could not be said to betray or desert Pitt, 
for he acted with him afterwards and supported his 
measure. 

*Mr. Fox's letter, it may be said, proceeded on 
hearsay, but he must have had Thurlow's inclinations 
imprinted on his mind (my informant is right here) : 
my uncle would never have engaged to do what waa so 
very disagreeable, if he had not been satisfied that 
Thurlow courted it, although, as appears by the letter, 
he had no opinion of the courtship leading to a union, 
and only yielded to tlie Prince's importunity, or, if you 
will, command.* 

Lord IloUand to George Lord Kenyon. 

' Newbiiiy, Deoembor IS, 1S3S. 

^ My dear Lordr— Your letter of the 16 th ^reached 
me this morning, at Bowood, and I do not like to let a 
post pass without acknowledging how much I am 
flattered by your consulting me on a topic which the 
lapse of time has made historical, and how much I 
was interested on perusing the extract fix>m your 
father's diary. It would give mc^ great pleasure to 



214 LIFE OF LORD KENYON. 

CHAP, ftirnish you with any facts to illustnitc the point on 
^ ■ ^ which you enquire, but till I have an opportunity, at 
^^ Holland House, of looking over such papers as I have 
relating to the evenU of 1788 and 1789, I should be 
afraid of misleading you, by reporting as such my mere 
recollections of so distant a period. I am not without 
hopes of finding, among my uncle's papers, some things 
wUch may elucidate the nature and extent of his com- 
munications with Lord Thurlow, during the late King's 
first illness of 1788. That tliere was some communi- 
cation, I am pretty confident, and it was always tlie 
opinion of thoese with whom my uncle was then, and I 
have been since connected, in politicks, tliat but for 
Mr. Fox's determination not to ofler the Seals to 
Thurlow, without giving Lord Loughborough the 
refusal of them, L** Thurlow would have connected 
himself more closely with the Whigs and the Prince 
of Wales. This, however,, might be the persuasion of 
eager partisans, without sufficient ground. It is also 
fair to L* Thurlow's memory to remark that, in taking 
a diflerent view of the Begeney question from Mr. Pitt 
(if he had done soX he could not have been justly 
taxed with inconsistency or desertion, much less witli 
treacliery — for the question was entirely new, and 
though in office with Mr. Pitt, he was certainly not then, 
and, probably, for a considerable time had not been, 
veiy oMdially united with him. — ^His fiaimous speech, 
iu which he used the memorable words, **When I 
foi]get my King, may God foi^ me,** on which 
Wilkn, from under ike Anme^^ made the irreverent 
remark: *^ Forget you I youll have no such luck— > 

■ Vyk fitffw, p. 901, imIc 
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he'll see you d — d first," certainly somewhat surprised 
tlie Prince and his political friends, and had, it was 
always said, been resolved upon tlie night before, upon 
learuiug that, in case of a Bcgency, the Seals would, in 
the first instance, be oflercd to L"* Loughborough. 
Your father deems to have acted the part of a common 
friend, in exerting himself to keep L' Thurlow and Mr. 
ritt together on that occasion, but there is, I think,* 
little doubt that there was some difierence on that and 
other matters subsisting between them, and that Lord 
Thurlow, by his language and communications, both 
with tlie Prince and my uncle, had shown a strong 
inclination to separate himself from his colleagues, on 
the Kcgcncy question. According to the version of 
my uncle's friends, his inclination was altered on 
learning the adherence of Mr. Fox to his political 
friend, L"* Loughlx>rouglL I have let my pen run on, 
but you must consider this as the mere report of the 
Whi;/ gossip of the time, and subsequently — I do not 
voudi for it, but I hope to be able to give you 
something more accurate when I have access to my 
papers. Believe me, my dear Lord, 

* Truly yours, 

' Vassall Holland.' 

From Lord UoUand to George JLord Kenyan. 

* Holland Home, Januaiy 6. 

* My dear Lord,— -According to my promise, I have 
looked over my uncle's papers, in the hopes of finding 
some letter or note which would answer your question 
and elucidate both the causes and result of the letter 
to Sheridan, which you found in Mr. Croly's book. I 
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CHAK have, however, been unsuccessful. The letter of L' 

VIII. 

Loughborough, which, either from careless pcnisal of 
it some years ago, or from imperfect recollection 
of it afterwards, I had imagined related to negotia- 
tions of 1788 or 9, was manifestly written (tho* the 
date of the year does not appear on the face of it) 
at the time the 8eals were in commission, during the 
Coalition Administration in 1783 — ^it is docketed in 
some secretary's handwriting, **Lord Loughborough: 
his sentiments upon administration ; how far service- 
able the accession of L' Thurlow might be to its 
permanency or interests.*' This it was which, probably, 
misled me. However, as you take interest in such 
matters, and the letter is well vnritten and curious, I 
have had it copied out, and send it to you. It will, 
perhaps, raise a conjecture in your mind, as it certainly 
confirms a persuasion in mine, that L' Thurlow was 
at no time so devoted an adherent to Mr. Pitt, or even 
to the Court, as to make him inaccessible to nego- 
tiations and coquettings with adverse parties, or to 
induce him to think that a coalition with them would 
be an act of treachery or ingratitude. It will also, 
very possibly, account, in your mind, as it docs in 
mine, for the very strong expressions of dislike to the 
poli<7 of giving up Lord Loughborough, which occur 
in Mr. Eoz's letter to Sheridan. My uncle had, no 
doubt, the recollection of Loughborough's handsome 
behaviour to him and L' North, in 1788, fresh in his 
mind in 1788; and, not impossibly, as strong an 
impression the other way of Thurlow's conduct in 
Lord Bockingham's Administration. It was repugnant 
to his nature to sacrifice the just pretensions of a friend 
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to the policy of pleasing, or the convenience of win- chap. 
ning, probably for a short time, an enemy. When, ^ * • 
however, I use the words friend and enemy, I mean 
only political supporter and adversary, for, as to 
friendship, Mr. Fox had much more private inter- 
course, indeed intimacy, with Lord Thurlow than with 
1^ Loughborough, and liked him much better in every 
relation, except that of a colleague or political associate, 
in which latter, even I knew enough of him to know 
he did not shine. His opinion on the Phantom, and 
the method of proceeding on the Itegeucy, varied ; 
above once he consulted Uai^rave very much on the 
precedents and legal views of the question, and was, 
either from indecision of opinion, or from political 
caution, wavering for some time between the two or 
more methods proposed. It was while his mind was 
in that state, that both Sheridan and Uie Prince were 
so eager and so sanguine about his accepting the Seals 
from the Prince Begent Which of the two suggested 
that notable scheme to the other I know not, but both 
of them at all times were not only ready, but on the 
look out, to curry favor or to gain advantages from 
an enemy by the sacrifice of friends. In looking for 
Loughborough's letter, I have fallen in with mucli 
more about Thurlow, in 178S. He, probably, dis- 
pleased L' North's warm friends (L"* North was too 
good-humoured to be displeased with any living 
creature) by remaining in with L"* Bockingham and L* 
Shelbiume, and he thwarted and offended L^ Bocking- 
ham*s and L' Shelbume*s Cabinets by giving them 
the **funtest and loosest'* support possible. L^ 
Loughborough ingratiated hunsclf extremely, in the 
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meanwhile, by his steady adherence to If Nortli, both 
before and after the CoaUtion ; the consequence was 
that, on the formation of the Coalition Administration, 
L' Thurlow was nee Foxio nee Northio diseenHenHbtis^ 
what Walpole miscaUs ** proscribed." Now, I think, 
my dear Lord, you will say, **Hold, enough," and 
have hardly patience enough to hear a word about 

Papists and Bussians. 

* I am, my dear Lord, 

•Truly yours, 

•Vassall Holland.' 

Hie following extracts from Lord Kcnyon's diaiy 
have reference to tlie forgoing events: — 

' Nov. 29 ^Dined at Mr. PiU's : Lord Chancellor, 

Marquis of Stafford, Earl of Chatham, Marquis of Car- 
marthen, Visc^ Weymouth, Lords Sydney and Hawkes- 
bury. Consultation on pubUck affairs. The King was 
removed this day from Windsor to Kew. 

* Dec. 1.— Dined at Marquis of Stafford's : same 
company as at Mr. Pitt's, with the addition of Earl 
Camden. Signed a paper with the Cabinet Ministiy, 
requesting the Queen to take upon her the manage- 
ment of the King's person during his illness. 

^ Dee. 8 Dined at Lord Sydney's : L' Chanc', &c. ; 

and consulted about what was to be done at Privy 
Council, and in Parliament. Attended the Privy 
Council ; examining physicians, &c. 

*Dee. 4. — Parliament met on the adjournment. 
Dmed at Lord Chancf"', with the Marq" of Stafford. 
Much confidential conference, wherein the Marq* and I 
agreed iu our wishes about the Chancellor's conduct. 
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^Dec. 7 Lord Chancf with me about publick chap. 

aflain. ^ ■ ^ 

* Dec. 8.— Dined at L* Chanc^. He in vciy ill ^'^^ 
humour with Mr. Hit I endeavoured to soothe him, 

and stated the impropriety of his thinking of private 
quarrels in this crisis of publick business. 

^ Dec. 12. — ^Dined with L"* Chanc', who had beea 
this day with the King, at Kew. 

' Dec. 14. — ^Twice at Mr. Pitt's to meet some of the 
Cabinet, about the motion to be made on Tuesday ia 
the House of Commons. 

« 1789, Jan. 4.— Sent for by Mr. Pitt, to attend a 
Cabinet on the Regency. 

* Jan. 6. — ^Attended another Cabinet Council. 

* Jan. 25 At Cabinet Council at Mr. Pitt's. 

* Feb. 3. — ^At a Cabinet Council at L' Chanel in 
evening, settling the Begency Bill. 

' Feb. 20 ^Dined at L"* Chanc*^, who had been at 

Kew with the King, and had much conversation with 
him, whicli he related to me. 

' Feb. 24. — ^Dined with L** Chanc', who had been at 
Kew with the King, and with the Prince. 

* March 5. — ^At Kew with the King, by his special 
command. Had a long pi ivate conference. He de- 
livered me many of his private papers to take home 
and consider for him : treated me most graciously.' 

It was at this interview that the King put the some- 
what embarrassing question to the Chief Justice :<— 

* Frederick only voted once against us ; did he ? ' 

( Your Majesty,' he replied, * must be aware to what 
trials one in his situation is exposed.' 

* Very tnie,* said the King, * veiy true.' 



220 UFE OF LORD KENYON. 

CHAP. Tlie King's recovery was celebrated by a service in 
^- » '* Westminster Abbey ; and by a general illumiaation, of 
17W» ^hich Lady Eenyon gives the following account :— 

*The town will be beautiful, for there are more 
devices than ever I saw : Lord Mansfield's house has 
O. B. in little lamps on the outside his house. Many 
have a crown, and G. B. ; some the word ** Bcjoice " 
over the gateway ; at the Bolls there are 300 lamps to 
form the crown and 6. B.— always a touch extraor- 
dinary there. Lord Chesterfield's house they say is 
covered with Scripture plirases. . . . Lord Kenyon is 
dining at the Duke - of Bichmond's. He was at Kcw 
on Sunday, found the King vastly well, staid with 
him above an hour, was most graciously received and 
entrusted with as many of his private papers as Lord 
Eenyon could lift into his coach* The King spoke 
with the highest approbation of the Queen's conduct, 
spoke of the Duke of Oloucester with afiection, of 
Cumberland with compassion, of some of the rats 
with contempt ; but saying they had done as he ex- 
pected thqr would, if ever they found an opportunity. 
Some of them will be turned out of their places, and 
I hope honester men put in. It is expected the Prince 
will make a speech to-night in the House. It is well, 
if he does not expose himself I dare not write all I 
could tell you about his party. Lord Kenyon goes 
again to Kew on Tuesday/ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Trud of StoekddU^Mr. Fen'* LiM BiU^TmpeaokmmU of Waftm 
Eatiingi — Dumiisal of Lord TkurlmiH-Ccwper — TlU French 
Bevolution — Alien Act, 

(1789—1792.) 

Oke of the most important cases which came before 
Lord Kenyon in the early part of his judicial career, 
was that of the King v. Stockdale. ^^** 

A certain Mr. Logan, a minister at Leith near 
Edinburgh, had taken considerable interest in the 
trial of Warren Hastings. He was one of the 
authors of the English Beview, and in that capacity 
had investigated the subject with some care, and 
amassed a considerable stock of information, which 
he thought it worth while to print and publish. He 
accordingly brought out a pamphlet which professed 
to give a fair and impartial account of Hastings' 
administration. 

Unfortunately for its author, the pamphlet contained 
also some unfair and by no means flattering comments 
on the conduct of the House of Conunons and the 
managers of the impeachment 

It stated, amongst other matter, that the Oommons 
had voted thirteen out of the twenty articles without 
even reading them. 

Fortunately for the country, and for the House of 
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CBAP. Commons, considerable licence is now allowed to the 
"* public prints in their comments on tlie proceedings of 
iTBi. the l^islature : but in the reign of Gleorge HE., such 
an assertion as the foregoing was rank blasphemy. 

The matter was warmly taken up by Mr. Fox, who 
complained in his place in Parliament of the breach of 
privilege which it involved, and threatened to prose- 4 

cute Stodcdale, the publisher, for a libel. 

From various causes, the trial was deferred for nearly 
two years, when it came on in the Court of King's 
Bench, before Lord Kenyon. The Attorney and 
Solicitor-General, Bearcrofl and Wood, appeared for 
the Crown ; while Stockdale was defended by Erskine 
and Dayrell. 

The prosecution was temperately conducted; Uhe 
oflence,' said Macdonald, ^ I impute to him is that of 
calumniating the House of Commons, not in its ordi- 
nary legislative character, but when acting in its accu- 
satorial capacity.' Erskine's defence was one of his 
most brilliant efforts. 

* On the day of the trial, the rules of the Court did 
not permit any further postponement, and Mr. Erskine 
was so ill, that it is remembered in Westminster Hall 
he was scarcely able to stand up to address the jury.' ^ 
He, notwithstanding, electrified his audience by the 
briUiancy of his ailment and the passion of his 
appeals. 

After the Attorney - Oeneral had replied. Lord 
Kenyon summed up. He said : — 

* Gtentlemen of the jury, I do not feel called upon to 

■ 8tote Triftli, toI. uii. p. 358 ; Edinlmrgh lUrieir, roL xvi. p. 109. 
Of. aIm Lnrd StMihrfpe. 
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discuss the nature of this libel, or to state to you what 
the merit of the composition is, or what the merit 
of the argument is ; but merely to state what the ^^^^ 
questions are to which you are to apply your judg- 
menti and the evidence given in support of this 
information. It is impossible, when one^reads the 
preface to it, which states that the libel was written 
to asperse the House of Commons, not to feel that it j 

is a matter of considerable importance : for I do not j 

know how far a fixed general opinion that the House i 

of Commons deserves to have crimes imputed to it, 
may go : for men that are governed will be thereby 
much influenced by the confidence which should be 
reposed in Government. Mankind will never forget 
that governors are not made for the sake of them- 
selves, but are placed in their respective stations, to 
discharge the functions of their oflice for the benefit 
of the public, and if they should ever conceive that 
their governors are too inattentive to their duty, as to 
exercise their functions only to keep themselves in 
power, and for their own emolument, without attend- 
ing to the interests of the public, government must be 
relaxed, and at last crumble into dust ; and therefore, 
if the case be made out which is imputed to the 
Defendant, it is no doubt a most momentous case 
indeed : but though it is so, it does not follow that the 
defendant is guilty ; and juries have been frequently 
told, and I am bound, in the situation in which I stand, 
to tell you, that, in forming your judgment on this case, 
there are two points for you to attend to, namely :-— 

Whether the Defendant, who is charged with having 
published this, did publish it : and whether the sense 
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CHAP, which the Attorney-Oeneral by his inuendoes in this 
w J^^l^ information has affixed to the different passages, is fairly 
!»•. affixed to them. 

• *In applying the inuendoes, I accede entirely to 
what was laid down by the Counsel for the Defendant, 
that you must upon this information make up your 
minds that this was meant as an aspersion upon the 
House of Commons, and I admit also, that in forming 
your opinion, you are not bound to confine your 
inquiry to those detached passages which the Attorney- 
General has selected as offensive matter and the subject 
of prosecution. But let me on the other side warn 
you, that though there may be much good writing, 
good aigument, morality, and humanity in many parts 
of it, yet if there are offensive passages, the good part 
will not sanctify the bad part. .... 

*If I were prepared to comment upon the pamphlet, 
in my situation it would be improper for me to do it : 
my duty is fulfilled when I point out to you wliat the 
questions are which are proposed to your judgment, and 
what tlie evidence is upon the questions : — the result 
is yours and yours only.' 

I have inserted this direction somewhat at lengtli, as 
it was afterwards made the subject of an eccentric but 
violent attack in the House of Lords. It must be acknow* 
ledged that Lord Eenyon here conceded much of the 
prindple for which he afterwards fought so desperately, 
that the question of libel or no libel is for the judge and 
not for the jury to decide ; nor can his language on this 
occasion be considered quite consistent with the tena- 
city with which he opposed Mr. Fox*s Libel Bill. This 
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subject, which had long engaged the attention of chap. 
lawyersi was now brought prominently before Parlia- 
ment. The prosecutiou of Luxford, the printer of the 
Morning Herald, furnished an ostensible reason for an 
alteration in the law of libd. lie was convicted of 
printing and publishing a libel on the King's Ministers, 
and was sentenced to be imprisoned for twelve months 
and to stand in the pillory. The severity of his 
sentence seemed altogether out of proportion to his 
offence, and the excitement which it raised encouraged 
Mr. Fox to bring the whole subject before the House 
of Commons. In a long and able spcedi, he showed 
the anomalies which occurred in trials for libel, and 
resisted the doctrine, which had originated with Lord 
Baymond, and had received the sanction of the Great 
Ix)rd Mansfield, that the question of libel or no libel 
is matter of law and not matter of fact. A Bill affirm- 
ing the rights of juries to judge of the innocence or 
criminality of the subject-matter was passed through 
the House of Commons during the Session of 1791, 
and came before the House of Lords for a second 
reading on the 8th of June. The Lord Chancellor, 
however, succeeded in postponing the consideration of 
the Bill till the following Session : when he took every 
opportunity of opposing its progress. 

He was joined by Lord Kcnyon, whose averaon to 
the measure was no less sincere. 

*He expressed his dislike to the loose and vague 
manner in which the Bill was worded. He declared 
its principle to be a direct contradiction to the practice 
of a long series of years ; and that it was totally 
inadequate to the purpose it was meant to effect It 
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CBAP. tended to alter the established law of the realm, and, 
w * considered in that light, was a new and a dangerous 
^"^ innovation upon the Constitution. Lord Hale, one of 
the brightest ornaments of the English law, hod defined 
the extent of the power of juries in so dear a manner, 
that no room was left for a doubt, ** the province of 
tlie jury is to find the fact, the law remains with the 
judge : unless the law and the fact are blended to- 
gether: in that case the jury either find a verdict 
generally or specially, stating the fact and leaving the 
application of the law to the judges." Lord Kenyon 
concluded by moving that a series of questions be 
referred to the Judges for their opinion. 

*(1). On the trial of an information or indictment 
for libel, is tlie criminality or innocence of the paper 
(set forth in such information or indictment as the 
libel), matter of fact or matter of law, where no 
evidence is given for the defendant ? 

* (2). Is the truth or falsehood of the written or printed 
paper material, or to be left to the jury, on the trial 
of an indictment or information for a libel, and does it 
make any diflerenoe in this respect, whether the epithet 
fiilse be or be not used in the indictment or information V 

Lord Loughborough added some fuiiher questions, 
and the whole were referred to the Judges : who gave 
th^ opinion in the course of a few days through the 
Lord Chief Baron. 

The answers, which, as Lord Camden observed, were 
very abstruse, agreed in the main with the doctrine 
then prevalent The promoters of the Bill pressed it 
forward none the less resolutely, and on the debate on 
the second reading, were materially aided by Lord 
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Camden* whose high character and great legal know- 
ledge commanded universal resj^ct He was followed 
by Lord Stanhope, who made an eccentric attack upoa 
the Chief Justice : — 

* The learned lord who pi-esided over tlie Court of 
King's Bencli had on a former day, among other very 
extraordinary expressions, said that ** he found, from 
tlie Bill, that libellers had their friends.'* [Lord Kenyon 
denied that he had said any such thing.] The learned 
lord had been Uie Judge in the case of Stockdale, and 
it was the illegal direction to the jury given by the 
Judge that had been the occasion of the present Bill. 
He commented on that direction, and said, in any case, 
whetlicr of miurder, buiglary, libel, or anything else, 
the jury were to find not only the crime of murder, 
but whether the prisoner had been guilty of man- 
slaughter, or, in fact, whetlier he was guilty at alL 

* He put the case that an action for a libel was 
brought for using a modern word, not to be found 
in any grammar or glossary, viz. for saying that a 
man was a *^ great bore : " a jury would laugh at such 
a ground of prosecution, but the judges would turn 
to their grammars and glossaries, and not being able 
to meet with it would say, they could not find such a 
phrase as a *^ great bore," but they had found a wild 
boar, whicli no doubt it meant, and yet it could not be, 
as a wild boar had four legs and a man was a two- 
legged animal ; then it must mean that the plaintiff 
was like a wild boar in disposition, which was a wicked 
libel, and therefore let the defendant be hanged. 
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CHAP. * He mentioned Blackstone's declaration, that there 
1 , ^ was no more liberty yi tliis country than there was 
1T». formerly in France, or at present in Turkey, and the 
great difference between a trial by jury and a suit in 
Chancery. The one decided a cause in a day ; the 
other continued, not from year to year, like Mr. Hast- 
ings* trial, but from generation to generation. In his 
own family, in the Court of Chancery of Ireland, a 
suit had been pending, which, considered as a suit in 
Chanceiy, was tolerably soon ended, viz. — in forty-two 
years, and then the parties took it out of Court and 
concluded it by a compromise, and that was what was 
emphatically termed Chancery dispatch. This reminded 
him of a celebrated bon mot of a noble ancestor of his. A 
person had bought a horse, which proved uncommonly 
restive and unruly, overleaping every fence and mound 
within which he was placed. The gentleman wlio 
owned the animal, mentioned the circumstance to the 
late Earl of Chesterfield, and said, he believed he must 
build a wall round the horse to keep him in due 
bounds ; when the Earl said, *^ Put him in the Court of 
Chancery, and Til warrant you he'll never get out of 

it"' 

^Lord Eenyon said, after the unprovoked attack 
that had been made upon him, he must appear the 
meanest of mankind in their lordships' estimation, if 
he did not endeavour to repel the attack. Every man 
could not command the great abilities, and the great 
eloquence that they had heard exhibited that day, but 
there was one thing in every man's power, viz.— 
venidty. The noble lord, instead of instructing him- 
self upon points respecting which he had the means of 
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• 
information, chose rather to attack him upon false chap. 

facts ; he surely, therefore, had some right to oomplain. 
With regard to Stockdale's trial, the noble Earl had 
misstated the whole of that matter. The jury in that 
coflc had brought in a verdict completely satis&ctory 
to his mind, nor had he at the time expressed the 
smallest displeasure at it ; and so fiir from his direc- 
tion to the jury in that cause having been wrong, 
Mr. Erskine, the counsel for the Defendant, had told 
him, as soon as the hearing was over, that it was pre- 
cisely what he wished it to have been. The noble Earl 
had done everything to ridicule all that was held 
sacred by every thinking and temperate man. With 
regard to himself, it had never happened to him, when 
he sat as a Judge, to have a dispute with a jury on a 
subject of libel. He mentioned a case, in whicli one 
juryman entertaining an opinion contrary to his advice 
and direction, had stood out, and at length prevailed 
on the other eleven jurymen to come over to his 
opinion, contrary to their own judgment, in conse- 
quence of which they had not broken their oaths, but 
had given an imperfect verdict A new trial, however, 
was granted, and the second jury gave a pretty 
striking proof of the opinion they entertained of 
the former juiy and their verdict, by unanimously 
and almost immediately finding the Defendant guilty. 
He complimented Lord Camden on his mode of argu- 
ing his opinion, which, he said, the noble Earl had 
done with decency, with dignity, and with eloquence. 
He declared no man living admired a trial by jury 
more than he did, and they tiiat saw it most frequently 
would always be those who admu^ it most. Uc 
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quotcid Lord Hardwicke to prove that a Judge of such 
* acknowledged wisdom and integrity was of opinion 
^O^^ that the questions of kw arising upon facts adduced 
in evidence were not to be determined by a jury/ 

[^ The thing which governs greatly in this determi- 
nation is that the point of law is not to be determined 
by juries. Juries have a power, by law, to determine 
matter of fact only ; and it is of the greatest conse- 
quence to the law of England and to the subject, that 
the powers of the Judge and Jury should be kept 
distinct ; that the Jud<](o should determine the law, and 
the Jury the fact ; and if ever they come to be con- 
founded, it will prove the confusion and destruction 
of the Law of England/ ' ] 

Lord Eenyon was opposed on this question to his 
old chief. Lord Lansdowne, who, in a very able speech, 
supported the Bill. *IIe did not blame lawyers for 
making a stand against the present Bill : it was well 
worth a struggle on the part of the profession : it 
was a proud, ambitious profession, desirous of obtaining 
power over all : and if the noble lord at the head of 
the IQng's Bench could overthrow it, as his lordship 
had studied politics as well as law, he would be lord 
paramount of England. The proudest of their lord- 
ships must bend submissive to his nod. Before they 
decided against the Bill, however, let them look at 
what had happened at Bome, as stated in the luminous 
^pages of the ablest historian that ever graced his coun- 
try, and they would see that the very same conduct 
pursued by those who meant to abuse power, when they 
could completely grasp it, was what the Judges had at 

* From H88. imHot for hit speech in Lord K.'i hAndwriiing. 
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all times pursued. At one time, they api^earcd to be cjiap. 
eager to obtain it, then they let it go, tlieu they affected '«— ^i — ' 
to be alarmed, for fear those to be triexl should be 
injured: and had acted as the learned lord at the 
head of the King's Bench had done, when he stated 
liimself to be, in the former debate, so tender to the 
subject that he only wished for the ^lower in order to • 
protect the subject, in cases of trial for libel, from 
being hastily delivered over to judgment by tlie igno- 
rance of juries. Thus they were one day all tyrannyt 
tlie next all humility ; but their design all along cou- 
cexiled the same sting, the same arrow lurking at 
bottom ; and no doubt, when iinnly established, tlie 
same would happen as at Bome, for they all knew 
tliat Bome never saw a day's liberty aftei*wards, and 
what was worse, not a single family knew an hour's 
])eace. What might not hapi)en, he asked, if tlie 
legislature did not prevent it P If God Almighty, in 
Ills mercy, were to send among us another Locke, or 
another Montesquieu, he doubted not but they would 
be deemed libellers. Let noble lords consider what 
had happened. He remembered, when in oflice, having 
found in the Secretary of State's office a note, tliat a 
])apcr was to be prosecuted for having said that the 
King had got a cold.' 

The Bill was op[)Osed in a spirited speech by the 
Lord Chancellor, but was carried on a division by 
iifly-seven votes to thirty-two. The Chancellor, tlie 
Chief Justice, Lord Bathurst, and other Peers, recoixled 
the reasons for their opposition in a protest which 
was entered in the journals. ^ 

< rari. liisi. vol. xxix. pp. V29i, 1431-1431. 
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CHAF. Though he was not suocessfu] in his opposition to 
^. , ■> the Bill, Lord Kenyon must have been gratified by 
^^^^ the tone of the debate, as r^arded his own judicial 
character. One after another, the principal suppor- 
ters of the Bill took the occasion of disdaiuiing any in- 
tention of reflecting on his conduct in his office. The 
Marquis of Lansdowne, especially, pronounced a very 
handsome eulogium on his ci-devant Attomey-Oeneral. 

The Chief Justice had nobly refused to avail himself 
of the privilege to which he was entitled, of selling 
the office of Clerkship of Assize ; and not content vrith 
the abn^ation, had brought in a Bill to abolish the 
office as a useless sinecure. He thus continued to 
carry out in practice tliose measures of economy 
and retrenchment which he had advocated before he 
was elevated to the Bench. 

In allusion to this circumstance, which alone is suffi- 
cient to refute the ungenerous sneers of previous bio- 
graphers at his so-called parsimony, the Marquis said : 
* There was a Bill on the table sufficient to convince all 
mankind of the nobleness of mind which the author of 
it (Lord Kenyon j possessed. The Bill he alluded to was 
a Bill for abolishing the office of Clerk of the Assize. 
Their lordships might know that the 5th and 6th of 
Edward VL prohibited the sale of any office, except 
by the two Chief Justices and Judges of Assize. It 
was well kno¥m that when prisoners had nothing 
else to detain them, they were kept in gaol by the fees 
which they were obliged to pay to clerks of the 
Assise. This was fully explained in a book which 
was. well worthy of thar lordships* perusal — ^Mr. 
Howard's book on Gaols. ... By the Bill on the 



SPEECH OF LOlU) LAXSDOWNE. 

tabic, the noble and learned lord had immortalised chap. 
himself. ^ Although this appeared to be an act of so ^* » ■ 
much virtue, he was not sure that the House of ^^'^ 
Commons had not so modified and altered it, as in a 
great measure to have defeated the benevolent purpose 
of its noble author. He hoped the same nobleness 
of mind would be carried a step further, and get 
that clause in the Act of Edward YI. repealed, 
which excepted Chief Justices and Judges of Assize, 
and allowed them to do that which the Act stated to 
be base and scandalous in any other man. The bring- 
ing in of the Bill respecting the office of clerks of 
Assize, was an act of a single nature and of a single 
kind. He knew the virtue, the disinterestedness, the 
honesty and integrity of the noble lord who had 
brought in that Bill.' « 

The position which Lord Eenyon occupied fur- 
nished him with a sufficient excuse for keeping silence 
in the party debates of the House of Lords, an ex- 
emption of which he was not sorry to avail himselt 
So notorious was his aversion to tlie House of Lords, 
that George the Third is reported to have once said 
to him at a levee : * I hear, my lord, that you would 
ratlicr listen to me than to the Peers.'* If Lord 
Kenyon's reputation as a statesman has suffered in 
consequence of this, it is probable that his position 
on the Bench gained proportionately in dignity. His 
successor. Lord EUenborough, who was persuaded to 
enter the Cabinet, never ceased to regret the step. He 

> The drounitanoe U not eyen mentioned by preTioue biognqplien. 

* Pftrl. Hist. Tol. zxix. p. 740. 

* Townshend'i Livei of Twelve Eminent Judges. 
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afterwariU assui'ed Lord Sidmouth, that if he Iiad 
known how much the appointment would have been 
canvaaaed, he would never have acceptal it ^ 

The Chief Justice, however, was a regular attendant, 
and as a rule supported tlie general policy of the Govern- 
ment When the question arose wlicthcr the impeach- 
ment of Warren Hastings had abated, by the dissolu- 
tion of Parliament, he supported Loixl Thurlow in his 
opinion that die impeachment was at an end. * The 
whole of Uie question appeared to him to lie between 
the two resolutions^ that of 1678 and thatof 1C85. One 
of them had been made on the spur of an occasion, 
which was a bad feature in any rule that was meant to 
apply generally in futiure, and what was still w^oi'se, 
that resolution was meant, as it afteni^'ards turned out, 
to be calcidated to countenance the assassination of an 
individual under colour of law. Whatever, while their 
]iassions were warm and their prejudices strong, men 
might think of tlie convi(*tion and sentence of the un- 
fortunate Viscount Staflbrd, he believed there was no 
man now, when reason had resumed her seat and 
sober reflection had succeeded to tlie violence of party 
feeling, but was ready to agree with him in pronouncing 
the execution of Lord Staflbrd a legal murder/ The 
House of Lords adopted the views of Lords Camden and 
Loughborough in preference to those of Lords Thurlow 
and Kenyon. ' 

The antagonism of Pitt and Thurlow outlived the 
illness of the King. In the House of Lords, especially, 
ilie latter took every opportunity of thwarting Uie 

> 80 Lord Bidmouth told iho aoooud Lord Konynn. 
* Pari. UUt Tol uU. p. 59S. 
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Minister ; aad in private he was continually sneering at chap. 
Pitt and his measures. * If a girl had talked law in ^^ , ^ 
those tcrmsi' he said on one occasion, * she might have ^^*^ 
been excusable.' ^ 

As early as April, 1789, Lord Kenyon endeavoured 
to cflect a reconciliation. 

* With Mr. Pitt, to endeavour, if possible, to remove 
some of the grounds of shyness between him and tlie 
Lord Chancellor.* * 

The eflbrt was unsuccessful. * The Cliancellor,' says 
Wraxall, * remamed during the recess in a state of sullen 
alienation.* The estrangement was increased by the 
hauglitiness of Mr. Pitt, who refused or neglected to 
consult his colleague with respect to matters on whicli ' 
his legal opinion was really required. 

These are alluded to in the correspondence which 
follows. 

It must be owned, whatever had been Pitt*s provo- 
cation, that his conduct was anything but conciliatory. 
No doubt he would even at this period have dis|)en8ed 
with Thurlow*s services, had he felt his position strong 
enough >vithout him. 

This is evident from a letter to Mr. Bose, which I 
quote from his Memoirs : — . 

Mr. PiU to Mr. Rose. 

« Not s, irao. 

* Dear Bose, — ^A person on whom I can entirely rely 
told me yesterday that the Chancellor had said to him 
very lately, that he should probably soon receive a 
letter from Mr. Orenville to give up the Seals, for that 
Mr. Bose had said before a i)erson, who he must have 

> Nickolls* RoooUccUons. * Viury, AprU 34, 1789. 
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known would repeat it, that we bad made up our 
f minds to it, and would go on verj well without him. 
^^^^ You will easily imagine what degree of credit I give to 
this absurd story, but, strange as it is, it is very capable 
of making an impression on his mind. Tlie chief thing 
I want is that you would recollect whether, in any 
company where you thought yourself safe, you have 
used any warm expression about him, as might very 
naturally happen, which could afterwards be exug* 
geratcd or perverted into something that may have 
laid the foundation for the suggestion. 

*As to your having tiaid anything liko what is 
represented, I do not entertain a moment's idea of it ; 
and my object is to trace, if possible, where so mischie- 
vous a suggestion originated, and to consider whether 
it may be worth while to convey some contradiction of 

it to the Chancellor 

* Tours most sincerely. 

So serious did the estrangement appear to the King, 
that he attempted by his personal influence to bring 
about a rapprochement. 

The King to Lord Thurlow. 

' Not. 23, 1780 : Windaor. 

^ My Lord,— It is imjxissible for me not to be much 
impressed by whatever you suggest, particularly on 
legal pomts. I have therefore fully considered your 
idea of having a question stated to the Attorney and 
Solicator-Oeneral whether the intended pension for 
Lord Auckland can be legally granted. As the mea* 

* Roto*t Momoin. 
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Burc was proposed by Mr. Pitt, I thought it right chap. 
to communicate your doubts to him, and my idea ^- » ^ 
of referring it rather to Lord Eenyon, whose legal ^^'^ 
knowledge is certainly equal, and his situation superior 
to that of the above-mentioned gentleman : besides, he 
can be applied to in a less public manner. Mr. Pitt felt 
the propriety of my proposal, and assured me he would 
cordially submit to whatever was the decision of so re- 
spectable a person. Having advanced thus far, it is 
now necessary for me to state tliis proposal to you, who, 
I am certain, cannot but approve of a reference to Lord 
Kcnyon. For the gi*eater precision, I have preferred 
stating tliis on paper to a conversation, and shall take 
no further steps till I hear from you. 

* I also mentioned to Mr. Pitt the industry with 
which a coolness between you and him is propagated, 
and how detrimental such an opinion must be to my 
affairs. He has, in the strongest and most explicit terms, 
assm^ed me of his inclination to live on the most cordial 
terms with you, and is desirous for that purpose of 
having a thorough explanation with you on all subjects, 
and more particularly on those that may have (^) any 
shyness ; I think I am certain your attachment, and I 
may say, affection for me will, when apprised how 
essential I think a good understanding between you is 
to Uie ease of my mind, as well as to the prosperity of 
public affairs, make you equally desirous of having such 
intercourse as may effect what I have so much at 
heart.' 

< George B.* 

« Sio. 

* Copied from the original, kindly lent me hj the Rer. Chanoellor 
lliurlow, Rector of Melpee, Chethire. 
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The following are extracts from the King's letter to 
' Mr. Pitt alluded to above : — 
ITW. 4 J Y^^^^ carefully perused the correspondence trans- 
mitted to me this morning, which has arisen on a 
▼acant office in Scotland, and which certainly shows 
that the Chancellor's temper actuates him more than 
the goodness of his heart and of his head should 
permit But an experience of thirty years convinces 
me that in most men tlie former too frequently has 
the advantage. 

*Mr. Pitt's account of the conversation that has 
since been held by the Cliancellor with Mr. Dundas is 
a proof that he is open to join cordially (which I look 
upon as essential to the public service), provided the 
old complaint on the subject of Mr. Bose could be re- 
moved. 

^ My sentiments can be conveyed on the whole of this 
matter in a few words. The state of the House of 
Lords is such that Opposition have many speakers, and 
on tlie side of Oovemment only the Lord Chancellor 
and Lord Hawkesbury : for the Chief Justice, though a 
worthy man and able lawyer, does not succeed as a 
debater. This shows how necessary it is to remove 
eveiy cause of misunderstanding with the Chancellor, 
who is certainly to be gained by affection. With all 
his appearance of roughness, he has a feeling heart, 
and that alone can guide him in contradiction to his 
temper/ ^ 



* Btealiope't Life of Pill, toI. ii. Appendix, p. xii. Cf. aIho 
Bnckini^Mun Fftpen, Tnl. ii. p. 17^. 
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For Lord Thui-low's answer, I am indebted to his chap. 
relatives :— ^- — ^-^ 

17ML 

Lord Thurlow to the King. 

* By a mistake of his servants which he cannot suffi* 
ciently regret, your Majesty's gracious letter was not 
sent after the Chancellor into the country, which has 
prevented him from making his acknowledgments 
more instantly. 

* There is no merit in showing that anxious attention 
to your Majesty's case wliich every obligation of duty 
and gratitude so indispensably enjoins. In comparison 
of such an object, every topic of private complaint 
must appear too worthless to be remembered. Im- 
pressed with this sentiment, he has always been ready, 
and still remains so, to communicate in the most un- 
reserved manner with Mr. Pitt, upon every subject 
which he has thought, or may think fit to impart to 
him. If he has not been fortunate enough to manifest 
that upon every occasion which has occurred, he has 
disappointed his own intention, which he will pursue 
for the future, if possible, with more care. 

^In the instance of Lord Auckland's pension, Mr. 
Pitt seems to treat the Chancellor's hesitation as a con- 
test with him, which he will cordially submit to the 
decision of Lord Kenyon. But the Chancellor bogs 
leave to assure your Majesty that his hesitation sprang 
entirely from doubts which appear to him serious, 
arising out of the subject itself. 

* There certainly is no opinion in England, in which 
the Chancellor would find so much satisfaction, or re- 
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poee his safety and honour upon with so much confi- 
^ dence, as on that of Lord Kenyon. 

* He humbly begs his Majesty will be assured that 
• no industry shall be wanting on his part, on all other 

occasions, and in every respect, to fulfil effectually 
those commands which his Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to honour him with/ 

The drift of Lord Kcnyon's opinion may be gathered 
from the following, apparently the rough draught of a 
letter to Mr. GrenviUe : — ^ 

* I feel myself in want of apology for not writing to 
you sooner on the subject of the conference I had the 
honour of Imving with you in St. James's Square, but I 
hope my official engagements will be my excuse, and 
besides that excuse, I have failed once or twice of 
finding Mr. Pitt in town, when I called in Downing 
Street. 

* I called at Lord Chancellor's as you wished, to learn 
the grounds of the doubts he entertained, and he was so 
good as to give me written the notes of what his 
searches on the subject of the four and a half per cent, 
had furnished him with ; at the same time expressing 
his opinion that further searches should be made in the 
proper places. When I sat down to begin this letter, 
I tho* of sending you a mere reference to the instru- 
ments to which L' Chancellor referred; but upon 
further consideration I send you the paper he deliv- 
ered to me, begging that I may have it again, when 
you have made such use of it as you Uiink proper. Li 

* Piify, KaTwnl)gr SS.— 'B<ctlyd Hii Blaji^iccmuntmdi, through 
Mr. Orai?in«, to •ndMToiir to aottto difforaioM between the Chan- 
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doing tills I do not transgress his pennissiou, as he told chap. 
me he wished to have the most unreserved communica- 
tion with you and Mr. Pitt on the subject. 

^ The influence which Uicse references have had on 
my mind at present is, that the four and a half per(*^nt. 
cannot, consistent with good faith towards the Colonists, 
be applied for the purposes now intended. The entries 
in the journals of 24th Mardi, 1701, SOth March, 1702, 
and the orders consequent thereupon, are very strong. 
It may be said that these are not legislative Acts bind- 
ing on the executive power, and I do admit that there 
may be a great distinction between reviewing die act 
when done, and considering the expediency of it before 
it shall be done — ^perhaps factum valet, but it docs not 
follow that fieri debet. So much, at present, for that 
head. But be that as it may, I really doubt extremely 
whether the pension in question can be granted consis- 
tent with the Act of 22Dd George 3. c. 82. s. 17. There 
is a particular preamble to that section, and that 
preamble and the enacting words are in very general 
terms. ^ It is tnie tliat most of the provisions of this 
law apply to the Civil List Revenue only : but it is also 
observable that in the 19th Section, and in otlier parts 
of the Act, where the regulations ai*c meant to be con- 
fined to the pensions on the Civil establishment, tlic 
expressions of the Stat. ai*e so confined. 

^Therefore it seems to me at present mucli too 
hazardous to grant a pension to the extent now in- 
tended, without a parliamentary explanation of the 
general words in the 17th Sect. I have seized the first 

' ' And for the better regulfttion of the granting of peneionii, and the 
prevention of abtue or ezoeM therein, be it enacted,' A'o. 

H 
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dup. leisure morning I have had, to give yon tlic trouble of 
this letter. And am, &c.' 



ITM 



Wliatever hopes tliere might sUU have been of an 
ultimate reconciliation were finally extinguished, when 
Mr. Pitt decided to raise Mr. Grenville to the peerage. 

This provoked Lord Thurlow into open hostilities. 

The uncertainty of the Prime Minister as to the con- 
duct of his Chancellor in the Uouse of Lords, was no 
doubt the principal cause of Mr. Grenville's elevation, 
and the Chancellor was not slow to appreciate the 
Alinister's motive. Some of his own supporters in- 
deed remonstrated with Mr. Pitt on this evident mark 
of distnist in the Chancellor, at the very time when he 
was professing a desire for reconciliation with him.^ 

•I cannot but very much regret,* writes the 
Duke of Richmond to him on the 24th, ^ that Mr. 
Grenville's being called up to the House of Lords 
appeared to you to press for such an immediate de- 
cision as to prevent the wish you had of conversing 

with me upon the subject, from taking place 

In the first place, I think it ruin to Mr. Grenville 

* I liave before observed tliat I think Mr. Grenville 
must liave some strong predilection for this measure, 
and perhaps Mr. Dundas, whom you mention to have 
had some concern, at least, in what has led to it, may 
not be sorry to have Mr. Grenville out of way in the 
House of Commons. The hurry and manner in which 
this business was conducted, not allowing twelve 
hours for the return of your messenger, lead me to 

* Ct alfo life of WUberforoe, tdL i. p. 384. <Pitt told mo of 
Gffnnrille*! penvgo uid the tnao retaom (diftnist of hard Thnrlow).' 
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these suspicions ; and, as the French Siiy, I doubt your chab. 
religion and good sense have been surprised. But of ^ 
aU thingit^ tliis is a measure the least calculated to con-- 
ciliate the Chancellor^ w/io is not fond of Mr, GrenviUe^ 
and who with sonic reason will think he ought to have 
been consulted as to the person who is to have the 
lead in the House of Lords. But perhaps Mr. Oren- 
ville and Mr. Dundas, who know that the Chancellor 
does not like cither of them, may not be sorry to force 
him out. I wish this may not end in breaking up that 
Administration on which they both depend.* ^ 

The result, as n^ardcd the Lord Chancellor at any 
rate, was not very far different from that prophesied 
by the Duke. lie at once associated the new Peer 
with the Minister in* his dislike, which gi*ew more and 
more rancorous and intolerable. The situation v^ 
briefly descril)ed by Wraxall : — 

^Thurlow was sullen, stern, and intractable; Pitt 
imperious, inflexible, and dictatorial/ 

Lord Kenyon was assiduous in his good offices. 

• jMarch 25, 1791.—* Breakfast with Lord Giancellor : 
persimded him to confer with Lord Grenville on publick 
measures.' Thus matters went on through the year 
1701 : the Chancellor carrying on a sort of guerilla 
warfare against his colleagues in the House of Lords, 
* proposing nothing, and opposing everything.' It was 
evident that the time was not far distant when the 
two Chancellors must cease to sit in the same Cabinet. 
The crisis was precipitated by the impnidence of Lord 
Orenville. 

The Bangership of St. James' and Hyde Park had 

I Stuiliope*t Life of Pitt, toI. ii. pp. 70, 80. 
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CHAP. &llen vacant on the death of Lord Orfoixl, and Lord 
Orenvillc, who had a keen eye to his own interest, was 
most anxious to obtain a grant of the office /or life in 
excliange for a reversion to an office in Ireland, which 
had been given him some time previously. He sue- 
oeeded in persuading Pitt to support his application. 
* Pitt,' he writes, * is entirely ready to acquiesce in what 
I judge best, though I can see he is to a certain degree 
alarmed at the impression it may make.' ^ 

The l^^lity of the appointment was imquestionably 
doubtful. An Act passed in 1782 ' had regulated very 
Ftrictly the granting of pensions and places for life, and 
the Lord Chancellor was not slow to perceive that it 
was a moot point whether the grant in contemplation 
would not come under its provisions. 

On the subject, he thus addresses Lord Kenyon : — 

Id^rd Thurlow to Lord Kenyon, • 

' Januuy, 1702. 

*My dear Lord, — I don't mean to give you any 
more trouble on the patent, for the reason I told you 
this morning. But having read Trelawney's case, let 
me tell you what occurs upon it 

* The law, as expounded in that case, seems to be 
that an office with a fee to charge the inheritance of a 
Bishop may be granted, since the statute (which does 
not toudi offices), as it was timaUy granted before. 
But if it be granted with new fee, or uniisual term, it 
will not be good ; but considered as a device to chaise 

I Biidnii«(liam P^pM, vol. u. p. 197, 39 Ctooige III. e. 23. { 17. 

* Befora aUuded to— «mI« mtpra^ p. 241. 

* BttdofMd, *Thii wm on Lord GmiTille't obitoiniiig s gnnt of ilio 
BM^tiriiip of Hyde Ptek snd Si. Jameo* Ptek>br Ufa.' 
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the silliest of reasons for going od with tlic silliest of 
Bills, that it lias cost a great deal of time in the House 
of Commons, which, with all the pride of a Minister, 
he commands shall stand as a reason for precipitating 
it through the House of Lords. 

* The Bill for mobbing the Judges he has promised 
shall stand over to next session, which I mention that 
you may keep him to his woixl. 

* Yours, &C. 



While the excitement raised by this ill-advised 

measure was still simmering, the Chancellor committed 

himself to a hostile vote on the National Debt Bill, and 

nearly succeeded in defeating the Ministry. An 

amendment entirely subversive of the principle of the 

measure was only defeated by three votes. So narrow 

an escape convinced Fitt that he could temporise no 

longer. He at once communicated witli the King, 

stating that either he or the Chancellor must resign. 

Tlie King could not long hesitate when the alternative 

was once fiurly before him. 

Even Thurlow saw this, though he was much 
cliagrined. •Tour Majesty,' he said to the King, 
• may soon find another Chancellor, but not another 
le Minister.' 
was nevertheless deeply offended with the King, 
interests he believed he had uniformly consulted, 
M»<1 iprhooe conduct appeared to his somewhat jealous 
'w^t'M^ tuiged with ingratitude. 

-■-"Urlow, under a proud and haughty manner, 
^^"^^^^^^ a peculiarly sensitive Jieart 

this very time he was in the deepest affliction at 
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the elopement of Iiis daughter ; his letters to Lord chap. 
Kenyoii show liow completely unmanned he was by ^- * -' 
the occurrence. Geoi^e the Third perceived the true ^'^^ 
nature of his character better than either his contem- 
|)oraiic8 or his biographers. Ho spoke of him as a 
man of considerable feeling, in wiiose eyes he had 
often seen die tears.^ His old friend Cowper records 
a factf whicli is a pleasing corroboration of the King's 
judgment. * I know well,' he writes, * the Chancellor's 
benevolence of heart, and how much he is misunder- 
stood by the world. When he was young he would 
do the kindest things, and at an expense to himself 
which at that time he could ill aflbrd, and he would 
do them, too, in the most secret manner. I know not 
what is become of her now ; but in tliose days there 
was a certain Miss CSiristian, the daughter, if I mistake 
not, of a Norfolk clergyman, who had been a friend of 
Thurlow's father. The girl was left penniless, and he 
established her in Tavistock Street as a milliner, dis- 
bursing three hundred pounds to furnish a shop for 
her. I went with him to the house, and, having seen 
her, am ready to swear Uiat his motives were not, nor 
could be, of the amorous kind, for she was ugly to a 
wonder. No creature, I believe, knew anything of the 
truly Christian intrigue but myself only. When I 
Uiink on those things, and hear them spoken of, as I 
sometimes do, 

ViBm«iim 
FervexM difficile bile tomet jecur. 

Many a time I have fought his battles, and some I 
have convinced of their error.' * 

I Nichollii* IU)colloctions. 

* Sont]ioy*6 Life of Cowpor, vol. vii. pp. VJ», 120, 
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COAP. Another curious illustration of tlie real kindness of 

IX. 

^- — r^-^ Thurlow's character may, perhaps, be fittingly intro- 
^^'^ duced here. 

The poet Cowper, who had been an early friend of 
the CSiancellor's, was afflicted in later life witli a pro- 
found melancholy. This was mentioned to Lord 
Tlmrlow by Hayley, and was the origin of the following 
correspondence! which has already appeared in 
Soutliey*s Life of Cowper. 
The transaction is thus there alluded to : — 
^Hayley has taken no merit to himself for the 
curious plan which he had brought to bear. His part 
in it is explained by the two following letters from 
Lord Thurlow to Lord Eenyon : they are characteristic 
of their writer, and of that kindness which his rough 
exterior concealed from those only who did not know him 
weU: 

Lord Thurlow to Lord Kenyon. 

* Dulwich, 32nd Novlvr. 1797. 

^ My dear Lord, — I have been pressed by one mad 
poet to ask of you for another a favour, which savours 
of the malady of both. I have waited for an oppor- 
tunity of doing it verbally, but this gout at this time 
of the year makes it uncertain when I can see you. 

*Cowper*s distemper persuades him that he is un- 
meritable and unacceptable to Gfod. This persuasion 
Hayley thinks might be refuted by the testimony of 
pious men to the service which his works have done 
to religion and morals. He has therefore set on foot 
a canvas, by the fetvour of Mr. George Bose, to obtain 
the tcstimonia insignium virorum to these services, by 
which means he very reasonably hopes to obtain the 
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signature of the King, the Bishops, die Judges, and 
other great and religious men, who may happen to be 
found within the same vortex ; but he doubts whether 
one of the chiefs is exactly vdthin the range of that 
impulse, and knowing your goodness to me he has 
urged me to prefer his request. In charity to him I 
liave consented, and if you think it an act of real 
charity to the other, I know you will do it. Cowper a 
worth and talents I was formerly well acquainted with- 
Tlic latter are still better known to the world by his 
writings, which are certainly filled with animated and 
impressive pictures of religion and virtue, and deserve 
every testimonial of his having done them essential 
service. Laudari a laudatis viris must give him plea- 
sure, if his disease will admit of it ; and if the effect of 
it in removing tlie malady may be doubted, the ex- 
periment seems liarmless, at least, and charitable. 

* Yours, &c. 

•T .• 

Lord Thurlatc to Lord Kenyofu 

*' My dear Lord, — ^If I find myself at a loss to write 
about nothing, you, whose mind is much more seriously 
employed, are scarcely better off. It occurs to me 
that the young and active imaginations of Lloyd or 
George ^ would outstrip us both. But to give an outline 
of the sort of letter which I suppose to be required, I 
have sketched the following : — 

« «« Sir, — ^If I must confess that this step is unusual, I 
must lament that the occasion is no less so. 

* ** When inferiour talents are so often misused to 

* Lord Kenyon't iuiiji. 
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ezdte light and petulant thoughts upon subjects tlie 
* most sacred, superiour talents employed to excite a due 
^^^ reverence for them naturally engage the gratitude of 
those who partake of the same zeal. Your animated 
and impressive expressions of piety have fairly earned 
the applauses of the good, by serving effectually the 
cause of religion. If it be thought too presuming in a 
creature to claim merit widi his Creator, the humblest 
•mind may hope that his dutiful endeavours will be 
accepted there. The tribute of my attestation, though 
not flattering to the poet, may yet gratify the Christian^ 
by the assurance that he has been successful in the 
service of our God. This is my .motive, which pro- 
bably will reconcile, to a mind so candid as yours, the 
occasion I have taken to avow the esteem with which 
* ** I have the honour to be. Sir, 

* *^ Your respectful friend and 

* «^ Most obedient Servant, 

* " Kenyon." 

• Tlie object of the letter proposed, as I collect from 
Ilayley, is to persuade him that he is not rejected. 
The blunt assurance of this from a stranger, apropos to 
nothing, must revolt him, if he is not too far gone to 
be moved by anything. But, insinuated, upon an 
occasion smoothed over for the purpose, it may per- 
haps be swallowed. Some care at the same time is 
due to the appearance which such a letter may have : 
for though I hope his friends are too discreet to let it 
be seen by others, yet such an accident is worth look- 
ing ta • 

* Yours, &c. 

•T— 
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Endorsement in Lord Kenyon's Handwridng. 

* The subject of this letter of L"* Thurlow to me ia Mr. iTMi 
Cowper, the poet, author of *^ The Task/* &c, who, bdng 

in a state of melancholy, had expressed a high opinion 
of me to his friend Mr. Hayley, the poet, and others, 
and they thought a letter from me might relieve his 
melancholy. N.B. — I had no sort of personal ac- 
quaintance with him/ 

Lord Thurlow's * black brows * were certainly a 
terror to some of his acquaintances. More than once 
Lord Eenyon was solicited to use his influence to 
propitiate the Chancellor. 

The first of the letters which I subjoin is from Mr. 
Erskine, and the second from Sir Elijah Impey, who 
had been very intimate with Thurlow before ho 
became Chief Justice in India :— 

The IlonbU. Thomas Erskine to Lord Kenycn. 

* FebniAiy 16, 1790. 

* My dear Lord,— I am so much distressed by the 
recollection of what your lordship was so good as to 
mention to me this morning, that I shall be particularly 
obliged by your setting me to rights on the subject. 

* I am anxious about it for more reasons than one. 
In the first place, were the Chancellor perfectly indif* 
ferent to me, any inattention or want of personal 
respect to him would be a gross breach of good 
mannersi for which my birth and station could furnish 
me with no possible excuse : yet that reflection is the 
least unpleasant, because his lordship having always 
honored mc with more attention as a member of the 
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profemon than I have any sort of claim to, and having 
' lately done me the honor to become personally ac- 
^"^ quainted with me as a gentleman, I mjist have appeared 
particularly whimsical and brutal if I had taken that 
reason to be disrespectful, to say nothing of the folly 
of the idea that my attention or the want of it could 
be of any consequence to his lordship. The truth is 
(and which is notorious to all my friends and acquaint- 
ances) that I always have had and have the highest 
and most marked respect for the Chancellor, founded 
upon the opinion I entertain of his great title to it, 
and I was yesterday particularly desirous to make my 
bow to him in the passage from the House ; but seeing 
his lordship in conversation with somebody, which I 
did not know to be Serjeant Adair, I check'd myself 
on a sudden and turned away abruptly for fear of 
oflkiously interrupting the Chancellor when speaking 
to somebody else. The sooner your lordship has the 
goodness to explain me, the more you will oblige 
* Tour Lordship's much obliged and 

' Faithful humble Servant, 

• T. Erskinb.' 

Sir Elijah Impey to Lord Kenyon, 

May 6» 1790. 

/ My Lord, — ^Fearing that my staying away from my 
L* Chancellor when I considered the prosecution 
against me dropt might be thought n^lect, I made 
many attempts, both by letters and personal applica- 
tion, to gain admission to his lordship ; my want of 
success I attributed to my having been too precipitate 
in considering the prosecution over, and that his 
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loixltfhip saw rca^n to think my visits still improper, chap. 
Your lonUhip lately honored me with a communica* 
tion from liord Thurlow, as I understood, by his express 
consent, by which I learnt he was surprised I bad not 
waited on him, and had said he no longer saw any 
impropriety in my attending him, and honored mc 
wiUi tlie a[)pellntion of an old friend. 

* Happy that the bar was taken oiT, I immediately 
waited on him ; was so unfortunate as to find he was 
abroad. I repeated this twice more, with the same 
success. I then wrote to request to know when I 
might wait on him, and, lest my letter might bo laid 
aside and forgot, I onlcred my servant not to deliver 
it except he found his lordship at home His servant 
sent mine to West', where he delivered the letter to his 
lordship, who said he would answer it when he 
returned to Onnond Street. My servant attended for it, 
but was ordered to call again the next morning ; he 
attende<1 accordingly; but the Chancellor went to 
West' without giving any answer. When I had the 
honor of seeing you yesterday morning, I took the 
liberty of consulting you on the propriety of my 
calling on him on my return home at an hour when 
you thought he would certainly be at home ; I went, 
but was denied admittance. I saw his lordship at the 
window. I have no reason to think he saw me. 

^ I can, with great sincerity, say that my desire to 
renew the intercourse I have been honored with, is 
not at all influenced by his high rank and patronage ; 
if I know myself, it arises solely from a sense of grati- 
tude and personal affection : at the same time I must 
confess that the partiality he has shown me was always 
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flattering to me in proportion to his situation, and the 
public estimation of his character ; and that I know 
that under the circumstances in which I have been, 
and indeed still am, any connection with him must be 
peculiarly honorable to me ; and on the other hand, 
after having been permitted to be in some habits with 
him, I feel most sensibly that a total exclusion from 
his house must impress a general opinion that he has 
cause to reprobate my conduct and to esteem any 
intercourse with me to be disgraceful to him. Had 
I any self-conviction that it ought to be the case, I 
should have shrunk from any interview with him; 
had I reason to think it was actually the case, thinking 
myself (as I always have done) particularly answerable 
to him for my official conduct, I should have been 
miserable till I had evinced, to his satisfaction, the 
uprightness of my actions. After the consolation your 
lordship has honored me, when I have expressed 
anxiety on that subject, and after what I have heard 
from otliers to whom his lordship's sentiments were 
known, I will not torment myself with the idea that I 
stand condemned by his judgment. 

* My apprehensions are that something has intervened 
by which I have unintentionally offended him ; your 
lordship would confer a lasting obligation if you could 
procure me information whether I have offended him 
or not, and in what. I have been under very early 
and great obligations to him. His thinking on me in 
his contested election for Tamworth, his kindness and 
assistance to me when Counsel at the Bar and the 
House of Commons, and his procuring me that situ- 
ation which gave me my fortune, arc obligations 
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whidi, in my mind, can never by any means be can- 
celleil or at all diminished. Private habits and friend- 
sliip, which I have been indulged with, have made 
that affection which, had I been at a greater distance, 
could only have bepn gratitude. These are the causes 
which have induced me to have recourse to your 
lordship's mediation. 

* I find myself reduced to the most disagreeable 
dilemma and am puzzled how to act. Should I still 
press to be admitted I may give offence by my impor* 
tunity, and the attempt will therefore be vain. If I 
give it up, his lordship's avocations are such that he 
will never think more of me, or may forget the cause 
of it, and think me neglectful, by which I must lose a 
connexion which fonns a great part of the honor and 
happiness of my life ; and submit to the general, but I 
hope false, impression which must necessarily follow, 
that tho' I have escaped prosecution, yet the best 
friend I ever had, and the ablest and most competent 
judge of my conduct, is so little satisfied with it that 
he has discarded me with disgrace. 

* I have a strong additional reason for wishing to see 
his loixlship before I quit town, for as it is not impos- 
sible that the Parliament may be dissolved before I 
retuni, and it most certainly will be near its conclusion, 
I shall be precluded from conferring with him on a 
subject that my obligations to him require I should 
consult him about. What I mean is this : I have a 
seat in Parliament offered to me at a certain price ; 
your lordship knows from what quarter. Totally 
ignorant as I am of his private political sentiments and 
connexions, and as no consideration under heaven 
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dioukl lead me into a connexion which w' engage me 
to act with those to whom his lordship docs not wish 
^"^ well, I find myself embarrassed until I can lay the 
whole before him and know whether it meets with his 
approbation or not 

* If it be his pleasure I should keep from him, or his 
Idsure will not permit my visits hurt as I shall be by 
the exdunon, and the appearance resulting from it, it 
will be an ease to my mind, if I have given oflence, to 
be suffered to send my excuses or to know thro* y' 
lordship that I have done nothing either in public or 
private by which I have forfeited his regard. Whatever 
the event may be, his favors conferred on me cannot be 
recalled : my obligations therefore must remain the 
name, and my esteem for his public character and 
affection for his person will not be the least abated, 
tho* I may have no opportunity to express the same 
personally. 

* My anxiety has so filled my paper that it ^v' not 
allow me to subscribe myself, on the other sheet, 

* T' Lordship's most obliged and 

' Most humble Ser\ 

*E, Impey/ 

On Lord TliurlowV retirement, the Oi*eat Seal wa<i 
put in commission. Mr. Pitt endeavoured to persuade 
Lord Eenyon to be the First Commissioner. 

* June IsU 1792 — ^With Mr. Pitt about the Great 
Seal. He asked me if I would accept the office of 
First Commissioner of tlie Great Seal on Lord Thurlow's 
rerigning. I told him it was impossible I could take 
it and perform the duties of my office of Chief Justice 
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of the King's Bench. lie then conversed with me ^'Jj^- 
about the proper persons to make CoromissioDerB, and 
demred he might talk with me again. 

* June \hik. — Parliament prorogued, after which the 
Chancellor resigned the Great Seal. Eyre, Ashunt, 
Wilson, Commissioners.' * 

The Cliief Justice presided as Speaker of the House 
of Lords till the elevation of Lord Loughborough to 
the Woolsack. Though no longer a constant supporter 
of the Government, he was frequently consulted by 
Mr. Pitt on matters of public business, in which his 
great legal knowledge could bo of assistance to the 
Ministry. 

Mr. Pitt to Lord Kenyon. 

'Downing Stnoi, Juno 25th, 1701. 

* My dear Lord, — I am very much obliged to your 
lordship for your friendly suggestion respecUng the 
Jersey Commission, which I have endeavoured to 
make use of without mentioning your name. The 
business originated last year at the Council Board, and 
all the papers respecting it were then communicated to 
the Chanc% and indeed I thought the draft of the 

* Diuy. I give the subjoined, but the mirtake ie evident. The 
writer WM a euitorof Lady Kenyon't, who lived tiU the year 1830 : — 

ATmi a, JTenyon to Lord Ktnytm, 

(Kxtnci.) 

* rWwj. 7, ISM. 

< As to what you aak me, whether I had ever heard that the Beala 
had been offered to your honoured father, I certainly did hear, when 
I waa with them in London, that they had been offered to him, and I 
wae preeent when he eaid to your mother, " when it was offered to 
me I declined it, aa you know that ie not a place for life ; the Chief 
Juetioe of the King*e Bench ia, and, on that account, I think, 
preferable.'* ' 

8 
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CHAP. CommisBion had been likewise. The genllemen who 
^ . ^ were thought of to be joined with Mr. Grant are Mr. 
^^'*' Pembridge and Dr. NicoD. 

*I am, with the greatest regard, 
* My dear Lord, 

^ Y^ obedient and faithful servant, 

• W. Pitt/ 

A more important subject on which his advice was 
required has relation to the treatment of the crowd of 
refugees whom the French Bevolution, now com- 
mencing, drove to our shores. 

The massacres which marked the progress of the 
Revolution, and the general feeling of insecurity, im- 
pelled the more timid or peace-loving citizens to leave 
their distracted country, and — a sight which has once 
again been witnessed in our own time — our great 
towns swarmed with homeless and destitute foreigners. 
English generosity, which has become proverbial, 
did its best to relieve the distress. Meanwhile the 
effect of the *^ invasion " on the morale of our own 
countiymen was perceptibly felt. With the exiles 
came also revolutionary propagandists, ' who were 
quickly joined by the disaffected, always ready to 
welcome the prospect of tumult and disorder. 

Sodeties, with avowedly seditious objects, were 
formed, and the press teemed with revolutionary utter- 

* They appeared,' says Lord Stanhope, * to have no 
other view than the incitement to tumult and sedition. 
All kings were represented as tyrants, all ministers as 
veiuil and comipt, and all priests as hypocrites : while 
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every kind of nile and subjection was denounced as chap. 
Blaveiy; * .JJl- 

As early as Februaiy, 1792, Mr. Pitt writes to Lord ^^••" 
Eenyon, forwarding the draught of a Bill intended * to 
check the dangerous practices which liad occasioned so 
much alarm/ 

Much doubt, however, was entertained as to the ex- 
tent of the power of the Government in dealing with 
aliens; and during tlie recess Mr. Dundas opened a 
correspondence witli tlie Chief Justice on the subject. 

Mr, Dundas to Lord Kenyon, 

< Whitehall, 13th Sept. 1792. 

*My Lord,— I am obliged to trouble your lonlship 
on a subject which becomes every day more interest- 
ing, and will require the most serious attention on the 
part of Government. The situation of France, and 
particularly the late outrages at Paris, has produced so 
great an influx of foreigners from that country, as to be 
in many respects inconvenient. 

' Tlie inconvenience, however, to its full extent, has 
not yet arrived, but certainly will occur if the Duke of 
Brunswick, with the armies under his command, shall 
be successfid in reaching Paris. The consequence of 
that event will, in all probability, be to create much 
panick in those concerned in the late atrocious pro- 
ceedings, and it may occiur to many of them to seek 
rcftige by flight into this country. It will be im- 
possible for his Majesty's servants to look upon that 
circumstance with indifference, as the residence of so 

> Life of Pitt, vol. ii. p. 165. 
s *2 
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CHAP, many persons, dangerous from their principles, and 
— r— ii" flagitious in their conduct, would be productive of 
*^'**' serious alarm to the peace and good order of this 
country. 

* These circumstances will induce me, some day in the 
course of next week, to summon the attendance of his 
Majesty's confidential servants to take them under their 
consideration. I think it will be on Wednesday next. 
What his Majesty can do by liis own prerogative must, 
in the present moment, be the first object of discussion, 
and it will be for future consideration to determine 
how fiir any Parliamentary provision will be necessary. 
Tlie subject mW probably lead 'to a reference for the 
opinion of the Judges. In the meantime, it would be 
extremely satisfiictoiy to his Majesty's servants to 
know your general ideas on the subject, and in parti- 
cidar I would wish to know whether there occurs to 
you any means competent to be exercised by the Exe- 
aitive Government, eitlier for preventing the residence 
of foreigners in this country, or for calling upon 
them, under the special circumstances of the moment, 
to give security for their peaceable and inofTensive 
conduct. 

*In considering the subject, it will of course occur to 
you to examine how far the provisions of the Habeas 
Corpus Act are applicable to the case of foreigners 
under the circumstances to which I have referred. 

^ Upon the supposition that the success of the Duke of 
Brunswick is such as to enable him to restore some 
degree of order and government in that distracted 
country, it is possible that the pimishment of those who 
have been the chief conductors of the late outrages 
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and massacres, will form an early object of attention; chap. 
and in that case, a requisition will probably be made to 
the Oovemmcnt of this country to deliver up those 
who have fled from justice, and taken refuge here. 

* I wish therefore to direct your attention to consider 
what legally and properly it becomes this Government 
to do imder such circumstances. I will not disguise 
fix>m you that my anxiety on this subject is considerably 
increased by the knowledge which my official duty 
leads me to collect of the Society which many of the 
foreigners already in this country frequent, and the 
seditious and inflammatory language they are accus- 
tomed to hold. 

*I will make no apology for this intrusion, as I am 
sure your lordship's regard for the interests of the 
publick will lead you to participate in the anxiety I 
enterUiin on the subject of this letter. 

* I have the honour to l)e, my Lord, 

* Your Lordship's most obedient 

* Humble servant, 
^ Henry Dundas.' 

The replies, which, it must be confessed, are not 
very explicit, are preserved in the State PaiKur Office. 

Lord Kenyan to Mr. Dundas, 

'Gradington, 14th September, 1702. 
* 11 o'dock A.if. 

*Sir, — ^The subject of your letter is very nice and 
delicate, and what I am by no means prepared to 
decide upon on the sudden. 

* My present hasty sentiments are that there is not 
any power in any body to call upon the parties you 
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allude to, to give security for their good behaviour, till 
they shall have been guilty of some excesses, or given 
some evidence of an intention to commit something of 
that kind. 

* But upon the best consideruUon I can give to the 
Habeas Corpus Act of 31 Car. 2, I think it docs not 
extend to foreignera, situated as these foreigners are, 
especially in the I2th section — and that, therefore, they 
may be sent back to their own country. Whatever per- 
sonal inconvenience I may be put to in leaving this place 
at the season which is dedicated to my private affairs, yet 
if the King's service require it I shall think myself 
bound to obey any summons which you may give. 
Your letter does not intimate a wish for my setting out 
for town at present ; therefore, I shall wait until further 
notice. I am, with great resfXTct, Sir, 

* Your most obedient and 
* Faithful humble sciTant, 

' Kbnyon/ 

The Same to t/ie Same, 

'Qredington, Ifith September, 1702. 

* My dear Sir, — Since I dispatched yoiu* messenger, 
I have searched for such information as the books I 
have in this place furnish me. 

* I find the Statute 32 Henry Vm. cap. 16. makes 
several regulations ; and, in the 9th section, it provides 
for their being bound in the manner you'll read in the 
Statute. 

* Nothing of that kind has been done of late times ; 
but still it is a subsisting law, and may afford a ground 
for calling for a recognizance. 
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« The 80th chapter of Magna Charta only extends to 
alien merchanta. 

* I find nothing more at present, but am desirous to 
coDunwiicate this, tho* perhaps not of much import- 
ance, and what may possibly have occurred before. 
* I am, with great respect, my dear Sir, 
* Tour most obedient and 

* Faithful humble servant, 

* Ksmrox/ 

*Our lawyers seem clear,' writes Lord Orenvillcs, 
* and Blackstone expressly asserts tliat the King may 
prevent any alien from coming into the kingdom, or 
remaining there. But this power has been so rarely 
used, that it may, perliaps, be better to have a Special 
Act of Parliament applying to this case/ ^ 

The Duke of Brunswick's retreat removed the 
necessity for immediate action, and the question was 
postponed till the meeting of Parliament. Tlie Govern- 
ment, however, took vigorous measures to quell the 
seditious spirit which was rife. Orders were given to 
embody a considerable force of militia ; several r^- 
ments were quartered near London, in case of a rising ; 
the Bank of England was more eflectually guarded. 
And as soon as Parliament met Ministers announced 
their intention of bringing in an Alien Bill forthwith, 
Maying, for the first time, restrictions and liabilities 
upon all foreigners in England.' ' 

I Buddnghjun Papert, toI. iL p. 317. 

* Lord SUnhope't Life of Pitt, toL u. p. 179. Of . on this inbiMi 
an interesting letter fnnn the first Lord Lireipool to Lord Kldon, 
1S03.— Twiss*s Life of Lord Eldon, vol. L p. 409. 
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CHAP. The new year (1798) brought news from Paris 
-^ ^ which filled the kingdom with horror. On the 21st 
^^•^^ of January, Louis XVI- had miserably perished on the 
scaflbld. 

The effect was ahnost as deeply felt in England as 
the execution of her own king some 150 years 
before. 

It showed the intoxicated violence of France's self- 
elected rulcr% and removed tlie hope to which 
governors and governed in England had fondly 
clung, that this country might be spared the horrors 

of war. 

The letters which follow, from various authors, seem 
to call for no explanation : — 

From John ScoUj Eaq.^ to Lord Kenyan. 

* East London Houae, aOth Juno, 17S9. 

* My Lord, — ^Having procured a copy of tlic question 
whidi was referred by the Lords for the consideration 
of the Judges, I have discovered, to my infinite 
astonislmient, that it is drawn up throughout upon false 
groimds — an error into which their lordships have 
fidlen from giving credit to what fell from one of the 
managers in Westminster Hall. The inclosed paper 
is very accurately drawn up by me, from a strict 
examination of all the documents. I have taken the 
liberty to send it, and your lordship wUl at once see 
that the second error (where the Lords affirm certain 
fiicts to be in proof, which have really no existence) 
is owing to their giving credit to Mr. Burke for having 
truly stated that question which Mr. Hastings brought 
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before the Council on the 11th May, 1778. I have chap. 
the honour to be, with great respect, 

* Tour Lordship's much obliged 

* And faithful servant, 

•John Scxjtt/ 

Lord Milton ^ to Lord Kenyan. 

< Milton Abbej, Julj Mi, 1791. 

* My Lord,^ A late tryal that I have read of in the 
newspaper gives me occasion of mentioning business 
which, as a country gentleman always attending mucli 
to tliat line of life, has often presented itself to me 
as of much consequence, and at present is certainly 
increased.* 

* I am not a sportsman, but have always been most 
tlioroughly convinced that they are statesmen as well 
as s^x)rtsmen who framed the Game Laws. They are 
amongst the ancient as well as the useful laws of our 
country : those who made them had as much police as 
diversion in view ; whilst some respect was preserved 
to the gentlemen and man^ of property whose situation 
and iise in the State absolutely requires it, those arc 
restrained from idleness whose situation for the public 
advantage, as well as for their own happiness and 
prosperity, made it necessary that their time should be 
confined to business. 

* In the lower line of life, our country gentlemen 
know that the moment a farmer commences a sports- 
man he is in the way of ruin ; the instant a labourer 

« Aftorwwda fifth Earl FitswiUiAin, ob. 1S57. • 
* Something «nMd. 
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becomes a poacher he is undone : his family fedls to the 
parish, himself becomes a thief, then a smuggler, and 
ends his career in a jail or at the gallows. 

^ The lord of a manor has the most clear and indis- 
putable right, both by law and equity, to the advantages 
and privileges belonging to it : he buys his estate and 
sells it, accordingly a valuable consideration is paid for 
them ; he keeps them at a considerable expense ; the 
game of all sorts, whilst living upon his property, is 
his, for the term of fene natune, so much and so ill 
understood, only implies that it b not like a sheep or 
a cow, whose owner does not lose his property in it 
when the beast commits a trespass. 

* The Bepublican party has now made the Game 
Laws the object of their abuse and detestation ; in 
France, the instant they b^n to overturn the Constitu- 
tion and level all distinctions, these were the first they 
pulled down. It therefore seems to me that they 
should at all times be most respectfully guarded, and 
most particularly so now when fSfiction and confusion 
are raging. 

* Permit me to tell here a little history, at which I was 
present, and seemed to carry force with it. 

* A gentleman, a neighbour of mine, and who was 
indeed in every respect one, for he was a scholar, a 
man of sense, and possessed an ancient property in his 
fiimily, had one day some company at dinner ; a 
banker from London was of the company ; I happened 
also to dine with him : the conversation turned on 
game; my friend had been very civil to the London 
gentleman, gave him leave to shoot, and ordered his 
gamekeeper to attend him. Still tlie banker seemed to 
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think it hard that gentlemen in his situation, who lived 
so much .in London, might not divert themselves and < 
run over eveiything they pleased, when they came into 
the country. My friend with great good humour ssud^ 
^* Sir, the poor little hare or partridge we keep to divert 
ourselves is the little paraphernalia of a country gentle- 
man to keep up our place in the State, create a little 
respect, and bear with good humour the burthens that 
arc laid upon us, and we do it with great expense, for 
when our gamekeepers' wages, liveries, and dogs arc 
paid, a paitridge or hare is a very dear dish at our 
tables. Now you town gentlemen abound in a sort of 
game we poor country gentlemen see little of; we have 
a few hares but no guineas : so when I next go to 
town, I will call at yoiu* bank and take some, saying 
that I tliiuk it very hard we should not have some 
too." The banker was much pleased with the little 
story, and allowed the truth and force of it. 

^ Much more might be said u|K>n the subject, and the 
absolute violation there is of law, equity, reason and 
common good maimers, when a i)erson without land 
and property Uikes a house near the gentleman who 
possesses a great deal, merely to insult him and to 
destroy his property, preserved at a great expense, 
because he has none of his own. These things I have 
often thought of saying my opinion upon, to authority^ 
before ; having frequently remarked the extreme mis- 
chief and dislike the too usual mode of the Judges 
upon the Circuit has occasioned by almost always 
throwing every difficulty and discouragement in the 
way of prosecutions on the Game Laws, which has 
greatly increased the brcacli of them, been attended 
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CHAF. with many bad consequences and given very great 
«— ^ — ^ offence to the gentlemen of the country. 
^^^ • These thoughts at tliia time seem to me to be of 
such great consequence as to induce me to trouble 
your lordship with them; perhaps they may concur 
with yours ; for the public good I wish they may ; but 
at all events they can give you no farther trouble than 
the reading of them, being wrote with that intention 
only, and therefore I request that this letter may have 
no answer. I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
* Your Lordship's most obedient and 

* Most humble servant, 

* Milton.' 

From Lord Thurlow to Lord Kenyon, 

* December 6tb, 1792. 

* My dear Lord, — ^I am shocked with your letter ; 
not from any apprehension from yoiu: disease — that 
seldom proves dangerous — ^but from your management : 
like tlie dog in the fable, you throw away the sub- 
stance to grasp at the shadow. You omit what you 
owe to yourself, to your wife, to your family, to your 
friends. You neglect as much what you owe to the 
countiy. If you are of no use to tfie country, why 
do you hold the place ? If you are, why do you not 
preserve yourself? Why don't you send another 
Judge P Upon ordinary occasions he would be equal, 
upon others competent. I know also that the public 
opinion would not only be satisfied, but gratified with 
anything done to preserve your health. 

• Yours very sincerely. 






SCOTTISH EPISCOPALIANa 



7%^ Bishop of St* Davida {HorsUy) to Lord Kenyan.^ 

* BuU't CroM, April 94th, 1791. 

* My Lonl, — ^I t4ike the liberty to beg your lordship's 
perusal of a short Bill, which has been drawn upon a 
principle suggested by me, for the relief of the Scottish 
Episcopalians. Your lordship knows that these people 
now pray for the King and Boyal Family, and take 
the oath of allegiance. But many of their clergy 
scruple the oath of abjuration, as containing a retro- 
spective denial of the right of the abdicate^ family, 
which they hold to have been indefeasible, so long as 
that family subsisted, tho' they now consider it as 
extinct. For they think the only remaining represen- 
tative of that family, the Cardinal York, has incapaci- 
tated himself by his oaths of submission, as a church- 
man, to a foreign sovereign. But the particidar 
hardship that they labour under is this : that by the 
0th clause of the 19th George 11. c. 38., notwithstand- 
ing that tliey were to take the oaths, they would 
remaiiii subject to the penalties of that Act. The 
operation of the Bill, which I enclose, will be nothing 
more than to do away that cruel hardship, and relieve 
such of them as can persuade themselves to take the 
oaths, from the penalties which by that Act would 
still hang over them. It leaves the delicate question 
of the validity of their orders quite untouched, and in 
the same state of ambiguity in which it was left by 
the statutes of Queen Anne. 

* The relief it extends to them will be very consider- 

* Gf . on tliui rabjeet 8kiiiiier*i Aniuda of SooUish BpiMopucgr. 
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CHAP, able, and whenever the Cardinal York drops, compleat ; 
•m , .^ 08 the abjuration oath, I apprehend, will be buried in 
>»«• hisgmve. 

* I think they are deserving of the indulgence of 
Government, as by praying expressly for the King 
(which they now do) and recognimng his title, they 
have OHitributed much towards the extinction of 
JacoUtism in Scotland. I would not wish, however, 
that any step should be taken without the advice of 
those whose situation and abilities, like your lord- 
shipX give them a right to be consulted and to direct 
in matters of this nature. 

* I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
* With great respect, 

* Your Lordship's most obedient 
^ Faithful servant, 

^Samukl St. Davids.' 



Peter Whitehall Davies to Lord Kent/on. 

' Broughton, December 10th, 1792. 

^My Lord, — ^I take the liberty to trouble your 
lordship with another letter, in which I have inclosed 
an assignat, made payable at Bersham Furnace, en- 
dorsed Oilbert Oilpin : — ^I am informed he is the first 
derk of Mr. Wilkinson, whose sister married Doc' 
Priestly. With what view Mr* Wilkinson circulates 
assignats is best known to himself. It appears to me 
that good consequences cannot arise from their being 
made current, and that very pernicious effects may. 
Mr. Wilkinson, at liis foundry at Bersham (where I am 
informed he has now a very large number of cannon), 
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and in his coal and lead mines, employs a considerable chap. 
body of men. They are regularly paid every Saturday ^- . > 
with assignats. The Presbyterian tradesmen receive ^^^ 
them in payment for goods, by which intercourse they 
have frequent opportunities to corrupt the priaciples 
of that description of men, by infusing into their 
minds the pernicious tenets of Paine's Eights of Man, 
upon whose book I am told public lectures are de- 
livered to a considerable number in the neighbourhood 
of Wrexham, by a Methodist. The bad effects of 
them are too evident in that parish. All this fiunily 
present their respectful compliments to Lady Eenyon 
and your Lordship. 

* I am, with the utmost respect and gratitude, 

* Tour Lordship's most obliged and 

* Sincere humble servant, 

^Petkr Whitehall Daviks/ 

Note in Lord KenyorCa handwrifing. 

This letter occasioned the Act of Parl\ {mssed in 
Januaiy, 1793, for preventing the negotiation of French 
paper money in England. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

Domestic lAfc cf Lord Kenyon — His 8om — Jonei of Nayland — Sir 
Richard Hill — Mr. WUherforce — Iniiwacy wiiK George III. — 
Beiiraneni of Sir Francis Btdler — Trial of Warren Hasiinge — 
Political Procecntione — Trial of Beeves. 

(1793—1795.) 

CHAP. Before continuing the narrative, it may be well to take 
a cursory glance at the domestic life of Lord Kenyon. 
A successful lawyer's holiday, in these days, is often 
somewhat circumscribed, but the Chief Justice, who 
was very rapid in transacting the business, was seldom 
detained long on his Circuit He would generally start 
home the day his sittings were concluded, and the Long 
Vacation wns almost invariably spent at his country 
house in Wales. At Gredington, where he had enlarged 
and improved his house, he passed the time with his 
family in the full enjoyment of well-earned leisure. 
Accompanied by his sons he would ride about his now 
extensive estate, and inspect his new acquisitions. 

Tliere is still living one old man who can remember 
him riding somewhat unbroken colts about the lanes. 
He describes him as a very silent man, in a grey wig. 
The country was singularly suited for riding excursions. 
Gredington is situated in the detached poition of Flint- 
shire which goes by the name of the Hundred of Mae- 
lor. The house is built on high ground, and overlooks 
the whole of the beautiful valley of the Deo, from 
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LlaDgoUcn to Chester, with the Welsh mountains in chap. 
the distance. The country, which is singularly beautiful^ 
is mostly pasture-land, and was in those days, even 
more than at present, thickly studded with magnificent 
oak timber. 

Lord Kenyon*s sons were now growing up to man- 
hood. The two eldest had been entrusted to the care 
of the well-known sdiolar, William Jones of Nayland, 
a man whose sterling character eminently fitted him to 
be the companion of the young. His care and attention 
were always gratefully remembered, and Lord Kenyon 
was able to prove the sincerity of his friendship in a very 
gratifying way. As years grew upon him, Mr. Jones 
became less able to perform his duties, and as his 
means were small he was under some apprehension as 
to his future. * Medicine is of little use,* he wrote one 
day to one of his pupils, * so long as anxiety is preying 
on the spirits. ... I am certainly not in want at 
this time, but a black cloud hanging over my latter 
days is an ugly thing, and may have effects worse 
then fatal.' ^ 

The gentleman to whom this letter was addressed, 
forwarded it through his friend Mr. Kenyon to the 
Chief Justice, who at once wrote to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The correspondence is so honourable to 
both, that I shall insert it here entire :«— 

Lord Kenyon to the Arc/ibishop of Canteiimry. 

/ Oredington, August 90th, 17M. 

* My dear Lord,— I hope I shall not incur your dis- 
pleasure by writing this letter. If I sh', I shall be 

' Kztnet fimn % letter from Rev. W. Jonot to O. Downing, Ktq., 
Aug. 90, 179a. 

T 
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convinced I have acted improperly as well as imper- 
' tinenUy ; but my present feelings are so much alive I 
cannot forbear putting pen to paper. The inclosed 
letter to my son from a young friend of his occasions 
your Grace this trouble. I send it without his knowing 
anything of the matter, and without any comment upon 
it I tliink the learned person who is the melancholy 
subject of it has considerable merit with the Church of 
England. If by your means the Chancellor or any B^ 
who has lai^e patronage c** do something by way of 
additional preferment for such a man it would not dis- 
serve the cause of rehgion. If I had less profound 
respect than I have and ought to have for your Grace, 
you would not have been troubled with this. 

I do not by any means write to procure pecuniary 
help, otherwise than by way of Church preferment. I 
should feel myself degraded if it could be supposed 
that I solicited that w^ if wanted I have myself the 

ability of conferring. 

* Kenyox.' 

The Archbishop of Canterbury * to Lard Kenyan. 

* Worthing, Sept. Sth, 1798. 

*My dear Lord, — ^Your letter with its inclosures 
respecting Mr. Jones of Nayland has reached me some- 
what later on account of my absence from home. I 
am unwilling therefore to let this day's post return 
without thanking you, which I do most sincerely, for 
the communication, painful, very painful as it is to my 
feelings. If I had it to reproach myself with having 
neglected that worthy man, they would be intolerable. 

* I>r. MooTO, oUit 1805. 
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But in truth I have long wished to serve liim essentially chap. 



without having had the means of doing it in his own ^ 
person. And therefore, on his mentioning to me his ^^^ 
only son, a clergjrman^ about four years ago (as under 
strait circumstances), I relieved his anxiety at that time 
by a promise of giving that son a very considerable 
living, of more than 500/. a year, when it should become 
vacant, the incumbent being then 85 years of age. It 
is true, the man is yet alive ; and I had no idea of such 
pressure upon Mr. Jones in point of circumstances as it 
now appears he labours under. I have more to say on 
this subject when I have the pleasure of seeing your 
lordship. In the meantime I have the opportunity 
just now of ofTering him a little sinecure, with some 
contingencies, which may happen even at his age to 
make it desirable, and this circumstance will occasion 
us to meet, and give me the opportunity of softening, I 
hope, the present apprehensions which distress him. 
The above-mentioned living for his son is within dis- 
tance of one which he now has. The post is departing. 
I will therefore only add that I will do the best I can 
for Mr. Jones, and that I shall be silent about the in- 
formation your lordship has given me. I return your 
inclosure, and am with the utmost respect, 

* My dear Lord, 

* Your very faithful servant, 

* J. Cantuar.I 

This preferment must have been very gratifying to 
the aged minister. He did not, unfortunately, live 
long to enjoy it He died in the year 1800, in the 75th 
year of his age. 

T « 
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It was said of Mr. Jones that he. * was less than a 
^ bishop, but greater/ On another occasion, when one 
of his pupils was present, the discussion turned upon 
one of his new works : some one hazarded the remark 
that it was below par. *No,' replied Will Stevens, 
* Jones is never below Parr.' 

The following epigram was written by him on the 
second Lord Eenyon while at Nayland : — 

Sum boniu, •urn malus, (? at) bi nm modo ptr mihi Mmper 
Kon melior toto Tiv«ret orbe paw.* 

In his early days Mr. Jones had been very intimate 
with Lord Bute, and to him he thus pleasantly alludes 
in one of his letters : * Lord Bute, when I most wanted 
help, very nobly offered me the use of any books and 
instruments I might have occasion for in the course of 
my pliilosophical studies. What he once said to me 
when we were alone, I have reason to remember from 
the great impression it then m(^de upon me. It was 
agreed between us that there was no pleasure like that 
of a studious life. ** There was a time," said he, *^ when 
I made myself teacher to my children, and foUowed 
my studies in the retirement of a remote situation in 
the north. The day was then too short for me, but 
since I came forward into public life and public business 
I have scarcely known one hour of enjoyment." 
Thought I, If you, who are at the top of the world, find 
so much dissatisfaction, what reason have I, who am at 
the bottom of it (ego homundo), to complain that life 
18 troublesome and &vor uncertain ? ' ' 

" Thk wia wriiton out muiy 7«mb aftflrwaidi 1^ Lord Kenyon, Mid 
k jftMtiij inaoeunile. JoiiM'a ■eholanhip wm nndeniAble. 
* Kxtnei from A letter, Jan. 4, 17M. 



DOMESTIC LIFE. 277 



On leaving Mr. Jones, Lord Kenyon's sons took up 
their residence at Christ Church, Oxford, where Dr. ^ ^ ■ 
Cyril Jackson then presided as Dean. He had been ^'^^^ 
tutor to George the Third, and is designated by Mr. 
NichoU as * a man of master mind.' 

The young men were great fiivourites with Lord 
Thurlow, who was a frequent visitor at Gredington, 
where came also Erskine, Bearcroft, Aiden, and other 
legal celebrities. 

How genial the surly ez-Chancellor could be when 
removed from the vexations of official life, was little 
known outside the circle of his acquaintance. 

The following kind letters show the most amiable 
side of his character :-— 

Lord Tfiurlow to Lord Kenyon. 

' NoremlMr 6tli, 179L 

* My dear Lord,— I returned yesterday too late for 
the post, or I should not have delayed a moment to 
return you and Lady Kenyon my best thanks for 
your goodness, both to me and the children, whom 
you sent home delighted with an expedition which, 
till their arrital in Wales, had not answered so well. 
I must not forget in what stead Lady Eenyon's provi- 
dence stood us. The fruit produced such appetites as 
must have ended very mortifyingly if her excellent 
pasties had not been calculated to stand that shock ; 
for such inns as we found before our arrival at 
Birmingham are nowhere else ; the fear of starving, 
and of getting no horses to escape it, almost left us in 
despair. We travelled with a diligence I have little to 
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CHAP, complain of, and arrived at Stoney Stratford the 
^ ^ * second night But I must own I deserve it for n^Iect- 
^'^ ing Lady Eenyon's advice and not going by Stafford. 
*I am, my dear Lord, 

* Tour most obliged and affectionate 

* Friend and servant, 

* Thurlow.' 



Lord Thurlow to Lord Kenyon. 

'April 3, 1797. 

* My dear Lord, — ^I return you a thousand thanks for 
your mutton : it did great honour to Wales ; but my 
reverence for that antient country would admit of no 
increase. 

*If this hail, snow, and sleet should terminate in 
&irer weather, I would endeavour to find you either 
in London or Biarshgate. 

•Yours sincerely, 

*T — ; 

'Lady Kenyon should take more opportimities of 
making occasional visits to Bath ; the waters do best 
at intervals/ 

A very intimate friend of Lord £enyon*s was Sir 
Bichard Hill, M.P. for Shropshire, whose peculiarities 
have been amusingly caricatured in the BoUiad. 

He was, notwithstanding some eccentricities, a most 
excellent man, and was highly respected by Wilberforce 
and other celebrities of his day. He had an unfortu- 
nate habit of interlarding his speeches in the House 
of Commons with Scripture quotations, in consequence 
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of winch he obtained, by favour of Uie BoIIiad, the crap. 
nickname of the Scriptural Eilligrew. In the early ^^ ■ »^ 
days of tlic French Bcvolution a libellous attack was ^^^ 
made upon him by some scribbler, whom he thought 
it right to prosecute. The case was tried before Lord 
Kenyon, who took the opportunity of paasing a high 
encomium upon his character. 

*When the evidence had been ofiered,' says the 
biographer, * Lord Ecnyon observed : ^ It is much to 
be lamented that this man should have written such a 
book, attacking the character of such a man. It is 
possible, from a long acquaintance, one might think 
more of a man tlian he deserves ; but to be sure, there 
never lived upon earth a better man." ** A better man 
I do not know within the circle of human nature.*' ' 

The biographer continues thus : * The reputation, 
legal acquirements, and high integrity of Lord Kenyon 
need no commendation here. He had the truest 
regard for Sir Richard Hill, and greatly enjoyed the 
pleasure of being his guest. He was remarkable for 
the plainness of dress and unaffected deportment 
which often accompany distinguished abilities into the 
private walks of life. The terms in which he is con* 
stantly spoken of by those who remember him at. 
Hawkstone, are such as convey assurance of the same 
admiration of his straightforward disposition by his 
social friends, that won him so much esteem and con- 
fidence in his exalted station as a judge.' ^ 

The following is an extract from one of a great 
number of letters from Sir Bichard Hill : — 

1 Sidney's Life of Sir Richard HUl, p. 427, published in 1S39. 
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CHAP. 



Sir Richard Hill to Lord Kenyan. 

* London, October 9, 1799. 

*My dear Lord Kenyon,— Your ^kind letter lias 
already been upon more circuits than its worthy 
author has taken since he was made Lord Chief Justice 
of y* Emg's Bench, for it has travelled from Hawkstone 
to Wells, Weymouth and London, at which place I had 
the honor of receiving it yesterday morning, and very 
soon after bad the additional honor of seeing and 
conversing with the noble personage who was the 
subject of it at the drawing-room at 8^ James'.' 

* . . . '. Of all the intelligence which this place 
affords, I am sure I can send you none which will be 
more agreeable than that I never saw the King look 
better. I must b^ to change the expression and to 
say, look so weU^ and in (M respects those who are 

nearest to him assure me that he is so 

His Grace of Dorset graces the Lord Steward's white 
staff* very well ; and I doubt not that he feels himself 
much more comfortable at home by the side of his own 
monarch, than he would at this time by that of the 
IQug of France, or even by the side of the most 
Christian Queen*' 

At Hawkstone Lord Kenyon frequently met the 
celebrated Mr. Wilberforce, who was an intimate 
friend of Sir Richard Hill. Wilberforce, in his journal, 
alludes to his acquaintance with Lord Kenyon, which 
seems to have commenced at Bridgewater, where he 
had gone for the pur^xMC of meeting liis friend Edward 
Eliot. 
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In this journey, says his biographer, he fell in 
with Lord Kenyon, and heard him pc^s sentence upon 
five convicts, who are all to die— sad but necessary 
severity. * Engaged myself hastily to meet him next 
day at Wells. His condemning sentence serious and 
pathetic, but not one word of our Saviour or the 
repentance not to be repented of. 19th. — ^To Wells. 
Dined — ^to meet Kenyon. Glad to find him fitvourable 
to penitentiary houses and a less sanguinary system 
of penal law. Aug. 29th. — Beached Hawkstone. 31st. 
— ^Went to dine at Lord Kenyon's, Oredington ; a {Mirty 
of his relations and friends— glad to see us— Lord 
Thurlow coming. Sept. Srd. — Dined at Sandford, 
meeting Lord Kenyon and his three sons. ' ^ 

The most remarkable incident of Lord Kenyon's 
domestic life was the intimacy which existed between 
him and the King. George the Third, always good- 
natured and affable, appears to have often contracted 
a real affection for the public men who were thrown in 
contact with him. 

His attachment to Lord North is well known, and 
Lord Thurlow's rough and contradictory nature had 
not prevented him from enjoying for many years 
almost a monopoly of the King's affection. 

In later times his attachment to Lord Eldon was 
equally marked. 

For Lord Kenyon his Majesty had always professed 
great esteem. He had expressed himself most kindly 
when the Chief Justice was first presented to him, and 
after his illness, in 1789, one of the first persons 



> Life of W. Waberforoe, by hk wotUL Second ediikn. VoL L 
p. 387, 9i3. 



282 LIF£ OF LORD KENTON. 



with whom he desired an interview was Lord Kenyon. 
But it does not appear that it was till the retirement 
^^^ and consequent alienation of Loixi Thurlow, that this 
esteem ripened into anything like^ personal regard or 
affection. 

During term time Lord Kenyon often occupied a 
small house at the Marshgate, abutting on Richmond 
Park, and here the King would come without any 
notice and stay for several hours, walking up and down 
the little garden, chatting with the Chief Justice. 

Li 1794, he was much interested in the purchase of 
a property in that neighbourhood for Queen Charlotte, 
of which he desired Lord Kenyon to be one of the 
trustees. This was an excuse for frequent visits. The 
following extracts from tlie Diary refer to these meet- 
ings: — 

^July 29, 1794. — Marshgate by his Majesty's com- 
mand. He met me and walked with me in my garden, 
and conversed upon various subjects, and about his 
Richmond property. 

* March 9, 1795.— To town, in consequence of a 
letter I had from the King about Ireland. 

* March 11. — Sent an answer. Tlic King most 
gracious to me and the Attorney-General at the King's 
Levee. 

'January 17, 1796.— WiUi the King at the 
Queen's House, by his command. He expressed him- 
self most kindly to me and my family. Had much 
confidential conversation with him. 

* January 21.^-With the King (by his command) 
at the Queen's House, about his Bichmond business. 
He was pleased to say that Sir M. Hale, Lord Holt 
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and Lord Mansfield were great men and good men, 
but he would rather have Lord Kenyon than them ^ 
alL 

^ March 11. — ^The King called upon me at Marsh- 
gate. Walked with me for an hour, and conversed 
with me most graciously and confidentially about 
public aflairs, and men, and on private business. 

'March 7, 1708 ^The Duke of Clarence paid me 

a long visit. 

'March 23, 1799.— The King, with the Duke of 
Clarence and Prince Edward, called on me, and walked 
vrith me in my garden for half an hour. The King 
said he aimo to pay me his Easter visit.' 

'March 15, 1800.— Tlie King called on me at 
Marshgatc, and took mo a long walk with him and the 
Duke of Cumberland, to show me the place where he 
meant to build his new house at Kew.* ^ 

^Your father,' writes Lady Kcnyou after one of 
these mcedngs, ^has been twice with the King this 
week at the Queen's house, by his own command, on 
private business, and your father came home with team 
of gratitude in his eyes for the kind confidence and 
interest he takes in his private happiness. 

' After talking of his own business, he asked your 
father how you two ' went on at College, hoped he was 
happy in his children, and hoped he would bring his 
second son up to his own profession : indeed he said 
both, but your father said his Majesty's boimty to him 
had put the eldest in a situation above the bar.' 

During the year 1794, Lord Kenyon lost the services 
of his ablest coadjutor in the King's Bench. Oppressed 

* DiAiy. ' Honont. 
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CHAP, with gout and increasing infirmities, Sir Francis Buller 
, » sought the repose of the Common Pleas. In a kindly 
letter he announces his intention to his Chief: — 



Sir Francia Buller to Lord Kent/an. 

' Sftltfbufy, Blarch 11, 17M. 

*My dear Lord, — ^I have now gone through one- 
third part of my Circuit, and if I were asked whether 
I was better or worse than when I left London, I do 
not know how to answer the question. I incline to 
think I am better, but have still so many complaints 
about me, that the die may turn either way, and to 
say the truth, I do not feel it of much importance 
which turn it does take. As soon as the Circuit is 
finished I shall endeavour to get a little rest and quiet, 
and take some Bath water if my doctors advise it ; but 
quiet and horse exercise seem to me to be the most 
likely to prove efficacious, if anything can do real 
service. That the leisure of the Common Picas will 
fully admit of; and therefore, though I shall quit your 
Court with great reluctance, I must try the eflect of the 
other ; for though I have been a Judge sixteen years, I 
dare not yet ask the Rude donatum^ and I cannot live 
without it. If I get through the summer well, it may 
set me up for six or seven years longer ; but if not, I 
shall hardly sit in the Common Pleas for a greater 
length of time than Yates did. 

* I congratulate you on the successor which the Chan- 
cellor has found for me. He is a veiy sensible man, a 
good lawyer, and I am sure will be a useful assistant 

* At Winchester I had a very heavy gaol, expect the 
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same at Exeter, and am threatened with a great 
number of long and tedious causes at Taunton ; but 
that being the last place, I shall not huny myselC 

* With every sincere wish for your health and hap- 
piness, I am, with great truth and r^ard, 

* My dear Lord, 
* Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

«P. Bullkb/^ 

Sir Francis was succeeded by Mr. Justice Lawrence. 

The illness of Lord Loughborough during the early 
part of this year, threw upon Lord Kenyon the further 
duty of presiding in the House of Lords ; and as the 
interminable trial of Warren Ilastings was still pro- 
ceeding, he was obliged to give his services there also. 

The extraordinary length to which this celebrated 
trial had been protracted had rendered people com- 
pletely careless of the result. Lord Kenyon had pre- 
sided for some weeks during Lord Thurlow's illness in 
1791, and had then strenuously endeavoured to bring 
it to a rlosc. The promptitude of his decision was here 
shown in rather a remarkable manner. It is thus 
alluded to by Adolphus :— - 

* Sir James Erskine St. CHair undertook the exami- 
nation of evidence. It occupied three days, and as 
usual gave rise to many arguments ; but the points were 
decided by Lord Kenyon, who sat for the Chancellor, 
and the Peers did not cnc^ retire to their own chamber.* ' 



* I cannot help referring the reader of thie letter to Lord Campbell, 
where he will notioe the impreaaion there giTen of thia tranaaotion.— 
of the Chief Juatioea, vol. ii. p. 660. let edition, 1849. 
' Adolphua, rol. Ti. p. 169. 
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Again, in 1794, Lord Kenyon used his best eflbrts to 
dose the trial, by refusing to hear irrelevant evidence, 
and by the rapidity with which he decided the legal 
questions which constantly arose. 

* Mr. Burke proposed to give evidence of the causes, 
conduct, and conclusion of the Mahratta War, in which, 
he alleged, Mr. Hastings carried on all the negotiations 
with a perfidy unexampled in history, and which he 
concluded with a peace of unprecedented ignominy. 

* In answer to a question from Lord Kenyon, he ad- 
mitted that the evidence was not applicable to any pai-t 
of the charge ; it was a reply to evidence given to the 
defendant ; but on the clearest principles it was re- 
jected by the whole House. Had tliey decided other- 
wise, it is impossible to divine the length to which the 
trial would have been protracted ; for the matter ex- 
tended over a period of eight years, and the evidence 
relating to it filled six folio volumes. 

^ Tliis determinati<m irritated Mr. Burke to the highest 
pitch 

* In vain did Lord Kenyon and several other Peers 
entreat him to address himself to the business, in vain 
did Lord Thurlow inform him that they could not in- 
vestigate a complaint of libel ; he persevered in defiance 
of all remonstrance, and finally tendered a written 
protest, desiring that it might be entered on the 
journals ; but Lord Kenyon declared that it could not 
he received ' * 

The hardship of this policy of procrastination on 
Hastings was unspeakable. How deeply he himself 
felt it may be gathered firom the following : — 

> Adolplras, ToL W. p. 902. 
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CHAP. 



Warren UasHngs^ Esq.y to Lord Kenyon. 

* WMtminirter HaU, S7th May, 17M. 

^My Lord, — I have been within a few hours, 
since informed that Mr. Burke intends to solicit the 
Lords to adjourn my trial over to another year, for the 
puqxDse of affording him time to prepare his concluding 
reply. This is an occasion in which I think myself 
justified in praying even one of my own judges to in- 
terpose his authority and influence to rcpell so gross 
and atrocious a wrong : and I do most earnestly beseech 
your lordship to give your attendance and toaflbrd me 
your good oflices for this end. I have the honor to 
be, with the greatest respect, my Lonl, your Lordship's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

* Warren Hastings.* 

* It is surely too hanl,* writes Lord Tlmrlow, ' * this 
politico-judicial business should interrupt the more 
serious administration of justice.* 

At lcn<;t]), on tlie 23rd of April, 1796, judgment was 
given in Hastings's favour. 

Tlie war with France induced Mr. Fitt to adopt a 
policy of coercion in liiis country which could only 
be justified by its necessity. More especially it was 
thought wise to take vigorous measures to restrain the 
licence of tlie press. The favour with which the early 
stages of the French Bevolution had been regarded by 
a large party in the country soon changed into alarm, 
when it appeared how powerless was the {larty of order 
in France to moderate its violence. This revulsion of 

* To Lord Kenjron. 
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feeling was intensified by the courageous conduct of 
Mr. Burke, who then threw his powerful influence into 
the scale of order. Tlie disinterestedness of his motives 
was clearly evidenced, when, in a scene which few can 
have witnessed without emotion, he on public grounds 
severed his long friendship with Fox and hb party. 
The reason for this step was afterwards given to the 
world in the celebrated pamphlet entitled * Beflections 
on the Bevolution.' 

The effect of this extraordinary work was prodigious. 
It is possible, said Etienne Dumont, that the Essay of 
Burke may have been the salvation of Europe. ^ 

Even those of his quondam allies who could not 
forgive his defection, joined in admiration of the noble 
sentiments and magnificent language it contained. 

* I have left you Burke's pamphlet,' writes Mr. Erskinc 
to Lord Kenyon, * which, tho' perfidious to his friends 
by imputing sentiments to them which they never held, 
in order to disgrace them, has yet in it some very 
splendid passages.' 

The adhesion of Burke to the Oovernment in fact 
marked the cliange of public opinion. In future the 
revolutionary party was supported only by the few 
disaffected, who are opposed to all restraint. How- 
ever politicians might differ as to the wisdom of the 
Government measures, there was an overwhelming 
preponderance of feeling in favour of such a repressive 
policy as should secure the country from the experience 
of the scenes which had been witnessed in France. 

It was in accordance, therefore, with public opinion, 

■ Qttu«dl bgr Loid StMihope, Life of Pitt, toI. ii p. 71. 
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timt the Ministers took 1<^1 proeeedings against t]ie chap. 
]>u1)lis]iors of revolutionary sentiments. ^>* , ^i» 

To U.S, wlio rcjul every day of pn)fessed republicans ^'•*' 
stalkin<( alK)ut the country projiagating tlieir opinions 
with impunity, some of the accused of 1794 will appear 
to 1x3 haixlly tretiUxl. But it is yet to be proved how 
far a country can allow the reins of Govcniment to be 
relaxed without paying the natural punishment of riot 
and revolution. 

Two debtors in the Fleet Prison were first diarged 
with coiKspiring and agreeing to esca[)o out of tlie 
Fleet, and with exciting otliers to follow Uicir example 
by the publication of seditious libels. 

The pubUcation more particularly complained of was 
the following : — 

*This house to let. Peaceable possession will bo 
given by the present tenants on or before the 1st day 
of January, 1793, being the commencement of tlie 
fii-st year of liberty of Great Britain. The republic of 
Fmncc having rooted' out despotism, their glorious 
example and success against tyrants render infiimous 
bustiles no longer necessary in Euroix).' 

Tlie recent storming of the Bastile giive a signifi- 
(uition to this foolish publication, which it would not 
olhonvise have borne. 

The defendants were found guilty, ami sentenced to 
stand in the pillory for an hour opposite the Itoyal 
Exchange. 

The next offender who was put upon his trial wiui 
the celebrated Tom Paine, author of * The llights of 
Man.' lie was defended by Erskine, who in a masterly 
speech endeavoured, though unsuccessfully, to persuade 

u 
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CHAP, the jury that not only was the work no libel, but tlmt 
^* . ■ ^ it asserted doctrines wliich every man in a free coimtiy 



im. 



had a right to aasert. 

Declaring himself oonlially attached to the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, he maintained that it was a 
right which every man enjoyed, not intending to mis- 
lead, but seeking to enlighten others with that which 
his own reason and conscience, however erroneously, 
had dictated to him, to address himself to the col- 
lective reason of the nation, with the object of pointing 
out errors and removing defects in their institutions. 

The jury turned a deaf ear to his eloquence, and 
refusing even to hear the Attorney-General in reply, 
at once brought in a verdict of guilty. 

On the trial of W. Frost, wJio was struck off the 
rolls of the Court and sentenced to stand in the pillory 
for using seditious and inflammatory language, lionl 
Eenyon thus alluded to the state of public affairs : — 

• How far the armies tlmt entered the Kingdom of 
France did right ; how far a numter of gentlemen at 
the Thatched House Taveni did right ; whether wluit 
they did was the result of wisdom, or the result of 
faction and folly, it is not for us to decide. We are 
not here to enter into the merits of any particular class 
of great men in the country, nor am I prepared, be- 
cause my duty does not c>all upon me, and if it did, I 
am afraid my abilities would fiiil, to read you a lecture 
upon Government : it is enough in this country that 
we enjoy those blessings which the Government of the 
country gives us : whether they are the best or not the 
liest, eveiy man will judge for himself. Those who 
find tlmt their lilx^rty and their property, aud every- 
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The following year tlie publislicrs of tlio Morning 
Chronicle wci*c tried for a seditious libel. 

Tlic trial was remarkable as being the firet prane- 
rntion for lil)el under the new law. It resulted in an 
acquittal. The bearing of the new law does not seem 
to have l)een thoroughly understood, and the jiury, to 
escape from the difliculty, in the first instance retiumed 
an imperfect verdict — * Guilty of publishing, but with 
no malicious intent* — and it was not till the Chief 
Justice refused to receive this, that they agreed to a 
venlict of Not guilty. Lord Campbell has bestowed a 
vast amount of indignation upon Lord KenyoQ for his 
summing up in this trial; declaring that in it he * per- 
verted and misconstrued ' the law, by expressing his 
own o])inion on the question of the libel, lie ap^)ears, 
however, to have been misled by his aninuis against 
his predecessor. A careful perusal of the Act will 
convince any impartial reader that its intention was 
that the judge should state his opinion on the merits 
of the ciise. The juiy were afterwards free to disre- 
gard the opinion expressed, and to retiun a verdict on 
the whole matter, instead of on the mere question of 
publication as of old. 

Ix)ixl Campbell, however, confesses that this reading 

t;2 



J7»4. 



thing dear to them, are defended by the even hand of cnAR 
imp;irtial law, will congratulate themselves that they 
live in that country, and if they find that neither the 
history of former times, nor the present eventftd (imc3, 
pnxluce any gix?nter blessings than their own, thqr 
would feel it with gnititudc under the providence 
of Ood, and endeiwour to enjoy it with thankful- 
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of the law was followed for nearly fifty years after- 
wards. 

* The libel Bill/ says Mr. Howell, * does not confer 
upon the jury any jurisdiction over the law, incon- 
sistent with the general principle of the Constitution ; 
but considering that the question of libel or no libel is 
frequently a question of fact rather than of law, and 
in many cases of fiict and law almost inseparably 
blended together, it directs the judge^ as in other cases, 
to deliver his opinion to the jury upon the whole matter^ 
including^ of course^ the question of libel or no libel^ 
leaving them at the same time to found their verdicts 
upon such whole matter, so brought before them, as in 
all other criminal cases.' ^ 

I think the following summing-up will be found in 
strict accordance with the principle here laid down : — 

(Extr»ct). ' 

*The liberty of the press has always been, and justly 
been, a fiivourite topic with Englishmen. They have 
looked at it with jealousy, whenever it has* been in- 
vaded ; and though a licenser was put over tlie press 
and was suffered to exist for some years after the coming 
of William, and after the Eevolution, yet the reluctant 
spirit of English liberty called for a repeal of that law ; 
and from that time to this it has not been shackled and 
limited more than it ought to be. 

* Ocntlemen, it is placed as the sentinel to alarm us 
when any attempt is made on our lil)ertics, and we 

' Note on Mr. Foz*i Libel Bill, vul zxiz. p. 653, Pari. Hiatoiy. 
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ought to be watcliful, and to take care that the sentinel ciiap. 
is not abused and converted into a traitor. ^ « 

^ The merits or demerits of Uie late law rcspecUng 
libels I sliall not enter into. It is enough for me that 
it is the law of the land, which by my oath I am bound 
to give eflect to, and it commands me to state to juries 
what my opinion is respecting this or any other paper 
brought into judgment before them. 

* In forming my opinion on this paper, or on any 
other, before I arrive at a positive decision on that 
point, I would look about and see what the times 
were when the publicaUon took place. 

^Gentlemen, you will recollect the appearance of 
public affairs, and the feelings of every mind in tlie 
country at the time that Parhamcnt met, and for some 
time after. 

* I do not know whether I color tlie picture right, 
when I say very gloomy sensations liad pervaded the 
whole countrj'. 

* It is for you to say whetlier there were not emis- 
saries from a neighbouring country making tlieir vray 
as well as they could in this country. It is for you to 
say, looking at the great anarchy and confusion of 
France, whether they did not wish to agitate the minds 
of all orders of men in all countries, and to plant their 
tree of liberty in every kingdom in Europe. It is for 
you to say whether their intention was not to eradicate 
every kind of government Uiat was not sympathetic 
with their own. 
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CHAP. * Weighing thus all the circuinstaiices ; ... be- 
lieving also that there were emissaries (rom France, 
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wishing to spread thennaxims prevalent in that country 
in this— believing that tlie minds of the people of tliis 
country were much agitated by these political topics, 
of which the mass of the population never can form a 
true judgment — and reading this |)aper, which appears 
to be calculated to put the people in a state of dis- 
content with everything done in this country, I am 
bound on my oath to answer that / think this paper 
teas published with a wicked^ malicious intent to vilify 
the Government^ and to make the people discontented 
irtlft tlis Constitution under tohich Hiey live. T/iat is 
the matter charged in the information — that it was done 
vsidi a view to vilify the Constitution^ Hie laws^ and the 
Government of tliis country^ and to infuse into tlie minds 
of his Majesty's subjects a belief that tlicy were oppressed^ 
and on this ground I consider it as a gross and seditious 
libel. * This is the question put to you to decide. ' ' 

Thus far the Government had been suflicicntly, if not 
unifonnly successful in securing convictions, a result 
which they owed pailly to the temperate conduct of 
the prosecutious by the Attonicy-Gencral, and partly 
to the iin^iartiality of the presiding Judge. It has 
been imputed to Lord Chief Justice Kcnyon that he 
not only often attempted to bios the jury in criminal 
cases, but that he indulged in violent displays of temper 
when on the Bench. 

Tliere is no e\idence whatever to support either 
charge in these prosecutions. Ilis charges are always 

' Tlieie are ih» words oonipUined of by Lunl Campbell. 
* StaioTriak, toI. xxii. pp. lOlO, lOlS. 
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tomporatc and impartial, if uot almrays equally eloquent chap. 
and impressive. *— . — 

Encouraged by their success, the Miuistry resolved iu ^^^ 
tlie eusuiug year to institute proceedings for high 
tixMison against some of the numerous ivriters who 
still prcuclied the doctrines of the French Bevolutiou. 

Ilardy, Home Tooke, and others were tried by a 
sixK^iul commission, before Chief Justice Eyre. This 
prosecution, as is well known, entirely broke down, the 
Government failing to secure a single conviction. Tlie 
result appears conclusive against their policy — ^if they 
decided to prosecute tliey should have made as ccrtaiu 
OS [)ossible of convictions. Doubtless the pressure put 
u[K)n them by well-intentioned sup[x)rterB made tlieir 
clioicc a diiGcult one — ^but it may be doubted whether 
the evidence adduced against the prisoners could ever 
have borne the construction of treason ; and the enda 
of justice would have been equally served by a few 
successful prosecutions for misdemeanor or seditious 
pmcticcs. 

As it was, a feeling of triumph was evoked by tlio 
break-down, wliicli only added fuel to the flame. On 
the lost night of the trials, bonfires were lighted in the 
streets, and the successful advocates, Erskine and Gibbs, 
were drawn home by tlie excited populace amid tlie 
loudest acclamations. 

It is said that the patriots were so occupied with 
their triumph that tliey forgot to return the horses 
which they had removed. * 

On the subject of State Prosecutions is the following 



* Cf. Stanhopo's Lifo of Pitt, toI. u. p. 272. Twias's Life of Lofd 
EWon, vol. i. p. aj9. AdolphtiB, vol. vi. p. 77. 
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CHAP, from Sir John Mitford, afterwards the first Loni 



X. 



Bedcsdale, to Lord Kcnyon, which, though it in fcvct 
^'^ belongs to a later date, seems more appropriate to the 
time of which we are treating :— 

* Lincoln's Inn, Febiy. 6, ISOl. 

•My Lord. — ^I am honoured with your lordsliip's 
letter, inclosing the petition and letter. The news- 
paper which your lordship has also sent me, I shall 
take the liberty of shewing to the Solicitor-General. 

• In these cases I have generally followed the rule 
Lord Eldon adopted for his conduct, to notice as much 
as possible those cases only which did not personally 
involve his Majesty's Ministers : conceiving that there 
was a much greater chance of success in prosecuting 
for libels aimed personally at his Majesty, or against 
the Constitution in Church or 8tate, than where Min- 
isters were directly the objects of the libel. The many 
cases in which juries have shewn an indisposition to 
notice personal attacks on Ministers have induced Lord 
Eldon and me to think that this forbearance was on the 
whole prudent. 

* We have had during the last seven years many a 
painful moment in the consideration of these subjects, 
many more, not only tlian the world will give us credit 
for, but than even your lordship can, from any view 
of the cases which liave come under your eye, conceive. 
I think the press on the whole hos become more decent, 
and I flatter myself, that the very temperate exercise 
of the office of Attoniey-General, whilst Lord Eldon 
held it, and since it has l)ocn in one wlio has carefully 
followed his steps, luis had an elTcct in producing a 
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gcncml pcrsiuudon tlmt the powers of that office have cbap. 
never been used but where tlie case manifestly de- ^ — --^ 
manded that they should be put in force. I have ^'*' 
ventured to trouble your lordship so long on this mib- 
jcct, and to throw my sentimente so openly before you, 
because every man must feel, that many, many veiy 
abominable libels have passed without animadversion. 
* I have the honor to be 

* y Lordship's very obedient humble servant, 

* J. MiTFORD.' 

Failing in their attempt to repress tlie spirit of dis- 
aflection by prosecutions, the Government waa com* 
pellcd to fall back on the enactment of new coercive 
laws. 

In 1795 the Habeas Corpus Act was again suspended, 
and the Attorney-General was ordered to bring in a 
Bill ^ for the better protection of Mouarcliy and the 
Monarch.* 

Some such Act, metliinks, might not be altogether 
inappropriate at the present time. 

Tlie Bills were entitled tlie * Treasonable Attempts 
and Seditious Meetings BiUs.' 

The latter, whicli forbids the assembling together of 
more than fifty persons for the purpose of petitioning 
or deliberating upon grievances, except under ccrtmn 
conditions, passed tlie House of Commons after con- 
siderable opposition. In the House of Lords it was 
warmly opposed by Lords Derby and Moira, and by 
Lord Lansdowne. 

Lord Thurlow and Lord Kenyon joined the ranks 
of the opposition. 
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CHAP. A paramouut necessity aloue can justify the Ooveru- 
ment policy in thus removing for a time one of tlie 
dearest liberties of Hie subject ; and in any opposition 
to such measures the opponents always must occupy 
the vantage-ground. But the danger, there can be no 
question, was great, and in the opinion of many innni- 
nent, and the best justification of Uieir poUcy is the 
general satisfaction with which tliese restrictions were 
acqmesced m. 

It was during the discussions on these bills that Mr. 
Beeves published the unfortunate pamphlet in sup|K>rt 
of the Oovemment, for which he was afterwards put 
upon his trial. i 

He had previously founded an association against 
republicans and levellers ; was a magistrate for Middle- 
sex, and honestly wished to sup^iort the Government 
agaiinst the Jacobin spirit then rife. 

His zeal in this good cause led him to publish a 
piunplilet, entitled, ^ Tliouglits on the English Govern- 
ment.* The book, though it contained plenty of 
foolish assertions, woidd in all probabihty have been 
suflcred to rcmsiin hi Uie printer's hands, had it not 
been for the acrimonious spirit which had been roused 
by the passing of the * Treasonable Practices Acts.* The 
muiisterial success in carrying these through Parliament 
brought down tlie wrath of the Opposition on the first 
scapegoat they could find. It must be acknowledged, 
however, that they chose their battle-ground well. Tlie 
passage complained of was really worthy of the worst 
days of Personal Government. It ran as follows : — 

*With the exception of the advice and consent of 
the two Uousc}< of Parliament, and the intei*position of 
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juricH, the Oovcruincut) and the admiuistratiou of it, chap. 
ill all its |)art8, may be said to rest wholly and solely on ^ ■ * 
the Kiiig, aud those appointed by liim : those two ^'^ 
adjuncts of Parliament and juries ore subsidiary and 
occasional ; but the King's power is a substantive oae, 
always \isible and active. By his officers and in his 
name, everything is transacted that rehites to the peace 
of the realm and the protection of the subject. 

* The subject feels this, and acknowledges with thank- 
fulness a superintending sovereignty, which alone is 
congenial with the sentiments and temper of English- 
men. In fine, the Government of England is a 
Monarchy; the Monarcli is the ancient stock from 
which have sprung those goodly branches of the legis- 
lature, the Lords and C!ommons, that at the same timo 
give ornament to the tree and afford shelter to diosc 
wlio seek protection under it. But tliese ore still only 
branches, and derive their origin and their nutriment 
from tlieu* common parent ; tliey may be lopped off 
and tlic tree is a tree still ; shorn indeed of its honours, 
but not, like tlieni, cost into the fire. 

* The Kingly Government may go on, in all its 
functions, without Lords or Commons ; it has hereto- 
fore done so for years together, and hi our times it docs 
so, during every recess of Parliament, but without die 
King, liis Parliament is no more. Tlie King, therefore, 
alone it is who necessarily subsists without change or 
diminution, and from him alone we unceasingly derive 
the protection of law and government.' 

It was not likely that Mr. Fox and Mr. Erskine 
would tuinely submit to acknowledge the House of 
Commoiib a mere adjunct of the monarchy. 
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The matter was brought before die House of Com- 
mons by Mr. Sturt, who moved that the author of the 
pamphlet should be prosecuted by the Attorney-General 
for a libel on the Constitution. 

The Ministers, unable to justify the assertions in the 
passage quoted above, thought it wiser to acquiesce in 
a motion proposed by Mr. Sheridan, wliich affirmed the 
pamphlet to be a scandalous and seditious libel, and a 
high breach of privilege. It is said that Burke expos- 
tulated with Pitt for thus abandoning his friends. 

*They should be more discreet,' said the Frime 
Minister. * If,* rejoined Burke, * every indiscretion were 
to cause abandonment, there would be plenty of dis- 
cretion, but no zeal.' 

The prosecution was voted, and the case was tried 
before Lord Eenyon at the Guildhall, on the 20th of 
May, 1796. 

The Attorney-General (Sir John Scott) opened the 
case in a * luminous, learned, and manly speech.' ^ 

He was particularly happy in his comments on the 
oflcnsive passage— 

* I hope and trust,' he said, ' that as far as I under- 
stand the Constitution and the Government of my 
country, I am as much wedded to them as any man 
whom I have the honor to address. On the one hand, 
I will to the last hour of my existence resist the eflbrts 
of those principles of anarchy which have a direct 
tendenqr to overthrow the Government of this country, 
as established on a duly attempered Constitution of 
King, Lords, and Commons. . • On the other hand, 
gentlemen, not suspected, I believe, of the want of a 

' Adolplius, Tol. n. p. 3S5. 
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<1uc loyal aiul constitutional attacliment to the 8ove- cha?. 
reign of my country, I say here distinctly that if that *- — . — ' 
duly attempered Constitution should cease to exist, if ^^'^ 
M'liat are here called the branches of the tree (the 
King), the Lords and Commons— should be lopped ofT 
and thrown into the fire, tlie tree may be a tree, — ^tho 
King may be a King — ^but tlie King will not be a 
British King.* 

The prisoner was defended by Mr. Plumer, after- 
wards Master of the Bolls. The Lord Chief Justice, 
says Adolphus, summed up the case * with great candour 
and impartiaUty.' 

After acknowledging the ability displayed by the 
Attorney-General in his dissertation on the Constitution, 
he tims comments on the right of free discussion which 
the subject enjoys : — 

* The i)Ower of ft*ee discussion is certauily the right 
of all the subjects of the country. We owe more to it 
than to almost any other right which the citizens of 
this country have exerted — I believe it is not laying in 
too much claim on the behalf of free and temperate 
discussion, to say that we owe to it die Bcformation, 
and that we owed to it the Bevolution. The discussion 
which was made by Luther, Melancthon, and the other 
persons who preceded the Bcfonnation, opened the eyes 
of the public, and they got rid of the delusions which , 
had been spread by the Pope of liome, and emancipated 
mankind from tlie spiritual tyranny they were under, 
and brought about the establishment of that religion 
which we now enjoy in this country. 

* It had the same good effects upon'the Bevolution^ 
if there are, now and then, little excrescences or some 
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little film upon the eye, it is better to cndenvour to vripo 
.-^ tlieinoirteii(1crl3CAn(1 carefully then to extinguish them 



1706. violently.* Therefore in discussions of this kind, al- 
though licentiousness ought beyond all controvewy to 
1x5 restrained, Mr discussion ought not to be too 
hardly pressed upon 

* Gentlemen, with these ol)servations I shall beg leave 
to state to you, what it is which Mr. Attorney-Gencnil 
very candidly states to you, you must be convinced of 
in onler to find the defendant guilty — the quo-animo 
with which the publication was made by the party. 
Tlie quo-animo which the prosecution imputes to him 
18 this — that he, by this publication, intended to raise 
and excite jealousies and divisions among the liege 
subjects of our lord the King, and to alienate their 
aflections from the Government by King, lionls, and 
Commons, now duly and happily established by law in 
this country, and to destroy and subvert the true prin- 
ciples of the free Constitution of the Government of 
the realm. ... 

* That is the quo-animo which is imputed to this 
person ; and' when you proceed to discuas and to decide 
upon this point, you are to find whether your con- 
sciences are satisfied that these were the motives which 
influenced him in the publication 

* I have not read through the whole of this pamphlet 
so as to have brought my mind to a decision upon the 
point : it is not to be my decision but yours. If I were 
bound to decide it, if the verdict were to be my venlict, 
and not yours, I should take the charge with me, I 

* Thu it « enrioiia ekample of tho mix^d meUphon often used by 
the Cliiof Jiiilico. 
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sliould oxnminc the clinrgc, I should take tlic {pamphlet chap. 
witli inc, Ishoidil examine the pamphlet, and I diould see, ^^ » ** 
with every fair leaning to the siile of lenity and com- 
passion, whether I thought the party was guilty or not* 

The jury consulted forupwanlsof an hour; when 
they returned into Court, the foreman said :^- 

^ My loixl, the jury arc of opinion that the pamphlet 
whii*h hns been proved to have been written by John 
ItoevcH, Esq., is a very improper publication ; but being 
of opinion that his motives were not such as laid in the 
infonnntiou, find him not guilty/ It is said that the 
qualifying woixls were hitroduced, owing to the ob- 
stinacy of one juryman, who, actuated by imrty feelings 
or [x^rsonal dislike, would not agree with the other 
eleven in a mere venlict of • not guilty.* ^ 

If this is tnie, it was morc the result of accident than 
forothouglit that the jury arrived at a verdict which 
seems to expi*ess the opinion of any im^mrtial reader of 
the trial at the present day. 

Tlie follo^ving seems to refer to some embryo scheme 
of Lognl Befonn :— 

From Lord Loughborough to Lord Kenyan. 

^ My dear Lord,— I think the project you sent to me 
this morning will not answer L'^II'* intention. The 
business of a CS^ of Chancery cannot be well executed 
by a rotation of Judges, but both tlie expense and the 
delay will be increased by it, not to mention the mis- 
chief of a variety of opinions that probably will take 
place. In every innovation there is a chance of the 

* Btato Trials, rol. zxvi p. 690 cl «^. 
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publick being -dissatisfied: that dissatisfaction will in 
— r-'* this case bear ag* the Judges, and with some considerable 
^^^^ degree of obloquy. There is besides a great incon- 
venience in making so strong a difference between the 
Sen' and Junior Judge on the same Circuit, and also 
in making one Circuit much more advantageous than 
the others. In short, I have so little relish for the 
project, that I never would take the appointment for 
myself, tho' I mean to go that Circuit. These are my 
private thoughts on the subject. If it strikes you and 
the Ch. B. in the same manner, perhaps you would 
think the communication should go no furdier. 

* I ever am, my dear L\ 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

CorrespondeMe between Oeorge III. and Lard Ketuf&n am ike 

Coronation (kUk — Saxrcity of Cam Harveai — FlinUkiira Eleo^ 

tion, 

(1705—17^.) 

The intimacy of the King with Lord Kenyon cirAP. 
occasioned a reference to the latter, which has since ^— » * 
become historical. ^^^' 

The condition of the Boman Catholics had for some 
years been prominently before the country : as early aa 
1792, Mr. Burke, in a letter to Sir Hercules Langrishe, 
had advocated their claims, and some considerable 
relief had been granted them by the legiriature in 
1792-1793. 

But Catholic Ireland was not satisfied with the mere 
semblance of religious liberty. They demanded ad- 
mission to tlie samci rights and privileges which their 
Protestant brethren enjoyed. 

To us who know the course which events afterwards 
took, who read of the successive Governments which 
the Catholic question overthrew, and the violent 
agitation of the public mind which it occasioned, it will 
appear strange to find how near the Catholics were to 
the attainment of their objects in 1795. 

Thoughtful men were hopeful that a few years at 
most would see a system of justice and equality estab- 
lished throughout the three Kingdoms. 
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The precipitancy of an earnest but injudicious man 

marred the^fair prospect, and postponed a measure of 

^^^^ undoubted justice for nearly half a century. To this 

day the sister island is suffering from the results of an 

ill-judged precipitation. 

It has been usual to attribute to George the Tliird 
the entire odium arising from the delay of Catholic 
Emancipation. It is true that in 1801 and 1807, it 
'was his insurmountable repugnance to their claims 
which caused the disappointment of the Catholics. But 
it was during the period which followed Lord Fitz- 
william's recall that that repugnance was rendered 
insurmountable by the intrigues of the Irish Protestants 
and their English allies. The King, as is evident from 
his letter of February the 5th, 1705, ^ was taken com- 
pletely by surprise at Lord Fitzwilliam*s conduct. The 
Ministry at tliat time were certainly not unfavourable 
to some considerable reduction of the disabilities. ^ It 
may be doubted,' says Lord Stanhope, * whether any 
one single member of the Cabinet was at this time 
hostile to the measure on its merits.' ' 

What the result might have been if the Ministry had 
been permitted to proceed with caution, it is impossible 
now to say. But it is evident that at the date of George 
the Third's correspondence with Lord Kenyon, which I 
am about to quote, his principal, if not only objection 
to the measure, was his fear of breaking his Coronation 
Oath, and this idea was instilled into his mind by Lords 
Clare and Loughborough. He was peculiarly suscep- 
tible to anything which reflected, or might seem to the 

' Lord 8tM]iope't Life of Pitt, toI. ii. Appendix, p. zxiiL 

' Ih. ToL iL p. dOSI. 
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world to reflect, on his honour. And thus the idea that chap. 
any concession to the Catholics would be an infiingement 
of the Oath, took so deep a root in an ill-regulated 
mind, enfeebled by disease, that no argument or per- 
suasion, even from those whose opinion he most valued^ 
could ever afterwards eradicate it. The motives, how- 
ever mistixken, which guided him, must be universally 
held in resi)ect, though they will now almost imi- 
versally be acknowledged to have occasioned most 
deplorable results. 

Lord Fitzwilliam landed in Ireland in January, 1795. 
* Almost immediately upon his landing,' I quote Lord 
Stanho|x;, * he received addresses from bodies of Boman 
Catholics and Protestant Dissenters, and in his answers 
was understood as intimating his ogrcement to their 
wishes.' Tlie consequence that might naturally have 
been expected at ono^s ensued. All Ireland was in a 
blaze. * Petitions,' continues Lord Stanhope, Spraying 
for tlie complete emancipation of the Catholics poured 
in from every county in Ireland.* 

GnitUm, tlie apostle of emancipation, with the Lord 
Lieutenant and the people both on his side, would have 
been more than mortal if he had resisted the pressure. 
Uc at once introduced a Bill to abolish all disabilities 
whatsoever. 

It appears that Lord Clare at once made up his mind. 

' Only two days after the motion of Grattan, the 
Chancellor wrote to his friend in London, declaring 
that the King could not give his assent to the measure 
without a direct breach of his Coronation Oath.' This 
is the earliest mention of that much controverted 
question. It is noticeable that the King, in his let* 

z3 
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CflAP. ter of the 4th of February, to Mr. Pitt, docs not 
mention this as one of his objections to the measure. 
He dwells there on the analogy of foreign States, and 
on the change of the principles of Government, which 
its adoption would involve.^ 

The editor of Lord Auckland's Life has endeavoured 
to prove that Lord Loughborough had no share in the 
responsibility of advising the King concerning the 
Coronation Oath. However diis may be, it appears 
certain that the first impression on his Majesty*s mind 
with regard to the Oath, was produced by the paper 
dated the 5th of March, which is in the King's own 
handwriting, but has hitherto been supposed to be the 
joint production of the English and Lish Chancellor.' 
The King at once consulted Lord Kenyon. His 
letter is written in evident alarm at the new phase 
the question had assumed : — ^ 

Frotn the King to Lord Kenyan. 

* Queen's Honao, March 7th, 1705. 

* The question that has been so improperly patro- 
nised by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in favour of 
the Papists, though certainly very properly silenced 
here, yet it seems not to have been viewed in what 
seems to me the strongest point of view, its militating 

1 The King to Hr. Pitt. Lord Stanhope's Life of Pitt, toI. ii. 
Appendix, p. xziii. i 

* Cf. Lord Campbell's Life of Lord Loughborongh, toI. viii. p. 173, 
and Lord Auckland's Correspondenoo. 

* This oorrespondenoe was printed for private cimilation in 1S30, 
edited bj Dr. Philpotts, afterwards bishop of Exeter ; bat as yery 
few eopiee eaa haTe rsaehed the public, I make no apology for in- 
ssrting the letters here. 
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ngninst the Coronation Oath and many existing sta- chap. 
tutes. I have, therefore, stated the accompanying ~_ ^ ^ 
queries on jiaper, to which I desire the Lord Kenyan HH. 
will, after due consideration, state his opinion in the 
same manner, and should be glad if he would abo 
acquire the sentiments of the Attonu^-Oenend on 
this most serious subject. 

«Geobob B.' 

Enclosure in the King's handwriting : — 

*The following queries on the present attempt to 
abolish all distinctions in religion in Ireland, with the 
intention of favouring the Roman Catholics in that 
kingdom, are stated from the desire of learning 
whether this can be done without affecting the Con- 
stitution of this country ; if not, there is no occasion 
to view whether this measure in itself be not highly 
improper. 

^ The only laws which now affect the Papists in Ire- 
land are the Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity, the 
Test Act, and the Bill of Bights. It seems to require 
veiy serious investigation how far the King can give 
his assent to a repeal of any one of Uiose Acts, without 
a breach of his Coronation Oath, and of the articles of 
Union with Scotland. 

* The construction put on the Coronation Oath by 
the Parliament at the Revolution seems strongly 
marked in the journals of the House of Commons, 
when the clause was proposed by way of Bider to the 
Bill establishing the Coronation Oath, declaring that 
nothing contained in it should be construed to bind 
down the King and Queen, their heirs and succesBon, 
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OOAF. not to ^vc the royal assent to any Bill for quoliiying 
* the Act of Uniformity so far as to render it palatable to 
Protestant Dissenters, and the clause was n^atived 
upon a division.^ This leads to the implication that 
the Coronation Oath was understood at the Bevolution 
to bind the Crown not to assent to any repeal of any 
of the existing laws at the Bevolution, or which were 
then enacted, for the maintenance and defence of 
the Protestant religion as by law established. If the 
Oath was understood to bind the Crown not to as- 
sent to the repeal of the Act of Uniformity in favour 
of Protestant Dissenters, it would seem to bind the 
Crown fiUl as strongly not to assent to the repeal 
of the Act of Supremacy or the Test Act, in favour 
of Boman Catholics. 
^Another question arises from the provisions of the 



* The extnei from the Conunont* Joumeli aUuded to by His 
Ifajeity:— 

JimM » flu MaHU !• WiUUfmi H Afar»«, a.d. 1680. 

* Coronation Oeth.—T1io Bill for eetabliihing the CoionationOath wm 
reed the third time. 

'A FtoriaOy ingroesed, wee offerod, ee e rider, to bo mede pert of 
the BiU, whidi wee reed the firet time, end is ee followe : — " Provided 
elweje, end be it hereby deelered, thei no Clenae in thie Act ihell be 
ttnderetood to to bind the Kingt and Quoene of thie Realm ee to 
prerent their giving their Royal anont to any Bill which Khali, at any 
time, be offered by the Lorde and Ckmuoone auembled in Parliamont 
for the teking eway or altering any Form or Ceremony in the Eetab- 
liehed Chmnch, eo ee the Doctrinee of the laid Church, a publick 
Litafgy, and the Kpiacopel GoTemment of it^ be preienredL'' A 
Debate aroee therenpon. 

* Hie Debate upon the Pkoriio, offered to bo made part of the Bill 
for eetebliihing the Coronataon Oath, wae reeomed. And the qneetion 
beiqg pvty That the Piorieo be reed a eeoond time, it peeied in the 



'BeeolTed— Thei the BiU do peae, and that the tiUebe ** An Act for 
EatebliihiBg tlie Coronation Oath.' 
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Act limiUng tlie succession to the Crown, by which a chap. 
forfeiture of the Crown is expressly enacted, if the ^-— « — - 
King upon the throne should hold communication, or ^^^ 
be reconciled to the Church of Borne. May not the 
repeal of tlie Act of Supremacy, and the establishing 
tlie Popish reli^on in any of the hereditaiy dominions, 
be construed as amounting to a recondliation with the 
Church of Borne f Would not the Chancellor of Eng* 
land incur some risk in affixing the Great Seal to a 
Bill for giving the Pope a concurrent ecclesiastical 
jurisdicUon with the King? 

* By the articles of Union with Scotland, it is 
declared to be an essential and fundamental article, 
that the King of Great Britain shall maintain tlic 
Church of England as by law established in England, 
Ireland, and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

* The baipun made by England in 1782, by Yelver- 
ton's Act, gives rise to the question, whether the repeal 
of any of the English Statutes adopted by that Act 
would not be a direct violation of the compact made 
by the Parliament of Ireland with Great Britain/ 



From Lord Kenyon to the King. 

« Micch U» 1706. 

* Lord Kenyon received your Majesty's commands 
when he was in the coimtry. He came immediately to 
town, and incloses what has oocuircd to him upon the 
question. He has conferred with the Attorney-Gene- 
ral, and believes there is not any difference in opinion 
between them. 

ft 

They are neither of them apprised what was the 
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CHAP, extent of the alteraticm meditated to be made in 
'■ 9 » Ireland. 
1791k c Your Majesty's most obliged and dutiful subject, 

• Kenton.* 

* The Act for the Union of England and Scotland has 
made the Church Establishments in the two countries 
essential and fundamental parts of the Union, and has 
declared that the Acts of the two countries for securing 
the respective Church government, shall be and con- 
tinue at all times coming, part of the terms of the 
Union. That I understand to be the necessary con- 
struction of the words of the 11th ^ section of the Act. 

* The Coronation Oath enacted in W. and M. requires 
the King to maintain the Protestant reformed religion 
established by law. 

* The 8th section of the Act of Union shews that by 
religion established by law is meant the Doctrine, 
Worship, Discipline, and Government of the Church. 
Tliis includes the Eing*s Supremacy, and the various 
orders of Ministers, and the provision which the State 
makes for the decent support of the clergy. The doc- 
trine and disciphne are regulated (inter alia) by the 

* 6 Anne e. S. •. 11. — ' And it it hereby further enacted that the said 
Aei paaaed m this pteaent Seaaion of Parliament, intituled " An Act 
lor Seoofing the Church of England aa by Law eatabliahed/' ^., and 
alao the Act of Parliament of Scotland, intituled *' An Act for Securing 
the Pttiteatant Religion and Preabytenan Church QoTemment," be, 
tad ahall for ever be, held and adjudged to be, and obaerved aa 
fundamental and eaaential eonditiona of the aaid Union, ^. 4U)., and 
the aaid Aet paaaed in thia preaent Seaaion of Parliament, ^ko., and 
alee the aaid Aet paaaed in the Parliament of Soothuid, Ao., and are 
hereby enacted and ordained to be and continue in all timea coming 
the eompleal and entire Union of the two Kingdoma of England 
aadSorvdand.' 
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Acts of Uniformity, and the liturgy, as it stands gba?. 
enacted by the Statute of 13 and 14 Car. II. '^ * ^ 

* To overthrow any part of the Church establishment, ''*' 
as I have now stated it, would, as it seems, militate 
against the Coronation Oath, as settled in the Stat. 

1 W. & M. and the Act of Union ; and contravene an 
essential and fundamental part of the Act of Union. 

* In order to preserve the Established diurch, several 
laws have been enacted, subjecting those who dissented 
from the Established Church to penalties or disabilities, 
and Uiese have pressed sometimes upon one denomina- 
tion of sectarists, and sometimes upon anotlier, as the 
temper of the times or the supposed necessity of the 
case required. Papists and ConvenUclers have, in 
their turns, felt the rigour of Statute Law. 

* The Statute of 22 Car. 11. c. 1, for preventing Con- 
venticles, and other Statutes of like tendency, existed 
at the time when the Coronation Oath was framed and 
enacted by 1 W. & M. c. 6, yet in the same session of 
Parliament tlie Law called the Toleration Act was 
made. Several indulgences, both in England and Ire- 
land, have been since granted to several denominations 
of persons dissenting from the Church of England. 
Those regulations have been supposed by the makers 
of them not to be hostile to the Church of England, as 
by law established, but merely to repeal, or lessen the 
rigoiu: of penal Statutes, which, though thought neces- 
sary at one season, were deemed inexpedient at an- 
other time, and under different circumstances. So long 
as the King's supremacy and the main fabric of the 
Act of Uniformity, the doctrine, discipline, and go- 
vernment of the Church of England, are preserved as 
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die National Qiurch, aud the provision for its ministers 
kept as an appropriated fund, it seems that any ease 
given to sectarists would not militate against the Coro- 
nation Oath or the Act of Union. 

*1lie proviso, which was rejected on 28th March, 
1689, as appears in 10th vol. of Commons' Journals, 
p. 69, might possibly be rejected as being tlioiight unne- 
cessary ; for it is observable from printed history, that 
in that veiy year a commission issued autliorising 
several bishops and other learned men to revise the 
lituigy and Canons, and prepare such alterations as 
they should think expedient. 

* Though the Test Act appears to be a very wise law, 
and in point of soimd policy not to be departed from, 
yet it seems that it might be repealed, or altered, with- 
out any breadi of the Coronation Oath, or Act of 
Union. The temporary Bills of Indemnity, which have 
so frequently passed, have in effect from time to 
time dispensed with it in some degree. It should 
seem that the Chancellor of Oreat Britain would 
incur great risk m affixing the Oreat Seal to a Bill 
ipving the Pope a concurrent ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion with the King. It would bo contrary to the 
Coronation Oath, and subversive of a fundamental 
part of the Act of Union.' 

His Majesty probably did not consider this answer 
sufBciently explicit. He again applies to Lord Kenyon : 

From the King to Lord Kenyon. 

' QuMn't House, lUroh 14th, 1705. 

* The £ng is much pleased with the diligence shewn 
by the I/>rd Kenyon in answering the questions pro- 
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poflcd to him ; but as he seems not fully apprised of ckap. 
the extent of the present application of the Boman 
CatlioUcs of Ireland, the King has thought it best to 
enclose the petition received yesterday, and the state 
of the question as drawn up by a right reverend prelate 
of that kingdom, on which the King wishes to have the 
Lord Kenyon's further opinion in writing. 

^Oeobgb IL' 

(Badoted.) 

^ It has been confidently reported in Ireland, that iu 
compliance with the unbounded requisition of the 
Boman Catholics, a Bill has been prepared to capacitate 
them to sit in Parliament mthout making and sub- 
scribing the declaration against Popery, or taking the 
Oath of Supremacy. This appears to be a direct vio- 
lation of the English Act of the SOth Charles 11., 
statute 2, diap. 1, which enacts, that no person shall 
sit or vote in Parliament until he shall have token the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and made, and 
subscribed, and audibly repeated the declaration against 
Popery therein contained ; wliich Act, as fiir as it relates 
to the said oaths and declarations, was made the law of 
Ireland, by the Irish Act of the 21st and 22nd of 
George III. chap. 48, sec. 3. It also appears to be a 
repeal of the Declaration of the Bill of Bights, which 
are expressly enacted and established ^* to stand and 
remain and be the law of the realm far ever."* It 
seems to be a repeal of the Act of Settlement, ** where- 
by all the laws and Statutes of the realm for Hcuriiig 
the established religion were ratified and confirmed." 
Among which statutes so confirmed, we must place the 
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OBAP. preceding statutes of Charles II. and the Declaration 
_^ - of the Bill of Bights. It appears also to be a direct 
17M. violation of the Act of Union (5 Anne, chap. 8), by 
which the inviolate maintenance and preservation of 
the establkhed religion in Ireland is secured, by pro- 
vidins ** that all and simmlar the Acts of Parliament 
then l/one for the esShmcnt and pr««rvation of 
the Church should remain and be in full force for ever. 
And it is further therein enacted, that this Act, and all 
and every the things therein contained, be and shall for 
ever be holden to be a fundamental and essential part 
of the Union." It seems also that an inviolable obser- 
vation of all these statutes is made obligatory upon 
every King and Queen of the realm by the Coronation 
Oath. 

* Is it not advisable, therefore, to put an end at once 
to a claim that is inconsistent and incompatible vnih 
the terms of the original contract between the King 
and the people, and subversive of that part of the 
Constitution formed for the preservation of the IVo- 
tcstant Bcligion established by law P The same great 
fundamental statutes, which secure the rights and 
liberties of the people, secure also the Protestant Re- 
formed Religion as by law established, and if diat part 
of them which secures our religion is to be repealed 
now, what security remains for the preservation of our 
civil rights and liberties ? Is it not therefore necessary 
to extinguish such vain expectations by an explicit 
dedaxation that they cannot be complied with P ' 

From Lord Kenyon to the King. 

* Lord Eenyon returns the petition he was honoured 



msw 



TIIE OORONATTON OATH. 317 



with, niul his Bcntimcnts on the state of the question 
which accompanied. 

* Your Majesty's most grateful and dutiful subject, 

• Kentox/ 

* It is a general maxim that the suprcam power of a 
State cannot limit itself. 

* Either of the Houses of Parliament may, if tliey 
think proper, pass a Bill up to the extent of tlie most 
unreasonable requisition that can be made ; and, pro- 
vided sound policy, and a sense of the duty they owe to 
the established religion of tlic country, do not operate 
on their minds so as to prevent their doing what is im- 
proper, there is no statute law to prevent their enter- 
taining and passing such Bill, to abolisli the supremacy, 
and the whole of the govcrunicnt and discipline of the 
Chiux^h of England, as now by law established. Our 
ancestors did not suppose, at the time of the Bcvolution, 
that any danger was to be feared from these quarters, 
and therefore the Statute Book does not exact any pro- 
missory oath from the Members of the Houses of 
Parliament, binding tliem not to receive or pass Bills 
hostile to the Beformed religion as by law established. 
But that is not the case of the King. Becent miscon- 
duct in the reign of King James 11. had raised great 
jealousy, and therefore the Coronation Oath exacts 
from the King an oath to maintain the laws of God, 
the tnie profession of tlie Gospel, and the Protestant 
Beformed Beligion established by law, etc. etc. 

^ The stiite of the question with whicli I have been 
honoured supposes that the requisition now made is a 
direct violation of the statute of 30 Car. IL sec. 2. 

* It certainly is inconsistent with that law, and if it 
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CHAP, shall be yielded to, will, in effect, repeal it, though 
^^^ ^ that law, when it was made, was looked upon by the 
^^^^ legislature as necessary for the more effectual preserv- 
ing the King's person and government, by disabling 
Papists from sitting in either House of Parli<amcut. 
How far that law still continues a fence for the Chiu*cli 
as by law established, must be judgeil of by those who 
are to act on the proposed repeal, if such a measure 
should be brought fonvard. 

* Those who tliink it is an important and necessary 
part of the defence of the Established Church, may also 
think that the Coronation Oath wAs meant to provide- 
against the King's consenting to the repeal ; for though 
an Act for repealing the statute of Charles II. would 
not in itself break in upon the Established Church, yet 
it would facilitate steps which might afterwards follow 
for that purpose, as by this means Papists might con- 
stitute a majority of each House of Parliament. 

*It cannot well pass observation, that the whole 
system of laws, as to the purpose of the present inquiry, 
was to guard against the possible introduction of Popish 
influence into any branch of the legislature. As far as 
respects the Sovereign, it is guanled by the oath he 
.takes, and with respect to the Houses of Parliament by 
the Declaration in 30 Car. II. 

I am not aware what clauses in the Bill of Rights 
are supposed to be broken in upon by what is sug- 
gested as likely to be proposed. The statute of 12 
and 13 William, chap. 2, shows the great anxiety the 
l^islature then had to guard against Popery. But 
here again the question recurs, How is the supream 
power of the country bound? The two Houses of 
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rurliamcnt nrc not under any promissory oath— ihat 
obligution has been extended to the King only. This 
statute of William nL has done no more, as fiu*as respects 
the present question, than the former statutes had done. 

* The paper I before sent stated, I believe, what 
then occurred, and all that at present occurs on the 
Statute of Union. In short, the question resolves itself 
to tliis: — ^Will the proposed Act violate that oath 
which promises to maintain and preserve inviolably the 
settlement of the Church of England, and the doctrine, 
worsliip, discipline, and government thereof, as it was 
at the time of the Union by law established witliin the 
kingdoms of England and Ireland, etc. f 

*Thc petition expresses apprehension of proscription, 
persecution, and oppression. All grounds of such 
apprehensions, if such Uiere really are, may be safely 
removed, if the late benefits, which the petition admits, 
have not removed them, without endangering the 
Established Church or violating the Coronation Cfath. 

^ I will out of anxiety add one word more. It seems 
to me that the judgment of the person who takes the * 
Coronation Oath miust determine whetlier any parti- 
cular statute proposed does destroy the government of 
the Established Church. 

' It seems that the oath, couched in the general terms 
in which it is found, does not preclude the party sworn 
from exercising a judgement, whether that which he is 
bound .to maintain will be essentially, or in any great 
d^ree, affected by the proposed measure.' 

The Attomey-Generars opinion, which seems to 
have coincided with Lord Kenyon*s, is briefly expressed 
in the note which follows :— 
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The Attorney-General to Lord Kenyan. 

* Does it not come round to this P When an oath 
is prescribed that you shall fnaintain the settlement of 
the Church generally^ without prescribing that you 
shall not give assent to the Repeal of a particular Act, 
must not the judgement of the person sworn, beifig con- 

^ stUuiionally advised^ determine whether the statute 

proposed does destroy the maintenance of the Church ? 
Oan the oath so generally expressed preclude the party 
sworn fix>m exercising a judgement whether that which 
he is bound to maintain will be essentially or in any, 
and what degree, affected by the proposed measure ? 

* This strikes me so at this moment, but I am lost in 
this casuistry. 

* Does it counteract anything you have written ? 

* J. a: 

This correspondence appears highly honourable to 
all the parties concerned. 

The reasoning of Lord Kenyon will be generally 
acknowledged to be conclusive on the point at issue. 

The nature and force of the Coronation Oath has 
been discussed ad nauseam^ and has been we may 
hope at last ^ finally set at rest 

The opening sentence of Lord Kenyon's reply appears 
to me conclusive. * It is a general maxim that the 
supreme power of a State cannot limit itself.' That is 
to say, in effect, the King has no power to bind himself 
beyond the intention of the party prescribing the Oath. 
Parliament prescribed the Oath, and Parliament has 

1 1869. 
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clearly a right to interpret its own act, or to remit chap. 
altogether the observance. Even allowing that the ^ 
Oath was originally intended to bind the Sovereign in 
his legislative capacity, the Parliament, representing the 
r>ollective authority of the nation, has full power to re- 
lease him. It is clear, however, that the Oath was in- 
tended to prevent the Sovereign from dispensing with 
the assistance of Parliament, and proceeding to destroy 
the Protestant form of religion, as James the Second 
had endeavoured to do. ' 

The question is clearly put by Bishop Watson in his 
Anecdotes of his own Life. 

*' The Coronation Oath,' he diere says, * is the con- 
firmation of a promise made by the King to the people : 
the obligation of the promise ceases and the oath is 
relaxed when the people by the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment declare that they do not in a certain point require 
the ixjrformancc of it.' * 

I will only add a quotation from a recently pub- 
lished work which bears testimony to the accuracy of 
the opinion given by Lord Kenyon : 

* He ' (Mr. Pitt) * was from the first aware that he 
should find difRculties in carrying the measures he 
desired; that some of his colleagues were averse to 
them, and that the King himself entertained, or at least 
had entertained, scruples as to the propriety of his 
consenting to them. This last difficulty^ however ^ he had 
a right to conceive to be not insuperable^ for he was 
aware that a year or two before George III. had con- 
sulted the Chief Justice, Lord Kenyon, and the Attomey- 
Qeneral, Sir John Scott, on the subject, putting his 

' Wfttton's Aneodotn of hit own Life, publishod in ISIS. 

Y 
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perplexities before them in the form of a legal question, 
whether he were not absolutely precluded by the terms 
of the Coronation Oath from consenting to any relaxa- 
tion of the laws affecting the Bomau Qitholics. Both 
of these great lawyers were, as politicians, strongly 
averse to any relaxation, but they combined a sound 
knowledge of their profession witli uncompromising 
honesty, and unhesitatingly rcplicil to the Sovereign 
that his oath did not forbid, and never could have 
been intended to forbid, his giving his royal sanction 
to any law approved and passed by Parliament. In- 
deed a knowledge of law was hardly required to 
establish that proposition; for unless that principle 
were admitted it would follow that the Parliament 
which framed the Coronation Oath must have had 
power to bind the whole legislature for ever on one 
point ; and if on one, on all on which it desired to 
bind it/ 



* Tlie first principle of the Constitution is the omni- 
potence of Parliament ; and that Parliament which 
certainly has power to remodel the oath to be taken 
by a future Sovereign, has power also to vary or 
qualify the interpretation to be fixed to an oath al- 
ready taken. In fact, the oath is taken to the people, 
and in the eye of the Constitution, Pai'liament is the 
people/ * 

The year 1795 was remarkable for tlie hid htirvest, 
and there was much distress and some rioting in the 
towns in consequence of the scarcity of bread corn. 
• Tliis month ' (July), says the Diary, • wheat sold at 

* Yoiige*8 Life of Lord LiTerpool, toI. i. p. 44, and yoL iii. p. 340. 
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a guinea a bushel, * (wheat and rye mixed) at chap. 

fifteen shillings ; barley at twelve shillings, oats at ^ ■ ^ ■> 
six shillings; very large importation from abroad. ^^^^ 
Much rioting on account of the deamess and scarcity 
of bread corn.' ' 

• The night before last/ writes Lady Kenyon on the 
16th of July, *thcy were very violent, wanted to get 
to Mr. Pitt's house to pull it down, but were kept off 
by the military. The Duchess of Gloucester was iu 
great danger returning from the Circus : she was pur- 
sued by the mob, crying •* No royalty I" " No Pitt I** till 
she got very near to her own house.' • 

Later on in the year, Lord Kenyon thus replies to 
his Mrife's apprehensions : — 

^ Perhaps you may have been anxious about me on 
account of the assembly yestenlay at Westminster Hall, 
but though a great crowd got together to hear Fox 
make speeches, yet they parted without any riot, and 
I got home on foot without the least insult, or seeing 
any confusion. I dine at Lord Belgrave's to-morrow.' * 

Measures to alleviate the distress, and, as fiu: as 
possible, to mitigate the scarcity, formed the principal 
subjects of discussion in the next session of Parliament. 

Thomas Pennant, the traveller, thus comments on 
the scarcity of grain : — 

* The corn bears a high price here. I am credibly 
informed that the Liverpool factors will offer to the 
farmers twenty-two shillings for what the farmers only 

* Illegible. 

* IMwpy, July, 1796. 

* Lftdy Kenyon to Lord Kenyon, July 16, 1705. 

* Lord Kenyon to Lftdy Kenyon, NoTember 17, 1705. 

T 2 
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CHAP, ask in market eighteen shillings and sixpence. If we 
have a peace, it will instantly go to France, for in the 
calamitous state of that country, any price will be 
given. I hope that evil will be provided against; 
otherwise there will be unblameable riots in all parts. 
I did write a good while past to the Master of the 
BoUs about the prudence of the measure of providing 
com fipom America. If shiploads were sent to the parts 
where it is now most wanted and sold at prime cost, it 
would be a most popular step.* ^ 

The writer of this letter was an intimate friend of 
Lord Eenyon's. 

He was a strong Tory of the old school, and had 
been a zealous opponent of Dean Shipley's ever since 
the trial of that functionary in 1780 : the recollection 
of which was still fresh in the Principality. 

The following are extracts from a large mass of 
correspondence by the same author : — 

'Downing-, Januaiy 15Ui, 1796. 

• My dear Lord, — This comes with every good wish 
of the season, and that the same may attend your 
worthy &mily. This day flatters us vrith the hopes of 
peace : an event devoutly to be wished, yet not to be 
urged by the nation, as that will prove the only means 

of forcing on us a bad one I think I may 

fairly say that our county, even the lower people, are 
loyal, veiy few excepted. This is a most comfortable 
reflection. I truly rejoice that oiu* representative took 
the side of ** for the passing the Bills against seditious 
meetings/' I jsee the General Enclosing Bill is in agi- 

> ThmnM Pennant to Lord Konyon, March a, 1705. 
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tation. There never was a Bill which may be so pro- chap. 

ductive of jobtt. * > ■> 
im. 

« Your Lordship's obliged and fitithful servant, 

* Thomas Psnitant.* 

The next shows the jealoiisy witli which the Tories of 
Nortli Wales still regarded the Dean of St. Asaph :^— 

* Does the Dean forget that judgement hangs over 
him still, and how unworthy he is of the lenity which 
still keeps it in suspension? We perfectly applaud 
your lordship's answer.* It was fit that the names of 
tlie Catilinarian band should be known. I should 
never sleep in peace had the black leader permission to 
wear a sabre.* I little doubt but its first use would be 
to cut down the supporters of every constitutional 
right ' 

The Same to t/ie Same. 

(Bztnot) 

* Dr. Parr * has visited the Vale and brought to our 

Solomon of his daughter, whom he had 

married, and the squire's son under his tuidon. The 
squire is a true democrat, and is even said to threaten 
to join the Frcncli. The Doctor was zealous in 
making proselytes, but met with insults and rebufls 
from every quarter except his Honor; possibly not 
fix>m the Dean, who was much with him.* 

* Vide supra, chap. ri. 

* Lord Kenyon had refiiaed, aa Lord Lraatenaat, tha oSbr ol Ida 
■ervioos in raising roliintaers. 

* Tha celebrated Dr. Pmt, bora 1747, died 1S25. 
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In 1796, Lord Kenyon endeavoured to secure a seat 

in Parliament for his eldest son, as Member for tlie 

*^*^ county of Flint. He was frustrated by an electioneering 

manceuvre, which was not very creditable to its authors. 

Sir Soger Mostyn, who had represented the county 
in eight Parliaments, died in 1796. His son, who be- 
came Sir Thomas Mostyn, was still some months under 
age. It was under these circumstances that a number 
of influential people invited Mr. Kenyon to stand. 

The Mostyn party, whoso influence wa<9 paramount 
in the county, pressed the young baronet's claims, and 
by fitvour of tlie High Sherifi* he was actually returned, 
notwithstanding the loud and angry protests of many 
of the county gentry. 

The election afterwards came before the House of 
Commons, when the defeated candidates petitioned 
against the return. The case was so clear that Sir 
Thomas did not venture to contest the petition, and 
eventually a Mr. Lloyd, who had stood second on the 
poll, was declared the Member.^ The matter is 
alluded to in the letters which are subjoined : — 

Sir TkomoM Hanmer to Lord Kenyon. 

* BetiJBfiold, Kovr. 0th, 1796. 

• My dear Lord,— Our election was yestenlay. Sir 
T. Mostyn was proposed again, upon which your son 
was proposed by Mr. Davies and seconded by Mr. 
Waring. They then put up John Lloyd, of Havor- 
dunas; upon which a }X>11 was demanded for Mr. 
Kenyon, and we polled a tally of the first ten votes ; 

> Oldfield's R«preMnt«tiT0 Historyy toI. ti. pp. 67, 6S. 
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then they polled a tally of the sainc uumber for Mr. J. chap. 
Lloyd, and then they polled for Sir Tho^ Mostyn. - ■ * 
Upon this I 8ix>ke to Mr. Beuuion, and he seemed to ^^^^ 
tliuik that our business was done, and did not poll a 
second tally, tlio* there was more to poll. Upon which, 
the other party polled on for a majority for J. Uoyd ; 
and, lastly, they polled a majority beyond J. Lloyd 
for Sir Tho* Mostyu ; upon which the SherifT deckrcd 
Sir Tlio* Mostyn duly elected, and returned liim. So 
you see they have John Lloyd ahead of your son, in 
case there is a petition against Sir Thos. Mostyn. The 
party all seemed very flat and serious, and behaved 
very dificrcntly fix>m what they did at the nomination, 
saving a few strictures from the Dean upon yoiur son's 
mode of addressing the freeholders, which he said was 
so much of a Itcpublican fonn, ** having omitted the 
usual method of the gentlemen, clergy, &c.," that it at 
once struck at tlie levelling all distinctions, which he 
said he could not believe came from Gredington, the 
house of the Chief Justice of England, but that it must 
certainly be an abominable and impudent foigery; and 
that tho' the name of Lloyd Kenyon was subscribed to 
it, he did not believe he wrote it, and so on and on a 
deal of nonsense, not worth your lordship's notice. I 
think they are very much ashamed of being driven to 
the distress of taking the Philosopher, as we call him, 
J. Lloyd, for a Deputy ; and I suppose Mr. Davies 
will write you fully about it, and acquaint you that 
it is our wish that a jietition should be presented 
against tlie return ; which, I think, will mortify them 
very umch; and whoever the man may be that sits 
at last, it will show that we have ])ower to prevent 
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Sir Th</ Mostyn from dttiiig this time, which in 
8ome d^ree will answer our end. I am just re- 
turned, and have not been at Gredington to acquaint 
them, and 

* I am, my Lord, in haste, 

* Your aflec^ and faithful servS 

' Thomas IUnmer.* ' 

Peier Whitehall Dames to Lord Kenyan. 

* BroQghtoii, Deo. 21tt, 1706. 

* My Lord, — I have had the satisfaction of being in- 
formed that the petition of the independent freeholders 
of the county of Flint has been presented to the IIousc 
by the Master of the Bolls . . . Notwithstanding the 
integrity of the petition, I am told that every mode 
which can be produced by evasive art will be brought 
forward to render it of none effect. In the fii*st place, 
they say that we cannot make his minority appear to 
the satisfaction of the House. In the next place, that 
tliey will procrastinate the final determination of the 
House upon the petition, until Sir Tlios. Mostyn is 
legally qualified to take his seat in the House. . .' 

In 1796, Lord Kenyon was made Lord Lieutenant 
and Custos Botulorum of the county of Flint, a dis- 
tinction which was at first very gratifying to him. 

The extra work, however, which it entailed, pressed 
too much on his spare time. He writes to his 
neighbour, Sir Thomas Hanmer, that he is sick of 
Militia business, and in 1798 he resigned tlie Lord- 

' The writer of ihui letter wm the grandfather of the present Loitl 
HannMT, and through life one of the most eeteemed friende of Lord 
Kenjon. He died in 1S28. 
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lieuteuaiicy, though he retained the oflice of CusIob 
Botulonim until his death. 



* Thomas Pamani^ Esq.^ to Lord Kenyon. 

*T}omma^ Jum the 9fed, 17M. 

* My dear Lofd^ — ^I lament your retreat from your 
provincial office, which you have so fully dischaiged ; 
yet when it contributes so greatly to your lordship's 
(comfort) amidst the important duties which <^[Mre8B 
you, I must acknowledge my concern to be selfish. 
You could not have had in all the kingdom so re- 
spectable, so amiable a successor/ ^ 

In the autumn of this year Lady Kenyon*s healtli 
became seriously affected, and the Chief Justice, in con- 
sequence, resided with her for some months at Bath. 
Ilere they made the acquaintance of the talented 
Ilaunali Mpre. The circumstance is alluded to in her 
Diary, where she expresses the pleasure it gave her to 
converse with so excellent a man. 

* Your lordship,' she writes, * is such a knovm ad- 
vocate for religion and virtue that I presume to break 
in for a moment upon your veiy important time to 
recommend to your patronage Uie enclosed little plan, 
undertaken with a view to instruct the poor, which at 
this ttlunning period seems to be no less an object of 
political than moral importance/ ' 

The object was a * plan for establishing a reixxutoiy 
of cheap publications on religious and moral subjects,' 
a step towards popular (education, the importance of 
which the writer was one of the first to recognise. 

* Lord BelgnTe. 

■ UMmah Hon to Lofd Kcnjon. Dfttod Bath, Jaauuy SS. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OffitM of OhHo9 Brwium — Mr, Canibridge — Earl of Oj^ford's Pro- 
ieii — Trial of Thomcu WiUianu — Mr, Erskine — Loyally Loomt^ 
Trials of CtUhiU and Wakefield. 

(1797—1798.) 

CHAP. In 1797 Lord Kenyon was able to ocstow upon his 
- » -'^ eldest son, who had attained his majority the previous 

^*^* year, the reversion of a valuable sinecure, the Custos 
Brevium of the Court of King's Bench : and when 
later in the year his second son came of age, he was 
appointed Filazer of the Court. 

The former office was held for life by Mr. Way, 
under a deed executed by Lord Mansfield when Gliief 
Justice. Lord Thiurlow thus writes to his friend on 
the subject in 1795 : — 

Lord Thurlow to Lord Kenyon. 

* Brighton, Sept. 13, 1796. 

* My dear Lord,— In walking, upon our Steen here 
I met Mr. Way, whom you know. He was very com- 
municative, and as our conversation turned a little 
towards the places which the late Lord Mansfield held 
in the King's Bench, I think it right you should 
know what passed, tho' probably it will not be new to 
you ; for tho' he talked very freely upon the rest of 
the late Eurl's aflairs, he seemed to be more reserved 
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ou the subject of tlie places to me than he used to be chap. 
with you, if I remember right the turn of your convcr- — ' » ■ 
sations with him. ^ 

* Lord M. has left the whole of his fortune, with 
small abatement, to the present Earl ; but I foi^ot to 
ask how limited. To his wife he lias given 1,500/. a 
year during her widowhood, in addition to her original 
jointure, which is on the Scottbh estate, and supposed 
not to exceed 1,000/L p' ann. He leaves her the use 
of Kenwood and of the house in town till the present 
Earl comes of age ; and after that time gives her 350/. 
p' aim. during her widowhood to find herself a house. 
To his four younger children he has given 30,000/^ a 
piece, in lieu of anytliing tliey can claim under his 
settlement ; so that the whole interest in all he has left 
vests in his eldest son. 

^ I find from Way that die places in the B. B. are on 
this and the late Earl's life, and consequently that 
nothing falls in. Thinking that no chatter we fell into 
would incumber or affect you, I made no scruple of 
putting cases to him about opening the Patent, with or 
without the concurrence of the infant, or the executors. 
It was u^x)n tliis occasion that he seemed somewhat to 
draw up, and to intimate Uiat was a thing for further 
consideration; u}X)n which I thought it necessary to 
make him observe that I had not the least idea of 
making any proposition to him, or of conveying any to 
you, but had been led into tliat idle sort of talk 
merely by the way in which he Iiad talked of the matter, 
or perhaps by the malaria of a listless place, and the 
rest of the conversation went on with Iiis commonplace 
observations on his great friends and his own health. 
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* His own health 8cein8 exceedingly broken, and his 
spirita worn with what he calls a flying gout, which 
^W* produces loss of ap|)etite, wont of sleep, and a lowness 
unaccountable. Baldwin lias sold his house to the 
Surgeons' CSompony, who (their lease of Surgeons' HoU 
being out) are converting tliat into Surgeons' Hall, and 
there they mean to dissect male&ctors. It is next door 
to him, and he laments over the money he has laid out 
upon his house, from which by these means he expects 
to be driven, and seems quite oppressed with that 
disaster. This, however, I give you by rebound fix>m 
the conversation he holds with others; he did not 
mention that to me. I have not another sheet of paper ; 
- so I can't treat you with a cover. 

*T .' 

When, many years afterwards, these sinecure places 
were abolished, a very improper attempt was mode 
to withhold compensation from the holders. Though 
the attempt was defeated by the good sense of the 
majority, there were many people who talked of these 
sinecurists as little better than harpies, because they 
refused to surrender their pecuniary rights. The real 
nature of these places has been very imperfectly under* 
stood. 

The Judges at the close of the last century were paid 
partly by fees and partly by salary. Tlieir whole re- 
muneration was very inadequate to the duties required 
of them. Thus Lord Kenyon's average salary (fees 
included), during the fourteen years he was Chief 
Justice, only amounted to 6,500/. a year, from which 
must be deducted all the ex]ien8es of the Circuits and 
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otlicr licnvy charges. It is obvious, therefore, that chap. 
tliere would often have been difRculty in inducing 
the best lawyers to accept the high judicial poets, 
and to sacrifice their large professional incomes, if 
there had not been certain contingencies attached 
to the possession of the offices. 

Of this nature were the valuable sinecures I have 
mentioned, which were ever regarded as saleable, 
though Lord Kenyon, amongst others, always re- 
fusal to exercise the right of s;ile. 

We have already seen that his refusal to sell the six 
clerks' offices while he was Master of the Bolls, had 
lx3cn lauded as an act of uncommon disinterestedness. 
In fact, he was the first Master who had refused to 
avail himself of the right. 

So impressed was Lonl Kenyon with the inade- 
quacy of the Judges' salaries, that with some difficulty 
he succeeded in inducing Mr. Pitt to increase those of 
the Puisnes. 

At the same time an increase of salary was offi^rcd 
to himself, and refused on the distinct understanding 
that he retained the patronage of the office. He 
preferred running the chance of obtaining one or 
more of the sinecure places for his sons, and his 
determination was approved by Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Loughborough. 

* It is with sincere pleasure,' writes the latter, * • I 
communicate to you the inclosed letter. The simplest 
security seems to me to be a bond from Messrs. H. 
(Hoare), (for the due performance of the duties.)* 



* On the appointment of hit fon m Custoe BreTiiini« ITOT. 
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CHAP. * You forget your own affairs, and tlmt I have an 
answer to send to the letter I sent you on Friday.' * 

A better system, doubtless, was after>vards introduced 
when the Judges were paid by fixed salaries, and all 
sinecims places abolislied ; but it was neither just nor 
equitable that the descendants of the Cliief Justices who 
tlien held the apix>intincnts should be expected to 
forego their claims. The offices, in fact, represented so 
much capital invested by their ancestors for their bene- 
fit, and were as much entitled to respect as any Trust 
Estiite in the kingdom. We are too apt to judge 
of these matters by the light of our own day, and to 
forget the contracts, actual or implied, entered into 
by a former generation, to which, by every reason of 
justice and good policy, the legislature is bound to 

give effect. 

The letter from Mr. Bose, which I subjoin, relates to 
the increase of salary above-mentioned ; and is interest- 
ing as shewing the views of Mr. Pitt's Government on 
the subject of corruption : — 

* The Right Hon. George Hose to Lord Kenyon. 

* My dear Lonl, — I feel the propriety of your con- 
versing with me on the subject of the allowance to 
the chairman of the Middlesex Sessions, rather than 
writing about it, as some particulars respecting the ex- 
tent of the duty shoidd be explained to you. I have no 
other wish than that a salary proportioned fairly to the 
trust and labour of the situation should be allowed to 
the person who fills it ; with Mr. Mainwaring I have 

* Lttim from Lend Loaghborovigh to Lord Kan jon, not dated. 
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no private friendahip, and his political conduct on very cttap. 
many occasions (generally the most important) has not 
recommended him much to fovor. Mr. Pitt, as well as 
myself, has some time felt as your lordship docs rela- 
tive to the Puisne Judges, and it is his intention in the 
next session to propose to augment their salaries I 

to 3,000/. a yair, which will probtibly be satisfactory, 
and (lerhaps to make a pro{K>rtional increase to the 
profits of tlie Cliief Baron; this is solely for your 
loixUhip's information at present. I have the good 
fortune to agree in opinion also with your lordship 
as to the proceedings of the lute Committees, influ- 
enced by their Cliairman. All real abwes I wish to 
see remedied as anxiously as any man in the king- 
dom. I will venture to say, too, that no imm living 
detests comiption and all corrupt practices more 
heartily than I do, but no Government can well go on 
without a* moderate influence ; we must take men as 
they are, we cannot make them to our minds. I can 
say with the most sacred rc^ird to truth, that no secret 
rewards have been bestowed by tlie present Govern- 
ment in suppoit of ib9 measures. Whatever has been 
given to or done for any, the pubUc know as well as I 
do. The chief promoter of the late inquiries knew before 
they took place, as well as now, that in the Courts of 
Justice no just grounds of complaint existed, — and 
producing all that is therein stated can answer no good 
end. At the same time it was impossible to check those 
inquiries without doing much more harm than could 
be occasioned by their proceeding, as it would then 
have been industriously propagated that there was 
much to conceal. 
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/ Parliament will not meet till the 20th, but that 
' will afford but little accommodation to your lordship, 
17W. us yQ^ juugt come up for the Term. 

* I am, my dear Lord, 

• Most faithfully and truly yours, 

* Oeoroe Rose/ 

Prom the same \)en is the following congratulation 
on the glorious victory of the Nile, fought by Nelson 
on the l9t of August : — 

* I cannot write to such a friend as your lordship 
without adding congratulations on a victory more bril- 
liant than any that has preceded it, and more impor- 
tant to the cause of religion, morality, and peace than 
any that has been obtained in modern times. It is 
hardly possible Buonaparte should establish himself in 
Egypt, and he will now find it equally difficult to 
escape from thence.' ^ 

Another letter a week later keeps Lord Eenyon 
informed of the continued successes at sea : 

< WhitehftU, Oct. ISth, 1708. 

*In the morning of Friday the 12th instant, a 
severe action (') was seen from the shore, off the Gory 
Island.' Tlie colours of the different fleets could not 
be (Ustinguished, but there were sixteen ships engaged. 
At three in the afternoon, after an action of five or 
mx hours, two ships were observed astern of the rest, 
one without her sails, all cut to pieces; five more 
aliead, making off to the westward, and the rest in 
close pursuit. There were two others closely engaged. 

* Dated October 9ih, 1798. 

* Off the vstnmfi nortli-ireit part of the ieleiicL 
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Sir John Wnrrcn's squadron of three sail of the line, chap. ( 

and two frigates, was off Broadhaven * the 10th, and ' — — ^ i 

Cap** Home, with three sail of the line and two ^'^^ j 

frigates, passed the Shannon on the 8th/ \ 

1 

It was during his residence at Marshgate that Lord | 

Kcnyon made tlie acquaintance of Mr. Cambridge, the 
author of the * Scriblcriad/ He was then an old man« 
but retained all the sparkle and vivadty of youth. 

These letters arc from his pen : — 

Richard Owen Cambridge^ Esq,^ io Lord Kenyan. 

* My Lord, — The Archbishop of Canterbury was so 
good as to lend me the book of Harper, the Ameri- 
can, which I mentioned to your lordship, and now 
recommend to you the earliest perusal of it. It is the 
best Anti-6allican, and the most copious assembkge of 
facts, all undeniably proved, that ever I saw. Every 
page cries to every State in Europe, 

Neacis, heu, perditft, neodtim 
Lftomedonteao sentit peijurU gentis \ 

* These said Pcrjuria are marked and proved in 
every page. Forgive the liberty I take in presuming 
to pronounce so on the character of Uie work.* . . . 

Tlie Sfime to the Same} 

(Exinct) 

* I am truly concerned that I dare not venture out 

1 * Not maiiy houn* sail from the plaoo of aotion. The Colupm hat 
taken, off Malta, two laige frigatee, auppoeed to be thoee whieh 
eicapod in Lord NeUon'i action. The Leander, it i« feared, mutt be 
taken, aa there are dispatches from Ld. St. V. of the 3rd of 
month, when she had not reached him.* 

• Dated Maieh, 1797. 
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CHAP, of the house this weather. I do mucli better by 
^* > ■» recommending to your Tdship my friend Edwards' 
*^* book' (not yet publislicd), sent to me Sunday evening. 
Finding it so informing and so strictly conformable 
to every piece of intelligence I had (and that very 
authentically) received on this most extraordinary sub- 
ject, I liastened through it that I might send it to your 
lordship during your confinement. I need not re- 
commend the observation on the contradictory orders 
of the changeable Directories, producing alternately the 
massacres of the people of colour, the whites and the 
blacks. But on the subject of the letter I take the 
liberty to desire yoiu- lordship to read Jirsi the last leaf 
of the history.' . . . 

Mr. Cambridge's visits were a source of great pleasure 
to Lord Eenyon and his sons. 

* He used to say/ records one of the letters, * that 
nothing was so easy as to put any subject into Latin 
verse/ One of the young men giving him for a subject 
the following, *Three blue beans inablue bladder — rattle 
bladder rattle/ he immediately struck off these lines — 

Tra utre in glauoo, gUuoo fakore colore, 
Utroqvo pereuMo, oonorepuen fabn, 

and added another version in Oreek — 

On another occasion the Chief Justice wrote out 
the following impromptu from his dictation : 

^ They rigged out a davit abaft from the wanlroom ; 

■ ThomM Bdwards, Esq., wm of • bMrrister, wm bred to tYie I«w, 
Imi nerer followed hit profoMion. Vide Ciiinbridge*t Life and 
Worta, by hie ion. London, 1803. 
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then they brought a hawser along the taflnul, and chap. 
boused by the main tackle/ 

' Turn tntbe proinia4 posiraiiiA a parte cariiue, 
ExoelaA poniia in puppe mdeaiabiu asUni, 
Orandibiu et troehleia oootoiio funa rerallQiit.' 

The above is faithfully copied from the original in 
Lord Kenyon's writing. 

The Chief Justice appears to have spoken loss and 
less in the House of Lords. As his judicial duties in- 
creasedf and he himself became older and less equal to 
the exertion, he was glad to absent himself frequently 
fit>m attendance in Parliament. 

I only find one report of any speccli made by him 
after 1796: and this was in answer to a personal 
attack made upon him ^ byLordMoira. 

Whilst he was presiding as Speaker in the same year, 
a curious' incident occurred: which at one time 
threatened unpleasant consequences. 

On a motion for Peace, the Earl of Oxford, intending 
to enter a protest, found on application to the Clerk's 
office that his address had not been entered on the 
Joiurnals, and he was informed that Lord Eenyon, who 
sat for the Lord Cliancellor, had carried it away. It 
had in fact by some carelessness been sent down to 
Christ Cliurch, Oxford, to one of Lord Kenyon's sons, 
and though returned by express, did not arrive till its 
absence had been noticed. The Earl, after publishing 
the protest in a newspaper, took an early opportunity 
of bringing the matter before the House. He moved 
that a Chancellor taking away the motion of any noble 
lord was guilty of a high breach of privily ; and that 

> Pari. Hiaiory, toI undii. p. 181. 
s9 
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CHAP, Lord Ecnyon, acting ns pro-Chancellor, having done so, 
^^ ■ ' -^ should be censured. 



^^' The Earl, however, in his anger had contravcnc<l a 
standing order of the House, which declared that any 
Peer who should print or publish the proceedings of 
the House, without the authority of the same, should 
be deemed guilty of a high breach of privilege. The 
position must have been rather a ludicrous one ; but the 
Earl of Oxford, who had only recently taken his scat, 
was probably unaware of the forms of the House. ^ 
He persistcil in his motion, and on a division stood 
alone in a House of fifty Members. 

Meanwhile several notorious offenders were tried 
before Lord Kenyon. William Stone, whose trial for 
high treason occupied two dap, was acquitted, the 
evidence breaking down. Kyd Wake, who had joined 
vrith the rabble in shouting and hissing at the King as 
he went to open Parliament, was convicted and sen- 
tenced to a severe punishment. Daniel Eaton was 
found guilty of publishing two seditious libels. 

* little sympathy,' says the historian, *was shown 
on these occasions ; the convicted were not adored as 
martyrs, nor were the acquitted elevated ■ into the rank 
of heroes.* • 

In 1798 a prosecution was instituted against Thomas 
Williams, a bookseller, for publishing Paine's blasphe- 
mous book, * The Age of Beason.' It was much to 
Erakine's credit that he consented to prosecute on this 
occa&on. His speech was a masterly exposition of 
law, and a splendid vindication of the truths of the 
Christian religion. 

* Adolplnis, t^ tL p. 083 d «egr. * A. p. 486. 



m. 



TRIAL OF THtOLVS ^\1LLIAM8. Ul 

So gross were some of the passages in Paine's book ooulf. 
that the Cliief Justice appealed to the good feelings of 
the reporters not to publish the blasphemous extracts, 
which it had been necessary to read in order to estab- 
lish the case. 

Lord Keu jon, — * Oentlemen, we sit here in a Christian 
assembly to administer the laws of tlie land, and I am 
to take my knowledge of what the law is from that 
which has been sanctioned by a great variety of l(^al 
decisions. I am bound to state to you what my pro- 
decessors in Mr. Woolston's case (2 Strange 834) stated 
half a century ago in this court, Uiat the Christian 
religion is part of the law of the land 

* I sincerely wish, in the language of the work to which 
I have just referred (An Apology for the diristian 
lleligion), that the author of the work in question may 
become jt partaker of that faith in revealed reU^on 
which he has so grossly defamed, and may be enabled 
to make his peace with Ghxl, for that disorder which he 
has eudeavoiured, to the utmost of his power, to intro- 
duce into society. .... I am fully impressed 
with the great truths of religion, which, thank God, I 
was taught in my early years to believe, and which the 
hours of reflection and inquiry, instead of producing 
any doubt, have fully confirmed me in.' 

The defendant was convicted, and sentenced to a 
year*s imprisonment with hard labour. A curious in- 
stance of Erskine's susceptibility is published in the 
State Trials in connection with this prosecution. It is 
best narrated in Mr. Erskine's own letter to Uie Editor: 

* Dear Sir, — ^Tou are well justified in requiring to 
know irAy, in the case of the King against V^lhams, 
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CHAP, for publishing Paine's Age of Beason, after receiving 

— ■ -^ and acting under a general retainer, and convicting the 

^^* defendant, I had not only refused to pray judgment 

against him, but had cancelled the retainers altogether. 

* Having convicted Williams, and before he had 
notice to attend the Court to receive judgment, I 
happened to pass one day through the Old Turnstile 
from Holbom, in my way to Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
when in the narrowest part of it, I felt something 
pulling me by the coat, when, on turning round, I saw 
a woman at my feet, bathed in tears, and emaciated 
with disease and sorrow, wlio continued almost to dnig 
me into a miserable hovel in tlie passage, where I 
found she was attending upon two or three unhappy 
diildrcn in the confluent small-pox, and in tlie same 
apartment, not above ten or twelve feet square, tlie 
wretdied man I had convicted was sewing up little 
religious tracts, which had been his principal employ- 
ment in liis trade, and I was fully convinced that his 
poverty and not his will had led to the publication ot 
this infamous book, as witliout any kind of stipulation 
for mercy on my part^ he voluntarily and eagerly en- 
gaged to find out all the copies in circulation, and to 
bring them to me to be destroyed. I was most deeply 
aflected vrith what I had seen, and feeling the strongest 
impression that it ofTcrcd a happy opportunity to the 
prosecutors of vindicating and rendering universally 
popular the cause in which they had succeeded, I wrote 
my opinion to that effect, that mercy being the grandest 
characteristic of the Cliristian religion, which had been 
defiuned and insulted, it might be here exercised, not 
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ouly safely, but more usefully to the object of the pro- cbap. 
secution, than by the most severe judgment, which ^- ^ " 
must be attended wth the ruin of this helpless family/ * ^^'^* 

The incident, which is highly honourable to tliis great 
advocate, reminds me of a similar instance of suscepti- 
bility which Lord Campbell relates of Lord Kenyon : 

* On the Home Circuit a young woman was tried for 
stealing to the amount of forty shillings in a dwelliug- 
housq. It was her first oflencc, and vras attended with 
many circumstances of extenuation. The prosecutor 
came forward, as he said, from a sense of duty ; the 
witnesses very reluctantly gave their evidence, and the 
jury still more reluctantly their verdict of guilty. The 
judge passed sentence of death. The unhappy pri- 
soner instantly fell lifeless at the bar. Lord Kenyon, 
whose sensibility was not impaired by the sad duties of 
his ofRce, cried out in great agitation from the bench : 
" I don't mean to hang you I Will nobody tell her I 
don't mean to hang her ? " I then felt,' concludes tlie 
narrator, * as I now feel, that this was passing sentence, 
not on the prisoner, but on the law.' ' 

As I may not have another opportunity for a digres- 
sion, while writing of Erskine, I \\'ill here insert an inter- 
esting letter from that great man, in which he alludes to 
liis former friendship with the subject of this biography : 

From Lord Erskine to Lord StoweU. 

* Buchvi HaU, Dm. 7tii, 1S81. 

* My dear Lord, — I rciid with great satisfaction in 
the ** Times " of yesterday, a most sound, satisfactoiy 

> HoweU*t Bute TrialB. 

* Lord CampboU't Livos of the Chief JusUone, vol. iii. page 8S, 
quoted fruin Tuwiuheiid. 
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CHAP, judgment in the Court of Admiralty, in tlie case of the 
^^ , ^* ** Dundee." ITie principle an which you acted (I speak 
^'•^* firom very old experience) is of immense importance to 
the safety of navigation on our narrow seas^ and if 
constantly and rigorously persevered in perjuries can 
rarely be successful. When a ship, having tlie wind 
with her course, consequently at her command, hears 
in the night the hailing of a vessel approaching her in 
the opposite course, or otherwise becomes aware of her 
approach, she must know t/iat such vessel is close hauled^ 
and ought not to be diverted from her course ; and she 
ought therefore to presume tliat her course would be 
adhered to, and she ought consequently instantly to 
bear away even to the wearing of the ship altogether 
rather than approach to the wind. 

* It is remarkable that rule, though known to sea- 
men, never in terms received the public sanction of a 
Goiurt of law until my own time, in a cause tried at 
Guildhall, before the late Mr. Justice BuUor, where as 
counsel for the defendant I stated, as an old sailor, that 
if the rule were otherwise, vessels close b) the wind 
and working against it, sometimes agiiinst the tide also, 
might in a crowded navigation be often obliged to 
bear away from the vrind to avoid danger, and might 
every time lose more ground in a few minutes than 
could be regained in many hours, whereas the vessel 
having the wind could lose no ground at all by giving 
way. 

* Mr. Justice BuUer felt the importance of the rule 
so strongly that he recommended the printing it on 
the ports of the Nortli, and I remember being [X)sses8ed 
of a copy of it. 
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* In the same manner there would be no safety for chap. 
travellerB by land, but for the inexorable law of the ^— » ^ 
road. If the sounds of carriages meeting one another ^^' 
arc heard, each party has only to draw close to his 
own established side, and no accident can happen, and 
this rule should never be broken in upon by distinct 
tious or qualifications of any kind. 

*I remember my excellent firicud, the late Lord 
Kcnyon, one of the best and ablest judges, and the 
soundest lawyer, in tryiug a cause at Guildlmll, seomod 
dis|)06cd to leave it to the jury whether tlic party who 
sulTered might not have saved himself by going on the 
wrong side of tlie road, where the witnesses swore that 
ample room was left. The answer to which is, Uie 
dangerous uncertainty of such an attempt, destructivo 
of all the presumptions of conduct founded upon law. 
Observing that Lord Kenyon was entangled >vith this 
distinction, from his observations in the course of the evi- 
dence,! said to the jury, in stating the defendsmt'scase: — 
*" Gentlemen, — ^If tlie noble and learned judge, in 
giving you hereafter his advice and opinion, shall 
depart from tlie only principle of safety (unless 
where collisions are selfish and malicious) and you 
blnxll act upon it, I can only say Uiat I shall feel 
tlie same confidence in his lordship's general learning 
and justice, and shall continue to delight, as I a) ways 
have delighted, in attending his administmtion of justice); 
btU I pray God t/iat I may never meet him on the roadJ* 
Lord Kenyon laughed, and die jury along witli him, 
and when he came to sum up he abandoned the dis- 
tinction, saying to the jury that he believed it to be the 
best course 9tare super anHquas viae. I heard of you 
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CHAP, in Scotland from several of my countrymen there, and 

^* ■ * was happy to see that you had been everywhere re- 

*^* ceived with the distinction to which you are so justly 

entitled everywhere. 

^ * This letter, dictated by the zeal of an old smlar^ calls 

for no answer. 

* Your Lordship's faithfully, 

* Ebskine.' ^ 

The loyalty of the great mass of the people was 
strikingly evidenced in the year 1798, by the support 
given to the voluntary contribution list. A sum of no 
less than two millions sterling was thus put at the dis- 
posal of the Minister for the purpose of carrying on 
the war. The following year, 1799, the experiment 
was again tried, and nobly succeeded. 

The principal Officers of State set a brilliant example. 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas each subscribed 2,000/. a year 
in lieu of their legal assessments. The Speaker and 
the two Chief Justices contributed the same sum^ * and 
the King subscribed no less than one third of his 
Privy Purse, or 20,000/. a year.' * 

A letter from the Chancellor alludes to the subject : 

From Lord Loughborough to Lord Kenyon. 

'ISthJanuaiy, 1706. 

* My dear Lord,— I saw the Speaker, after the con- 
versation that had passed between your I'' and me, 
this morning. He informed me that he had this day 

* This foitor wm kindly fiTen to the 3nd Lofd Kenyon by Ltdy 
Sidmonthy into whose poeeewion it had come amongit Loid Sidnumth'a 
pi^ioiv. 

* StMihuiVa Life of Pitt, toL iii. iM«e iSS. 
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directed his banker to contribute on his part 2,000/. by ^^^* 
quarterly payments, including therein the amount of 
his assessment, and that he had also sent several other 
contributions, which he ht\d been desired to make for 
other persons, of various sums, but mostly calcidated at 
one-fifth of income. He is sanguine in his hope Uiat 
the amount of contributions will rise very high, aud 
may even supersede the strict execution of the Act. 
I afterwards met Lord Damley, who talked to mc 
on the same subject. His assessment he had com- 
puted would amount to about 1,200/. or 1,300/. ; when 
I mentioned to him tlie Speaker's intention, he im- 
mediately said he should take the same line, and go to 
the same extent of sum. 

• Upon considering what it would be fit for me to 
do, I have adopted this line, to contribute, inclusive 
of assessment, 2,000/., by quarterly payments, and as 
much more as the amount of the fees of the House 
of Lords, which I shall direct to be paid in for the 
publick service during the war. The definite swn 
is far beyond the amount of my assessments; the 
uncertain amount beyond that, if it bears any pro- 
portion to the past receipts, is very far indeed beyond 
one-fiflh of my publick emoluments from office ; but 
after all, it is not an improper sacrifice on such an 
occasion. 

* I ever am, 

* Y" most sincerely, 

' LOUGHBOKOUOH.* 

Notwithstanding this splendid exhibition of patriotism, 
thei'e were still a few unprincipled men who continued 
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to Stir up sedition and encourage discontent in the 
country. The Government very properly checked these 
foolisli agitations with a strong hatid. One prosecution, 
however, excited some animadversion. Tliis was that 
of the distinguished Oilbert Wakefield. 

While the so-called army of England was threatening 
an invasion of our shores, Dr. Watson, Bishop of 
LlandafT, had published a pamphlet, exliorting Uie 
people of Great Britain to a vigorous defence of 
their homes and country. 

Wakefield, whose great abilities were unfortunately 
enlisted on the side of Jacobinism, answered this 
appeal by a pamphlet, which attacked with great bitter- 
ness ^ every part of the Constitution in Church and 
State/ 

For this he was prosecuted by the Attorney-General, 
and Cuthill, who had published the offensive work, 
shared the same fate. Some passages hi the pamphlet, 
which was brilliantly written, were certainly very 
offensive. I insert a few 8i>ecinicns : — 

* The present Ministry, therefore, and the abuses in 
Cliurch and State, are indivisibly intenvoven with each 
other, and every man alive who profits by these enor- 
mous inequalities can by no means be esteemed inde- 
pendent, but must be considered, in the eye of reason, 
as an interested supporter of our existing forms, which 
I, with many others, regard as utterly inconsistent 

w^Ui the true welfare of the community The 

established conduct of these Ministers constitutes an in- 
dulntable proof of their ill faith in tliis transaction, and 
a proof deduced also from the immutable operation of 
human passions; they have burthened the country 
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with ail immense, overwhelming debt, by an imcxain- 
pled prodigality of the public money ; they have reduced 
thousands and tens of thousands to wretchedness and 
l)cggary ; they have occasioned a devastation of tlic 
human species infinitely tremendous, beyond die most 
merciless tyrants of ancient or modem times ; the death 
of a fellow-creature is no more to them than the fall of 
an autumnal leaf in the pathless desert ; land and sea 
is covered with the carcases of their shun ; they have 
engendered sham plots, false alarms, and visionary 
assassinations, for the purposes of deluding the unwary 
and to esttiblish their own power, by a military dcs- 
l)otism in due time over England, like that which now 
tramples bleeding L*eland to the earth 

^ If the French come, they shall find me at my post, 
a watchful sentinel in my pm^ier box, my study among 
the venerable dead, sometimes investigating the origin 
of man and primeval history by turning the dark 
lauthoni of hcatlien records, or trimming Uie ever- 
lasting lamp of Moses, sometimes musing with the 
divine professors of the tuneful art, on subjects of 
taste and fancy, and sometimes meditating with the 
men of Galilee on mortality and immortsdity. No 
systems of ^Uhe many made for one,*' no zeal in 
support of frontlcss corruption and ** every evil work,'* 
shall dip my hands in the blood of men. Non res 
Somalia) [^erituraque rcgna. — Let those who have an 
interest in these fooleries and sins, let those who have 
brought us to this most alarming crisis, step forward in 
the day of danger, and fight the battles of their Baal 
and tlieir Mammon.* 

This may be philosophy, it may be patriotism, but 



850 LIFE OF U>}lh KKX^'ON. 

CHAP, it must be confessed it dilTers very sensibly from tlie 
patriotism of Pitt or of Fox. 
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VHum Europe crouched to France** yoke, 
And Austria bent and Prunia broke, 
And the firm Rustian'a purpose brave 
Was barter*d by a timorous slave, 
Ev'n then dishonnur*d peace us spum*d, 
The sullied olire branch retumM, 
Stood for hb countiy's glory fast, 
And tiail*d her colours to the mast. 

In summing up on Cutliiirs trial. Lord Kenyon six>kc 
with some vehemence against the criminal excesses of 
the French Revolution ; and his evident sincerity almost 
rises to eloquence. ^ I see no good,' he says, ^ in what 
has lately taken place in tlie affairs of another country. 
I see no good in the murder of an innocent monarch. 
I see no good in the abolition of Christianity. I see no 
good in the depredations made upon commercial pro- 
perty. I see no good in the overthrow and utter ruin 
of whole kingdoms, states, and countries. I see no 
good in the destruction of the sttite of a noble, brave, 
and virtuous people — that of Switzerland. In contem- 
plating these dreadful and horrid practices, we are all 
pledged deeply to do all we can to prevent such evils, 
unless we are convinceil that out of these disorders 
harmony will immediately arise.' 

Both defendants were convicted. Mr. Wakefield, in 
his defence, outdid himself in the violent eloquence of 
which he was a master. He did not scruple to att^ick 
Attorney-General and Judges, in language more suited 
to the stage than to the law courts. So little impression, 
however, did his harangue make upon the jury, that 
they returned their verdict without even retiring. 
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Event luilly the prisoner was sentenced to imprwon- chap. | 
nient for two yefirs, but he died only fourteen weeks ^- » " I 
after the expiration of his imprisonment. Some of the 
Wliig leaders were very severe on the Judges for 
their conduct on this prosecution. 

* I liave just read Grose's speech/ writes Mr. Fox 
to Lord Ilolland/ * in delivering sentence upon poor 
Wakefield, and think it is the most abominable and in- 
decent production I ever read ; though its being so 
incredibly nonsensical is in some degree a com^tioii ; 
and what a sentence, too ; you know it was said ami 
believed that Wakefield was considered as a poor en- 
thusiast, and the sentence would be mild. I never 
believed this.' 

Many must have shared the pity of the illustrious 
statesman for the unfortunate prisoner, but it is diflS- 
cult to see how the emls of justice could have been 
satisfied with a lighter sentence. 

That he was an enthiu^iast made him in fact more 
dangerous. With equal reason might Lord Oeoige 
Gordon have been held harmless in his vagaries. 
Equally an enthusiast, he was a less able one, and con- 
sequently, less likely to cany public opinion with 
him. 

■ June lit, 1799.— OoriwpoiidMioe of 0. J. Fox, tqL iiL pag* 16S. 
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CILVrTER XIII. 

EUvnfum */ Lord Efdon to the Beneh^-^Tjonl Wyn/onl — Correnpoit" 
thnee with Prhtcc of Wti/cs^^Com Searciiij-^Ltvi^ against 
ForciitaUiug and Kryraiiug — Trial of llwlflcld — lUnas and 
Death of Hon, Lloyd Ken yon, 

(1709—1800.) 

CHAP. On the death of Sir James Eyre, Sir John Scott, tlie 

XIII. 

■ t -» Attorney-General, was elevated to the Bench, and 
*'••• created a Peer by the title of Lord Eldon. On his 
appointment Lord Kenyon took the opportunity of 
saying, that from his experience of his abiUty Ire pro- 
phesied he wouhl prove one of the most consummate 
judges that ever sat on the Bench. Lord Eldon's sub- 
sequent career fully jastified his friend's partiality. 
If anything could be held to exclude him from the 
highest rank of Judges, it would be his unfortunate 
tendency to delay. 

Tliis inclination to doubt was early noticeable 
in his judicial career, and was mentioned to Lord 
Kenyon as a defect. * It must cure itself,' was the 
reply. Wlien he afterwards became Lord Chancellor, 
and the habit seemed to grow upon him, Lord Kenyon 
said, * It was a sad pity it should do so, in his case 
especially, as the publick suffered greatly, and nineteen 
times out of twenty he was right/ 

The affection and attachment of Lord Eldon for his 
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early [latrou was continued to his son, tlie secoml chap. 
Lord Keuyon. 

* I sliould have no secrets from your father s son/ 
was the kindly greeting with which he bade him 
welcome to his house shortly after the Chief Justice's 
death. 

Many years afterwards Lord Eldon, then in extreme 
old age, thus writes to his friend on the very subject 
we have been discussing : — 

Lord Eldon to Lord Kent/on. 

< 14ih Not., 1835. 

*My very dear Lonl, — ^I ought long ago to have 
th.ankcd you for the comfort I received from my 
daughter Elizalx^th's reading a letter, which I think 
you sent, resiwcting the velocity, the comparative velo- 
city, of Brougham and Eldon in Chancery and in 
Appeals. It is quite obvious that the nmnbcr of deci- 
sions in a given time proves nothing of the sort, 
which Lord B. and the present Att' suppose it to 
prove. In making a comparison, you must necessarily 
not meruly advert to the number of decisions, but the 
nature of the cases in which the decisions were pro- 
nounced. There have been no such matters since my 
time as a Queen's trial, the trial of a Berkeley Peer- 
age, or of the various questions in the great Roxburgh 
Peerages and Estates, in the last of which I think three 
days were employe<l in delivering my judgment — cum 
multid aliis. On a subject of this nature, however, my 
mind is at rest, though a very fidgety mind. I am 
mistaken if, after 1 am gone, the Chancery records do 
not prove I decided more than any of my predecessors 

A A 
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CHAP, in the same periods of time ; Sir Lloyd Kcnyon beat us 
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From Lord Eidon to the Chief Justice are the 
following extracts : — 

* I was under the necessity of attending at Wey- 
mouthy where I saw his Majesty, I think, extremely 
well, and found him giving the best admonition he 
could to his Chief JiLstice of the Common Pleas (Lonl 
Alvanley), by urging him to attend to the example of 
his superior Chief Justice. 

* I write to you instead of my Lady Keuyon, because 
I think it my duty to tell you that, as far as I could 
get information — and I think my information is accu- 
rate — ^the cause, and the only cause, of calling Parlia- 
ment is to propose a Bill for further reducing the 
militia and augmenting the r^ulars by taking into 
those corps such militia men as choose to enter. The 
measure, in some views of it, is an important one.' 

The Same to the Same. 

' October 3id, 1799. 

* No news from Holland. I fear that there is great 
distress in the commercial part of this place, as well as 
Liverpool, &c. I am apprehensive that there will be 
more. 

The next alludes to the late Lord Wynfonl, after- 
wards Chief Justice of the Common Picas. This 
eminent bwyer was many years at the bar without 
any opportunity of showing his ability. At length 
he was junior in an important case, when his leader 



IX)RD WYNFORD. 3&5 

was siuldcnly attacked with the i^out, and was unable chap. 

xm. 
to appear. * 

The attorney in charge of the case had so little con* ^^* 
fidence in Mr. Best, that he entreated him to throw iip 
his brief in order that some better counsel might be 
employeil. But the young man had a confidence in 
himself which encouraged him to persevere. The 
cause was heard before Lord Kcnyon, who was so 
much struck with the ability exhibited by the young 
lawyer that at the conclusion of liis speech he ex- 
claimed, * I never heard a cause better argued by so 
young a man.* Lord Wynford always attributed 
his rapid success after tliis time to the flattering 
testimony thus borne by the Chief Justice. 

Lord EIdon*8 letter explains itself. 

From Lord Eldon to Lord Kenyan. 

* My dear Lord, — ^A gentleman at the bar, who, I 
believe, has practised at your lordship's court, viz., 
Mr. Best, has called upon me to intimate that, in con- 
sequence of being frequently indisposed vrith the gout, . 
he is desirous of becoming a seijeant, and as I under- 
stand him, he says that your lordship intended to do 
me the honour to name his piupose to me, and has ex- 
pressed a hope that I will concur with your lordship 
in mentioning to the Chancellor that he is not an unfit 
person. He seems to me to be aflected with a disorder 
which I have suffered a little by, viz., a feverish incli- 
nation to get into that place in a great hurry, from 
whence he may sometimes say with as little of comfort 
as I do, " Vestigia nulla retroraumy With respect 
to myself, as far as any such matter depends upon me, 

A A 2 
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CHAP, wlien any gentleman comes from your courts the sifie 
qua non with me is your lordship's approbiition of his 
conduct, and %ntli that in his hand he would with me 
want no other introduction if he was seeking admission 
into the land of plenty instead of desiring to be num- 
berc<l as one of a starving flock.' 

The same year the well-known James Allan Park 
put his foot uiK)n the first step of the ladder of ])romo- 
tion. He was one of the many successful lawyers wlio 
in after days attributed his success in great measure to 
the help and assistance of Lord Kenyon. 

* My gratitude,' he writes, * and thanks ever attend 
your lonlship for the flattering testimony you have 
borne to my character as a lawyer, and what I prize 
infinitely higher, as a man/ ^ 

The high reputation which liord Kenyon enjoyed 
for honesty and integrity of purpose did not secure 
him from some vexatious criticism. His uncompromising 
endeavoiurs to improve the tone of society by dis- 
couraging immorality and gaining raised him up many 
enemies. Some well-intentioned people thought that 
he presumed too much on his position as custas monim^ 
and allowed too little for the so-calleil venial follies of 
the day. 

One threat especially was not easily forgotten by the 
ladies. 

Becommcnding that fashionable gaming establish- 
ments should be indicted as common nuisances, he 
said: *If any such prosecutions are fairly brought 
before me, and the guilty parties are convicted, what- 

> J, Allan Park to I/>rd Kenjrcm, 1709. 
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ever may be their miik or station in the country, chap. 
though they may be the first ladien in the land, they '- « V 
sliall certainly exhibit themselves in the pillory.* The ' 
next week Oilniy had a large engraving representing 
two of the most fashionable lady gamesters in the 
pillor}% and the Cliief Justice mercilessly administering 
the scourge. 

* I have just seen one of the prints of Ladies Buck- 
inghamshire and Archer in the pillory, a very ridicu- 
lous good print if it will but deter them from deserving 
the reality of it. I hear there is another, in whicli 
Mr. Fox and your father are introduced, wliich is not 
so much approved/ * 

The same uncompromising zeal in what he considered 
to be the right discharge of his duty, brought him this 
year into collision with an illustrious personage. 

An application had been made to the magistrates of 
Middlesex for a licence to open a new gaming-house, 
and it was said that his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales was in favour of the application. The magis- 
trates were in a dilemma, and in their perplexity ap- 
plied to Lord Kenyon for assistance; asking him to 
allude to tlie subject in one of his chaises, in such a 
manner that their hands might be strengthened, and 
they might be able to refuse the application. This 
was done * in the course of a discussion on an annuity 
in which the name of Martindale, a bankrupt, occurred. 

^Lord Kenyon asked if that was Mr. Martindale 
who some time ago kept a gaming-house. Being 
answered in the affirmative, his lordship said he could 
not help uttering a few wonls relative to thai ix^rsou, 

* Lady Kciijron U* her hoim. 
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CSAP. although it was not strictly r^ular for him to do so at 
^T ■ ' that moment. He remembered .that in a cause tried 
17W. i)efore him at the Ouildliall, Mr. Martindale s certifi- 
cate as a bankrupt was proved to be of no legal eflect, 
because he had lost such sums of money by gaming as 
rendered such certificate void. 

* He had heard it rumoured, and he had I'eceived 
information from persons whom he presumed to be 
actuated by virtuous motives, that sjiacious premises 
were preparing in which it was intended that this 
person should keep a subscription gumiug-house under 
tlie jmtronage of a very high and illustrious personage. 
That he presumed could not be done without a licence : 
he trusted therefore that the magistrates who had the 
power of granting such Ucence, woidd consider atten- 
tively what their duty to the public was, before they 
would do anything so contrary to their duty as the 
granting such a licence would be. 

*His lordship added, he was of opinion that of 
gaming-houses there were enough already.* 

Tliis temperate appeal called forth the angry letter 
which I subjoui : — 

The Prince of Wales to Lord Kenyon. 

* Ctfltou HouM, NoY. 16th, 1799. 

*My Lord, — As I am thoroughly iKjrsuaded that 
in the administration of justice the very last tiling that 
could ent«r your lordship s thoughts would be by any 
remark that may fall from your Yip^ to unwarrantably 
prejudice the publick mind against an imlividual of any 
description whatever, I am confident tliat your lonl- 
ship could never have used the expreeeion, which in the 
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notion of cvciy one no decidedly alludes to me, as 
stated in a morning paper of yesterday, which my 
Attorney-General has the honor to bear you. It is true 
that, from application? from many respectable quarters, 
I have been mduced to assent to my name being placed 
among others as a member of a new Club to be insti- 
tuted under the management of a Mr. Martindale, 
merely for the purpose of social intercourse, of which I 
never can object to be a promoter, and especially as it 
was represented to me, that the object of this institution 
was to enable his Trustees to render justice to various 
honorable and fair claimants. But if these weix; really 
your lordship's words (which I cannot for a moment 
supjK>se), give me leave to tell you that you have totally 
mistaken my character and turn, for of all men uni* 
versiilly known to have the least predilection to play, 
I am perhaps the very man in the world who stands 
the strongest and the most proverbially so upon that 
point. I shall not trouble your lordship further upon 
this strange circumstance, as Mr. (iraham will convey 
to you my feelings and sentiments upon it, and I am well 
persuaded that your own knowledge of the world, as 
well as the urgency of the case, will suggest to you the 
propriety of taking sucli measures in consequence as 
are requisite, and ouglit to be adopted. 

^ I have the honor to be, my Lord, 

* Yours, &C. &c. &c. 
' Oeoroe p.* 

It must have puzzled even the astute old lawyer to 
answer this clever letter. 

The rejily dehveitMl to Mr. Graham was as follows:^ 
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CHAP. *In the discbai^ge of my judicial office I have for 
^" ■ -^ some years kboured to put an end to Gaming. Many 
inferior offenders have been brought to justice ; but I 
am Sony to say that no effectual prosecutions have been 
hitherto commenced against the houses in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. James's, where such examples are set 
to the lower orders as are a great scandal to the 
country. 

* Within this fortnight I read a panigniph in the 
Times, stating that tlie house formerly cxrcupicd by 
Lord Buckinghamshire in Bond S^ was preparing to be 
kept as a Club-house by Mr. Martindale, under the 
patronage of the Prince of Wales ; and the jiaper pro- 
ceeded to sUite, that there were already gaming-houses 
enough in S^ James S\ I have not tlie newspaper in 
my possession and do not affect to state the wonls. 

* I received a few dap afterwards a letter (without a 
name, but apparently coming from no common hand) 
stating the above facts, and urging it as my duty to 
take some notice of this as likely to operate against 
magistrates granting a licence, and intimating that 
some of the magistrates would not .grant a licence if 
my sentiments were known to be against it. But every 
Commission of the Peace, which has many names in it, 
may have some corrupt and profligate members. I 
therefore considered what to do, and it was not without 
most respectable concurrence that I stated the &ct 
publickly, in the hope it might have a good effect and 
prevent any Ucence from being obtained. 

* I have seen tlie paragraph in the paper sent me and 
in the Times — ^what passed is stated with some diffe- 
rence— •! cannot say which is more exact. 
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* I will uot disavow what I have done — and upon chap. 
reflection I hope liis Eoyal Hifi^hness will find nothing ' — •■^ 
in my conduct to disapprove. If there be scandal in ^'*' 
the statement, I am not the author of it ; I barely stated 

tlie panigraph that appeared, in order to account for 
my giving an intimation to the magistrates. Of Mr. 
Murtindule I know nothing but what has appeaixxl be- 
fore me judicially. He has stated before me, on his 
oath, that he kept a house where gsiming was carried 
on to a great extent — tliat he advanced money for the 
pur}K>ses of play to the amount of at least several 
hundred ix>und.s. 

* By these nuuiiis his creditors have been defrauded, 
as at least one instimce has appeared, where the person 
wlio borrowed the money has publickly been defended 
against tlic payment of his notes, upon tlie ground that 
tlic money was lost at play, though Martindale swore 
that the same ])erson was occasionally a winner, and 
received and kept his winnings. 

*It will occur to every man who can distinguish 
right from wi*oiig, and who considers the laws respect- 
ing tlie licensing of publick houses, tliat it would be 
criminal in any justices to license a man whose conduct 
lis tlie keeper of a publick house had been what I 
Imve stated, and which I BUxtcfrom his oxen oath. It 
fiurther appeared on oath that Martindale has lost 
money at play to an amount, and under circumstances, 
that put an end to his certificate. 

* His Majesty, by his proclamation, has called upon 
the magistracy of the country to use their endeavours 
to suppress gaming. The duties of my office require it 
from mc. I have attempted to do it. Tlicre is a quarter 
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CHAP, to which I feel more gratitude thau I shall ever find 
^" . -^ words to express. I receive constant approbation and 
^^' the moet encouraging kindness from that quarter. In 
what I said in Court, I barely stated existing and most 
notorious fiicts, and in doing so, I had not the most 
distant thought of wounding the feelings of the Prince 
of Wales ; fairly represented, it could pot have had 
that effect ; if it has been made use of to produce that 
effect, I am truly sorry for it, and consider mjrself as 
80 fiir unfortunate. 

* I heartily wish that his Boyal Highness was fairly 
informed of my judicial conduct, and would approve of 
it, if it be fit for his approbation. I am not indifferent 
to the fiivourable opinion of great and good men. The 
history of this country shews that the firm conduct of 
one of my predecessor extorted the approbation of a 
Prince of Wales, and perhaps that act of condescen- 
sion was not the least brilliant part of that renowned 
character. 

* I would throw myself at the Prince s f(»et if I 
had wilfully offended him; but I owe it to myself 
and the publick not to disgrace my character by 
acknowledging baseness I am a stranger to. 

* Upon a review of my conduct, I ask for, and, may I 
say without offence, I expect his appi*obation. It will 
gratify me, and I hope not disgrace him. I have had 
abundant proof that the conscientious dischai^^e of 
my duty has created me many enemies, but not one 
hitherto whom I would wish to call my friend.* 

Lord Kenyon at the same time addixxsed a letter 
dunect to the Prince, which I subjoin : — 
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^ Lord Kenyan to UMM. t/ie Prince of Wales. chap. 

XUL 
'20th Not., 1709. 

« Sir, — I have been under some difficulties in what 
manner I ought to act in consequence of the letter 
your Boyal Highness condescended to honour nic with. 
I was apprehensive if I wrote immediately to you it 
might be deemed too obtrusive, and therefore I com- 
nmnicated what I had to say to your Attorney-General 
in writing. 

* Knowing that I feel all respect for every branch of 
my Sovereign's family, I hojie that in ])resuming to 
send this lett43r I do not trespass impro[)erly. 

* I thought it my duty to recommend to the magis- 
tnitcs not to grant a licence to £Ir. Martindale, con- 
sidering what has {xissed res|)ecting him before me 
judicially. This is my settlal opinion at present, and 
this I wished to hnpress. I do not recollect the 
expression I used, but to a.<^ist my im|>erfect memory 
I have applial to the better recollection of the most 

eminent prnctisers in the Court, and they assure me \ 

that I used no word which could be deemed offen- 
sive to your Boyal Uighness. I can only add that 
I am confident that I meant nothing offensive to you. 
Those know little of my sentiments who conceive me 
caimble of using language tending to expose the higher 
orders of the State to censure or light observations. 

* May I presume to hope that your Boyal Highness 
will pardon this trouble ? 

* I am, with great respect, y 

* Your Boyal Highness s . 

* Most obedient humble servant, < 

* KfiNYON.' 
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CHAP. Lord Kcnyon was not a ready writer. One of 
^- . -' his friends once bantered him for allowing Bomncy 
^^^' to paint him with a pen between his fingers. * You 
never use it,' he added. 

It would have been difficult, however, for the most 
practised i^enman to have composed a better defence of 
his conduct. In calm and dignified language, he un- 
compromisingly affirms tlie justice and necessity of his 
act, and while treating his illustrious correspondent 
with all the respei*t due to ])is position, he refuses to 
dissivow his own share in the transaction, but claims 
the support of all well-disi>osed subjects in the execu- 
tion of his duty. 

The Prince doubtless accepted the explanation in 
the conciUatory spirit in which it was offered. At any 
rate, no further communication seems to have taken 
place on the subject. 

Tlie following yesir his conduct on the bench was 
again the subject of some comment. He had taken a 
very decideil line in actions for crim. con., and had 
generally succeeded in inducing juries to mark their 
sense of the lax tone of monility then prevalent, by 
giving large damages. In some cases it would api^ear 
that Lord Kenyon had rather overstepixkl his duty as 
cu9to9 morum^ and had allowed his love for morality 
to get the better of his judicial prudence. 

Lord Carlisle, in his speech on the Adultery Bill 
in the House of lionls, animadverted somewhat strongly 
on these chaises, sarcastically sneering at * the lcgs\l 
monks* who presided in the courts of justice, * igno- 
rant,' he said, * of human nature and the ways of men.* 
Lord Kenyon might well have afforded to have left 
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these obson'ations unnoticed : but they rankled in liis chap. 
mind, and in subsequent trials he conipLiined, some- *- ■ ^ 
wliat querulously, of the attacks made upon him. 
In the C4ise of Taylor r. IKitlwood, in the .Court of 
King's Bench, addressing the jury, he said: * Gentle- 
men, we have had a great many ciiuses of this kind, 
in the de<*ision of winch, I believe, some of yon 
have assisted, and before you decided tliem yon 
took into your consideration an enlarged view of 
the affairs of the world ; and yet somebody or other, 
at least some publications, tell us that the Judges 
(whether the observation extends to Juries I know 
not) are legal monks ; that they know nothing of 
the world; that they are shut out from the world, 
and bring along with them crude opinions of their 
own, by which they are guided in Courts of Justice. 
VVliat is the world ? If a knowledge of the world is 
to be got by sauntering like young men of fashion about 
Bond Street, if it is to be obt4iined at gaming-tables, 
or on the course at Newmarket, I disavow being 
acquainted with it. But surely something of that 
which may tndy be called a knowledge of the world, 
quicquid atjunl homines^ may be attained in Courts of 
Justice, at least I believe so. There you hear the various 
transactions and affairs of men of all ranks in the com- 
munity fully discussed, and their diflcrences decided 
under the sanctions of Beligion, Morality, and Justice.' 
The retort, which seems a very fair one, was too 
pointed to escape notice, and Lord Carlisle actually 
threatened to bring the Chief Justice before the House 
of Lords for a breach of privilege. The motion was 
allowed to remain on the notice book of the House till 
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CHAP, the evening when it sliould have been imule, wlicn it was 
*- ■ -'> witlulrawn. 

A very steclfnst friend of Lord Kenyon s thus writes 
to him on the subject :-^ 

Marquis Toumshend ^ to Lord Kenyan. 

* Weymouth St., ISth June, 1800. 

* My Lord, — I tnist you will liave the goodness to 
excuse this interruption, as I cannot refuse myself the 
pleasure of assuring your lordship how higldy I was 
gratified yesterday in our Uouse of Parliament by the 
justice and esteem which was expressed for your lord- 
ship's character and public service, and concern also 
for the cause of your lordship's leaving town. 

* Lord Carlisle's motion seemed only to effect a retreat, 
and it was attended with such observations upon the 
irreverence of jiersons of high merit in Church as well 
as State, as must have been a serious warning to ca- 
lumniators without doors and within, had not the 
House been clcannl before the business began 

* I remain, with truest esteem, yoiu: Lordship's 
* Obligeil and faithful humble servant, 

* TOWXSHEM).* 

The following is a handsome testimony from the 
Kshop of London to the Chief Justice's eflbrts to 
obtain a much needed reform in the Church : — 

The Bishop of London (Porteus) to Lord Kenyan. 

'Fnlham, May 18th, 1700. 

* ily dear Lonl, — Before I depart for my visitation 
in Essex, which I do this morning, I cannot forbear 

* 0«<wge, lit Marqnu, a Field ManhAl in the army. Berved at 
Detttngeii, Fontenoy, Ac., oht. 1807. 
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expressing to your lordsliip the high sense I entertain chap. 
of your goodness and friendship towards me, in the ^-^^ — ' 
lionourable mention you were pleased to make of mc *^ 
from the Bench a few days ago. Laudari a laudato viro 
is always a grateful circumstance, and there is no oue 
whose approbation I am more ambitious of obtaining 
than your lordship's. I must also tttke this opportunity 
of returning you my sincere tlianks for the essential 
service you have done to religion and to the Churcli 
of England by the decided opinion you gave at the 
same time, with so much dignity and solemnity, on 
the subject of residence. That opinion comes with 
so much weight from a great and upright Judge, 
no less distinguished by his zeal for the interests of 
morality and religion than by his talents and emi- 
nence in his profession, that I trust it will have a 
most powerful influence on the minds of the clergy, 
afid give energy and eflcct to the efforts of those 
Bishops that are endeavouring (too often in vain) to 
enforce on the parochial ministers under their care H 

that imjwrtant, but too much neglected duty of re- ^ 

siding in their benefices. \ 

I have tlie honour to be, with the truest veneration 1 

and respect, 

• Y' Ix)rdship's, &c. &c. 

* B. London.' 



During the year 1800 the scarcity consequent upon 
the recent bad liarvests assumed alarming proportions. 
To a later genemtion, which recalls with a thrill of pain 
the sufferings of the Irish during the potato famine, 
and the prostration of Lancashire during the cotton 
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CHAP, distress, it will i^crhnps seem doubtful whether there 
really was the same extent of sufleriiig prevalent at the 
oommeucementofthecentur}% It must be remembered, 
however, that out of much smaller rasources the 
country had then to carry on an expensive foreign war, 
while the foreign ports were for the most part closed 
to as for the importation of corn. 

Private charity, which to a large extent mitigated 
the suflerings of the people in Ireland and Lancashire, 
had not yet the means adequate to the occasion, and emi- 
gration, which has recently helloed us in times of dis- 
tress, was then but feebly encourageil. 

How little the proper remedies were understood, 
may be amply gathered from the correspondence of 
the day. 

Of all the great statesmen then living. Lord Gren- 
ville and Mr. Fox alone seem to have at all thoroughly 
understood the principles of Free Trade. Erskinc, in 
other respects as enlightened and advanced a politician 
as any of his contemporaries, was an advocate for 
strong repressive measures : while Pitt, as Lonl Stan- 
hope has pointed out, was in favour of the principle of 

the Corn Laws.^ 

« 

The remedial measures adopted consisted principally 
of ingenious contrivances for limiting the consumption 
of bread. In the House of Lords, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury endeavoured to limit the quantity of bread 
to be consumed in each family to one quartern loaf a 
week for each person. Bakers were to be prohibited 
from selling bread until it had been baked twenty-four 
hours. Distillers were prohibited for a limited time 

' Lord 8t«n]iop«*s Life of Pitt, vol. iii. pages 247 et »q. 
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from using com in their production of spirite. Mean- chap. 
while private individuals endeavoured to mitigate Uic 
distress in their own districti. For sevemi years Lord 
Kcnyon was in tlie liabit of retailing flour and oilier 
provisions at a minimum price, an example which ^mtos 
largely followed. 

The extent to which the pressure was felt may be 
imagine<l from the following icdpesi which were largely 
circulated at the time : — 

VAJiT SAvnro or bmai>» or kvbrt honmt and utDusnuoim 

MAN UM OWN OOOK, 

Exporimcnts mmlo by Jmiim JohiuUm, M.D., PhyaieiMi of ilie 
Roynl Hospital at UaaUr, »i tlio roqnoil of tiio Hon. Vioo-Adniiml 
WUliam WaldograTO : 

Fini Trial. t. iL 

Doef Stickinffi, 1 lb 4 

Scotch Barley, 1 lb 4 

Poiatoot, G lb. . 3 

Onions 0} 

Popper and Salt 0| 

Uaoon, 4o«. 2 

Produce, quarto .12 

J^. &G. ^. 1 

])ut the }x>licy which was most controverted was 
the enforcement of the dormant laws against forestalling 
and regmting. Lord Kcnyon was chiefly instrumental 
ill carrying out this ix)licy. In his cliarges to the juries 
at tins time, he strongly rebuked the greed of the 
mono^x)lists, and urged their severe punishment, to 
deter others from following their example. 

Tlie iwlicy was highly popular with the people, 
though it must be owned it did not evince a very 
acourale kiiowlodge of tlie principles of political 
fn»iic»my. 

li n 
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CHAP. The grounds upon which Loni Kcnyon founded liis 
opinion, are stated in two judgments — ^Waddington's 
Cose, and Bex v. Busby. 

LordKenyon . . .* This is a most momentous 

question, and it well behoves us to be sure of every 
step we take. Whatever measures the legislature in 
their wisdom may think proper to adopt, in order as 
far as possible to alleviate the present pressure, and 
prevent its recurrence, we, in the meantime, must act 
upon the law as it is ; such as we find it transmitted to 
us by the most reverend sages of the law. It has 
been said that if practices, such as those with which 
the defendant stands chained, are to be deemed 
criminal and punishable, the metropolis would be 
starved, as it could not be supplied by any other 
means. I by no means subscribe to that position. I 
know not whether it be supplied from day to day, from 
week to week, or how otherwise ; but this is to me 
evident, that in whatever manner the supply is made, 
if a number of rich jxirsons are to buy up the whole or 
a considerable part of the produce fix>m whence such 
supply is derived, in order to make their own private 
and exorbitant advantage of it, to the public detri- 
ment, it will be found to be an evil of the greatest 

magnitude Here is a person going into the 

market who deals in a certain commodity. If he went 
there for the purpose of making his purchases in the 
fair course of dealing, with a view of afterwards dis- 
persing the commodity, which he collected in propor- 
tion to the wants and convenience of the public, what- 
ever profit accrues to him from the transaction, no 
blame is imputable to him. On the contrary, if the 
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whole of his conduct shews plainly that he did not chap. 
moke his purchases in the market with this view, ^" > * 
but that his traffic there was carried on with a view ^'^ 
to enliance the price of the commodity, to deprive the 
people of their ordinary subsistence, or else to compel 
them to purchase it at an exorbitant price ; who can 
deny that this is an oflfence of the greatest magnitude ? 
It was Uie peculiar policy of this system of kws to 
provide for the wants of tlie poor labouring dass of 
the country. If humanity alone cannot operate to 
this cud, interest and policy must compel our atten- 
tion to it.' * . . . . 

In chai*<Ting the jury on Susby's trial, Lord Kcnyoii 
says : * Though in a state of sodety some must have 
greater luxiu-ies and cuuifiirts than others, yet all 
should have the necessaries of life : and if the poor 
man cannot cxi^t, in vain may the rich look for 
liuppiness or prosperity. The legislature is never so 
well employal as when they look to the interests of 
those who are at a distance from them in the nmks of 
society. It is tlicir duty to do so ; religion adls for it ; 
humanity calls for it ; and if there arc hearts who arc 
not awake to either *of those feelings, their own inte- 
rests would dictate it. The law has not been disputed, 
for though in an evil hour all the statutes which had 
been existing above a century, were, at one blow, 
repealed, yet, thank Ood, the provisions of the com- 

mon law were not destroyed I wish Dr. 

Adam Smith had lived to hear the evidence of to-day, 
and then he would have seen whetlier such an 
offence exists, and whether it is to be dreaded. K 

* Bex. «. WMkUngton, 1 BMt pp. 157, 158. 

B B 3 



xm. 



372 UF£ OF LOKD KENYON. 

CHAP, he had been told that cattle and com were brought 
to market, and then bought by a man whose purse 
happened to be longer than his neighbours', so that 
the poor man who walks the street and earns his 
daily bread by his daily labour could get none but 
through his hands, and at the price he chose to 
demand — that it had been raised Sd.^ 6d.^ 9J., 1«., 28. 
and more a quarter on the same day, would he have 
said there was no danger from such an offence ? ' 

We may confidently imagine wliat Adam Smith's 
answer would have been to these fulla^ues ; but the 
motives of the Judge were as honourable as his political 
economy was faulty : and he hardly deserves the con- 
demnation which Lord Holland has passed upon him.^ 

After all, he was backed up and supportal by such men 
as Erskinc and the Duke of Buckingham, and sustained 
in hb error by the approbation of tlie public. * I remem- 
ber the time,' says Sydney Smith, ^ when ten judges 
out of twelve laid down this doctrine in their chaises.' 

The public feeling on the subject is amusingly de- 
mcmslrated in the following :-* 

THB FORESTALLEnS IN THE DUMPS. 

A New Song. 
7ufi€.— Tlic Rmwt Boof of Old England. 
Come neighboun aitond now, and listen awhile. 
The poor of Old England has reason to smile. 
Since some rogues arc fonnd out, who long did ni beguile. 
Success to Lord Kcnyon for over, 
Who forestalling will shortly put down. 
The 4th of July, Mr. Rusby, that day, 
Thai hontd com factor was found guilty they say, 
For rcgrating and selling corn both on one day. 

&c. A'c. A«. 
Oh sing, Oh the roast lM<cf of Old England, 
Good Lunl Kcnyon and English roast beef. 

* Lord Holland** Memoirs, p. tG9. 
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Tlic following are the letters alluded to from Mr. chap. 
Erskiue and the Uarquis of Buckingham : — 



From the lion. Thoniaa Erakine to Lord Kenyan. 

(Eztiaet.) 

< Cot Ifilh, 1800. 

* You are perfectly right in the view you have token 
of the evils arising from the high prices of provisions, 
and of the law whicli visits and corrects them ; I have 
looked at the subject since we met, and am sure of 
what I say. The war undoubtedly, and the vast circu- 
lation of paper, encreases tlie public suflcring; but 
depend upon it the whole system of trade in provisions 
has been entirely clionged. There are now only great 
landholders (the farmers), greot merchants with great 
capital, in lines which were not formerly considered 
08 the occupations of merchants. 

* They sweep the whole country before them in the 
pim^hasc of the necessaries of life, ond they conunond 
the markets. 

* I hove talked with Fox, who Uiinks all this is 
visionary (taught, I suppose, in other days by Burke), 
but who has not in the least convinced me. I hove 
not found o cose almost in which I hove been con- 
sulted that the common low will not reach, and per* 
hn^M that is one of the evils attending the repeal of the 
statutes ; they served at once os helps, and as quohfico- 
tions of the common low in coses where its principles 
might have reached too far.' 
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CHAP. 

xm. 7%^ Marquis of Buckingkam to Lord Kenyan, 

>**• « Stowe, July 8th, 1800. 

• My dear Lord, — Amongst the various proceedings 
of the Court of King's Bench, in which my feelings 
have been warmly interested by the tndy virtuous 
and constitutional administration of the powers en- 
trusted to your lordship, and for which the country 
can never sufficiently thank you, I have attended with 
particular interest to the issue of the prosecution for 
forestalling and regrating, as an oiTence at common 
law, wholly unconnected with the statute law so un- 
fortunately repealed. In the course of the scarcity 
which was so severely felt in this country three 
years ago, it became necessary for me (officially) to 
employ our yeoman-cavalry in suppressing a very 
alarming attempt on the waggons conveying grain in 
the large hundred of Newport-Pagnell, and to call 
upon Oovemment to prosecute eleven offi3nders for a 
riot, whose lives would have been forfeited, if they 
had been prosecutetl for the heavy offijnce of plundering 
the corn-wnggons ; and having satisfied myself in tlie 
course of those trials (at our quarter scsj^ions) tliat 
much of the publick indignation, v^ well as of the 
artificial price of the grain then bought up, aix>se 
from the speculations of a very large corn-factor at 
Olney, who was stated to have forestalled and rograted 
to a large amount, and who owned these waggons, I 
persuaded two excellent magistrates to watch his con- 
duct ; and in the coiuw of a month after the trial, he 
was detected in regrating grain in the market at Olney, 
and he was prosecuted under my direction (and by a 
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oounty subscription) for this oiTcucc, as a misdemeanour ciiap. 
at common law, at our quarter sessions. He pleaded ^^ * ■> 
guilty, but had the ossistance of counsel, vho was ^^^ 
heard in extenuation of his oiTence. Tlie magistnitcs 
(near twenty in munber) adjudged him to pay a fine 
of two hundred pounds, and to suffer fourteen days* 
imprisonment ; the latter part of the punishment was 
calculated to shew the powers of tlie CSourt in such a 
case, ratlier than to operate as a severe part of Ids 
judgement This prosccutiou and the result of it was 
much canvassed at the time, but the consequence of it 
was an immediate and perceptible fall in our markets 
compared with those of the neighbouring counties; 
and I am persuaded that it has operated much on Uie 
minds of our lower ixK>ple, who during the present 
calamity have not shewn the slightest discontent But 
as I have frequently been obliged to argue wiUi some 
whose opinions have great weight with me, and who 
doubted not only the policy, but the law of our pro- 
ceedings in that case, I have paused upon one or two 
opix>rtuiuties of making idmilar examples. Nothing 
of this sort is now pending ; and I have tliercfore no 
difficulty in asking your lordsliip, from the humane and 
excellent doctrines which you delivered on the late 
prosecution, whetlier I understand you rightly (as 
reported in the newspapers), that you have no doubt of 
Uiis offence being indictable at common law and con- 
sequently triable at the quarter sessions, in the way in 
which we proceeded to convict and to pimish in that 
case of die King v. Battams ? 

* Excuse Uiis trouble, my dear lord ; you owe it to 
the veneration I enterUiiu for your legal clia- 
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CHAP, ractcr and conduct, and to the unljoundcd personal 
CBtcem and n^jurd with which I have the honour 
to be 

* Your very fuitiiful and obedient servant, 

*NuGBNT Buckingham.* 

It was in the early part of this year tliat the loyal 
population of London was startled by an attempt 
which was made to assassinate the King at the theatre. 
His Majesty had advanced to the fix)nt of his box to 
moke his acknowledgments to the audience, when one 
Iladfield leaped upon a bench and fired a pistol at 
the King, who most fortunately escaped, Uiough the 
slugs from the pistol struck the walls of the box all 
round him. George the Third on this, as on other 
occasions, manifested a high degree of coolness and 
personal courage. 

*0n hearing the report of the pistol he retirol a 
pace or two, stopped and stood firmly for an instant, 
then came forward to the front of the 1)0X, put his 
opera glass to his eye, and Idoked around the house 
without the smallest appearance of alarm or discompo- 
sure. Iladfield meanwhile had been seized by the 
audience, and dragged over the spikes of tlie orchestra 
into the music-room.' ^ 

He was afterwards tried before Lord Kenyon, when 
he was clearly proved insane, and was ordered to be 
kq)t in confinement for the rest of his life. Mr. 
Erskine's speech on liis defence is considered by Lord 
Campbell to have been his chef-cTofuvre at the bar. 

Lord Kenyon's career was now to be interrupted by 

* ReminiMeiioiM of MicliAol KvUy, quoted in JvaM)*t Mmuuin of 
OMgtt Ur. ^. lii. p. 835. 
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a very melancholy episode. We have seen how deep chap. 
were his oflections in his domestic relations. Ilia soils - ■ ■> 
were just growing up to mauliood, and he promised ^^^ 
himself from their society all tlic consolations which 
his declining years bi^n to require. 

To the eldest especially he was devotedly attadied. 
lie was a most promising youth, and had already given 
signs of a singularly ripe and intelligent mind, when he 
fell into a decline and died. The Chief Justice was 

ft 

completely overbonic by the calamity. While gazing 
into the new-made grave, he exclaimed, * It is lai^e 
enough for both.' 

For a long time he was quite unequal to his duties ; 
and there is no doubt that his sorrow materially 
hastened his own decay. Betiring into the country 
he shut himself up at Grcdiugton and refused to bo 
comforted. He even talked of resigning his office, and 
was with difficulty prevented from doing so, by the 
|>erBuasions of Erskine and other friends. . 

The kind offices of his friends were unremitting. 
Tlie King's kindness, and that of the Princes* during 
this sad trial is gratefully recorded by him. Of a large 
collection of letters from almost all the eminent 
men of hb profession I must only insert the following, 
which seem to be e8|)ecially creditable to the judgment 
and feeling of tlie writers :— 

Sir John Mitford to Lord Kenyon. 

• Lincoln's Inn, Bopbr. 8&, ISOO. 

^My Lord, — ^Persuaded that a letter from an old 
friend (and I hoix; I may be permitted to consider my- 
self as an old friend) tends rather to soothe than agitate 
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• 

^1^' a lioublcd mind, I have ventiurcd, after some hesitation, 
to address your lordship on the melancholy event 
which you must long deplore. Tlie loss of a son must 
be felt by a parent ; the loss of a beloved and deserving 
sou must be severely felt ; and I doubt not that Lady 
Eenyon and your lordship dwell with fond remem- 
brance upon his past life. Indulgence in grief I believe 
to be the surest remedy for great affliction, if that in- 
dulgence is not carried too far. A mind diastened by 
reflexion, and sustained by a just sense of religious duty, 
will know how far to indulge, and when to restrain 
grief. I need not fear, therefore, that your lordsliip 
and Lady Eenyon, with a sense of the weight of your 
afOiction, will lose sight of the duties you owe to 
your family and to yourselves. That you must 
suffer much, that all your friends must suffer, I cannot 
doubt; but I trust that time will soften the pang 
of grief into a pleasing remembrance of departed 
worth, and you will exert yourselves to prevent tlie 
force of tliat remembrance bearing too much on your 
minds. 

* Doubting whether in disburthcning my own mind I 
may not have thrown a weight on your lordship's, but 
conscious that under afflictions I have always found 
some relief in the attention of otliers, I hope this 
will be received by your lordship as the assurance 
of the very sincere respect and esteem, for yourself 
and Lady Kenyon, with which I have tlie honour 
to be, my Lord, 

* Your Lordship's very 

* Futhful, humble servant 
*JouK Mitford/ 
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CHAP. 

The Same to the Same. Z^™- 



'Lincoln's Inn, Ooibr. 6th, 180a 

* My Lord,— It is impoesiblc for a man of feeling to 
bear the loss of a cliild without afiliction, and the loss 
of such a son as your letter describes, and as eveiy one 
knows that which you have lost to have been, must 
indeed be a severe blow. Time, however, will I trust 
soften aflliction into tliat fond remembrance which wo 
camiot indulge in without sorrow, but which may be 
borne without depression. A mind tutored by religion 
must feel it a duty to bear up against grie^ a duty which 
a man owes to his fiunily, to himself, and to that Being 
whose chastening he suflers. I trust your lordship will 
regain your calmness ; and the reflection that the sight of 
your continual sorrow must weigh heavily on the mind of 
Lady Kcnyon will, I am sure, operate to give you fresh 
strength for the stiiigglc you must endure. Tour two 
sons also, by their filial attention to their parents, shew 
that tlicy have demands upon you which you cannot 
refuse to answer. Everything indeed which can occur 
to you : the merit of your lost son, Uie dutiful aflectiou 
of the survivors, and above all the excellence of the 
jMirtner of your grief, must com[)el you to gather 
strength to your mind; and tho' you feel your loss 
as a man, to bear it also as a man, and as a nmn deeply 
impressed with a sense of his duty to Qod. 

^ Pardon, my lord, an address, {)erhaps too free, but 
Hiliich some expressions in your letter, and an anxious 
wish for the welfare of yourself and your fiunily, have 
drawn from me. I do not call upon you to forget your 
sorrow ; I know that is impossible, but I call on you 
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CHAP, to bear it When the afflicted mind of Lady Kenyon 
will bear the remembrance of an old friend, I lioi)e 
your lordship will have the goodness to mention me 
to her, as well as to your sons. 

* With my sincere respect and esteem, I have the 
honour to be, my Lord, 

* Your Lordship's faithful humble servant, 

*J0UN MlTFORD.' 

The Ilofumrable Thomas Erskine to Lord Kenyon. 

* Hmniistoacl, Oct. 15, 1800. 

* My dear Lord, — It was not from want of sympathy 
or affection (as I am persuaded you will believe) that 
I have not vrritten to you sooner ; I have thought of 
you very often, and I am quite sure with as much 
feeling as the warmest of your friends. Nearly about 
the same time I suffered a similar misfortune, and I 
learned from it that it is not until after some time that 
the solicitude of friendship is much better than intrusion. 
It would be words thrown away to remind you that 
Ood is wiser than man, and that his benevolence is 
equal to his wisdom. One day or other (tho' not in 
Uiis mortal period) you will understand why you have 
suffered so much, and will be satisfied it was right. I 
have heard of some deaiK>nding expressions which fell 
fix>m you most naturally in the moment of afHiction, 
which pointed towards retirement. You may remember 
that you consulted me many years ago, before you 
became Chief Justice, when I was less your friend, be- 
cause I knew you less, and when I was le^s cajMible 
from years and exix^rience to advise you. 

* I now give my advice unasked— »Z^/ nothing (whilst 
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yotir Iiealtii remains) induce you to quit your station, crap. 

Tlie sudden transition from great activity to retirement^ ■■ ■ * 

unless as vigour ebbs^ and calls naturally for ease^ ever ^^^ 
has been and ever will be mortal to mind and body. 

^Wc have always difTcrcd, my dear lord, upon 
political qucsdons, and above all upon that grand one 
which, I am afraid, if not attended to, will materially 
afiect U8 all — ^I mean this ruinous War ; but I have 
always been steadily your friend, from a thorough con- 
viction tliat you act from your conscience and feelings 
in all things, and from tlie recollection tluit you 
have never ceased to be mine. 

* I have the honour to be, 
* My dear Lord, 

' Yr. fiiithful and 

* Most obedient servant, 
*T. Ebskinb/ 
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CJEAPTER XIV. 

Ckmufs i3f MtniMrf — Lord Eldon Lord ChoHteUot — IUne$» and 

Death of Lord Kenifon — CouduiioH* 

(1801—1802.) 

CRAP. TuE year 1801 witnessed the resignation of Mr. Pitt, 
■■ , '^ the King's temporary derangement, and the installation 

180L ^( fj^Q Addington Ministry. Lord Kcnyon, as might 
be expected, sided warmly with the King, in his con- 
troversy with Pitt, and was frequently consulted by 
him both before and after his illness. 

* With his Majesty/ records the Diary (Fcbry. 1 5th, 
1801), *by his command, at the Queen's House. Had 
a long most confidential conversation with him a1)out 
the resignation of Mr. Pitt, and the other Ministers, 
and as to their successors. He gave me Mr. Pitt's letters 
and his answers,' &c. &c. 

* March 31. — Lord Thurlow paid us a morning visit 
for two hours. Pretty well, but splenetick in politics. — 
April 2. — Lord Eldon with me about public affairs, 
the office of Chancellor, &c.' 

Lord Kenyon appears to have sided with the King 
merely on personal grounds. Knowing how insuper- 
able an objection he had to the Catholic claims, he 
thought Pitt wrong in pressing them, when he knew it 
oould lead to no good result : and this feeling was 
strengthened by the King's illness, which was caused 
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no doubt principally by the agitation of mind conse- 
quent uiKHi the Ministerial crisis. 

Two letters from Lord Eldon have reference to the 
events of tliis period :^ 

Lord Eldan to Lord Kenyon. 

' Common PIom, 14tli Feb., 1801. 

' Dear Lord Kenyon,-— I feel a good deal of uncoaness 
to protect myself against tlie possibility of your lord- 
ship's tliinking that I am wanting in the respect and 
duty which I owe to you, and which I can truly say 
has ever been accompanied with the most grateful and 
aflcctionate regard. May I therefore be ollowod to 
assure you that whatever other persons may have 
tliought it becoming to mention in conversation re* 
specting themselves or me, nothing has passed yet with 
respect to me, that warrants me, consistently with 
propriety, in making that communication to you, which 
it would be my duty to make, as I wish to make it to 
you, whenever the matter is settled die one way or 
the other? 

* I can say no more tlian that I may be compelled to 
quit this little Court, in which I should have wished to 
end my days.' 

* Your obliged and faithful 

* Friend and servS 

• Eldon/ 

From Lord Eldon to Lord Kenyan. 

•My dear Lord, — I copy for yoxu: private reading 
Mr. Addington's private note of six o'clock last night 

* Yours fidthfully, 

' Eldon. 
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CHAP. * The account is certainly more favourable ami cn- 
couraging than that of yesterday. 

* Well-grounded hopes are entertained of a spcoly 
recovery, and there are no doubts of a happy tennina- 
tion of the complaint.' 

The change of Ministry gave the Great Seal to Lord 
Eldon, and Sir R Pepper Arden succeeded him at tlie 
Common Pleas, with the title of Lord Alvanley. 

Lord Eenyon had thus lived to see almost all his 
early friends in positions of the highest eminence. 

Erskine alone remained without promotion, and 
before he attained patrician honours Lord Eenyon 
himself was removed from the scene. 

A further proof of the King's confidence was this 
year given him by his re-appointment as one of the 
trustees of certain property which his Majesty had 
]>urchased. Lord Eldon, who was associated with him, 
thus tenders their united thanks to his Majesty : — 

From Lord Eldon to ilie King. 

'May 5th, ISOl, a.m. 

* The Lord Chancellor, tendering to your Mujesty 
his most luimble duty, oflers also Lord Kenyou's, Sir 
John Mitford's and liis own most grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the testimony of regard which they learn 
from the communication, transmitted through Mr. 
Strong, that it is your Majesty's gracious purpose to 
bestow by appointing them trustees of part of your 
Majesty's property. They all hope that your Majesty 
will find in a consdentions discharge of their duty as 
such, a proof of their earnest anxiety to manifest their 
gratitude. 
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* Your Majesty's Chancellor presumes to add, that, chap. 
highly as he should have thought himself honoured, ■- > ' -^ 
under any circumstances, by such a testimony of your 
Majesty's regard, he cannot but feel particidar satisfac- 
tion in being associated in this trust with persons, 
whose advice and assistance he knows to be liighly 
valuable : with one, from whom in the course of his 
professional life he has received marks of kindness 
almost parental ; and with another, with whom lie hns 

long lived in habits of brotherly n^ard ; and of botli 
of whom he can most truly represent to your Majesty 
that in private life, as well as in public, their conduct 
has been uniformly and strongly nwrked by a dutiful, 
anxious, aflectionatc, and loyal attachment to your 
Majesty. 

* Eldon/ 

The matter is thus alluded to in the Diary : -— 

^May itit. — Message from tlie King to desire I 
would 1)0 trustee for him with the Chancellor and the 
S}KMikcr on his purchase of an estate at Kew fix)m 
Lady Ehscx. 

* May 25(A. — The King and Queen called. Most 
gracious. Called me liis friend, and told the Queen he 
should make me a trustee for her.' 

Lord Kenyon had always been a temjicrate man, 
and to this he prolxibly owed his general immunity 
from illness up to this time. 

But the melancholy event of the previous year hud 

C C 
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CHAP, umlcrmincil his constitution, and in the summer of 

XIV. 

1801 it became evident that he was seriously indis- 
posed. • I rcnicmbcr well,' writes Mr. Adolphus, the 
liistorism, some years later to the second Lord Eenyon, 
• the autumn of 1801, when the failure of the Loixl 
Cliief Justice's health took place. I was on a visit to 
Lord Sheffield's at his seat in Sussex at the time of tlie 
Summer Assizes, when Lord Kcnyon passed his Satur- 
day and Sunday there. Mr. Justice Grose and Sir 
Elijali Impey came on Sunday. The alteration in Lord 
Eenyon's health was observed and regretted by all, 
but his cheerfulness and presence of mind gave us 
no reason to apprehend the event which so soon 
followed.' * 

Ilis duties meanwliile became burdensome to him. 
*I have had a very oppressive circuit,' he writes to 
his son, * almost too much for an old man, strong 
neither in mind or body/ 

• I have had an unusually large entry of causes here,' 
he writes from Maidstone, * and all were trieil ; but by 
beginning pretty early yestenlay morning I liad got 
through all of llicm, I hope and believe to the satis- 
faction of the country, before dinner. Grose has not 
yet finished, but I hope may finish so as to leave this 
place before noon. The hops and corn promise most 
extremely well indeed. They say ho}>s will be very 
cheap, and that the speculators will suflcr mucli. It is 
said a dealer in this town will lose by his monopolising 
scheme from twenty thousand to forty thousand i)ounds. 

' J. Adolphua to Lord Kcnyon. 
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Wmltlington, I undcrstaml, is very unpopular now, nnd chap. 
likclj to feci very reduced circumstances. I pray God w , \ 
to preserve and bless you. ^**" 

* Yours most afTcctionately, 

9fHk J«ay, 1801. 

He was now desirous to resign his oflTice, but was 
I)cr8uadcd to liold it on, thinking to retire after another 
cinniit unless he was restored to lieahh. * I will re- 
ceive no {HMtMon/ he added, * when I can no longer 
**crve the |ml)hc.' 

He nillied for a time, and oame up to London at the 
(MHnmencemcnt of Term to jKjrform his duties. 

He Iiad hardly taken his seat, when lie was 
seized with serious symptoms, and was obliged to 
give up attcnd.ancc. From this time he gradually 
became worse : he was, however, able to attend the 
Queen's dmwing-room at the beginning of tJ»e new 
year; and even sat for one day at the Guildhall. After 
this he went to Bath to try the eflect of the walers, 
and while there his strength rapidly gave way. He 
died on the 4lh of April, in the TOth year of his age. 
He met his end with the c^dmness and fortitude of a 
Christian whose life had l)een sjxjnt in doing his duty 
to God and man, and with a cheerful thankfulness for 
the many blessings he had enjoyed. 

He was burial in the parish Church at Hanmer, 
where a handsome mural monument records his 
virtues. 

The inscriptio]Q runs as follows : — 
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Sacesd to thb Mbmoby 

OP 

LLOYD, LORD KENYON, 

Bucn of Gredington, in ih» Ck>unty of Flint, 
Loid Chief Justice of EnglMid. 




In the ezeeution of hie high and importAnt magistracy. 

Ho was eminently distingnishod 

For learning, disoemmont, firmnoas, and integrity ; 

Not only was he qualified 

To administer the laws with fidelity, promptitude, and vigour, 

But as the guardian of the public morals, 

To instructi admonish, and refonn. 

For 

The authority of his station, great and weighty in itself, 

Was strengthened, graced, and dignified 

By the religious simplicity of his own character 

And 
The untainted purity of his habitual conduct 

Dear to his family. 

In every ofiico and relation of domestic life, 

He has left a name 

To which they look up with affectionate and honest pride, 

Alid which his country will remember 

With gratitude and reneration, 

80 long as her happiness and her glory 

Shall continue to depend 

On the great and united principles 

of 
Religion, Law, and Order. 

Bom Oct 6, 1733. 0.8. 

Died April 4, 1802. 

Lord Kcnyon was succeeded in his title and estates 
by his eldest surviving son, George ; well known for 
many years as an earnest champion of the great cause 
of education, and a strenuous supporter of Tory 
principles. 

I have endeavoured in the foregoing pages to por- 
tray ihe character of Lord Kenyon : a very few re- 
marks will therefore suffice in conclusion. 

I have already intimated that in my opinion his 
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claim to distinction must rest mainly if not entirely crap. 

XIV. 

iqM>n his pro/essianal success. 

A great statesman he certainly wtis not : he disliked 
|K>litics, and avoided them as much as possible. In- 
ilcxibly honest, he was biassed by no party conffldera- 
tious, but acted on all occasions as he believed to be 
most for the interest of his Sovereign and his 
country. If on one or two occasions he preferred 
Uie interest of the former to that of the latter, 
it must be attributed to the personal intimacy which 
so long subsisted between him and tlie King. But it 
will be remembered that in the imi>ortant question of 
the Coronation Oath, he endeavoured honestly to dis- 
abuse the King of his error; though unfortunately 
without eflcct. 

I have already noticed Lord Kenyon's especial 
merits as a lawyer before he was elevated to the liencli. 

But it is as a Common Law Judge that he will ever 
most favourably bo remembered : and I doubt whether 
in Uie long roll of eminent men, who have dignified 
Uie ermine, there has ever been a more able, honest, 
or disinterested Judge. 

There have certainly been men who, to perliaps 
equal honesty and firmness of purpose, have added 
greater dignity of manner, men gifted with more 
perspicuity of language, more general afiabilily of 
demeanour, but I know of none who in knowledge of 
Law, and in the fiur and equal administration of it, can 
be held to have surpassed Lord Kenyon. To tliis 
most of his successors have borne testimony. 

*I apprehend,' writes Lord Eldon, * everybody 
pmctising in tliis Court knows it to 1)c my opinion that 



I 






S90 LIFE OF LORD KENYOX. 

CHAP, your father was the only Judge I ever knew who was 
^- ■ ' "» so constantly right that he could act upon the principle 
^^^ that he was always so. Those in Westminster Hall, 
who never knew your father, have learnt from me^ I 
think, to venerate his name and memory, and those 
who knew him, to my testimony can add the evidence 
of their own knowledge/ ^ 

*I have never omitted,' writes Lord Erskinc, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of a print of the Chief Justice 
from his son, * any occasion in public or private life to 
8|x»k of your father as one of the greatest Judges as 
well as one of the honestest men that ever flourished 
in this country. ' ' 

In a similar strain are letters from Lord Dcnman, 
Lord Ellenborough, and others, which it would bo 
superfluous to quote. I will only add one extract from 
the judgment of a living authority : • Wlien,* said Sir 
W. Page Wood, now Lord Ilathcrley, *a point has 
been decided by such a Judge as Lord Eenyon, and 
the decision followed by such a Judge as Lord Eldon, 
I cannot conceive a case more completely bound by 
authority. Considering by whom the fii'st case was 
decided, it is scarcely necessary to say Uiat, thougii 
much might be urged against it, still there is much to 
be said also in favour of Lord Kenyon's view.' ' 

The strongest proof, after all, of Lord Kenyon's merits, 
is tlie res[)cct with which his judgments are regarded 
at the present day. No Judge, who has pre!<ided for 
80 long a period in the Court of King's Bench, has been 

* Lord Eldon to 2nd Lord Kenyon. 

* Lord Enkino to 2nd Lord Kenyon, 1S16. 

' Hupurtt, Jolinwm and Hemming, toL L pogv 430. 
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80 rarely overruled. His decisions were chiefly ex- citap. 
tempore — ^ho very seldom wrote a judgment, and vciy 
seldom gave many reasons. Lord Ellcnborough aftcr- 
wanls said of him : *No man ever hit so often, who 
alwap shot flying.' It is said indeed that at Nisi Frius 
he never brought a book with him into Court to refer 
to : the esteut and arrangement of his legal knowledge 
needed no such assistance. Uis rapidity was mar* 
vellous : he would often decide from twenty to twenty- 
five causes a day, to the entire satisfaction of the 
parties. 

On the other hand, he has left few of those nuisterly 
expositions of the general principles of the Law, whicli 
may be found in the judgments of his predecessor ; and 
which Sir W. Grant bequeathed to the other branch of 
the profession. 

He generally conflned himself to stating the Law as 
he conceived it to be applicable to tlie particular case 
before him ; adducing in support of his view such cases 
as were to be found in the books. 

Tlie tendency of his mind was to maintain what 
has been called the rigour of the Common Law, in 
opposition to Lord Mansfield, whose efforts had been 
directed rather towards a fusion of Law and Equity. 

Of the faults which have been attributed to him on 
the Bench, the only one which seems at all worthy of 
notice is the imperfection of temper to wliich he was 
subject. 

That this did exist, there can be no doubt ; though 
it does not appear to have materially interfered with 
the dignified administration of justice. 

But it sometimes rendered him capricious, and too 
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CHAP, little disposed to listen to the opinions of liis brother 
Judges, when they disagreed with him. 

His qualifications are thus criticised by Cliarlcs 
Butler in liis Beminiscences : * Much of the intuitive 
readiness which we have mentioned in the preceding 
article (on Lord Eldon), was possessed by the late Lord 
Kenyon, but the intermediate patient discussion was 
seldom exliibited by his lordship. The consequence 
was, that though the decision was right, the grounds of 
it were sometimes obscure, and the objections to it in 
the minds of his hearers were not always removal. 
This lessened the merit of his adjudications, but they 
arc most deservedly held in the greatest respect, and 
considered of the highest authority.' ^ 

The following amusing caricatiure is not far beyond 
tlie mark : — 

* Lord K-y-n, 

* If he be not great grandson to the peppercorn 
Llewellin, then know I noughte of tlie race of Antiente 
Britons — ^I)ut let that pass. When a striplinge he did 
serve, by virtue of tripartite indenture, old Capias, a she 
bog foxe of the Lawe hard bye the Wrekin : there 
picked he up the minor quirkfB and quidlibets, but to 
the darker mysteries of the blacke Arte he entered a 
demurrer. From retailinge Lawe thus in small portions 
avoirdupoise, he became by degrees the greate dispenser 
of that wholesome drug to the King's wide common- 
weale t Still kepte he his ballance so nicelie poised, 
that yieldinge to no other weighte, a single scruple of 
his own conscience would tume the beame. 

*8ome liken him to a cholerique Chymiste, whose 

' Reminiioenotii ol Chariot Butler. 
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virtue 18 tried by his own firo — ^but what hccdca the citap. 

XIV, 

outwairde wnithe of him who luithe a miude within pure "^ — r^ 
as the mountainc aire which first he breathed.' ^ ^^ 

Another is from the Law Magazine (1840) :— - 

On thftt high bench whoro KonTon holds hit loat, 
England may boast thai Truth and Justice meet ; 
But in a Northom Court, whore Pride commands the chair, 
OpiinMBion holds the scalea, and judgmonVs lost in Ayr. 

Lord Kenyon*s private character has been very 
roughly handled. Lord Campbell has attempted to 
detract from hib public worth by travestying his per- 
sonal peculiarities. Many of the anecdotes told of him 
have been applied to every Judge since the days of 
Lord Ilardwicke, and half of the remainder are abso- 
lutely witliout foundation. 

Unfortunately the use of so lai*ge a supply of caviare 
in Lord Campbeirs books has caused them to be largely 
read ; and the anecdote has too often outlived the truth, 
which it was intended at best but to illustrate. 

In truth Lord Kenyon was an unostentatious, simple- 
minded man, with no love for splendour or display. 
rai*simonious he was not lie lived as probably nine- 
teen out of every twenty men lived towanls tlie close 
of the last century. Without any attempt at grandeur, 
his friends were ahvays welcome at his table, and 
scarcely a week passed during term time in which 
he did not entertain lai^c parties of his brother Judges 
or Barristers. 

It has been affirmed he was avaricious, Ixicause he 
died rich — but there is a degree of fnigality whidi is 
not parsimony, as there is a degree of cztravaganoe 
wliich ceases to be liberality. 

' Vortigem and Bowena, a Comio T^ragedy, page 70. 



394 LIFE OF LORD KENYOX. 

^)If j^p, Tia ho, mcthinki, in modoRt plonty finds 

XIV. Tho into perfection of the golden moan, 

" Who moTes not, by his niggardncssp disdain, 

^^^ Nor yet by splendid profligacy spleen. ^ 

nis savings were mainly iiivcstccl in the purchase of 
land in Wales, where he succeeded in acquiring a fine 
estate in addition to Uie property he had inlierital. 
The principle on which he procecdal is prefixed to tlie 
rental in his own handwriting. 

' Koquo majorem feci rationo ma]4 rem, 
Nee sum factoms ritio oulp&ve minorom.' 

It is said he frequently bought with very indifTerent 
title. 

Some one expressing surprise that he sliould nm the 
risk of doing so, he replied that he cared notliing for 
title-deeds ; tliat if he bought property, lie would find 
law to keep it, and that after twenty years, occupation 
and possession would be title against the world. 

A fiiend has assured me that some such doctrine as 
this was lately affirmed by no less an authority than 
Lord St Leonards. 

Nor was he the ignorant man that he has been 
described. He was not acquainted with Greek, but he 
was a very fair Latin scholar, though it must be con- 
fessed ho did not show a veiy recondite knowledge of 
it, in the quotations he used in his judgments. 

I do not find that he troubled himself at all with 
original composition, probably his time was too much 
occupied with his duties for this ; but he was in the 
habit of making frequent notes of passages which 
struck him in his readings, and some of these, which 

> HorMw, Odes iiL 0.--W. T. K. 
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arc preserved, show a much more extensive range of aiAP. 
study than I should have imagined. 

The foUowiiig is tlie only specimen of vendfication 
thatlcanfind: — 

Lord Kemffm io ki$ Wife. 

Mjr finit — bat how dMerilM to thoo 

What I mjrtolf •caroo know ; 
The ■unroo of oveiy joy to moi 

Too oft, alas, of woo. 

It !■ tho gajrost, aaddoat thing 

That Heaven to mortala gaTo ; 
It flatten whilo on fancy's wing, 

It withen o*or the gravo. 

My next Tve sought with care and imu 

Tliro* every roalni to find ; 
My search, ahM, how veiy vain, 

Its home is in tho mind. 

And like that fiuiy, modest flower' 

Tliat courts tho silent shade. 
It flies the liaunts of jiomp and powur, 

Of fashion and parado. 

Mary, may'st thou in whose fair breast 

My whole with beauty glows, 
Enjoy on earth that peace and rest 

My whole alone bestowSi 

U'w character is thus vciy simply and eloquently 
tlcHcrilxxl by one who knew liim personally and owed 
much to his kindness : 

• My uncle,' writes the reminiscent (now * upwards 

of ninety years of age), * was about five feet ten indies^ 

proportiomitcly made, with a calm, kind countenance, 

excepting whom his keen sense of justice made him 

appear severe ; but he was the same to {yocT or peasant 

I read a letter many years ago from my fiither to a 

iriend of his, in wliich he tells hhn his brother, Lord 

• lars. 
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CHAP. Kenyon, liad been to fetch liis own little girl (myself) 
home, after a few days' visit: my home being witli 
them. Again, when I was about nine years, I remem- 
ber my cousin rebuking me for calling Oredington 
mine, telling me Cefn was mine (then my father's 
home in Denbighshire), but Oredington was his, and my 
uncle's kind loving tone telling him *^ to let me call it 
so, he liked to hear me do so." These little incidents 
shew liis kindness of heart, and also that all his servants 
lived with him many years. I much regret that I have 
not any of his letters : indeed he was not in the habit 
of writing much to any of his relations — my dear aunt 
generally did all that for him. He was always anxious 
to get over as much as possible before his long vaca- 
tion in order to save expense to the clients. The late 
Lord Erskine (though so opposite in character) was 
hb great friend, and as a cliild I well recollect his 
saying, " Now, Lord Kenyon, why did you stop me in 
my speech?" My uncle's answer was, "Because I 
feared that your eloquence and sophistry would lead 
the jury astniy." Many people accused my uncle of 
being stingy, but that was not exactly the case. I 
suppose that any man, who had worked as hard as he 
had, would wish to obtain a recompence for the time 
spent, and the anxiety he had gone through.' 

Of his kindness to rising young men of his own pro- 
fession, I have already spoken. Lord Eldon, Sir W. 
Oarrow, Sir Vicary Oibbs, Judge Allan Park, and 
many others, have borne willing witness to this trait in 
his character. The following is a kind letter to a 
young student desiring his advice : — 

* Sir, — I am afraid you have concluded before this 



CILVRACTER Ot LORD KENTON. S97 

time I declined to answer yoiir letter. To say the chap. 
truth, I luul some suspicions that the letter did not ^- » ' •* 
come from a real (x^rsou ; but being convinced of tliat, ^^^ 
I do not delay to write to you. 

* I wish it was in my power to propose any plan you 
could rely on. Tlie truth is, that in the study of the 
law a mass lies before the student enough to deter 
young minds ; and they are left to hazard in which 
road to proceed. 

* I would advise you to read very carefully Black- 
stone's Commentaries, and if you have the persever- 
ance to go through it two or three times, I believe it 
would be of good use. 

* After this you may perhaps, with some advantage, 
read Serjeant Hawkins* abridgment of Coke's Littleton, 
and then proceed to Coke on Littleton, accompanying 
that arduous task with reference to the abridgment I 
have mentioned, which will point out to you those 
points of this vast book which are rather obsolete. 

* Wlien you have done this, you will read the more 
modem reports. Sir J. Burrows*, Mr. Douglas*, 
Mr. Cowper*s, and the Term Heports, and in 
Equity, first volume of Equity Cases, abridged, Mr. 
Cox's edition of Peere Williams, Hawkins* Beports in 
the time of Lord Talbot, and Precedents in Chancery. 

* By the time this is done, you will be as good a 
judge as I am how to go on. If you mean to come to 
the bar, I would advise you to go to some able special 
pleader, but you will inform yourself who answers that 
description, as much ignorance now mixes in that 
profession. 

* Conveyancing will be learned in tlie office you are 
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CHAP, placed in, and by referring to Ilorsman, or other books 
of precedent, and tlie Poor Law and Sessions business 
from Mr. Const's late book, and Bums' Justice. 

'I heartily wish you success, and that you may 
deserve it by acting honorably in the prosecution of 
your profession. 

' Tour humble servant, 

* Kenyon.* 

< May i:Uh, 1703.' > 

His answer to a young man who wrote to ask for 
his supi)ort as a candidate for a sesit in Parliament is 
not ecjually encouraging : 

* Upon reflection you will not wonder that I was 
somewliat surprised at the honour of your letter. 

* I am pretty far advanced in life, and your applica- 
tion is made on a subject which I consider of much 
imfKM'tancc. 

*Pul)lic policy, morality, and religion arc deeply 
interested in the choice of representatives in Parlia- 
ment. 

* I have not the honour of knowing you personally, 
or your character. I take it for granted that your 
character is without blemish. But if it were proper 
for me to act at all on this subject, it would 1x3 a duty 
incumbent on me not to take tilings for granted, but to 
make enquiry. 

* It would be fit for me to ask what promise your 
bycgonc life has given of a projKjr conduct in future. 
If I learnt how your alucation proceeded after you 
left school, I ask whether you came from college 
accredited to the world, by the approbation of the 

* Quoted from Townshend't Lives of Twelve Eminent Judges. 
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licacis of the college, in regard to decency and morality cnAP. 
if not with regard to learning ; whether your purauits 
there and since had been such as might lead me to 
8U|>[K).se Uiat your acquaintance with the Constitution 
and geneml system of the laws of your country would 
probably make you a valuable member of the legisla- 
ture. A favourable answer to these, and some other 
enquiries, ought to precede any promise from a man 
who means to act right' 

The following anecdote has a stamp of autlienticity 
about it :*- 

' I had been on a short vi^it to Bichmond, and was 
returning to town on foot — a conveyance not incon- 
venient to a poor briefless Ixurrister. An old coach 
came rumbling along and overtook me. It was one of 
those vehicles that reminded me of a duke or 
marquis imder the old rc'gime of France. Its coronet 
was scarcely disccrnable, and its gildings tarnished ; I 
believe I miglit have lix)ked rather wistfully at it, for 
it was a sultry, close day, when I perceived a head with 
a nightcap suddenly pop out from the window, and 
heard myself addressed by name, with the offer of a 
cast to London. 

* It was Lord Kenyon, who was returning from his 
house at Marsh Onte ; and I gladly accepted the invi- 
tation. He made the little journey quite delightful to 
me by an abundance of most characteristic anecdotes 
of the Bar in his own time, of Jack Lee, Wallace, 
Bower, Mingay, Ilowarth, the last of whom, he said, 
was drowned in tlie Thames on a Sunday water 
excursion. The good oid man was evidently affected by 
the regrets which his name awakened, and they seemed 



IBItt. 



-400 IJFE OF LORD KENYON. 

CHAP, the more poign«int because his friend was called to liis 
account in an act of profanation. ^^ But it was tlie sin 
of a good man/' he observed, ** and Sunday was the 
only day which a lawyer in full business could spare 
for liis recreation." Insensibly the conversation turned 
on Mr. Erskine. I know not what perversity of feeling 
camo across me, nor do I recollect precisely what I 
objected to that eminent man, but it was a repetition 
of some of the ill-tempered animadversions of West' Hall 
that were then current. ** Young man/' said the Chief 
Justice, ** what you have mentioned is most probably 
unfounded, but these things, were they true, are only 
spots in the sun. As for his egotism, which they are 
so fond of laying to his cliarge, they would talk of 
themselves as much as Mr. Erskine does of himself if 
they had the same right to do so. Erskine's nonsense 
would set up half a dozen of such men as nm him 
down.'' Tliis reminds me somewhat of times now long 
gone by, pleasing recollections.' ^ 

Lord Kenyon's personal appearance is presented to 
us in two excellent portraits by llomney, and one by 
that faithful artist, Opie. They represent a spare man, 
of about five feet ten inches in height, with a high com- 
plexion and somewhat stern expression of countenance. 
His face indeed betrays most clearly two of the principal 
points of his character: acuteness and inflexibility. 
The eyes have a peculiarly shrewd expression, produced 
partly by a very uncommon droop of the upper eyelid : 
droUy caricatm*cd in the Bolliad as Uhe pert, no- 
meaning puckering of the eye.' Tlie ix)rtrait by Opie 
IS in tlie Master of the Bolk' robes, and the later one 

' Clubt of London, quoted by Townihond. 
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by Bomncj in those of the Cliief Justice. Tlicrc is cha?. 
iiImo a curious pencil Mkctcli of Mr. and Mi's. Kenyon, -__ 
one of the earliest works of Sir Thomas Lawrence. ^ 

An anecdote about these sketches is related iu 
Williams' Dfc of Sir Thomas Lawrence, which, if it is 
true, aflbrds an extraordinary instance of the precocity 
of genius. The painter's fatlier, as is well known, kept 
a smnll inn at Devizes. * In 1775, Mr., subsecjuently 
liord, Kenyon amved with his lady late in the evening 
at the Black Bear Inn at Devizes. They were on their 
way to Bath, and had felt the inconvenience of the 
heavy style of travelling in those good old times,. and, 
as they confessed, they were not in the best |)ossible 
humour, when llr, Lawrence senior entered their sitting- 
room and proposed to show them his wonderful child. 
" The boy," he said, ** was only five years old, but he 
could take their likenesses, or repeat to them any speech 
in Milton's Pandemonium." To that place the offended 
guests were on the eve of commending tlieir host to go, 
and the lawyer's lips were just opened to pronounce 
the sentence, when the child rushed in, and, as Lady 
Kenyon used to relate, her vexation and anger were 
instantly changed into admiration. He was riding on 
a stick, and went round and round the room in the 
height of infantile joyousness. Mrs. Kenyon, as soon 
as she could get him to stand, asked him if he could > -^ 
take the likeness of that gentleman, pointing to her 
husband. ^^That I can," said the little Lawrence, 
'' and veiy like too." A high chair was placed at the 
table, pencils and paper were brought, and the infant 
artist soon produced an astonishingly striking likeness. 
Mr. Kenyon now coaxed the child, who had got tired 
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CHAP, by the balf-hour's labour, and asked him if he could 
take the likeness of the lady. ** Yes, that I can/' was 
*** his reply once more, " if she will turn her side to me, 
for her face is not straight.'* Our artist learned in 
good time not to speak so bluntly before ladies, but 
his remark produced a laugh, as it happened to be 
true. lie accordingly took a side likeness of Mrs. 
Kenyon. 

^ About the year 1709 an intimate friend of Lady 
Kenyon's saw this portrait^ and could distinctly trace 
a very strong resemblance to what her hidyship 
had been at tlie period when the likeness was 
taken.' * . 

I see no reason to doubt the substantial accuracy of 
tliis anecdote, for the sketches arc marked on the back 
in Lonl Kenyon's handwriting, * Lawrence of Devizes;* 
and as the young painter left that town for Oxford, in 
1779, he could not have been much older than is stated 
in tlie story at the time the likenesses were taken. The 
sketch of Lord Kenyon bears a very strong resem- 
blance to one taken of him by a miniature painter 
about the same time. Woodcuts of these sketches, 
I imagine the earliest handiwork in existence of the 
great painter, are prefixiKl to this volume. 

Lord Kenyon was simplicity itself in his dress. In- 
deed if the accounts of his contemporaries are to be 
believed, the simplicity amounte<l to absolute shab- 
biness. Erskine used to siiy he ixsmemberal his great- 
coat at least a dozen years. A witness who was under 
cross-examination before him as to liis shoes, which 
had been stolen, smartly answered the question from the 

* WiUiams* Life of 8ir Thonuw Lawrence, p. 41. 
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Donrl), * Were they At all like these ? * with the telling chap. 
remnrk, * No, my lonU ft Jeal betterer and genteeler/ * ^ ■ ' ^ 
Ilift habits were equally simple. lie wa« an early riser, ***• 
and the family were generally all in bed by ten o'clock. 
And here I must clo^e this imperfect attempt to do 
justice to one whose memory I at least am entitled 
to honour and revere. I doubt not there will be some 
who will recognise in the portrait, however feebly 
drawn, signs of an honest, simple-minded cliaracter — 
^benevolent, communicative of good ' — the material out 
of which have been fashioned alike the soldiers and 
sailors, law}'erB and statesmen, who adorn the long roll 
of our English celebrities. 

'TowndMncL 
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Csnal u Post 8vo. price €«. 

An Historical View of Literature 

and Art in Great Britain ftom the Aooes- 
sion of the Hotise of Hanover to the Rdgn 
of Qneen Victoria. By J. M urba y GnAnAjt, 
MJL 8to. price 12f. 

Waterloo Leotures i a Study of the 

Campaign of 1815. By Colonel Charles 
C CiiEsXBT, R.E. Ute Professor of Military 
Art and Histoiy In the StaffCollejire. Second 
Edition. 8to. with Map, lOs. tkf. 

Memoir and Correspondence re- 

lalinff to Political Occurrence s in Jane and 
Joiy 1834. By Edward Joiix Litti.etoX| 
First Lord Uatherton. Edited, from the 
Original Manuscript, by IIexbt Beeve, 
OLB.D.CLb 8ro. price 7s. 6dL 

Chapters from Aench History; 

St Loiii% Joan of Aie, Henri IT. with 
Sktichss of the Intennodiata Periods. By 
J« B« GuRiiBT, MAi Kcw Edition. Fep. 
St^ 8s« W» 






Boyal and Bepublican France. 

A Series of Essays reprinted from the 
< Edinbnigh,* • Quarterly/ and • British and 
Foreign ' Reviews. By Hrhrt Reeve, 
C.B.D.CL. Sto]s.8to. price 21«. 

The Imperial and Colonial Con- 
stitutions of the Britannic Empire^ indading 
Indian Institutions. By Sir Edward 
Creast, M.A. &c ^Vith Six Maps. 8vo 
price loc 

The Oxford Beformers— John Coiet, 

Erssmos, and Thomas More; being a His- 
tory of their Fellow- Work. By Fbederio 
Sberohk. Second Edition. 8to. lis. 

A History of Greece. Drawn from 

Original Authorities, and designed chiefly for 
the use of Colleges and Schools. By the Rev. 
George W. Cox, M.A^ late Scholar of 
Trinity College, Oxford; Author of *The 
Aryan Mythology ' &c. [/» <Ae Pre$s. 

The History of Greece. By C. Thhu.* 

WALL, D.D. Lord Bishop of St. David's. 
8 Tols. fcp. 28«. 

The Tale of the Great Persian 

War, from the Illitories of Herodotus. By 
Georob W. Cox, M.A. late Scholar of 
Trin. CoIL Oxon. Fep. St. 6dL 

The Sixth Oriental Monarchy; 

or, the fico^apliy, in»tor}*, and Antiqni> 
tics of Tarthia. Collcotod and Illustrated 
from Ancient and M<Mlern sources. By 
GEnnrsE Bawuns«)!<, M.A. Camden Pro- 
fessor of Ancient Hilton* in the University 
of Oxford, and Canon of Canterbury. With 
Mapa and Illustrations. 8vo. price 16«. 

GreekHistoryfrom Themistocles 

to Alexander, in a Seriea of Lives ftom 
Flutarch. Revised and arranged by A. IL 
Clovoil Fep. with 44 Woodcnta, 6$. 

History of the "B^wi^ns under 

the Empire. By Very Bev. Charles 
Merivale, D.CL. Dean of Ely. 8 vols, post 
8vo. price 48t. 

The VbXL of the Bonuua Be« 

public ; a Short Ilistory of the Last Cen- 
tury of the Commonirealth. By the same 
Author. 12mo. 7fl. 6dL 

Bncydopflddia of Chronology, 

Historical and Biographies! t comprising 
the Dates of all the Great Events of 
Ilistoiy, including Treaties, Alliances, 
Wars, Battles, &c ; Incidents in the Lives 
of Eminent Men, ScientiHc and Geogra- 
phical Diseoveriss, Mechanical Inventions, 
and Social, Domestic^ and Economical Im- 
p i ovt m sata. By B. B. Woodward, BJL 
•■d W. Li R. Catbb. 8to. pries 42s. 
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Th«HI«lor7 of Borne. ByWiunuc 

IiiXB. £ngltoh EdItioB, tfMMbted ud 
nriMd hy Um Aathor. Vols. I. tad IL 

History of SuropoanHorali from 

AiigvttM tfO CharloflMgiM. By W. JL U. 
LacKT, MJL S Toto. Svo. pfi« 28*. 

Hiatory of the Biie end Influ- 
ence of Um spirit of iuUmuUhb in Euopt. 

By thetuMAntkor, CabinH EdiUon (Um 
Foortb). S Tob.CfOwn Bro, prict Km. 

God in Hifltory ; or. the ProgrcM of 
Han't Faith in Um Moral Onkr of Uia 
WocM. ByUMlaleBamiBuxaiur. Trtns- 

. ]at«dft«mUMG«naanby8cBAXiiAWDiK- 
woRTif s with a TnUet by Dean STAaiLBT. 
8 Tola. 8to. Um, 

Introduotion to the Soienoe of Bo 

Ilgioa ! Poar Lectuca ddiTered at tha Royal 
InaUtuUon of Gnat Britain in Fabnuiy 
and Miifch 1870 1 with a Loetoro on tho 
Philoaophy of Mythology and an Enay on 
Falio Analoffiea in Rdltfion. By F. Max 
MCllrr, M.A^ ProfcMor of Omparativo 
Pliiloloffy at Oxford. [ /« lA« Prt9$. 

Booretet end theSoonitioSofaoole. 

Tranalatcd tnm tho Geman of Dr. E. Zkl- 
LEn, with tho Anihor*o approral, by tho 
Rer. Oswald J. Rkicakl, B.CX. and M^ 
Crown 8vo. 8«. <UL 

The 8toio09 Spioureens* end 

ScepUca. Tranalatcd from tho Gorman of 
Dr. E. Zbllbr, wiUi Uio Aathor'a approral, 
by OawALD J. Rbicuei^ BCU and M.A. 
Crown 8vo. 14<. 

The •ff^g"*^* Befbrmetion. ^y 

F. C MAaaixoBKRDy MA. lato C h a n<tll o f 
ofLhMoln. 4thEdiUon. Fop. 8vo. 7a 8dL 

Three Oentoriee of Modem Hla- 

tory. Bj CiiAEiJsa Dukb Yoaroi, Ragina 
TtotufMt of Modom lUatoiy and Engliah 
Litaratuo in Qaeen'a Collage Balfaat 
Crown 8td. 7a. (M. 

8eint*Sinion end 8eint*8inionlsnis 

a Chaptar in tha Iliatory of Sodaliam in 
Franoa. By Anmum J. BootBi MJL 
Crown 8to. prioa 7a. 6A 
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The Biatory of Fhiloaqphy, firom 

Thalaa to Comta. By Geobob Ui 
Lbweb. Foortb Edition, oomdcd 
partly rewritten. 8 toU 8tow 82t. 

The Mythology of the Arymn 

Kation*. By Getirob W. Cox, MJL kto 
Scholar of Trinity College, Oxford. trtU. 
8T0k price 28«. 

Xannder^B HIstorioel Treasury; 

eonpriaing a General Intiodactory OntUna 
of UnircTMl Uiatoiy, and a Scriea of Sopn- 
rate Ilittorica. Fop. 8vo. price Cn. 

CMtioel and Historioel rmja 

oontributcd to tbo EduAv^ Acattv bj 
the Right lion. Lord Macaulat >— 

STUDBXT*a Editiox, crown 8vo. €a. 
P£orLE*a EDiTioif , 8 toU crown 9f, 8i. 
C\Bt!CET EoiTiox, 4 vols. 2'Ia. 
LtnuART Editiox, 8 vols. 8vow 8£iL 

History of the Early Ohnroht 

from the First Prradiing of the Goapei lo 
the CoancU of Mcsea, A jk 828. By Iba 
AuUiorof 'Amy Herbert.* Kcw Edition. 
Fcp. 8vo. 4a. M, 

8ketoh of the History of the 

Church of England to tlw Uwohiilon of 
1688. By the Rigtit Rcr. T. V. Short, 
p.D. Lord Bishop of St Asaph. EighCb 
EdiUon. Crown 8vo. 7t« Cd. 

Xssays on the Bise and Progrosa of 

tbeChristianRdigion in the West of Europe. 
From Um Reign of Tiberius to the End of 
the Council of TkcnL By Jonx Earl lh» 

BELL. 8V0. [/• lAc ^fCM. 

History of the Ohristian Ghorofat 

from the Ascension of Cbri«t to the Contu- 
sion of Constantine. By E. Bt'BToai^ DiD. 
Ute Regius Prot of Divinity hi tha Unl- 
Torsity of Oxford. Fcp. 8vo. 8t. UL 

History of the Christian Ghnroh, 

from tho Death of St. John to the Middle 
of the Second Centory; comprising n AiD 
Account of the PriaitiT* OiganisatioQ of 
Chureh GoremnMnt, and the Givwth of 
Episeopacy. Uf T. W. Moansi aji, 1I.A. 
Rector of East and Vicar of West Tor- 
riqgtoB, Lineolnahifs. 8to. price Ids. 
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Theiafe of i:Joyd,Fir8tI.ord Ken- 
yon, Lord CUiel Justice of EngUnd. Dytbe 
Hoo.GBonc«T.KEXTox, M.A. of Ch. Cft. 
Oxford. Wilb Portraits of Lord and Lady 
Kenron fkom Slc«tch«s hy Sir Thomai 
Lfttmnee. Bro. I N*^9 ^^9- 

Memoir of thelJfe of Admiral Sir 

Edward WUUam Codringtcm; with Sclec- 
tioos from hia Prirate and OlBcial Corrct- 
pondcim. Indadinff Particniara of the 
Battles of the First of Jnne 17 W and Trafal- 
sar. the Expeditions to Walcheren and New 
Orieana, War Scrrice on the Coast of Spain, 
Mid the Battle of Xavnrin. Edited by his 
Daaghtcr, Lady Boi-nniiKn. With Two 
Portraits, Maps and Plans. 1 vol*. 8to. 
price 36s. 

lafeof Alexandervon Humboldt. 

Compiled, in Commemoration of the Cen- 
tenary of his Birth, by JvLira Lflwiw- 
BKno, Robert Av£-I^li.»iaxt, and 
AltredDote. Edited by Professor Karl 
BRVintis Director of the Obacrvatory at 
Ldpsig. Translated !Vom the German by 
Jakr and CARoujrr. Lamfxl. 2 roKSvo. 
with Three Portraits, price 8Cs. 

Autobiography of John Milton; 

or, lIUtoa*s J4fe in his own Words. By 
the RcT. JA5IR8 J. G. Graham, M.A. 
CMWR 8vo. with Vignette-Portrait, price Sf. 

BeooUeotiona of Past Life. By 

Sir IlrarRY Holland, Bart. M.D. F.RA, 
&& pbysiciaB-in-Ordinary to the Qneen. 
Third Edition. Post 8to. 10s. 6d: 

Biosrapbical and CriticalEssaya, 

R^rinted from Reviews with Addittens 
aad Corwctioos. By A. Hatward, Esq. 
Q,C. t Tols. 8vo. price 2Ss. 

The Life of Isambard Kingdom 

Bmel, CivU Engineer. By laAsiBARD 
BRinncL, B.aL. of Lincohi'a Inn. Chan- 
ecUor of the Diocese of Ely. With Por- 
tnit, Plates, and Woodcnta. 8vo.21a. 

Lord George Bentinok : a Political 

Biography. By tha Right Hon. B. Din- 
mASU, M.P. Eighth Edition, mised, with 
• MwProfM*. Ciown8vo.0s. 

Memoir of Oeorge Sdward Lynoh 

Cetton, D.D. BMiop of Calcutta, and 
Uelropolitan. With Seleetiona firom bia 
Jonmak and Correfpondenee. Edited by 
Mm. Ovrroar. Second Edition, with Por- 
tndt CkvwR 8to. piico 7s. Id. 



The Life and Travelfl of George 

Whiteflold, M.A. By Jamks Patersox 
Gledstoxe. 8ro. price 14«. 

The Life and Letters of the Bov. 

Sydney Smith. Edited by his Daughter, 
Lady lIotLAiin, and Mrs. Austin. New 
Edition, complete in One Volume. Crown 
8vo. price Cs . 

The Life and Times of Siztns 

the Fifth. By Baron UUmcer. Translated 
from the Original French, with the Author*s 
sanction, by IIobert E. IL Jerxixoham. 
2 vols. 8ro. 24f. 

Essays in Eoolesiastioal Biogra- 
phy. By tlic Right Hon. Sir J. Stephen, 
LL.D. Cabinet Edition. Crown 8to. 7s. 6rf. 

The Life and Letters of Faraday. 

By Dr. Bkxce Jokes, Secretary of the 
Royal Institution. Second Edition, with 
Portrait and Woodcuts. 2 vols. 8ro. 28f. 

Faraday as a DisooTerer. Br John 

Ttni>all, LL.D. F.RA Kewand Cheaper 
Edition, with Two Portraits. Fcp. 8vo 
price 8«. 6<f . 

Leaders of Fublio Opinion in Ire- 
land) Swift, Flood, Grattan, 0*ConnelL 
By W. E. II. Leckt, M.A. New Edition, 
revised and enlarged. Crown 8vo. 7$, Od. 

Life of the Duke of Wellington. 

By the Rcr. G. R. Gleio, M.A. Popular 
Edition, carcfuUy noised; with copious 
Additions. Crown 8vo. with Portrait, Ss. 

Biotionary Of General Biography; 

containing Concise Memoirs and Notices of 
the most Eminent Persons of all Countries, 
IVom the Earliest Ages to the Present Time. 
Edited by William L. R. Gates. 8to. 
price 21s. 

Letters and Life of Franoia 

Bacon, including all his Occasional Worlcs. 
CoUeeted and edited, with a Commentary, 
by J. Speddino. Vol* I. to VI. 8vo. 
price £8. 12«. To be completed in One more 
Volume. 

Felix Mendelssohn's Letters ttom 

Italy mnd Switxtrland, and Letttn from 
1888 to 1847, tranaUted by Lady Wallace. 
With Portrait 2 rola. erown 8vo. As. each. 

MusioalOritioismandBiography, 

from the Published and Unpublished Writ- 
ings of Thomas Damant Eaton, late Presi- 
dent of the Norwich Choral Society. Sdected 
and edited by ^^ Sons. Crown 
7s. M. 
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LiT60 of tho QoMiis of Bngjaad, 

Bjr Aoxn SniCKiJ^yD. Ubnij Kditmi, 
ii«wljr rcriMilt with Portraici of ererf 
Qtteeo, Aatognphi^ and Ylgaettm, • rob. 
poti9ro.7»,6d,tmA. 

Apologia pro Vita Sua ; Um * Hit- 

tof^r of bU RaligioiM Opinions. D j Joim 
Ilmnr Xkwvax, D.D. of the Ontor^r of 
StPhiUpXerL New Editioii. PottSvo. 
price Cf. 

Uomoin of Sir Henry EaTOlook. 

K.C.II. By Joim Clark MAiuHXAir. 
IVople*f Edition, with Portnac Crown 8m 
price St. 6dL 



Tho Bite of Great Ftoiiliee, other 

Enaye end Storiee. By 8tr Bmqiabd 
BvRKE, Ca, LL.D. Ulster King-ef-AnM 
Crown 8to. price ISe. 6dL 

VioiBsltudea of Familiei. Bj ttr 

J. Bernard Bcrkr, CJ2. Uleler Kfeg^e^ 
AmiB. New Edition, rcmoiidkd Md c»- 
Urged. 2 role, crown 8to. SU. 

Uaander^e Siographioal Trea- 

■ur;-. Tliirteenth Edition, ncoostmeted nad 
partly re-written, withabore 1/100 addltknal 
MeniQici,by W. L.R.CATKS. Fcp.8T«j6e. 



Criticism^ PhiloMphy^ Polity^ ^r. 



On BepreaentatiTe Government. 

By Joiisc Stuart Mili« Third Editlea. 
8ro. fit. crown 8vn. 2f. 

On Liberty. By Jotnr Sttabt Hnx. 
Fourth Edition. Poet 8vow 7«. <ML Crowa 
8\'o. 1«. Ad, 

Prinoiplea of Politioal Eoonomy. 

By Joiix Sri-AnT Mill. Seventh Edition. 
2vole.8TO.80f.or ht 1 voL crown 8vo. fit. 

trtilitarianiam. By Jonx Stuart 
MiLU 4th Edit. 8ro. &c 

Dissertations and BiaousaioBS. Bjr 

Joiix Stcart Mill. Second Edition. 
8 Toll. 8vob price SOf. 

Examination of Sir William 

Hsimilton't PhllMophy, and of the principal 
Philoeophical Questioni di!<cnMed in hie 
M'ritingR. By John Stvart Milu 
Fourth Edition. 8to. ICe. 

The Sul](]ection of Women* By 

Joiix Stuart Mill. New Edition. Poet 
8vo. 6«. 

Analysis of the Phenomena of 

the Human Mind. By James Mill. A 
New Edition, with Notce, lUuetratiTe and 
Critical, by Alkxakdrr Baix, Andrrw 
FixoLATKit, and Gkoror Grotr. Edited, 
with additional Notee, by John Stuart 
BIiLL. 3 Tols. 8vo. price 28c. 

Principles of Economical Philo- 

eophy.« By H. D. M aclrod, M.A. Barritter- 
at-Law. Second Edition, in Two Volumee. 
You I. 8vo. price i5«. 

A Dictionary of Political Econo- 

nomy ; Biographical, Bibliographical, Uie- 
tori<*al, and Practical By H. D. Macleod* 
MJk. Vol. L Toyal 8Tn. 80i. 

A Systematic Viewof the Science 

of Jufiiipredence. By Sbeldo* AMoe^ 
^t A. Profeeeor of Jurieprudenee to the 
of Conrt, London. 8to. price 18e. 



The Institotes of Justinian; vith 

En^Ieh Introduction, Tkanalation, nad 
Notes. By T. C 8.ixdar.^ M.A. Baciiitcr- 
at-Law. New Edition. Svo. 16t. 

Lord Bacon's Works, ooQeoted 

and edited fay U. L. ELi.19, M.A. J. 8rKi>- 
poro, MJL and D. D. Heatil New 
and Cheaper Edition. 7 Tolau 8ra. price 
£3.18«.64f. 

A System of LogiOy BatlooinatiTe 

and Inductive. By Joiix Sti'art Milu 
Eighth Edition. 2 vela. 8Ta. 23e. 

The Ethics of Aristotle ; with Eesaja 

and Notes. By Sir A. Graxt, Bart. M.A. 
LL.D. Third Edition, revised and partly 
re-writtcn. [ /■ fJbc jiren. 

The Kicomachean Ethics of Axis* 

totk*. Newly trandatcd into English. Br 
R WiLLiAMiS aA. Fellow and late Lce- 
tancr Morton College, Oxford. 8ro. 12s. 

Bacon's Essays, with Annotatimis, 

By R. WiiATELT, O.D. late Aichbishep of 
Dublin. New Edition. 8TOLl0s.Gd!. 

Elements of Logic. By R. Whatblt, 

T}jy. bte Aidibbhop of DnUia. Now 
Edition. Sro. 10a. M. crown Svo, 4s. OJL 

Elements of BhetoriC Bythceaaa 
Author. New Editkm. Sve^ 10s. Od. Crenm 
8ro.4s.6dL 

EngUsh Synonymes. Bj E. Jm 

WiiATELT. Edited by ArehbpbWiiATBLT 
8th Edition. Fop. 8s. 

An Outline of the Keoessaxy 

Lawi ofTbougfati aTireatiaeen Pun md 
Applied Logic. By the Meet Bar. W. 
THOii8or,D.D.Ar6hblsheporTeik. Kiath 
ThooeaBd. Civwm Stv^ 8s. SdL 
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Causality; or, tlie Philosophy of Law 
InTcsligatad. By Gbobob jAXiEiosr, B.D. 
of Old Uichar. Second Edition, greatly 
cnlaiscd. k to^ prioe 12a. 

QpeeoiheB of tlia Bight Hon. Ziord 

llACAULAT,coneetedbylUiBstl£ People*! 
Edition, ctown Bro, 80. Qd. 

Ziord iraoan1ay*s Speeches on 

PuUMDentaiy Befonn in 1881 and 1832. 
ItaM. pries OxB Shiluso. 

▲ Biottonary of thA Tg«g»>i* 

Langnagew By R. G. Latham, M ^ M.D. 
P.1L& FonndcdonthaDietionaiyof Dr.a 
Jomnosf , as edited by the Bev. H. J. Todd, 
with nunenws Emendatioiis and Additions. 
4 Tols. 4ta price £7. 

Thasaamsof EngUsli Words and 

Phrases^ dastifled and arranged so as to 
fkcilitate the expressioo of Ideas, and assbt 
in Liteiaiy ConporitioQ. ByP.M. Bogbt, 
ILDl Kew Edition, down 8vo. 10s. CdL 

Three O entnrles of English Zde- 

ratnre. By Charles Dckb Yonob, Begins 
Fhifessor of Modem History and English 
Literatvre in Queen's OOlege^ Belfast 
Crown 8to. 7s. 94. 

ZieotQres on the Solenoe of Lan« 

gvage. By F. Max Moller, MJL &e. 
Foreign Member of the French Instltnte. 
Sixth Edition. 2 vols, crown 8vo. price IGs. 

801lthey*8 IXKStor, complete in One 
Tolmnc, edited by the Bor. J. W. Wabtbs, 
BJ>. Square crown 8ro. 12f. 6dL 

Manual of Sngliah LtteraturOt 

Historical and Critics! with a Chapter on 
English Metres. ByTuoxAsAnxousMJL 
Kew Edition. Crown Sro. 7f. 6cf. 

A Dictionary of Roman and 

Greek Antiquities. With about 2,000 
Engravings on Wood, Drom Ancient Origi- 
nalSf iOnstfailva of the Industrial Arts and 
Social lAh of the Greeks and Bomans. By 
Asmromr Riai, B.A^ sometime of Cains 
College, Cambridge. Third Edition, revised 
and improved. Crown Svo. price 7s. 6dL 

▲ Sanakrit-XSnsJish Diotionary. 

Hn Sanskrit words printed both in the 
original Devanagari and in Roman letten; 
with Rcfaunees to Uie Beit Editions of 
Sanskrit Author^ and with Etymokgles 
and eompariiona of 0«nata Words dilsfly 
faGrsek, Latin, Gothicb and Aqglo^aKon. 
GonpilcdbxT.BBHrBr. 8vo.62s.6dL 

▲ TiaHnR»ngHsh XMofeionary* By 

'osor T. WnTB^ DJX Oxon. and J. B. 
BiBMiBi MJL OxM. Third Edition, If 
Tiled, t roll. dCo. pp. S^Uik price 42s. 



White's Oollege Latin-English 

Dictionary (Intermediate Size), abridged 
from the Parent Work for the use of Uni- 
verrity Students. Medium 8vo. pp. 1,048, 
price 18f. 

White's Junior Student's Oom* 

pleto Latin-English and EngUsh-Lstin 
Dictionary. Bevised Edition. ^Square 
12mo. pp. 1,058, price 12f. 

SeMiately /?5^<»u»"-LATi3r, 8s. 6d. 

^^ ^ ILatix-Exoluh, 7t. dd. 

An English-Greek Lezioont con- 

tafaiiag all the Greek Words used by Writers 
of good authority. By C. D. Yoxob, BA. 
Kew Edition. 4to.21«. 

Hr« Yonge's Kew Lezioony En- 
glish and Greek, abridged Arom his larger 
work (as above). Square 12mo. 8«. 6d 

A Oreek-EngUsh LeziooiL Com- 
piled by II. G. L1DDELI4 D.D. Dean ot 
Christ Church, and B. Scott, D.D. Desn 
of Rochester. Sixth Edition. Crown 4to. 
price 86f. 

A Lezioon, Greek and English, 

abridged for Schools from Liddell and 
Scott's Greek-Etiffikk Lexieon, Fourteenth 
Edition. Square 12mo. 7s. &f. 

The Mastery of Languages; or, 

the Art of Speaking Foreign Tongues 
Idiomatically. By Thomas Prkxdekoast, 
late of the Ci%'il Servke at Madras. Second 
Edition. 8vo. 6«. 

A Fraotioal Diotionary of the 

French and English Languages. By Pro- 
fessor Lio2f CoNTA2f8EAV, msny years 
French Examhier kr Military and Civil 
Appointments, &c New Edition, carefully 
revised. Post 8vo. 10s. C<L 

Ctontanseau's Fooket Biotionary, 

French and English, abridged flnom the 
Practical Dictionary, by the Author. Kew 
Edition. 18mo. price 81; 6d 

New Fraotioal Diotionary of the 

German Language; German-English, and 
EngUsh-Gcrman. By the Bev. W. L. 
Blacklet, M.A. and Dr. Carl Mabthi 
Fbiedlasideb. Post 8vo. 7s. 6dL 

EOstorioal and CMtioal Oonunen- 

taiy on the Old Teetament; with a New 
Tnnslatlon. By M. M. Kalisch, FhJ) 
YoL I. Otmetu, 8vo. 18s. or adapted for the 
General Header, 12c YoL U. JSInnftu, 18s 
or adapted for tha General Beader, 12i. 
Yol III. LiviHetu, Part 1. 16s. or a«lMrted 
fcrtiMGensna Beader, 81U YoL I Y. Xeoi- 
tiew, Fart IL 18s. or adapted for tiia 
General Bead«r» 8s. 
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Miscellaneaua Works and Popular Metaphysics. 



An Xntroduotion to Hental Tbl* 

lotophjr, oa Um IndoeUw Uethod. 9f 
J. D. UoRBLL, UJL LL.D. Sro. Itk 

Xlemants of Piyohology, eonuin* 

ing tbc Aulyiii of Um Intdkctiud Powa& 
Bj J. D. M0KBI.L, LL.D. Poft 8vo. 7$, UL 

Beoreationi of a Ckmntry Parson* 

B/A.K.II.a Two Series Si. 6AMdL 

Seaside Huainga on Snndaya and 

Weekdays. Bj A. K. II. a Crown 8to. 
price 8c. M. 

Preaent-Day Thoughta. Bj A. K. 

H. B. Crown 8ro. 8«. (UL 

Changed Aapeota of XTnohanged 

Tnitht; BlemorUlfof StAndrtwiSnndAjri* 
By A. K. IL B. Crown 8to. 8«. 6^ 

Ooonael and Ctomfort from a Oity 

Pulpit By A. K. II. B Crown 8ro. 8«. 6i(. 

Leaaona of Kiddle 'AgeTVith lomo 

Aeeount of Tariooi QUet and Mob. 
ByA.K.H. a Clown 8vo. Si. Od. 

Leiaure Honra in Town; Emayi 

CoasoUtoiy, JEiUiciical, llorol, Social, uid 
Domestic. By A. K. II. B. Crown 8\-o. 

Sunday Aftemoona at the Pariah 

Church of a Scottish University City. 
By A. K. II. a Crown 8voi 8i. M. 

The Oommonplaoe Philoaopher 

In TtfWn and Country. By A. K. U. B. 
3i.6d 

The Autumn Holidaya of a 

Country Paiion. By A. K. U. a Crown 
8ra8i.(M. 

Critical Saaaya of a Country 

Paiwn. ByA. K. II. B. Crown Sra Si. 6A 

The Graver Thoughta of a County 

Panon. By A. K. H. a Two Seriet, 
Si. 6d. each. 

Hiaoellaneoua and Poathumoua 

Works of the late Henry Tliomas Buckle. 
Edited, with a Biographical Xotice, b}' 
UelkxTatlob. 8yol8.8vo.prieo2/.i8i.6<li 

In the Mominglandy or tho Law 

of the Orinpin and Transformation of Chrlt- 
tianitv t Trmrel and Dtscosiion in the East 
with the late Henry Thomas Buckle. By 
Jotuf S. STVAnT-G LBXif IB, M.A. Poet Sro. 

[/uifoy. 

Short Stttdiea on Great Su1]iieota. 

By Jaxbs Amthont Froudb^ M.A. lato 
Fellow of Exeter College^ Oxford. 8 Tola« 
crown 9f9* prico ISs. 



Xiaeellaneoua Writinga of John 

Conington, M Jl. late Corpos P w i emor of 
UtinintheUnlTervityofOxiMd. Edkad 
by J. A. 8t»oxii% M .A. With a XcoMir 
by H. J. 8. Sxim, MJL LLJ>. F.a& 8 
Tols. Svo. prioo 88b. 

The Bar. Sydney Smiths Wm* 

edlancooa Woika. Crawn 8to. piiet 6s. 

The Wit and Wiadom of the Bar. 

Stdxbt SMmi ; a SelectioB of tho mattt 
memorable Passages in hia Writingi and 
Convenation. Crown 8to. Ss. 6dL 

The Boiipae of Ftaith; or, m Viait ton 

Religions ScepUo. By UB2niT Boosm. 
Twelfth Edition. Fcp.8m.6o. 

Pefenoe of the Boiipae of Paith. 

By IlR^nr RiioBRa. Third Edition. Fcp. 
Sro. priee Si. SiL 

Lord Uaoaulay'a Miao^Daneoua 

Writings:^ 

LiBBAnr Emrnnr, 8 toU. 8vo. Portrait, tli. 
Piu>rLB*a EDrriox, 1 roL crown 8row 4s. SdL 

Lord Maeaulay*a MiaoeUaneoua 

Writings and SrKBciiin. Students Edition, 
in One Volume, crown Sro. price Ss. 

The Eleotion of BepreaentatiTeay 

Parliamentary and Municipal ; a Treatise. 
By TuoxAs Habk, Barriater-nt-Law. 
Fourth Edition, adapting tho propoocd Law 
to the Ballot, with Appendices on tbt Pre- 
ferential and the CnmnUtire Yoto. Psit 
Sto. priee 7$, 

Chipa from a Gennan Workahop ; 

being Essayi on the Scicnoo of Religion, 
and on Mydiology» Traditions, and Castami. 
By F. Max MDllbb, MJL te. ForeigB 
Member of the French Inttitntn. B vols. 
8vo.£a. 

A Budget of Paradozea. lly 

At'ousTUA Db Mono ax, FJLAJ9L and 
C.P.S. of Trinity College, Cambridge. Be- 
printed, with ihe Attthor*s Additions, fiom 
the AAtmtnm. Sm. price las. 

The Secret of Hegel: being tho 

Hegelian System In Origio, PrindpK Fonn, 
and Matter. By Jambs HuTCRnoor 8nB- 
Lnro, LL.D. Edin. 3 Tob^ Svo^ 88s. 

Leoturea on the Pbiloaophy of 

Law. Together with WheweU and U^ 
and llegd and Mr. W. B. Smith 1 n Vindi 
cation in a Physioo-Mathematieal Rcgmd 
RyJ.n.8TinLnro,LL.D.Edin. 8v«Hprice8s 
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As Begards Protoplasm. BjJ.n. 

8nRLiSG,LL.D.Ediii. Second Edit, with 
AdditSons in refeimco to Mr. Ilaskj-'f 
Second Itrae and a new Prbfacr in reply 
toMr.Hoxkyin'Yeast' Svo. price Si. 

Sir WUliam Hamilton ; being tlio 

PhiloeopbT of Pereeption: an Analyria. 
By J. II. SffiBUXo, LL.D. Edin. Svo. U, 

The Philos^liy of Neoeesity; or. 

Natural Law aa applicable to Mental, Moral 
and Social Science. Bj CBABusa Brat. 
Second Edition, tvo. 9e. 

A Waniial of Anthropology, or 

Sicnct of Man, baeed on Modem RciearclL 
Bj CuARLEa Brat. Crown Svo. C«. 

On Tdroe, its Mental and Moral 

CoRtlatce. By CiiARLEa Brat. 8vo. 6a. 

Time and Space; » MeUphjeienl 

Eesi^. By Siiaowobth H. Hoooaov. 
SrOk piiee ISe. 

TlieTlieoryofPraotioe; an Ethical 

Inqniiy. By Shadwobth iL IIoDGaon. 
S vvle. Srob price tU. 



XTeberweg*s System of Logio 

and Hietory of Logical Doctrincfi. Trans- 
lated, with Notes and Appendices, by T. M. 
LucoaAT, M.A. F.R.S.E. 8vo. price 1(U. 

The Senses and the Intelleot. 

By Alkxaxdbr Ba», LI^D. Prof, of Logio 
in the Unir. of Aberdeen. Third Edition. 
STo.lfie. 

Mental and Moral Soienoe: b 

Compendium of Psychology and Ethics. 
By Alexander Baix, LL.D. lliird 
Edition. Crown 8vo. lOt. Bd, Or sepa- 
rately: Part L Mental Seiemce, U, 6d. 
Part II. Mont Seiemet, 4$. Cd. 

A Treatise on Human Nature; 

being an Attempt to Introduce the Expe- 
rimental Method of Reasoning into Moral 
Snbjeets. By Datid IIumb. Edited, with 
Notes, 4e. by T. U. Gbbbx, Fellow, and 
T. H. Oboob, lata Scholar, of Balliol Col- 
kfc^ Oxford. Sto1s.8to. [/al/bejmss. 

Essays Moral, PoUtioal, and li- 
terary. By Datid Hcmb. By the 
Editon. StoI8.8to. lUtktpru$. 



Astronomy^ Meteorology^ Popular Geography^ ^c 



OutUnea of As tr on om y, By Sir 

J. F. W. HBBScnBi, Bait. M.A EleTenth 
EditloB, with 9 Platce aad Bumennia Dia- 
graaa. Square crown Sro. Its. 

Xssaya on Astronomy. A Series of 

Papers on Planets and Metcon, the Sun 
and sua-surrounding Spacer Stars and Star 
Cloudlets; and a Dissiertation on the ap- 
pnaching Transit of Venus : preeeded by a 
Sketch of the Life and Work of Sir' J. 
IlerscheL By R. A. Pboctiir, RA. With 
10 PhOcs and 24 Woodcuts. 8to. price 1 St. 

8dhellen*s Speotmm Analysis, in 

its Application to Terrestrial Substances 
and the Physleal Constitution of the Hea- 
Tcnly Bodies. TVsnslated by Jaxb and 
C Lassbu.; edited, with Kotea, by W. 
UiooDia, LL.D. F.R.8. With IS Pbtea 
(< eelonred) and S28 Woodcuts. SvoiSSs. 

The Snn; Bnler, IJi^t, Fire, and 

lifeefthePlaaetaiyOysteni. ByBiniABo 
A«Pbuctob,BA. F .B. A i 8 ^ Seco n d Edition; 
with 10 Platca (7 rnlewsd) aad 107 Wood- 
CbnwB SvDb prlea I4s> 



Satimi and ita System, ^y R. A. 

PBOCTOBfBJL SfB. with 14 Platesb lie. 



Magnetism and Deviation of the 

Compass. For the use of Students in 
Xavigatinn and Science Schools. By Joii:v 
MKRBiriBLn, LL.D. F.ILAA With Dia- 
grama. 18mo. price Is. 6dL 

Air and Bain; the Beginnings of 
a Chemical CUmotoln^*. By Rouurt 
Axons Smith, Ph.D. F.U.S.F.C.S. Govern- 
ment In.«pector of Alkali Woriu, with 8 
lUustrstions. 8to. price 24«. 

The Star Depths; or, other Suna 

than Ours; a TreatiM on Stan, Star-Sys- 
tems, and Star-Cloudlets. By R. A. 
PnocTOR, B.A. Crown 8vo. with numeroua 
Illustrations. [Nearly rtady. 

The Orbs Aroimd Ua; a Scries 

of Familiar Esaaj's on the Moon and Planets, 
Meteors ami Comets, the Son and Coloured 
Pain of Suns. By R. A. Pboctob, BJl. 
Crown Sto. price 7s. (U. 

Other Worlds than Onra ; the 

Plurality of Worlds Studied under the 
light of Recent SdentiSo Besearchee. By 
R. A. Pboctob, BJL Third Edition, 
vsvissd and eorreeledt with 14 Dlustra- 
tkoSi CrowB 8to^ 10s. 6dL 
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Oelettkl Oljeoto for Oommon 

Teletc«»pei. B/T.W. Wbbb,ILA.F.]LAA 
New £diliMi« nrbed, wltk Map of tiM 
Monn ftBd WoodcuU. Crown 8vo. price 
7m, $d. 

A New Sttr Atlai, ibr Um Libniy, 
the School, and tlM Obfienratonr, In Twdro 
Circular M«pa (with Two Index Plates) 
Intended a« a Companion to • \V«bl>*a Cekt- 
tialObJceta for Common Tdesoopot.' With 
a Lrtterpreas Introdnetion on tka Stwty of 
the Sura, iUaatnited bj Dlagrama. I)/ 
Richard A. Proctor, ILA. Hon. Sec. 
R.A A Crown 8vo. 6a. 

lCttiind«r*t Tretsury of Googrt* 

pbr, Phyiieal, Ilintorieal, Deaerlptive, and 
PoilticaL Edited bjr W. IIpanRR, F.R.G.& 
With 7 Mapaand 16 Plateau Fep.8T0.Cf. 



A General Diotionftry of Gee- 

graphj, DeacripCiw; Phy^^ StatfaHeii, 
and lliaterieal ; forming a co w pl da 
Gattttecr of tlie World. By A. Kerr 
JoiiarsTOir, F.ILS.E. New Edition, 
tboftMffUy icvlaed. [/a ikt pnm. 

The Pablio Schoole Atlae of 

Modem Geojrraphj. In Tbiriy-aiic Mapa, 
exhibiting elearlj the mof« Impaitant 
Pbt-»ieal Featnrca of the Conntrita ddl- 
neated, and Noting all the Chief Plaeea ef 
IlUorical, Commercial, and Social Intcicit 
Edited, with an Introduction, by the Iter. 
G. Dl'tler, 1I..V. Imperial quarto^ prioa 
8«. M. aewcd; 5c doth. 

Kautioal Surreyingt on Intro- 
duction to the lYactical and Theoretical 
Study of. \\f Joii2c Kxox Laucihos, 
II.A. F.ItA A Small 8%-o. price 8a. 



Natural Uistory and Popular Science. 



Topnlar Lootures on Soiontiflo ! 

^ Subjecta. Dy II. IIrlmiioltx, ProfeaMir of I 
Pliviuolngr, formerly in the UnlreriUyof j 
Heidelberg, and now in the Uni\*er«ity of \ 
llerlin, Foreign Member of the Royal 
Society of I..Andon. Tr^mftbted by E. 
Atkixmsi Ph.D. F.C3 Profcasor of Ex- 
perimental Science, Staflf College. With 
many lUustraiivo Wood Engraviiigt. 8vo. 
price ISa. M, 



Introduotion to Experimental 

Phytfca, Tltoorctlral and Practical i inclu- 
ding Directions for Conttnicting Physical 
Apparatus and for Making Exporlments. 
Dy A. F. Wbixiioms Profcjsor In the 
Royal TechnicalSclioolatChemnits. Trans- 
lated and edited (with tlie Aulbor*a sanc- 
tion) by a Lorwt, F.R.A.S. With a 
Prcfiice by G. C. Fortkr, F.ItS. ProfcAsor 
or Physici In University College, London. 
With numerous Wuvd Kii^ravingi. 8vo. 
price 18«. 

Katural Philosophy for General 

Readers ami Y<Hing Pcrwns; a Course of 
PhyMCS ditosted of Mathematical Formolie 
and expresatd in the language of daily life, j 
Translated firom Oanot*s dun <f« Pk^itfHtf \ 
by E. Atkixsos, Ph.D. F.aS. Cnwn 8vo. i 
with 404 Woodcttta, priea 7$. CJ, 

Mrs. Haroet*e Gonvereationa on 

Xatural Phikieophy. RcvLietl by the 
Author's Sox, and augmented by Conversn- I 
tlona on Speetmm Analj*sia and Solar ! 
Cherolatiy. With 3C Platea. Crown 8ro. ' 
price 7«. Qti, 



Ganot*8 Elementary Treatiae on 

Phjuic.*, Kxperinientel and Applic«l,for the 
use of CoUegci and Schools Tranibtcdand 
E«li(cd with the Author's sanction fay 
K. ATKtxaux, Ph.D. F.a& New Edition, 
leriscd and enlarged ; with a CokNued Plata 
and 728 Woodcuts^ Post 8rOb lAs. 

7ext-Booka of Scienoe^ Moehaaical 
and. Phyaloal. Kill! c«l hy T. M. Gooi«Kvr, 
M.A. and C. W. Mccriiikli^ FJLA 
Small 8ro. price 3«. 1U, each :— 

1. GooDKVK*a MechaniaBU 

2. ISu>XAM*rt Metala. 

8. Mil j.KK*a Inorganie Chembtry. 

4. Gnirrix*a Al.r^bra and Trigonometry. 

(inivrix'a Notea and Solutions. 
.1. Watr>x*8 Plane and Solid Gooaactiy. 
8. MAXWKLL'a Theory of Heat. 

7. Mrrhifiri.ii*.h Technical Arithmetic 

and Mensuration. 
KRT.by the Rev. Jonx IIcxTcn, M..V. 

8. AxiiKitaoxV Strength of Materials. 

9. jKXKix*t( Electricity and Magneti«m. 

DoTO'a Lew of 8torma» eoBiidend m 

conntxion with the onlinary MoTcmenta of 
tlie Atmoevpliere. Translated by R. 
Scott, MJL T.C.D. 8Tn.10a.8dL 



«; 



The Correlation of Physical 

Forcoa. By SlrW.R.GROVR,Q.C.V.P.IUi 
Fiftli Edition, nrised, and Augmented by a 
Discourse on Continni^. 8vo. 18b. 8rf 

Frasmenta of Soienoe. By Jon 

TrxuAU.. LL.D. VJLS. Third Editioa 
8v.i. pri.^ i it 
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Heat a Mode of Motion. By Jobx 

Ttstdall, LL.D. F.RS. Fourth Edition. 
Grown 8to. with Woodcuts, prico lOt. Bd. 

Boimd ; n Coone of Eight Lectnrei de- 
liTercd at the Rot«I Institution of Great 
Britain. By Joinf Tttcdall, LL.D. F.R.8. 
New Edition, with Portrait and Woodcuts. 
Crown 8to. 9«. 

Beaearalies on DiamagnetiBm 

and Magne^rjstallie Action; including 
the Question of Diaina;nietic Polarity. By 
Jons Ttxdali^ LL.D. F.R.8. With 6 
Plates and many Woodcuts. 8va 14$, 

IPrinoiples of Animal Mechanios, 

By the Rot. Samuel IIavciitox, F.R.S. 
11.D. D4»Hn, D.C.U Oxon. Fellow of 
Trinity College, Dublin. 8ro. price 21t. 

Xiootores on Idght, Delivered in 

America in 1872 and 1873. By Joiix 
TrstnALi., T«UD., F.l! H. ProfcMor of Xatu- 
nl PhikMophy in the Royal lovitution of 
Great Britain. [/a th€ptet$» 

Votes of a Gk>tme of Nine Leo- 

tnrcs on Light, delivered at the Royal 
Institution, A.D. 1869. By J. Ttsdall, 
LL.D. F.R.& Crown 8ro^ Is. sewed, or 
U. 9d, doth. 

Votes of a Ck>iine of Seven Leo- 

tures on Electrical Phenomena and Theories, 
ddiTered at the Royal Institution, A.ik 1870. 
By JoHx Ttxdall, LL.D. F.R.S. Crown 
8to. Is. sewed, or Is. dd. doth. 

Light Science for Leianre Hours; 

a Series of Familiar Essays on Scientific 
Subjects, Natural Phenomena, && Dj 
R. A. PnocTOR, B.A. Second Edition, re- 
riscd. Crown 8ro. price 7s. Cd, 

Ziight: its Inilnrnoo on Lifo and Health. 
By FonnEii Wlxslow, H.D. D.C.I4, Oxon. 
(Hon.) Fcp. 8ro. 8«. 

Professor Owen*s Lectures on 

the Comparative Anatomy and Ph^'siology 
of the Inrertcbrato Animds. Second 
Edition, with 235 Woodcuts. 8vo.21s. 

The CkxmparatiTe Anatomy and 

Physiology of the Vertebrate Animals. By 
RiciiARD OwEsr, F.R.& D.C.L. With 
MTSWoodcnts. 3 Tds. 8to. £8 18s. 6<i 

Sirl^ and Spenc^s IntroduotJon 

to Entomology, or Elements of the Natnrd 
Oaloiy of Insects. Crown 8Tn. 6s. 

Strange Dwellings; a Dcaeription 
of tka HablUtions of Animals^ abridged 
from •Homes without Hands.' By J. O. 
Woofft, IIJL F.L.8. With a New Fkvntia- 
picec and abont 80 other Woodent niua- 

tntioBs^ Oown 9^9, price 7s. M* 



Homes wifliout Hands; n Deacrip. 

tion of the Habitations of Animals, dassed 
according to their Principle of Consbrnction. 
By Rer. J. G. Wood, M.A. F.L.& With 
about 140 Vignettes on Wood. 8vo. 21s. 

The Harmonies of Nature and 

Unity of Creation. By Dr. G. Hartwio. 
870. with numerous Illuf^trations, 18s. 

The Aerial World. By Dr. Georob 

IIartwio, Author of 'The Sea and its 

Living Wonders' 'The Polar World,' ice 

8vo. with numerous Illustrations. 

[/»rA« press. 

The Sea and its Living Wonders. 

By the same Author. Tliird Edition, en* 
Urged. 8vo. with many Illustrations, 21s. 

The Tropical World; a Popular 

Scientific Account of the Natural Ilistoiy 
of the iu)uatorial Krgions. By the same 
Author. New Edition, with about 200 
Illustrations. 8vo. price 10s. Sd, 

The Subterranean World, By tho 

same Author. With 3 Maps and about 80 
Woodcut Illustrations, including 8 ftiU alio 
of page. 8vo. price 21s. 

The Polar World: a Popular Deaerip* 
tion of Man and Nature in the Arctio and 
Antarctic Regions of tho Globe. By the 
same Author. With 8 Chromoxylographs, 
8 Maps, and 85 Woodcuts. 8to. 2Is. 

A Familiar History of Birds. 

By E. Stanley, D.D. late -Lord Bishop of 
Norwich. Fcp. with Woodcuts, 8s. Bd, 

Insects at Home; a Popular Ac- 
count of British Insects, their Structure^ 
Habits, and Transformations. By the 
Rer. J. G. Wood, M.A. F.L.Si. With 
upwanls of 700 Illustrations engraved on 
Wood. 8vo. price 21s. 

Insects Abroad; being a Popular 
Account of Foreign Insect^ their Structure, 
Habits and Transformations. By J. 6. 
Wooi>, M.A. F.L.S. Author of * Hornet 
without Hands' &c. In One Volume, 
printed and UluMtratcd unifonnly with 
* Insects at Home,* to which it will form a 
Sequel and Companion. [/a the pm$. 

The Primitive Inhabitants of 

SeandinaTia. Containing a Description of 
the Implements, Dwellings, Tombs, and 
Mode of LiTing of the Savages in the North 
of Baiope durbig the Stone Age. By SvKS 
NiLieox. 8vo. Plates and Woodcats, 18s. 

The Origin of Oivilisation, and 

the Primitive Condition of Man ( Mental 
and Soeial Condition of Savages. By Sir 
Jofiif LuTOOCK, Bart. M J*. F.R.8L Second 
Edition, with 28 Woodcnta. 8ve. 1 6s. 
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▲n Ezpoaition of VUlaoiei in tlM 

IlypoilMsis of Ur. Darwin. DjC.B.Bekb, 
1I.D.FJS^. Wilh 86 Woodeota. Growa 
8TO.piictl4«. 

The Anoiont Stone Implemento, 

Weapons, and Omancnt^ af Great Britain. 
By John EvAva, F.1L8. FA A. 8vo. with 
2 Platca and 47< Woodoit% price 28t. 

XanUndt their Origin end Dee- 

tinj-. DjT an M. A. ol Balliol OAkgt^ 
Osfoffd. Containing a Kew Thuislation of 
tba Firet Thiee Cbapten U Gcncsiai a 
Critical Examination of tlia FInt Two 
Go«pela { an Explanation of tha Apoea^ypae { 
and the Origin and Secret Moaning of the 
M^tliologieal and Ifyetical Teaching of the 
Andcnta. With SI lUoatrationa. am. 
price 8l«. 6<L 

Bible Animals; aDeseripCaonof ereiy 
Living Creatare mentioned in the Scrip- 
tores, fh>m the Apo to the CoraL Bjr 
the Rer. J. G. Wood, M.A. F.L.& With 
about 100 Vignettes on Wood. 8vo.SU. 

Mennder*s Treasury of Katural 

Histor J, or Popular Dictioiiaiy of Zoology. 
Revised and corrected Edition, Fcp. SvOb 
with 000 Woodcuts, price 6s. 

The Elements of Botany ISoir 

Families and Schools. Tenth Edition, r»> 
vised by Thomas Ifoons, FX^ Fcp. 
with IM Woodcuts, St. M. 

The Treasury of Botany, or 

Popular Dictionaiy of the T^setabk King, 
dom I with which is incorporated a GIos- 
sarj of BoUnical Terms. Edited by 
J. LnrDLBT, F.R.& and T. Moorb, FXJS. 
Pp. 1,274, with 274 WoodcuU and 80 Steel 
Plates. Two Pahts, fcp. 8rOb 12s. 

The Boss Amateur^s Guide. Bj 

TuoMAs RiVEBs. The Tenth Edition, 
revised and improved. Fcp. 8vo. price 4s, 



A Biotionary of Soianoep Utera 

tnre, and Art. Fourth Edition, ro-editei 
bj the lata W. T. Braxds (tha Authsr) 
and Geoeob W.Coz,MJL 8 vOs^wsdiam 
8vo. price 63a. doth. 

Iffaunder*s fi^<*ntffliy and Ute- 

raiy Treasury; a Popular Encydopttdia ef 
Science, Literature, and Art KcwEditiaB, 
in part rewritten, with abova 1,000 nan 
•rticlca,byJ.T.Joinso2r. Fcp. 6s. 

X«udon'sEnoydlop88dia of Tlsnts; 

comprising the SpedOc Character, Dasoip- 
tion. Culture, Hi^oiy, ftc of aB the Plants' 
found in Great Britain; With upward af 
12,000 WoodcuU. 8vow42t. 

Handbook of Hardy Treea, 

Shrubt^ and Herbaceous Plants ; containing 
Descriptions, Native Countiica, &c of a 
sclcctt<w of the Beat Specie in Cultivation s 
together with Cultuml Details, Compam- 
tive llaidiness, suitability for particular 
positions, &c Based on the .French Work 
of lleasTk DxcAtioci and Naudist, intitkd 
* Uanucl dc rAmateur dea Jaidins,' and 
including 780 Woodcut Ulustrmtieu by 
RiocreuxandLeUane. ByW.B.HBiuLBT, 
formerly Aaiistant at the Ilertiarinm of the 
Royal Gardens^ Kew. Medium Sro. Sla. 

A General System of DeaoriptiTe 

and Analytical BoUny : I. Or g a n ogr a phy, 
Anatomy, and Physiology of Plants { IL 
loonogmphy, or the Description and Hi»> 
toiy of Natural Families. Translated ftum 
the French of E. Le Maoct, M.D. and J. 
Decauxe, Member of the Institute^ by Mn. 
Hooker. Edited and arranged necording to 
the BoUnical 8>-stem adopted In tha Uni- 
vcrsitics and Sebools of Great Britain, bj 
J. D. Hookxk, M.D. &C. Director of tha 
Royal Botanic Gaidcna^ Kcw. With 5^600 
WoodcuU from Designs by L. SlenheO and 
A. Riocreux. Medium 8vo. price 5Ss. 9d, 



ChemUirt/f Medicine^ Surgerj/^ and tlie Allied Scieiices. 
A Dictionary of Ohemistry and Bements of Chemistry. Theore- 

tha Allied Branches of other Sciences. By tical and PracticaL By Wiluam A 

HsxBT Watts, F.C.8. assisted 1^ aminent 
Sdentifio and Practical Chemists. 6 vols, 
medium 8vo. price £7 8s. 

8upplement» Completing tha Record 
of Discovery to tha and of 1868. 8vo. 
81s. 6<f. 

Contributions to IHoleoular 

Phyrics in the domain of Radiant Heat| 
a Seriea of Uemoiis pnblishad hi tha 
Philosophieal Trimsactkoa, he By Jomi 
Ttvdalu LL.D. FJLa With 8 Platss 
and 81 Woodanta. 8vo. pries 16ib J 



Milleu, M.D. LL.D. Professor of 
try. King's CoUege, London. 
8vols.8vo.i8. 

PaBT I. CllSMIGAI. PUTfKSk UlL 

Pabt II. IxoBOAXKCnEMisimr, Sis. 
Past III. OaoAnic CiiBiuanT* 84s. 

A Course Of PMottoal Chemistry, 

for the use of Medical Stadcnts. Bj 

W. Odujio, M3. F,R.aNewX«itiomwill 
TOnewWoodents. CrowA 8vo. 7s^ 6A 
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A Manual of Chemical Physio- 

logir, includinf; it« Points of Contact with 
Patholof^T. BrJ.L.W.TnrDiniVM,lI.D. 
8ro. with WoodcatP, prico 7f. 6dL 

Select Uethods in Chemical 

Analvais cfaidljr Inorfcanic By William 
CiMM^KE.% F.RS. With n Woodcuts. 
Grawn 8ro. price 12t. C^. 

Chemical Kotes for the Zieotcre 

Room. B}* Thomas Woon, F.CA S toIs. 
crowm 6ro. I. on Heat, &e. pries fta. 
TI. on the Metalfl, price Ac 

The Handbookfor Midwives. By 

IlmKT Flt BMim, B.A. M.B. Oxon. 
M.R.C.Si. Eni:. Into As^timt-Sargeon at 
th^ IIoApital for Womvii, 8oho Square. 
With 41 Wooilcnts. Crown 8row price Ss. 

The Diagnoaia, Pathdogyt and 

TreatncRt of Diseases of Women ; including 
tha Dbgnosb of Prepiancj. By Grailt 
ITrwitt, M.D. Ac. Thirrl Eilition, reviwd 
and for the most part re-written i with 182 
Woodcvts. STo.24f. 

Lectures on the IMseaaea of In- 

fancj and Childhood. By CnAULVS Wkst, 
M.D. &e. Fifth EdiUoB. 8T0.16f. 

On Some Disorders of the Ner- 

Tous System in Childhood. Bcinj; the 
Lamlcisn Lectnm delivered before the 
Royal CoUe^ of Physicians in March 1S7I 
By Charles West, M.D. Crown Sroi. 6s 

On Chronic Bronchitis, especially 

a^ connected with Gout, Krophysema, and 
Di«esfles of the Heart. By E. IIcADiJiM 
GKKKiniow, M.D. F.R.S. Physician to 
and Lecturer on the Principles and Practice 
of Bledidne at the Middlefcx Hospital 8to. 
price 7fl. Gtf. 

On the Surgical Treatment of 

Chfldren*s Diseases. By T. Holmes, M Jk. 
fte. late Surgeon to the Hospital for Sick 
ChOdren. Second Edition, with 8 Platca 
and 112 Woodcuts. 8vo. 2U 

Lectures on the Principles and 

PMctlce of Physic By Sir Thomas Wat- 
•OK, Bart M.D. Phyridan-in-Ordinary to 
the Queen. Fifth Edition, thoroughly ra- 
Tlsed. 2 Tols. Sra. price 8<»f . 



Lectures on Surgical 

By Sir James Paobt, Bart FJL8. Thiid 
EdItloB, rerisad and rt-edited hy tha Author 
aBdProfesMrW.TniiiER,M.B. 8Ta.with 
tfiWaodrut8,81t. 



Cooper's Dictionary of Practical 

Surgrry and Encydoptcdia of Snigical 
Science. New Edition, brought down to 
the present time. By & A. Laxe, Sugeon to 
St. Mary*s Hospital, dc. assisted by various 
Eminent Suigeons. 2 vols. 8ro. price 
23«. eaclk 

Pulmonary Consumption; its 

Nature, Taricties, and Treatment : with an 
Analysu of One Thousand Cases to exem- 
plify its Dnntion. By C. J. B. Willtamr, 
M.D. F.ltSw and C. T. Williams M.A. 
M.D. Oxoo. Post 8vo. price lOf. 6dL 

The Climate of the South of 

France as suited to InvalitU ; with Notlcea 
of Mcditerrsncan and other Winter Stations. 
By C. T. Williams M.D. Physician to the 
Hospital for Consumption at Brompton. 
Second Edition, with an Appendix on 
Alpine Summer Qusrten and the Mountain 
Cure, and a Map. Crown 8ve. price Ct. 

Anatomy, DesoriptiTe and Sur« 

gicaL By Hbxrt Gray, FJt.& With 
about 4 10 Woodcuts from Dissections. Sixth 
Edition, by T. Holmes, MJl.CanUb. With 
a New Introdnctioo by tha Editor. Royal 
8to. 28s. 

The House I Live in ; or, Popular 

Illustrations of the Structure and Functions 
oftheHumanBody. Edited by T.G.GiRvnr 
New Edition, with 25 W^oodeota. 16mo. 
price 2f.6d 

Quain*s Elements of Anatomy. 

Seventh F^Ution ri^^?]. Edited by W. 
SiiARrEV,M.D. F.B.S. Profcswrof Anatomj* 
and Physiology in University College, Tjon- 
don ; Alixx Thomas, M.D. F.R.S. Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy in the Univenlty of 
Glssgow ! and J. Clelattp, M.D. Professor 
of Anatomy in Queen's College, Galway. 
With upwarda of 800 Engravings on Wood. 
2 volf. 8vo. price 81s. 6if. 

The Science and Art of Surgery ; 

being a Treatise on Suigical Injuries, 
Diseases, and Operations. By Joinc Enio 
EnicnsRX, Senior Surgeon to Unlvenity 
College Hos|^tsl, and Holme Professor it 
Clinical Snrgery in University College, 
London. A New Edition, being the Sixth, 
redsed and cnlsrged { with 712 Woodcuts. 
2 vols. 8vo. price 92m, 

A System of Surgery, Theoretical 

and Practical, in Treatiias by Various 
Authors. Edited by T. Holmes, MJl. &c 
Surgeon and I..ecturrT on Surgery at St. 
George's Hospital, and Suigeon-in^Chlcf to 
tha Metropolitan Police. Seeond EditloUt 
thoroughly revised, with BvneroM lUua- 
tfatioBS. 6 Tob. 8vOb £5 8s. 
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A Treatise on the Continued 

F«reiw of Great DriUin. hj Ciiabusi 
AluBcnnoy, U.D. K«w Edition, icrifed. 

Olinioal Leotaree on IMseaees of 

the Uvtr, JasiMliee, and Abdomiaal Dropirf. 
By CnAiii.isii Uuiicnnoar, M.D. Phjtlcteii 
to the Uiddleaex HotpitaL PMt Svo. with 
Sft Woodcttta. lOf. ML 

Gopland*e Dtotionary of Praotioel 

Mcdidna, abridgad f^oat tlia largar work» 
and throagKoBt bvooght down to tha pra- 
aent atate of Medical Sdeooa. 8to. Sfit. 

OuUinee of VhjwMogy, Hnmaa 

and CompantiTa. By Jomi llAiianALL, 
F.R.CiL Surgeon to tlie Unlrenitj College 
Hospital, t Tola. orowB Sro. irith m 
Woodeuta,8Sfc 



2>r. Pereira*8 Elements of Kflterift 

Hedicm and Tberapentics, abridged and 
adapted for tlie ne of Uedieal and Phar- 
nacentical Practitionera and StndeBta. 
Edited I7 rrofeaior Bettuct, F.LJSl ^. 
and by Dr. Redwoois F.GJSb dee. Witk 
125 Woodcut lUttitrationa. Srob price 2m. 

The Esaentislsof MateriftMedioft 

and TherapeiUica. By Alfbsd Barog 
GARRon, II.D. F.R.SL &c PhyridaD to 
KiBg*a College Iloapital. Thiid Edition 
SixUi ImpreaiioB, brooght ap to ISTDi 
Crown Svo. price lit. Ml 

Todd and Bowman's FfaTsio* 

logical Anatomy and Fhyakdogy of Han. 
With nnmerona lUoatnitioiia. You XL Sveu 
price S6c 

Vol. I. Kew Edition by Dr. LMsno. 8l 
Bralb, F.RA in eonrae of pnbMcatioau 
with nnmerone llloitratioBL Pavib I. 
and If. price 7a. €if. eadu 



Hie Fine Atia^ and Illustrated Editions. 



Grotesque Animals, invented, 

drscrilicd, and nortrar^d by R. W. Cookr, 
R. A. F.R.& F.GS. FJZ.S. in 24 PUtea, with 
Eluriilatoiy Commenta. Royal 4to. 21«. 

In Fairyland ; Pictuaea from the Elf- 
World. By RicnABD Dotlb. With a 
Poem by W. ALUsronAU. With 16 coloured 
Platee, containing 8G Designa. Folio, 8U 6dL 

Albert Dorer, his Life and 

Works ; inclading AutoUogmpUcal Papera 
and Complete Cataloguei. By Wilmax 
B. Scott. With Six Etehhiga by the 
Author and other lUuatratioBe. Svo. IGe. 

Half-Eonr Leotures on the His- 

toiy and Practice of the Fine and Om»- 
mentalArta. By. W. B. Soorr. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo. with SO Woodcnt 
lllnetratlona, 80. Cd, 

The Cniorale Book for fin|fUm.d: 

the Hymns Tmnslated by Misi C. Wisnc- 
woRTii*, the Tanes arranged by Prof. W. 
S. Obxvbtt and Ono Goimcimidt. 
Fcp. 4to. 12«. 6<l. 

The New Testament, illustrated with 

Wood Engravings after the Early Masteni, 
chiefly of the Italian School Grown 4te. 
63t. doth, gflt top I or £6 fis. noroeeo. 

The Ufe of Kan Symbolised by 

the Months of the Tear In their Seasons 
and Phaaes. Text aeleeted Inr Riobabd 
PiGOT. 25 lUnatratioBs on Wood from 
Original Designs hy Joior LsioiiToai, 
FAA. Quarto^ 42s. 



Oats and 7arlie's Moral Em- 
blems t with Aphorisms, Adages, and Pko- 
Teibs of all Nations: comprising 121 IDas- 
trationa on Wood by J. Lsioirmor, FAA. 
with an appropriate Text by R. Pioot. 
Imperial 6vo. 81s. Cd. 

Baored and Iiogendary Art. Bj 

Mrs. Jauksox. € vols, aquare cvowb Inul 
price £5 15s. (UL as ibllows >• 



IiSgends of the Sainta and Kar* 

tvfA. New Edition, with 19 F^chlngs and 
187 Woodcuts. 2 vols, price 81s. 8^ 

Legends of the Honastio Orders. 

Kew Edition, with 11 Etcfamga and 88 
Woodcuts. 1 voL price 21s. 

Legends of the ICadonna. New 

F^iUon, with 27 Etchings and 185 Wood- 
cuts. 1 vol. price 21s. 

The History of Our Lord, with 

that of Ills T^^ies and Precnrsois* Com- 
pleted by Lady Eastlakb. RerimI Edi- 
tion, with 18 Etehinga and 281 Woodnrta. 
2 vols, price 42a. 

Lyra Qeimanioa, the Christiaa Teafw 
Tmnslated by CATnEBiXR Wixkwoktii, 
with 125 lUnstrationa on Wood drawn by 
J. LEioiiTOsr, F.&A. Quarto^ 21ai 

Lyra Oermanioa, the Chriatiiui LiCs. 

Translated by CATHBBiirB WorKVOimf 1 
with about 200 Woodcut niustratloiia by 
J. LsioifTOir, F.SJL and other Artists. 
Quarto* 21s. 
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The Useful ArtSj Manufaciuree^ ((r. 



Owilt's Snoyolopttdia of AroliU 

tMtwc, with abore 1,C00 WoodcuU. Fifth 
Edition, with Altentions and oontlderabl* 
Additionii, bj Wtatt Patwobtr. 8to. 
|iilce 62f. M, 

A Mamial of Arohiteoture : being 

n CondM Ilii^toiy and Explanation of the 
principal 8( jrka of Earopean ArdiitectQie» 
Aadeni, If edisral, and Renaiasanee t with 
their Chief Variations and a GloHary of 
Technical Tenna. B7 Tiiosias If itciibll. 
With 150 Woodcuts. Crown 8ro. 10*. 6dl 

History of the Gothio BeriTal; 

an Attempt to shew how far the taste for 
liediseral Architecture was retained in 
England during the last two centuries^ and 
has been redeveloped in the present. Bj 
C L. Eastlakk, Architect. With 48 
Illustrations (36 full siae of page). Im- 
perial 8vo. price Olt. 6cC 

SOnts on Household Teste in 

Furniture, Uphoktcry, and other Details. 
Bj Chables L. Eastlake, Architect. 
New Edition, with about 90 Illustrations. 
Square crown 8to. 1-is. 

Geometario Turning: oomprising 

a Description of the New Geometric Chuck 
constructed by Mr. Plant of Birmingham, 
with Directions for its use, and > Series of 
Patterns cut by it; with Explanations of 
the node of protlucing them, and an 
• Account of a New Process of Deep Cutting 
and of Graving on Copper. By II. S. 
Savobt. With 571 Woodcut Illustrations. 
Square crown 8vo. price 21«. 

Xiathes and Taming^ Simple, Me- 
chanical, and Ornamental. ByW. IlBNBT 
KoBTiicorr. With about 240 Illustrations 
•B Steel and Wood. 8to. 18s. 

Terspeotive; or, the Art of Drawing 
what one Sees. Explained and adapted to 
the use of those Slictching ftom Nature. By 
Lieut. W. II. CoLMXs R.E. F.K.A.& With 
87 Woodcuts. Crown 8ro. price iM. 

Srindples of Mechanism, designed 

for the use of Students ia the UniTerslties, 
and for Engineering Students generally. 
By B. Willis, IIJV. F.R.& Ae. Jacksonian 
Pio fe m o r in the Unir. of Cambridge. Second 
Edition I with 874 Woodcuts. 8ro. 18s. 

Handbook of Practical Tele* 

graphy. By It & Cullbt, Memb. Inst 
CB. EagiBcer-iB-Chicf of Tdcgmphs to 
the PoalrOAce. FUth Edition, rsriasd and 
— knedtwithUSWoodwit aaa dtPtolea. 
•row priee 14s. 



Ure's Dictionary of Arts, Menu* 

factures, and Mines. Sixth Edition, it- 
written and greatly enlarged by Robkbt 
HusT| F.R.S. assisted by numerous Con- 
tributors. With 2,000 Woodcuts. 8 Tola, 
medium 8vot. £4 14s. 64/. 

BncyclopsBdia of Civil Engineer- 
ing, Historical, Theoretical, and Practical. 
B/ E. Crest, CE. With above 8^000 
Woodcuts. 8vo. 42f. 

Catechism of the Steam Engine, 

in its \-ariotts Applications to Mines, Mills, 
Steam Xayigation, Railways, and Agricul- 
ture. By John Bouiuce, CE. New.Edi- 
tion, with 89 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. U, 

Handbook of the Steam Engine. 

By Joitx Bourne, CE. forming a Key to 
the Author*s Catechism of the Steam Engine. 
With 67 WoodcuU Fcp. 8vo. price 9s. 

Becent Improvements in the 

Steam Engine. By John Bourne, CE. 
New Edition, including many New Ex- 
amples, with 124 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. Of. 

A Treatise on the Steam Engine, 

in iu various Applications to Mines, Mills, 
Steam Navigation, Railways, and Agri- 
culture. By J. Bourne, CE. New Edition; 
with Portrait, 87 rutes, and 540 Woodcuta. 
4to. 42s. 

Treatise on Mills and Millwork. 

By Sir W. Fairrairn, Bart. F.R.& New 
Edition, with 18 Plates and 822 WoodcuU. 
8 vols. 8vo. 82s. 

UseAil Information* for Engl- 

necrs. By the same Author. First, Second. 
and Third Series, with many I^tes and 
Woodcuts. 8 vols, crown 8ro. lOs. 6dl each. 

The Application of Cast and 

Wrought Iron to Building Purposes. By 
the same Author. Fourth Edition, with 6 
Flatcsand 118 Woodcuts. 8vo. 16s. 

The Strains in Trasses Computed 

by means of Diagrams ; with 2(r*Examples 
drawn to Scale. By F. A. Rankrn, M.A. 
CE. Lecturer at the Ilsrtlcy Institution, 
Southampton. With 86 Diagrams. Squart 
crown 8vo. price Os. Ctf. 

Mitch^'s Manual of Practical 

Assaying. New Edition, being the Fourth, 
thoroughly revised, with the ncent Dlt- 
eovariea incorporated. By W. Cnooun^ 
F.IL8. With nnmeroua Woodcuts. 8v«. 

[iVsar^ rua^f. 
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Bayldon't Art of Valuing Bonta 

•ad TQ1«0M, tad CUinu of Ttoaata vpon 
Qoittiiiff Fannt, both at Mklmdmat and 
Udr-^r- JSk^^ EdlUoo, nviMd bj 
J. C. If onosr. 8?o. Uk. 6dL 

On the KuiuflMtare of Boot- 
Root Sugar ia England aod Ireland. By 
William CnooKca, F.RA With 11 Wood- 
eutap Sro. 8«. (UL 

Xiondon'o BnoyoUmBdia of Gar- 
dening : eomprUng the Theory and Practice 
of Hoftknllare, Floficaltnre^ ArboriooUai^ 
and Laadicape Gardening. With 1,000 
WeodcuU Ovo. Sir. 



Praotioal Treatlao on MotaUmgyt 

adapted firom the laet Genaaa Ediiks off 
FMfeaor Kbbl% Ifctelbrjy bj W. 
CBOOKB8, F.RA kit, and E. »»— a, 
Ph.D. M.E. a ▼ola. Svo. with OtS W«ed- 
cnti, price 41. lOn. 

XiOiidon*B EnoydoiMMUa of A^d- 

eolture: compriaing the Laying-ea^ 
prorement, and UanageoMBt of 
Property, and theOultiTatioB and '. 
of the FrodiKtiooe of Agrtonltiire. WRb 
1,100 Woodcuti. Srob Slf* 



Religious and Moral Works. 



Tho SpoaJter'a Biblo Commen- 
tary, by Diehope and other Clergy of the 
Anij^an Choreh, critically examfaied by 
the Right Rer. J. W. CoLBxa(\ D,V. Biahop 
of NatflL 8vo. Part I, OtntaiM, St. Hd. 
Part II. KxodH$, it, M. Part III. Levi* 
tiemtf U. M. Part IV. A'umbert, 3t. Hd, 
Part V. Deuitrcmmy, 5«. 

The Outlinea of the Christian 

Ministry Delineated, and brooght to the 
Test of Reason, Holy Scripture^ Ilitioiy, 
and Experience. By riiRMTOPiiRR Words- 
worth, D.C.L. &e. Bishop of St. Andrew's. 
Crown 8vo. price 7«. <Wf. 

Christian Counsels, seleoted fh>m 

the Devotional Works of Fifndoo, Arch- 
bbhop of Cambrai. Translated by A. M. 
James. Crown Sro. price bt. 

Bight Bssays on Eodesiastioal 

Reform. By various Writers i with Pre* 
face and Annlysis of tlie Essays. Edited 
by the Rev. Ordy Siiiplet, M.A. Crown 
8vo. 10«. Bd. 

Authority and Consoienoe ; aFre« 

Debate on the Tendency of IXogmatic 
Theology and on the Characteristics of 
Faith. Edited by Coxwat Morel. Poet 
8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Beasons of Faith ; or, the Order of the 
Christian Argument Developed and Ex- 
plained. By the Rev. 0. S. Drew, M.A. 
Second Edition, revised and enlarged. Fcp. 
8vo.6s. 

Christ the Consoler; a Book of Com- 
fort for the Sick. With a Prefaee by the 
Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Carlisle. 
Small 8vo. 8s. 

The True Bootrine of the Buoha- 

rist By Thomas S. L. Vooa^t, D.D. 
Csnon and Prebendary of Chichester and 
Roral Dean. vo. 18s. 



The Student's Compendinna of 

the Book of Common Prayer ; being Xotea 
Ilistorical and Explanatory of the LaCaiiar 
of the Chnreh of England. By the Rer. U. 
Alldex Nash. Fcp. 8vOb price 2s. GA 

Synonyms of the Cld TeatamMil^ 

their Bearing on Christian Faith and Prac- 
tice. By the Rev. Robert B. Qibdls- 
8T0BCE, M.A. 8vo. price 15s. 

Fundamontala; or, Bases of Belsaf 
concerning Uan and God : a Ilandbook of 
Mental, Moral, and Religions Phileaophy. 
By the Rev. T. GRiFrrrn, MJL Svow 
price 10c. M, 

An Introduotion to the Theology 

of the Choreh of England, in an Exposition 
of the Thirty-nine Articles. By the Rev. 
T. P. Boultubb, LL.D. Fcp. 8vo. price 8su 

Christian Saoerdotalism, tmwm: 

from a Layman's standpoint or tried by 
Holy Scripture and the Early Fathcss; 
with a short Sketch of the State of the 
Church from the end of tike Third le the 
Reformation in the beginning of the Six* 
tecnth Centura'. By Joiix Jaroixk, MJL 
LUX 8vo. 8s. M, 

Brayers for the Family and for 

Private Use, scleetcd from the CoUeetion 
of the late Boron Bcxsbx, and Thinn- 
lated by Cathkrctb Wvkwoktil Fc^ 
8to. price Zt, Cd, 

Churches and their Creeds. By 

the Rev. Sir Philip Perrxxo, Bart, lale 
Scholar of Trin. ColL Gambridgeb nd 
Univenity Medallist. Crown 8vow lOs. 

The Problem of the World and 

the Chnreh Reconsidered, In Three LeClm 
to a Friend. By a SirTrAOEXAStAJi. 
Second Edition, revleed and edited; by 
Jaxbs Booth, CA. Omrn 8fn. priee.8sw 
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Aa Exposition of tho 80 Artidlef, 

Hitloiieal and Doctrinal Bj E. IIabold 
Biiow2rB,D.D.LordBiahopor£ly. Ninth 
Editka. 8to. ie«. 

The Voyage and Shipwreck of 

fit Paul ; with DitterUtiont on the Ships 
and Xa\i;:ation of tho AndcntSL By Jamrs 
Sxirn, FJL& Crown 8ro. Charti^ 10*. CdL 

The Idfe and Epistles of St. 

PanL By tho Ror. W. J. Coxtbeark, 
1I.A. and tho Tcir Rot. J. & IIovbosc, 
DlD. Dean of Chester. Three EdiUona :— 

LtBRART Enrno3r, with all the Orif^nal 
lUnstfationSi MafMS Landicapee on Steel, 
Woodooti^ &e. 2 vols. 4to. 49$, 

IxTEBSfKDiATB Enmox, with a Selection 
of Mapa, Platee, and Woodotta. 2 toIi. 
•qoara crown 8vo. 21f. 

8Tn>E3rr*8 Enrrfo:?, rerieod and con- 
denied, with 46 lUuatrationa and Uapa. 1 
ToL cfown Svo. At* 

Xvidenoe of the Truth of the 

Chriftian Religion derived Ihm the Literal 
FnliUment of Propbcey. By Albxaxdrb 
KBrm, D.D. 40th Edition, with nnmerooi 
Flatca, In aqoare Sm. 12e. 6if.; alao tho 
89Ch EdItioB, in port Sto. with 5 Plates, 6t. 

The History and Destiny of the 

Woild and of tho Chvreh, according to 
Scripture. By the same Author. Square 8vfi. 
with 40 Illustnitions, lOt. 

Th9 History and Literature of 

the Israelites, according to the Old Tcstn- 
Bient and the Apocrypha. By C Db 
RoTtmciiTLn and A. Dm RomaciiiLD. 
Second Edition. 2 vols, crown Svo. 12«. OtL 
Abridged Edition, in 1 toI. fcp. 8vo. Bt. M, 

Swald's History of Israel to the 

Death of Moses. Translated flnon the Ger- 
nuuL Edited, with a Preface and an Ap- 
pendix, hy RussKLL Martibbaij, lf.A. 
Seeond Edition. 2 rohi. 8v«. 24a. Volt. III. 
and IV. edited by J. E. CAnrEiCTKR, U^. 
price 21s. 

Ihigi^iiii and Ohristeudom. By 

AnciiBiaifop llAmtHo, DJX Pott 8to. 
yriotiOt <rf. 

Zgnatiui Loyola and the Early 

J^nltt. By Stbwabt RoBB NawEditloB, 
8m with Portfait, 10s. 



▲a Xntroduotion to the Study of 

fho K«w TertamcBt, Critlcil, Excgetkal, 
aad TlM^logknL ^ythaRov.&DATiDaoar, 
aiXLUli. 2Tp1s.8TBb80s. 



Commentary on the Epistle to 

the Romans, lly tlte Rev. W .A. O'Coxxor, 
B.A. Crown 8to. price 8s. M, 

The Epistle to the Hebrews; 

With Analytical Introduction and Notes. 
By tlie Rer.* W. A , O'Coxxor, DA. Crown 
8vo. price 4«. Gd. 

A Chcitioal and Orammatioal Com- 
mentary on SL Paul's Epistles. By C. J. 
Ellicott, D.D. Lord Disliop of Gloucester 
and BristoL 8vo. 

Galattana, Fourth Bdition. 8s. 61. 

Xphealana, Fourth Edition, 8«.e(l. 

Faaioral Epiatlea, Fourth Edition, 10s. 9d, 

FhilippiaDa, Coloasiana, and FhUemon« 
TlUnl Edition, 10s. G<f. 

Theaaaloniana, Third Edition, Ts. 6d. 

Historical Lectures on the Life of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ : heing the Ilukean 
Lectures for 18o9. By C. J. Ellioott, D.D. 
Fifth Edition. 8vo. 12s. 

TheGreek Testament; withNotes, 

Grammatical and Ezegctical. By the Rev. 
W. WRnRTRR, M.A. and the Rot. W. F. 
WiLKixaox, MX 2 vols. 8vOb £2. 4s. 

The Treasury of Bible Know* 

ledge; being a Dictionaiy of the Boolis, 
PemoBs, Places, Events, and other Matters 
of which mention Is made in Holy Scrip- 
ture. By Rev. J. Atrb, M.A. With 
Maps, 15 Platc^ 4nd numerous Woodcuts. 
Fcp. 8vo. price Os. 

Every-day Scripture Difficulties 

explaine<l and illustratefi By J. E. Prk-v 
€XyTT, M.A. I. Matthew and Mark ; II. Ltike 
and Johm. 2 vols. 8vo. price 9s. each. 

The Pentateuch and Book of 

Joshua Critically Examined. By the Right 
Rev. J. W. CoLGxao, D.D. Lord Bishop of 
Katal. Crown 8vo. price 6s. 

Part V. Genesis Analy^M and Separated, 
ami the Ages of its Writers determined 
8vo. 18«. 

Part VI. Tlie I^tcr Legislation of tlie 
Pentateuch. 8vo. 24«. 

The Formation of Christendom. 

By T. W. ALLiia. Parti I. and IL 8vo. 
price 12s. each. 

Vour Disoourses of Ohrysostom, 

chiefly on tho parable of tho Rich Man and 
Laxaras. Tranabtod by F. Allbx, B.A. 
Crown Svo. 8s. Mt 

ThoutfitsibrtheAge. ByElixabitu 

M. SbwblIii Author of *Amy UertKrt.* 
Kow Edition. Fcp. 8vo. price 6s. 

Passing Thoughts on Beligion, 

By MIse Sbwbll. Fcp.tts.6dL 
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ation. Bj Uim Sbwki.l. 



Coniirm- 



TbotLghti for the Holy Week, for 

Young Ptenoni. Dy Min Sbwrlu New 
Edition. Kcp.8ro.ts. 

Readinga for a Month Frepara- 

tory to ConOrmntion, from Writcm «f the 
Early and En^Uiih Churdi. B/ Miss 
8ewki.i« Fcp. 8vo. 4a. 

Readings for ETory Day in Lent, 

compilod from the Writinjcf of Bishop 
Jkiiemt Tatlor. By Mis* Skwell. 
Fcp. 6s. 

Preparation for the Holy Com* 

munion) tho Devotions cUefl/ horn the 
woriu of Jrremt Tatu»b. B/ Misi 
Skwrlu 82mo. 8s. 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor's Entire 

Works; with Life by Bisiior IIebkr. 
Revised and eomcted by the Rev. C. P 
Edkit. 10 vols. 8vo. price £A. 5s. 



Traditions and Cnstomsof Gatfaa* 

dral^. By JfACKKXziB F« C Walcoi-t. 
B.D. F.S.^V. Praonitor and Piebcndaiy mt 
Chichester. Second Edition, icvised aad 
enlariged. Crown 8ro. price 6s. 

Bpiritoal Songs for the Sundays 

and Holidays thronchnat the Tear. By 
J. & B. MoxsBLL, LL.D. Hear of Ef^tum 
and Rnral Dean. Fourth Edition, Sixtk 
Thousand. Fcp. price 4s. ScL 

Lyra Oermanioa, tmnslnted fnm the 
German by Miss C WixRwonm. Flnsr 
8BBtE% the Ckruliam Ymr, Hynms tar tht 
Sundays and Chief Festivals of the Chnich i 
Sboosid Sbribs. the CkrUmu Lijk, Wep, 
8vo>. price 3s. Bd, esch SEUBa. 

BndeaTonrs after the Ghristiaa 

Life I Discourses. By James llAnnaiKAO. 
Fourth Edition. Post 8vo. price 7s. 6A 






Travels^ Voyages^ ^'C. 

Rambles, by pATMCirt Walkbb. Re- 
printed from Fm$tr*M Ma^time; with A 
Vignette of tlie Queen's Bower, in the New 
ForceL Crown 8\*o. price 10s. 6if. 

Slave-Catohing in the Indian 

Ocean { a Record of Naval Experiences. 
By Capt. Coi/>Mis R.N. 8vo. with lUustm- 
tions from Photogniph% &e. price 21s. 

The Cruise of H.U.S. Curafioa 

among the South Sea Idnnds in IA05. By 
JuLU's BKEHciii.Er, M.A. F.K.G..H. 8vo. 
with Map and Plates. lyenrl^ rmJf, 

Six Months in California. By J.o. 

PlaykR'Fuowu. Post 8vo. price Gs. 

The Japanese in Amerioa. By 

CiiAKLra L.\NMAy, American Secretary', 
Japanese Legation, Wasliington, U.S.A. 
Post 8vo. price 10s. CJ. 

Hy Wife and I in Queensland; 

Eight Yearn* Experience in the Colony, 
with some account of Polynesian Labour. 
By CiiARLBs H. Eden. With Map and 
Fre«tispieee. Crown 8vo. price 9s. 

Untrodden Peaks and Unfre« 

quented Valleys ) a Midsummer RamUe 
among the Dolomites. By Ameua B. 
Edwards, Author of •Barbara's History* 
! &c With a Map, and numerous Illustm- 
tions from Designs by tlie Author; En- 
graved on Wood by E. Whymper. Medium 
(fvo. uniform with Wliymper*s * Scramblee 
*^s.' [iVcai/ir resi/jf. 



How to See Korway. By Oiptaia 

J. R. CAMrnsLL. With Map and 8 Wood- 
ents. Fcp. 8vo. price fis. 

Pau and the Pyrenees. By Connt 

IlExnr Ri'asBLL, Member of the Alpinn 
Qub. With 2 Maps. Fq>. 8vow price 8s. 

Hours of Bzeroise in the Alps. 

By Joiisr Tthdall, LL.D., F.R.& Thinl 
' Edition, with Seven Woodcuts fay E. Whym- 
per. Crown 8vo. price 12s. 6dl 

Cadore or Titian's Country. Bty 

JosiAii GiLRKKT, ouo U the Anthofs ef the 
•Dolomite Mountains.* With Map, Fae- 
simile, and 40 lllustrationa. lmp.8T0b 81s. 64. 

The Dolomite Mountains. Eienr- 

sions throQgh Tyrol, Carinthia* Camiela, 
and Friuli. By J. Gilbxrt and O. C. 
Churchill, F.R.G.S. With nwnerow 
lUustrations. Squars crown 8rsw 21s. 

Travels in the Central Cauoasna 

and Bashan, including Visits to Amml and 
Tabrees and Aaecntsof Kasbek and Elbras. 
By DovoLAS W. FRESHnBLow Sqnan 
erown 8vn. with Maps, &«, 18s. 



Xiife in India; R Series of Sket^es 
shewing something of the Anglo-Indhmtthn 
I«and he livee in, and the People 
whom he lives. By Edward 
Post 8vo. price Sis. 
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Tho Alpine dub ICapof tlie Chain 

of Mont DUne, from an actnal Surrey In 
1863—1864. Bj A. Adams -Rbillt, 
F.R.GAMJl.a InChiomoliChognpbjroD 
extra stont drawini; piiper 28In. k VJin. 
price lOa, or mooBtod on ciuitm in a folding 
case,12t.M. 

History of DisooFory in our 

Australasian CoIobImi AusCndia, Tasmania, 
and New Zealand, ftoni the Earliest Date to 
the Prcecnt Day. By William IIowitt. 
S Tola. 8ro. with 8 Maps, SOf. 

▼isits to Bemarkable Flaoest 

Old HaUf^ BatUe-Flelds, and Soenee Qlu»- 
tratiYe of ttriUng Faseagee in Englbh 
History and Poetry. By the same Author. 
S Tols. square crown Sro. with Wood En- 
gnrings^ Sos. 

Vho Bnral Lite of WnglantL 

By William Ifowirr. Woodcuts by 
Bewk^aadWilliama. Medium 8vo.12f.6A 



Guide to the Pyrenees, for the oae 

of Mountaineers. By Crables Packb. 
Second Edition, with Maps, &c. and Appen- 
dix. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6<i. 

The Alpine Guide. By Jomr Ball 
M.R.I.A. lato President of the Alpine Club. 
Pest 8ro. with Maps and other Uluatrations. 

The Guide to the Eastern Alps, 

price lOt. Od. 

The Guide to the Western Alps, 

indttding Mont Blanc, Monte Rosa, Zer- 
matt, &c Price 6t. Cd, 

Guide to the Central Alps, indnd- 

ing all the Obcrland District, price 7s. M, 

IntroduotioiionAlpineTraveUing 

in general, and on the (Soology of the Alps, 
price If. Either of the Three Volumes or 
Pkrts of the Alpint Gnidk maybe had with 
this Introductioh prefixed, price Is. extra. 



Works of Fktum. 



CosrnfoaBT, 6s, 
Bthi^ 6f. 
TAXcnxD, 6f» 



Alrot, Ixiosv, &e. 6f. 
VovBO DvKR, fte. 6s. 
Vivian Grbt, 6s. 

COBTARIKI FlBMIHO, kt, 6f. 

Hekbietta Tbmtlb, 6f. 

Cabinet Edition, hi crown 8ro. of 

Stories and Talee by Miss Sbwell :^ 



Akt Hkbukbt, Sf. 6dL 

anTRvmCt Sf* ^» 
Sabl*o Dacobteb, 
tf.6d. 

EBrBBIBBCS of LiRy 

St. 6dL \ ««-» «-. ^>». 

CixTB HAUi, U. U: UnsvLA, 8s. 6^. 

lTMM|tB.6A ' 



The Burgomaster's Family; or, 

Weal and Woe in a Uttle World. By 
CiiR»«Tf!iR MSller. Translated from the 
Dutch b;- Sir J. SnAW Lrpevbe, K.C.B. 
F.l?.a. Crown 8to. price 6f. 

Popular Bomanoes of the Middle 

Agm. By the Rev. Gkoror W. Cox, M.A. 
anil ErsTACR Hwtiw Joxes. Crown Svo. 
lQf.6dL 

Taiea of the Teutonio Lands; a 

Sequel to * Popular Romances of the Middle 
Age».* By Grorgb W. Cox, M.A. and 
EcsTACR Hdctox Joxrs. Crown 8ro. 
price lOf. Cd. 

Xfovels and Tales. By the Right 

Hon. Brxjamix Dhbarlt, M.P. Cabinet 
Editions complete in Ten Volume^ ciowb 
8t^ price 6f . each, as follows :— 
LoTHAin, 6s. Vbxrtia, 6f. 



Kathabivb Ashtoiii, 

2i.Sd. 
Maroarbt Psna- 

TAL,8f.6A 
LAXBfrOX PABMir- 
AOB,8s.6A 



Beoker^S GallUB ; or, Roman Scenes of 
the lime of Augustus. Post 8vo. 7f . Bd, 

Becker's Charioles: lllustrAtive of 

Private Life of the Ancient Greeks. Post 
8vo.7f.6dL 

Tales of Ancient Greece. By the Rev. 

G. W. Cox, M.A. lAto 8( holar of Trin. CoU. 
Oxford. Crown 8vo. price 6f . Bd. 

Wonderfdl Stories from Norway. 

Sweden, and Iceland. Adapted and arranged 
.by Julia GnonARD. With an Introductory 
Ivmay by the Rev. G. W. Cox, M.A. and 
Six Illustrations. Square post 8vo. 6f. 

The Modem Novelist's Library: 

Mrl\'1lle*8 Dionr Graxd, 2f. boards; 
2f. M. cloth. 

■ GLADiATOBfl, if. boards; i$,Cd. 
doth. 

■ Good for NoTnnro,8f. boards; 
Sf. 6«i cloth. 

IIoLMBT HovsB, 2f. boardi I 



2f. 6if. doth. 

IXTRRPRBTRR,2f. boardi; 2m, (UL 

Katr Covbrtrt, 2f. boards; 



doth. 



2f.6dLcloth. 

QuEEs's Maries, 2f. boards; 



2f.6dLdoth. 

Gbsteral Bounce, 2f. boards 



2f. 6c/. cloth. 
Tbollote's Warden Is. 9d, boards; Sf 

doth. 
■■ BABCiiBSTEBToirEB8,Sf. boardi; 

Sf.6il.doth. 

Bramlbt-Moore*8 Six Sisters or trb 
Vallbt^ Sf. boards; Sf. 6A doth. 
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Poetry and The Drama. 



BalladB and Lyrios of Old Franoe; 

with other Potnu. By A. Lavo, FeUow i 
Ilcrton CoU^gcv Oxford. Square fcp. 8yo. 
price 6i» 

Uoore'a Lalla Bookh. Tenniol*! Edi- 

tlon, with 68 Wood Engimyingi from 
Orij^nal Dmwingt. Fcp. 4to. SU. 

]Soore*a Iriih Uelodiea, UmIWi 

Edition, with 101 8ttd rfaUet from Original 
Drawiage. 8uper*rojal 8vo. SU. ML 

Miniature Edition of Uoore^s 

Irish JMbiUe*, with MacUM*a lUuetraUona 
(ai abore), redoood in Lithography. Imp. 
lOmo. lOe. 6dL 

Lays of Ancient Borne ; with imy 

and the Armadu, By the Right lion. Lobd 
Macavlat. ICoMk St. Qd, 

Iiord Kaoftulay'a Lays of Ancient 

Rome. With 00 lUustratione on Wood, 
Original and from the Antique, from 
Drawiagi by 0. SciLinr. Fcp. 4to. Sit. 

Xiniature Edition of Iiord Ha* 

cauUy'o La}i of Ancient Uome^ with 
SchaiTa lUaetrationi (aa abore) redu ced in 
Lithography. Imp. ICmo. lOt. GdL 

Bouthey's Poetical Works, with 

the Attthor*e laetCorrectionjand Copyright 
Addittona. Library Edition. lledfaimSvo. 
with Portrait and Vignette, 14t. 



Goldsmith's Poetical Works, lOo*- 

tiated with Wood Engravings froaa UeeigM 
byMembcnoTthe Etcucio Ci-cb. lmr> 
ISmo. 7t. 6tf. 

Poeme. By Jiax laoxunr. 2 vola. 
Fcp. Sva price lOi. 

FinsT Skiiiiss contiainini; "DiviOEiv 
*The Stak** XIosumksct/ Sp 
tcenth Hioucand. Fcp. Sro. price 

SiKX>XD SaaiRM, *A SfTonr or I>o 
'Gladys and her IaLA9ii»' &e. FiCu 
Tliousaad. Fcp. Svo. price d«. 

Poems by Jean Ineelow. 

Series, with neariy 100 TUastrvtiOiKi 
graved on Wood. Fcp. 4tOt. 21t. 



Bowdler*s Family __ _^ 

cheaper Genuine Edition, oomplel« in 1 ^mL 
laige type, K^ith 36 Woodcut llln aifaHnn i^ 
price 14t. or in 6 pocket vols^St. UL endk 

Horatii Opera. Library Editioi&,w]tk 
Copious English Notes, Maigiaal RcfamMei 
and Various Readings. Edited br ^^ l'^' 
J. E. ToKOE, M.A. Srobtlt. 

The Odes and Epodes of Horaoe; 

a Metrical TransUtK« into English, w^ 
Introduction and Commentaries. Byl^ra 
LrnoN. Post Sro. price lOi. SiL 

The JBneidof Virffil Tnnalatad ialo 
Knglish Verse. By the Ute J. Coe>0«Ta^» 
mX KewEdition. CrownSr^Sa. 



Rural Sports ^c. 



Bncyolopndia of Bnral Sports ; 

a Complete Account, Historical, Practicsl, 
and I>cBcripti%-c of Hunting, Shooting, 
Fishing, Racin;;, &c. By D. P. Bladib. 
With above 600 WoodcnU (SOfrom Dmigni 
by Joior Leech). Svo. 2it. 

The Dead Shot, or Sportaman*! Com- 
plete Gttido ; a Ti^satise on the Use of the 
Gun, I)og-brealdn?, Pigeon-shooting, &c 
By Mabkuiak. Fcp. Svo. with Plates, St. 

A Book on Angling: being a Com- 
plete Treatise on the Art of Angling in 
every branch, including full Ulustrated 
Lists of Salmon Flies. By Feax as Fbaxcis. 
Kew Edition, with Portrait and 15 other 
Plates, plain and eokrared. Post Svo. ISt. 

Wiloocks's Sea-Fisherman: com- 
prising the Chief Methods of Hook and Line 
Fishing in the British and other Seas, a 
glance at Kets, and lenurics pn Boats and 
BMtlB^. Seoond Edition, enlsrged, with 
Post Svo. ltt.6A 



The Ply- Fisher's Entomology. 

By Alfbed Boxaldo. With eokwred 
BepicsenUtions of the Katursl and ArtiS- 
dal Insect. Sixth Edition, with M edIowM 
Plates. SvOil4t. 

The 0X9 bu IMseaacs and their Treat- 
BMBt : with an Eassy on Parturition in tht 
Cow. By J. R. Donaosr, U.R.C.VA Ci*w» 
Svo. with Ittutrationii, 7t. Qd. 

A Treatise on Horee-shoeing sad 

LamenessL By Joaisru Gamosk, Vstcri* 
nary Snigeon, formerly Leelurer en the 
Principles and l*raotioe of Farriery In tba 
New Veterinary CoOege^ Edinburgh. Svo. 
with Sd Woodcuts, ISs. 

Blaine*s Veterinary Art t a tmOm 

on the Anatomy, Phyaielgey, and Gwatlvt 
Tieatment of the Diaeaom of the Hms^ 
Neat Cattk^ and Sheep. Seventh Edltk^ 
i«Tissd and enlarged by 0, Btemu Sra. 
with Plates and Woodenli» ISs. 
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Toofttt on the Hone* Rannd and 
enlarged bgr W. Watbox, UMXXVA, 8to. 
with Buncroiis Woodcut% 12i. 6d, 

Tooatt on the Dog. By the mme 
Author. 8x0, with numerouf Woodouu 
price6«. 

Hones and Stables. By Colonel 

F. FiTnnroRAM, XV. the Kinir'e Huasen. 
With U nates of Woodcut lllustnUonii, 
coBteining Teiy numerous Figniea. 8To.l6a. 

The Dog in Health and Disease. 

Bj SioiiEitKXOB. With 78 Wood En- 
gruvfaigi. New Edition, fcrised. Square 
cnywa SrvL price 7$, 6d. 

The Greyhound. B/the eame Author. 
Revised Edition, with 24 Portraits of Urcjr- 
hooada. Square crown 8to. 10s. 9d 



Stables and Stable Fittings. By 

W.iliLBa,UM|. Imp. 8vo. with 18 Mates, I^. 

The Horse's Foot»and how to keep 

it Sound. By W. Miles, Esq. Ninth Edi- 
tion, with Ulustrations. Imp. 8vo. 12t. 6dl 

A Plain Treatise on Horse-shoe- 

iog. By the same Author. Sixth Edition, 
post 8vo. with Illustrations, 2«. 6dl 

Bemarks on Horses* Teeth, ad- 
dressed to PuFcliawrs. By the same. Post 
Svo. ii,6d. 

The Setter ; with Notices of the most 
Eminent Breeds now extant. Instructions 
how to Breed, Rear, and Break ; I>og 
Shows, Field Trials, and General Manaip^e- 
roent,^c. Br EmvAnn Lavkrack. With 
2 Portraits of Setters. Crown 4to. 7s. M, 



Works of Utility and General Information. 



Chess Openings. Bj F. w. LoxoaiAx, 

Balliol cSlege, Oxford. Fcp. 8ro. 2«. 6«l. 

The Theory of the Modern Soien- 

tiflo Game of Whist. By William 
Polk, F.R.S. Mna. Doc. Oxon. Fifth 
Edition, oilargvd. Fcp. 8vo. price 2s. Od, 

A Traotioal Treatise on Brewing ; 

with Fonnute for Public Brewers, and In- 
•tructioBs for Prirate Familiea. By W 
Black. Fifth Edition. 8vob 10s. GdL 

The Theorr and Praotioe of 

Banking. By JIrcrt DtTcxno Mactjod, 
ILA. Bairister-at-Law. Second Edition, 
cntlrdy remodelled. 2 vole. 8vo. 80f. 

CtoUieries and Colliers : a Handbook 

of the Law and Leading Cases tdating 
thereto. By J. C Fowler, Barrister. 
Third Edition. Fcp. 8va 7«. €<<. 

Xodem Cookery for Private 

Families^ reduced to a System of Easy 
Practice in a Series of carefully-tosted Re- 
ceipts. By EujEA AcTOX. Newly revised 
and enlarged; with 8 Plates, Figures, and 
150 Woodcuts. Fcp.Gs. 

Xaunder's Treisisury of Know- 
ledge and Library of Reference : comprising 
an EngiLnh Dictionarr and Grammar, Uni- 
rersal Gaaetteer, Classical Dictionary, 
Oiionolfl^, Law Dictionaiy, Synopsis of 
the Fecnge, Useful Tables, Ac. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. 

Pewtner*s Comprehensive Speoi- 

Ser; a Guide to the Practical Specification 
of erery kind of Bailding-Artiflcer*s Work : 
with Forms of Building Conditions and 
Agrecncttta, an Appendix, Foet-Notes, and 
IgdM. Edited bj W. Toimo, Architect. 

]rCii]]odh*s XMetionary. Prao- 

tieal,Theontieal, and UiatorlcaL of Com- 



aad Commercial NaTtgatkiLNew 
Editien, r ev is ed throughout and oofieeted 
to the Ftraenit Time) with a Bkographloil 
Katki ff the Anthoc Edited by H. Q. 



Hints to Mothers on the IdCanago- 

mcnt of their Health during the Period of 
Prc^ancT and in the L^-ing-in Room. By 
TiiiOLVS IluLL, ^.D. Ircp. 8vo. price b». 

The Maternal Management of 

Children in licilth and Diseiute. By TiiosiAa 
BiTLi^ M.D. Fcp. 8vo. price 6t. 

How to Nurse Sick Children: 

containing Directions which may be found 
of sen-ice to all who hare chnrge of the 
Young. By CttARLKs West, BLD. Second 
Edition* Fcp. 8vo. Is. C<f 

Hotes on Lying-in Institutions ; 

with a PruiHioal for Organiiiing an Institu- 
tion for Training Midwives and Midwifery 
Nurses. By Fl(»rkxck Nioiitinualk. 
With 5 Plans. Square crown 8ro. 7$,Cd. 

Blackstono Economised: being a 

Compendium of the Laws of England to tlie 
PrrscntTime. By D. M.AiRf>,ofthcMiddle 
Temple, Barristcr-at-Law. Poet 8vo. 7s. 6«f. 

The Cabinet Iiawyer; a Popular 

Digest of the Laws of England, Civil, 
Cnminal, and Constitutional Twenty-tldrd 
Edition, corrected and brought up to the 
Present Date. Fcp. 8vo. price 7f. Cd. 

A Profitable Book upon Domestic 

Law. Essays for Knglisii Women and Law 
Student*. 'By Prrkixb, Junior, M.A. 
Barristcr-at-Law. Post 8vo. price 10s. C</. 

A History and * Explanation of 

the Stamp l)utie8; conUiuing Remarlcsoii 
the Origin of the Stamp Duties and a His- 
tory of the Stamp Duties in this Country 
from their Commencement to the Present 
Time. By STEriiiUf Dowru^ 11.A. Assis- 
tant-Solicitor of Inland Revenue. 8vo. 
price lSs.6dL 

Willioh's Popular Tables for As* 

certalning the Value of Lifcfaold, Letsehold, 
and Chmch Property, Renewal Fines, &e. 
with numerous useful Chemical, GecMnaph- 
ieai, Astronomical, T^dgenonietikal Tables , 
&«. Poet Svo. 10a. 



INDEX. 



Bbbb's FalliidcR of DarwInUm 11 

Bbbx cuLfiT's Cniiio of the ' CaraQo* ' .. . . 17 

Bboihib*! Ezpotition of tbo 93 Artklct.... 16 

BBrHBL*t Life of Bbukbl 4 

hvcKLE'u Hiatonr of CiviliMtkHI S 

"—- — Potthamoitt EwaBlng 7 

BrLL*t Hinto to MoCbort SO 

-; Uat«niia]fiuu«oiiieiiiorCtaU«lmi.. » 

BvniBV*! God iu Ulalovy s 

Pnqrew , ,,,, 15 

BursoniMter't Family (The) :% 

BcBKB's Blat or 6re«t FtuatUes • 

• Vlciesltodai oT FwiUioi 6 



ACToy'e Modem Cookrry M 

A I R D'l Blarkatone Ui'OiiaiulMMl SO 

Alue* on Foratatimi nf ClirisiteiMloni 16 

Alles's Di»ctmn«t of CbrjKwtom 16 

Alpine Ouido (The) II 

Auos*t Jnrisiirudoneo I 

AXDBB80X*t Streiiffih of Halcrltto • 

ABsroLD't 5Ianiiftl of Bnttliah LitenUure •• 6 

Authority and Conaclcnce • 16 

Autumn llolkl:^ of a Country PanoD . . •• 7 

ATBB'a Trcft*uiy of Bible Knowledge • 16 



BACos*t Essara by VnATBLT 6 

— — — Life and Lettcra. by Spbddiko .. 4 

> Vorka 6 

Baib*! Mental and Moral Sdenee • 6 

on the Sewaoe and Intellect *.• 6 

BalCs Guide to tbu Central Alps 18 

Guide to the Vcflteni Alpa 18 

Guide to the Eattem Alpe 18 

BATLPOS*a Betita and Ttllagoa 16 

BBCKBB*t CharicUt and OitUua 16 

BBS FBT't Sanskrit-Engllah OieUonaiy .... 6 

Black's Troatiao on Brewinff 20 

BLACKLirr'a Gcrman-BosUsh Dictionaiy .. 6 

Blajbb'i ItunU Rporta 10 

' Veterinary Art If 

BLOXAX'a MeUUi • 

Booth*! Problem of tlie World and the 

Choreh 16 

— >— 8alut-8imon 6 

BouxTBXB on 39 Arlicica 16 

BouBBB's Oitochlsro of tlio Steam Bngiae.. 14 

Handbook of Steam Engine .... 14 

— — — ^— Treatiko on the Stcmm Bngine. ... 14 

Improretnenta In the aaroo • U 

Bowi>LBB*i Family SnA kofbabb 10 
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